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CHAP. 640.—An Act To refund the amount of duties paid in Porto Rico upon 
articles imported from the several States from April eleventh, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-nine, to May first, nineteen hundred, to confer jurisdiction on the Court of 
Claims to render judgment thereon, and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That jurisdiction be, and is 
hereby, conferred upon the Court of Claims of the United States of 
all claims against the United States arising out of the payment of cus-
toms duties to the military authorities in the island of Porto Rico upon 
articles imported from the several States, which articles were entered 
at the several ports of entry in Porto Rico from and including April 
eleventh, eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, to May first, nineteen 
hundred, find the Court of Claims is empowered and directed to ascer-
tain the amounts of such duties paid during said period and to enter 
judgment against the United States for the several amounts so paid, 
with interest thereon at the rate of six per centum per annum from 
the several dates of payment of such duties to the dates of such judg-
ments, respectively, in all actions for the recovery of such duties now 
pending in the Court of Claims and in all actions for the recovery of 
such duties which may be brought in said court within six months 
from the date of the passage of this Act.

Sec . 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the certification 
of such judgments, or any of them, from which the United States does 
not take an appeal, is authorized to pay the same.

Approved, April 29, 1902.

CHAP. 641.—An Act To prohibit the coming into and to regulate the residence 
within the United States, its Territories, and all territory under its jurisdiction, and 
the District of Columbia, of Chinese and persons of Chinese descent.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That all laws now in force 
prohibiting and regulating the coming of Chinese persons, and persons 
of Chinese descent, into the United States, and the residence of such 
persons therein, including sections five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, 
eleven, thirteen, and fourteen of the Act entitled “An Act to prohibit 
the coming of Chinese laborers into the United States” approved Sep-
tember thirteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty-eight, be, and the 
same are hereby, re-enacted, extended, and continued so far as the 
same are not inconsistent with treaty obligations, until otherwise pro-
vided by law, and said laws shall also apply to the island territory 
under the jurisdiction of the United States, and prohibit the immigra-
tion of Chinese laborers, not citizens of the United States, from such 
island territory to the mainland territory of the United States, whether 
in such island territory fit the time of cession or not, and from one 
portion of the island territory of the United States to another portion 
of said island territory: Provided, however, That said laws shall not 
apply to the transit of Chinese laborers from one island to another 
island of the same group; and any islands within the jurisdiction of 
any State or the District of Alaska shall be considered a part of the 
mainland under this section.

Sec . 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
empowered to make and prescribe, and from time to time to change, 
such rules and regulations not inconsistent with the laws of the land as 
he may deem necessary and proper to execute the provisions of this 
Act and of the Acts hereby extended and continued and of the treaty 
of December eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, between the 
United States and China, and with the approval of the President to
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