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tion, prosecution, or defense, as the case may be, on the part of the
tribe, or any band thereof, of any such suit shall be through attorneys
employed, and to be compensated in the manner prescribed in sections
twenty-one hundred and three to twenty-one hundred and six, both
inclusive, of the Revised Statutes of the United States, the tribe acting
through its principal chief in the employment of such attorneys, and
a band acting through a committee recognized by the Secretary of the
Interior. The Court of Claims shall have full authority by proper
orders and process to make parties to any such suit all persons whose
presence in the litigation may be deemed necessary or proper to the
final determination of the matter in controversy; and any such suit
shall, on motion of either party, be advanced on the docket of either
of said courts, and determined at the earliest practicable time.

78. That in the suit pending between the Delaware Indians and the
Cherokee Nation in the Court of Claims said court is hereby authorized
to fix the compensation of the attorneys of record of the respective
litigants, and the same shall be paid to the attorneys representing the
Cherokees out of the general fund of the Cherokee %\'atiun and to
the attorneys representing the Delawares out of any money belonging
to said Delaware Indians; but in no event shall the fees allowed by
said court exceed the amounts specified in the contracts with said
tribes.

79. That nothing in this Act contained shall be held or construed to
change, alter, modify or impair any existing coal or oil rights hereto-
fore acquired by lease, location, development, or otherwise, or to
-atify, confirm, recognize, or validate any such rights.

80. This agreement shall be binding upon the United States and on
the Cherokee Nation and all Cherokee citizens when ratified by Con-
gress and by a majority of the whole number of votes cast by the legal
voters of the Cherokee Nation in the manner following: The principal
chief shall, within twenty days after the approval of this Act, make
public proclamation that the same shall be voted upon at a special
election to be held for that purpose within sixty days thereafter, on a
certain day therein named, and lhc_- shall appoint such officers and make
such other provisions as may be necessary for holding such election.
The votes cast at such election shall be forthwith duly certified as
required by Cherokee law, and the votes shall be counted by the Cher-
okee national council in the presence of the Dawes Commission and
the principal chief, and said commission and principal chief shall jointly
make certificate thereof and proclamation of the result.

Approved, March 1, 1901.

CHAP. 676.—An Act To ratify and confirm an agreement with the Muscogee
or Creek tribe of Indians, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of Ameriea in Congress assembled, That the agreement nego-
tinted between the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and the
Muscogee or Creek tribe of Indians at the city of Washington on the
eighth day of March, nineteen hundred, as herein amended, is hereby
accepted, ratified, and confirmed, and the same shall be of full force
and eftect when ratified by the Creek national council. The principal

chief, as soon as practicable after the ratification of this agreement by
Congress, shall call an extra session of the Creek national council and
lay before it this agreement and the Act of Congress ratifying it, and
if the agreement be ratified by said council, as provided in the consti-
tution of suid nation, he shall transmit to the President of the United
States the act of council ratifying the agreement, and the President of
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the United States shall thereupon issue his proclamation declaring the
same duly ratified, and that nd the provisions of this agreement have
become law according to the terms thereof: Provided, That such rati-
fication by the Creek national council shall be made within ninety days
from the approval of this Act by the President of the United States.

This agreement by and between the United States, entered into in
its behalf by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, Henry L.
Dawes, Tams Bixby, Archibald S. McKennon, and Thomas B. Needles,
duly appointed and authorized thereunto, and the Muskogee (or Creek)
tribe of Indians, in Indian Territory, entered into in behalt of said
tribe by Pleasant Porter, principal chief, and George A. Alexander,
David M. Hodge, Isparhecher, Albert P. McKellop, and Cub Melntosh,
delegates, duly appointed and authorized thereunto,

Witnesseth that in consideration of the mutual undertakings herein
contained it is agreed as follows:

DEFINITIONS.

1. The words *“ Creek” and ‘¢ Muskogee,” as used in this agreement,
shall be deemed synonymous, and the words **Creek Nation” and
““tribe” shall each be deemed to refer to the Muskogee Nation or
Muskogee tribe of Indians in Indian Territory. The words *‘ principal
chief* shall be deemed to refer to the principal chief of the D&} uskogee
Nation. The words **citizen™ or *‘ citizens” shall be deemed to refer
to a member or members of the Muskogee tribe or nation of Indians,
The words **The Dawes Commission” or ** commission ” shall be deemed
to refer to the United States Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes.

GENERAL ALLOTMENT OF LANDS.

2. All lands belonging to the Creek tribe of Indians in the Indian
Territory, except town sites and lands herein reserved for Creek
schools and public buildings. shall be appraised at their true value,
excluding (ml]_\-' lawful improvements on lands in actual cultivation,
The appraisement shall be made under direction of the Dawes Com-
tiis= on by such number of committees, with necessary assistance, as
may be deemed necessary to expedite the work, one member of each
conmiittee to be appointed by the principal chief; and if the members
of any committee fail to agree as to the value of any tract of land, the
value thereof shall be le(‘iT]l}' said commission. Each committee shall
make report of its work to said commission, which shall from time to
time prepare reports of same, in duplicate, and fransmit them to the
Secretary of the Interior for his approval, and when approved one
copy thereof shall be returned to the office of said commission for its
use in making allotments as herein provided.

3. All lands of said tribe, except as herein provided, shall be allotted
among the citizens of the tribe by said commission so as to give each
an equal share of the whole in value, as nearly as may be, in manner
following : There shall be allotted to each eitizen one hundred and sixty
acres of land—boundaries to conform to the Government survey—
which may be selected by him so as to include improvements which
belong to him. One hundred and sixty acres of land, valued at six
dollars and fifty cents per acre, shall constitute the standard value
of an allotment, and shall be the measure for the equalization of values,
and any allottee receiving lands of less than such standard value may,
at any time, select other lands, which, at their appraised value, are
sufficient to make his allotment equal in value to the standard so fixed.

If any citizen select lands the appraised value of which, for any
reason, is in excess of such standard value, the excess of value shall be
charged against him in the future distribution of the fundsof the tribe
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arising from all sources whatsoever, and he shall not receive any
further distribution of property or funds of the tribe until all other
citizens have received lands and money equal in value to hisallotment.
If any citizen select lands the appraised value of which is in excess of
such standard value, he may pay the overplus in money, but if he fail
to do so, the same shall be charged against him in the future distribu-
tion of the funds of the tribe arising from all sources whatsoever. and
he shall not receive any further distribution of property or funds until
all other citizens shall have received lands and fu n(lls equal in value to
his allotment; and if there be not sufficient funds of the tribe to make
the allotments of all other citizens of the tribe equal in value to his,
then the surplus shall be a lien upon the rents and profits of his allot-
ment until paid.

4. Allotment for any minor may be selected by his father, mother,
or guardian, in the order named, and shall not be sold during his
minority. All guardians or curators appointed for minors and incom-
petents shall be citizens.

Allotments may be selected for prisoners, convicts, and aged and
infirm persons by their duly appointed agents, and for in¢ ompetents
by guardians, curators, or suitable persons akin to them, but it shall
be the duty of said commission to see that such selections are made for
the best interests of such parties.

If any citizen have in his possession, in actual cultivation, lands
in excess of what he and his wife and minor children are entitled to
take, he shall, within ninety days after the ratification of this agree-
ment, select therefrom allotments for himself and family aforesaid,
and if he have lawful improvements upon such excess he may dispose
of the same to any other citizen, who may thereupon select lands so
as to include such improvements; but, after the expiration of ninety
days from the ratification of this agreement, any citizen may take any
lands not already selected by another; but if lands so taken be in actual
cultivation, having thereon improvements belonging to another citizen,
such improy ements shall be valued by the appr: isement committee,
and the amount paid to the owner thereof by tllm allottee, and the same
shall be a lien upon the rents and profits of the land until paid: Fpo-
wided, That the owner of improvements may remove the same if he
desires,

6. All allotments made to Creek citizens by said commission prior to
the ratification of this agreement, as to which there is no contest, anc
which do not include puhllc property, and are not herein otherwise
affected, are confirmed, and the same shall, as to appraisement and all
things ulw he governed by the provisions of this agreement; and said
commission shall continue the work of allotment of Creek lands to
citizens of the tllb( as heletof(slt,. conforming to provisions herein;
and all controversies arising between citizens as to their right to select
certain tracts of land shall be determined by said commission.

Lands allotted to citizens hereunder shall not in any manner what-
soever, or at any time, be incumbered, taken, or sold to secure or

satisfy any debt or obligation contracted or incurred prior to the date

of the deed to the allottee therefor and such lands shall not be alienable
by the allottee or his heirs at any time before the expiration of five
years from the ratification of this agreement, except with the approval
of the Secretary of the Interior.

Each eitizen shall select from his allotment forty acres of land as a
homestead, which shall be nontaxable and inalienable and free from
any incumbrance whatever for twenty-one years, for which he shall
have a separate deed, conditioned asabove: Provided, That selections
of homesteads for minors, prisoners, convicts, incompetents, and aged
and infirm persons, who can not select for themselves, may be made in
the manner herein provided for the selection of their allotments; and
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if, for any reason, such selection be not made for any citizen, it shall
be the duty of said commission to make selection for him.

The homestead of each citizen shall remain, after the death of the
allottee, for the use and support of children born to him after the
ratification of this agreement, but if he have no such issue, then he
may dispose of his homestead by will, free from limitation herein
imposed, and if this be not done, the land shall descend to his heirs
according to the laws of descent and distribution of the Creek Nation,
free from such limitation.

8. The Secretary of the Interior shall, through the United States
Indian agent in said Territory, immediately after the ratification of
this agreement, put each citizen who has made selection of his allot-
ment in unrestricted possession of his land and remove therefrom all
persons objectionable to him: and when any citizen shall thereafter
make selection of his allotment as herein provided, and receive certifi-
cate therefor, he shall he immediately thereupon so placed in posses-
sion of his land.

9. When allotment of one hundred and sixty acres has been made
to each citizen, the residue of lands, not herein reserved or otherwise
disposed of, and all the funds arising under this agreement shall be
used for the purpose of equalizing allotments, and if the same be
insufficient therefor, the deficiency shall be supplied out of any other
funds of the tribe, so that the allotments of all citizens may be made
equal in value, as nearly as may be, in manner herein provided.

TOWN SITES.

10. All towns in the Creek Nation having a present population of
two hundred or more shall, and all others may, be surveyed, laid out,
and appraised under the provisions of an Act of Congress entitled **An
Act making appropriations for the current and contingent expenses of
the Indian Department and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various
Indian tribes for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun-
dred and one, and for other purposes.” approved May thirty-first,
nineteen hundred, which said provisions are as follows:

“That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized, under
rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, to survey, lay out, and
plat into town lots, streets, alleys, and parks, the sites of such towns
and villages in the Choectaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Cherokee nations.
as may at that time have a population of two hundred or more, in such
manner as will best subserve the then present needs and the reasonable
prospective growth of such towns. The work of surveying, laying
out, and platting such town sites shall be done by competent survey-
ors, who shall prepare five copies of the plat of each town site which,
when the survey is approved by the Secretary of the Interior, shall
be filed as follows: One in the office of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, one with the principal chief of the nation, one with the clerk
of the court within the territorial jurisdiction of which the town is
located, one with the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, and one
with the town authorities, if there be such. Where in his judgment
the best interests of the public service require, the Secretary of the
Interior may secure the surveying, laying out, and platting of town
sites in any of said nations by contract.

“ Hereafter the work of the respective town-site commissions pro-
vided for in the agreement with the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes
ratified in section twenty-nine of the Act of June twenty-eighth,
eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, entitled ‘An Act for the protec-
tion of the people of the Indian Territory, and for other purposes,’
shall begin as to any town site immediately upon the approval of the
survey by the Secretary of the Interior and not before.

as
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“The Secretary of the Interior may m his diseretion appoint a
town-site commission consisting of three members for each of the
Creek and Cherokee nations, at least one of whom shall be a citizen
of the tribe and shall be :1.‘1)]'30i11t0d upon the nomination of the prinei-
pal chief of the tribe. KEach commission, under the supervision of
the Secretary of the Interior, shall appraise and sell for the benefit of
the tribe the town lots in the nation for which it is appointed, acting
in conformity with the provisions of any then existing Act of Congress
or agreement with the tribe approved by Congress. The agreement
of any two members of the commission as to the true value of any lot
shall constitute a determination thereof, subject to the a]l')prm':l] of
the Secretary of the Interior, and if no two members are able to agree
the matter shall be determined by such Secretary.

**Where in his judgment the public interests will be thereby sub-

served, the Secretary of the Interior may appoint in the Choctaw, k

Chickasaw, Creek, or Cherokee Nation a separate town-site commis-
sion for any town, in which event as to that town such local commission
may exercise the same authority and perform the same duties which
would otherwise devolve upon the commission for that Nation. Every
such local commission .-lml?l_m appointed in the manner provided in
the Act approved June twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-
eight, entitled “An Act for the protection of the people of the Indian
Territory.’

*The Secretary of the Interior, where in his judgment the public
interests will be thereby subserved, may permit the authorities of any
town in any of said nations, at the expense of the town, to survey, lay
out, and plat the site thereof, subject, to his supervision and approval,
as in other instances,

** As soon as the plat of any town site is approved, the proper com-
mission shall, with all reasonable dispatch and within a limited time,
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior, proceed to make the
appraisement of the lots and improvements, if any, thereon, and after
the approval thereof by the Secretary of the Interior, shall, under the
superyision of such Seeretary, proceed to the disposition and sale of
the lots in conformity with any then existing Act of Congress or
agreement with the tribe approved by Congress, and if the proper
commission shall not complete such appraisement and sale within the
time limited by the Secretary of the Interior, they shall receive no pay
for such additional time as may be taken by them, unless the Secre-
tary of the Interior for good cause shown shall expressly divect
otherwise.

*The Secretary of the Interior may, for good cause, remove any
member of any townsite commission, tribal or local, in any of said
nations, and may fill the vacancy thereby made or any vacancy other-
wise occurring in like manner as the place was originally filled.

**1t shall not be required that the townsite limits established in the
course of the platting and disposing of town lots and the corporate
limits of the town, if incorporated, shall be identical or coextensive,
but such townsite limits and corporate limits shall be so established as
to best subserve the then present needs and the reasonable prospective
growth of the town, as the same shall appear at the times when such
limits ave respectively established: Provided further, That the exterior
limits of all townsites shall be designated and fixed at the earliest
practicable time under rules and regulations preseribed hy the Secretary
of the Interior. '

** Upon the recommendation of the Commission to the Five Civilized
Tribes the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized at any time
hefore allotment to set aside and reserve from allotment any lands in
the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, or Cherokee nations, not exceeding
one hundred and sixty acres in any one tract, at such stations as are or
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shall be established in conformity with law on the line of any railroad
which shall be constructed or be in process of construction in or
through either of said nations prior to the allotment of the lands
therein, and this irrespective of the population of such townsite at the
time. Such townsites shall be surveyed, laid out, and platted, and the
lands therein disposed of for the benefit of the tribe in the manner
herein pl'esu'iher} for other townsites: Provided further, That when-
ever any tract of land shall be set aside as herein provided which is
occupied by a member of the tribe, such occupant shall be fully com-
pensated for his improvements thereon under such rules and regula-
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided,
That hereafter the Secretary of the Interior may, whenever the chief
executive or principal chief of said nation fails or refuses to appoint a
townsite commissioner for any town or to fill any vacancy caused by
the neglect or refusal of the townsite commissioner appointed by the
chief executive or principal chief of said nation to qualify or act, in
his diseretion appoint a commissioner to fill the vacancy thus created.”

11. Any person in rightful possession of any town lot having
improvements thereon, other than temporary buildings, fencing, and
tillage, shall have the right to purchase such lot by paying one-half
of the appraised value thereof, but if he shall fail within sixty days
to purchase such lot and make the first payment thereon, as herein
provided, the lot and improvements shall be sold at public auction to
the highest bidder, under direction of the appraisement commission,
at a price not less than their appraised value, and the purchaser shall
pay the purchase price to the owner of the improvements, less the
appraised value of the lot.

12. Any person having the right of oceupancy of a residence or
husiness lot or both in any town, whether improved or not, and own-
ing no other lot or land therein, shall have the right to purchase such
lot by paying one-half of the appraised value thereof.

13. Any person holding lands within a town occupied by him as a
home. also any person who had at the time of signing this agreement
purchased any lot, tract. or parcel of land from any }}131'5011 in legal
possession at the time, shall have the right to purchase the lot embraced
in same by ]l'm‘\_'ing one-half of the appraised value thereof, not, how-
ever, exceec i]‘lg four acres.

14, All town lots not having thereon improvements, other than tem-
porary buildings, fencing, and tillage, the sale or disposition of which
is not herein otherwise specifically provided for, shall be sold within
twelve months after their appraisement, under direction of the Secre-
tary of the Interior, after r}uu advertisement, at public auction to the
highest bidder at not less than their appraised value.

Any person having the right of occupancy of lands in any town
which has been or may be ]zl.i%i out into town lots, to be sold at public
auction as above, shall have the right to purchase one-fourth of all
the lots into which such lands may have been divided at two-thirds of
their appraised value.

15. When the appraisement of any town lot is made, upon which
any person has improvements as aforesaid, said appraisement commis-
sion shall notify him of the amount of said appraisement, and he shall,
within sixty days thereafter, make payment of ten per centum of the
amount due for the lot, as herein provided, and four months thereafter
he shall pay fifteen per centum additional, and the remainder of the
purchase money in three equal annual installments, wichout interest.

Any person who may purchase an unimproved lot shall proceed to
make payment for same in such time and manner as herein provided
for the payment of sums due on improved lots, and if in any case any
amount be not paid when due, it shall thereafter bear interest at the
rate of ten per centum per annum until paid. The purchaser may in
any case at any time make full payment for any town lot.




FIFTY-SIXTH CONGRESS. Smss. II. Cu. 676, 1901.

16. All town lots purchased by eitizens in accordance with the pro-
visions of this agreement shall be free from incumbrance by any debt
contracted prior to date of his deed therefor, except for improvements
thereon.

17. No taxes shall be assessed by any town government against any
town lot remaining unsold, but taxes may be assessed against any town
lot sold as herein provided, and the same shall constitute a lien upon
the interest of the purchaser therein after any payment thereon has
been made by him, and if forfeiture of any lot be made all taxes
assessed against such lot shall be paid out of any money paid thereon
by the purchaser.

18. The surveyors may select and locate a cemetery within suitable
distance from each town, to embrace such number of acres as may be
deemed necessary for such purpose, and the appraisement commission
shall appraise the same at not less than twenty dollars per acre, and
the town may purchase the land by paying the appraised value thereof;
and if any citizen have improvements thereon, other than fencing and
tillage, they shall be appraised by said commission and paid for by the
town. The town authorities shall dispose of the lots in such cemetery
at reasonable prices, in suitable sizes for burial purposes, and the pro-
ceeds thereof shall be applied to the general improvement of the
property.

19. The United States may purchase, in any town in the Creek
Nation, suitable land for court-houses, jails, and other necessary pub-
lic buildings for its use, by paying the appraised value thereof, the
same to be selected under the direction of the department for whose
use such buildings are to be evected: and if any person have improve:
ments thereon, other than temporary buildings. fenecing, and tillage,
the same shall be appraised and paid for by the United States.

20. Henry Kendall College, Nazareth Institute, and Spaulding Insti-
tute, in Muskogee. may purchase the parcels of land oceupied by them,
or which may have been laid out for their use and so designated upon
the plat of said town, at one-half of their appraised value, upon condi-
tions herein provided: and all other schools and institutions of learn-
ing located 1n incorporated towns in the Creek Nation may, in like
manner, purchase the lots or parcels of land occupied by them.

21. All town lots or parts of lots, not exceeding fifty by one hundred
and fifty feet in size, upon which church houses and parsonages have
been erected. and which are occupied as such at the time of appraise-
ment, shall be properly conveved to the churches to which such
improvements belong gratuitously, and if such churches have other
adjoining lots inclosed, actually necessary for their use, they may pur-
chase the same by paving one-half the appraised value thereof.

29, The towns of Clarksyville. Coweta. Gibson Station, and Mounds
may be surveyed and laid out in town lots and necessary streets and
allevs, and platted as other towns, each to embrace such amount of
land as may be deemed necessary, not exceeding one hundred and sixty
acres for either, and in manner not to include or interfere with the
allotment of any citizen selected prior to the date of this agreement,
which survey may be made in manner 1;_)rm.'ifhu:l for other towns: and
the appraisement of the town lots of said towns may be made by any
committee appointed for either of the other towns hereinbefore named,
and the lots in said towns may be disposed of in like manner and on
the same conditions and terms as those of other towns. All of such
work may be done under the divection of and subject to the approval
of the Secretary of the Interior.

TITLES.

23. Immediately after the ratification of this agreement by Congress
_and the tribe, the Secretary of the Interior shall furnish the principal
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chief with blank deeds necessary for all conveyances herein provided
for. and the principal chief shall thereupon proceed to execute in due
form and deliver to each eitizen who has selected or may hereafter
select his allotment, which is not contested, a deed conveying to him
all right, title, and interest of the Creek Nation and of all other citi-
zens in and to the lands embraced in his allotment eertificate, and such
other lands as may have been selected by him for equalization of his
allotment.

The principal chief shall, in like manner and with like effect, execute
and deliver to proper parties deeds of conveyance in all other cases
herein provided for. All lands or town lots to be conveyed to any one
person shall, so far as practicable, be included in one deed, and all
deeds shall he executed free of charge.

All conveyances shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior,
which shall serve as a relinquishment to the grantee of all the right,
title, and interest of the United States in and to the lands embraced in
his deed.

Any allottee aceepting such deed shall be deemed to assent to the
allotment and conveyance of all the lands of the tribe, as provided
herein, and as a relinquishment of all his right, title, and interest in and
to the same, except in the proceeds of lands reserved from allotment.

The acceptance of deeds of minors and incompetents, by persons
authorized to select their allotments for them, shall be deemed suffi-
¢ient to bind such minors and incompetents to allotment and convey-
ance of all other lands of the tribe, as provided herein.

The transfer of the title of the Creek tribe to individual allottees and
to other persons, as provided in this agreement, shall not inure to the
benefit of any railroad company, nor vest in any railroad company.
any right, title, or interest in or to any of the lands in the Creek Nation.

All deeds when so executed and approved shall be filed in the office
of the Dawes Commission, and there recorded without expense to the
grantee, and such records shall have like effect as other public records.

RESERVATIONS.

24. The following lands shall be reserved from the general allotment
herein provided for:

(a) All lands herein set apart for town sites.

(b) All lands to which, at the date of the ratification of this agree-
ment, any railroad company may. under any treaty or act of Congress,
have a vested right for right of way. depots, station grounds, water
stations, stock vards, or similar uses connected with the maintenance
and operation of the railroad.

(¢) Forty acres for the Eufaula High School.
; Forty acres for the Wealaka Boarding School.
) Forty acres for the Newyaka Boarding School.
) Forty acres for the Wetumka Boarding School.
) Forty acres for the Euchee Boarding School.
) Forty acres for the Coweta Boarding School.
\ Forty acres for the Creek Orphan Home.
) Forty : * the Tallahassee Colored Boarding School.
)

Forty acres for the Pecan Creek Colored Boarding School.
Forty acres for the Colored Creek Orphan Home.
All lands selected for town cemeteries, as herein provided.

(1) The landsoccupied by the university established by the American
Baptist Home Mission Society, and located near the town of Muskogee,
to the amount of forty acres, which shall he apFraised, excluding
improvements thercon, and said university shall have the right to
purchase the same by paying one-half the appraised value thereof, on
terms and conditions herein provided. All improvements made by
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said university on lands in excess of said forty acres shall be appraised
and the value thereof paid to it by the person to whom such lands may
be allotted.

(0) One acre each for the six established Creek court-houses with
the improvements thereon.

(p) One acre each for all churches and schools outside of towns now
regularly used as such.

All reservations under the provisions of this agreement, except as
otherwise provided herein, when not needed for the purposes for
which they are at present used, shall be sold at public auction to the
highest bidder, to citizens only, under directions of the Secretary of
the Interior.

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS.

25. Authority is hereby conferred upon municipal corporations in
the Creek Nation, with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior,
to issue bonds and borrow money thereon for sanitary purposes, and
for the construction of sewers, lighting plants, waterworks, and
schoolhouses, subject to all the provisions of laws of the United
States in force in the organized Territories of the United States in
reference to municipal indebtedness and issuance of bonds for public
purposes; and said provisions of law are hereby put in force in said
nation and made applicable to the cities and towns therein the same as
if specially enautec‘ in reference thereto.

CLAIMS,

26. All claims of whatsoever nature, including the ** Loyal Creek
claim” under Article Four of the treaty of eighteen hundred and
sixty-six, and the **Self-emigration claim™ under Article Twelve of
the treaty of eighteen hundred and thirty-two, which the tribe or any
individual thereof may have against the United States, or any other
claim arising under the treaty of eighteen hundred and sixty-six, or
any claim which the United States may have against said tribe, shall
be submitted to the Senate of the United States for determination;
and within two years from the ratification of this agreement the Sen-
ate shall make final determination thereof; and in the event that any
sums are awarded the said tribe, or any citizen thereof, provision shall
be made for immediate payment of same.

Of these claims the *“Loyal Creek claim,” for what they suffered
because of their loyalty to the United States Government during the
civil war, long delayed, is so urgent in its character that the parties
to this agreement express the hope that it may receive consideration
and be determined at the earliest practicable moment,

Any other eclaim which the Creek Nation may have against the
United States may be prosecuted in the Court of Claims of the United
States, with right of appeal to the Supreme Court; and jurisdiction to
try and determine such claim is hereby conferred upon said courts.

FUNDS OF THE TRIBE.

27. All treaty funds of the tribe shall hereafter be capitalized for
the ;ur{){):se_uf equalizing allotments and for the other purposes
provided in this agreement.

ROLLS OF CITIZENSHIP.

28. No person, except as herein provided, shall be added to the
rolls of citizenship of said tribe after the date of this agreement, and
no person whomsoever shall be added to said rolls after the ratification
of this agreement.
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All citizens who were living on the first day of April. eighteen
hundred and ninety-nine, entitled to be enrolled under section twenty-
one of the Act of Congress approved June twenty-eighth, eighteen
hundred and ninety-eight, entitled **An Act for the protection of the
people of the Indian Territory, and for other purposes,” shall be placed
upon the rolls to be made by said commission under said Act of Con-
gress, and if any such citizen has died since that time, or may hereafter
die, before receiving his allotment of lands and distributive share of
all the funds of the tribe, the lands and money to which he would be
entitled, if living, shall descend to his heirs according to the laws of
descent and distribution of the Creek Nation, and be allotted and
distributed to them accordingly.

All children born to citizens so entitled to enrollment, up to and
including the first day of July. nineteen hundred, and then living. shall
be pluceﬁ on the rolls made by said commission; and if any such child
die after said date, the lands and moneys to which it would be entitled,
if living, shall descend to its heirs according to the laws of descent and
distribution of the Creek Nation, and be allotted and distributed to
them accordingly.

The rolls so made by said commission, when approved by the Secre-
tary of the Interior, shall be the final rolls of citizenship of said tribe,
upon which the allotment of all lands and the distribution of all moneys
and other property of the tribe shall be made, and to no other persons.

29, Said commission shall have authority to enroll as Creek citizens
certain full-blood Creek Indians now residing in the Cherokee Nation,
and also certain full-blood Creek Indians now residing in the Creek
Nation who have recently removed there from the State of Texas, and
the families of full-blood Creeks who now reside in Texas, and such
other recognized citizens found on the Creek rolls as might, by reason
of nonresidence. be excluded from enrollment by section twenty-one
of said Act of Congress approyed June twenty-eighth, eighteen hun-
dred and ninety-eight: Provided, That such nonresidents shall, in
good faith, remove to the Creek Nation before said commission shall

" complete the rolls of Creek citizens as aforesaid.
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30. All deferred payments, under provisions of this agreement,
shall constitute a lien in favor of the tribe on the property for which
the debt was contracted, and if,at the expiration of two years from
the date of payment of the fifteen per centum aforesaid, default in
any annual payment has been made, the lien for the payment of all
purchase money remaining unpaid may be enforced in the United
States court within the jurisdietion of which the town is located in
the same manner as vendor’s liens are enforced; such suit being
brought in the name of the principal chief, for the benefit of the tribe,

31. All moneys to be paid to the tribe under any of the proyisions
of this agreement shall be paid, under direction of the Secretary of
the Interior, into the Treasury of the United States to the credit of
the tribe, and an itemized report thereof shall be made monthly to the
Secretary of the Interior anth.o the principal chief,

32, All funds of the tribe, and all moneys acerning under the pro-
visions of this agreement, when needed for the purposes of equalizing
allotments or for any other purposes herein prescribed, shall be paic
out under the direction cf the Secretary of the Interior; and when
vequired for per capita payments, if any, shall be paid out directly to
each individual by a honded officer of the United States, under direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, without unnecessary delay.

33. No funds belonging to said tribe shall hereafter be used or paid
out for any purposes by any officer of the United States without con-
sent of the tribe, expressly given through its national council, except
as herein provided.
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34, The United States shall pay all expenses incident to the survey,
platting, and disposition of town lots, and of allotment of lands made
under the provisions of this agreement, except where the town authori-
ties have been or may be duly authorized to survey and plat their
respective towns at the expense of such town.

35. Parents shall be the natural guardians of their children, and
shall act for them as such unless a guardian shall have been appointed
by a court having jurisdiction: and parents so acting shall not be
required to give bond as guardians unless by order of such court, but
they, and all other persons having charge of lands, moneys, and other
property belonging to minors and incompetents, shall be required to
make proper accounting therefor in the court having jurisdiction
thereof in manner deemed necessary for the preservation of such
estates.

36. All Seminole citizens who have heretofore settled and made
homes upon lands belonging to the Creeks may there take, for them-
selves and their families, such allotments as they would be entitled to
take of Seminole lands, and all Creek citizens who have heretofore
settled and made homes upon lands belonging to Seminoles may there
take, for themselves and their families, allotments of one hundred and
sixty acres each, and if the citizens of one tribe thus receive a greater
number of acres than the citizens of the other, the excess shall be paid
for by such tribe, at & price to be agreed upon by the principal chiefs
of the two tribes, and if they fail to agree, the price sllm.ll be fixed by
the Indian agent, but the citizenship of persons so taking allotments
shall in ne wise be affected therehy.

Titles shall be conveyed to Seminoles selecting allotments of Creek
lands in manner herein provided for conveyance of Creek allotments,
and titles shall be conveyed to Creeks selecting allotments of Seminole
lands in manner provided in the Seminole agreement, dated December
sixteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven. for conveyance of Semi-
nole allotments: Prowided, That deeds shall be executed to allottees
immediately after selection of allotment is made.

This provision shall not take effect until after it shall have been
geparately and specifically approved by the Creek national council and
by the Seminole general council; and if not approved by either, it
shall fail altogether, and be eliminated from this agreement without
impairing any other of its provisions.

37. Creek ecitizens may rent their allotments, when selected, for a
term not exceeding one year, and after receiving title thereto without
restriction, if adjoining allottees are not injured thereby, and cattle
grazed thereon shall not be liable to any tribal tax; but when cattle

are introduced into the Creek Nation and grazed on lands not selected

by citizens, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to collect from
the owners thereof a reasonable grazing tax for the benefit of the tribe;
and section twenty-one hundred and seventeen, Revised Statutes of
the United States, shall not hereafter apply to Creek lands.

38. After any citizen has selected his allotment he may dispose of
any timber thereon, but if he dispose of such timber, or any part of
same, he shall not thereafter select other lands in lieu thereof, and his
allotment shall be appraised as if in condition when selected.

No timber shall be taken from lands not so selected, and disposed of,
without payment of reasonable royalty thereon, under contract to be
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior.

39. No noneitizen renting lands from a citizen for agricultural pur-
poses, as provided by law, whether such lands have been selected as an
allotment or not. shall be required to pay any permit tax.

40. The Creek school fund shall be used, under direction of the See-
retary of the Interior, for the education of Creek citizens, and the
Creek schools shall be conducted under rules and regulations prescribed
by him, under dirvect supervision of the Creek school superintendent
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and a supervisor appointed by the Secretary, and under Creek laws,
subject to such modifications as the Secretary of the Interior may deem
necessary to make the schools most effective and to produce the best
possible results.

ualifications of Al teachers shall be examined by or under direction of said super-
intendent and supervisor., and competent teachers and other persons to
be engaged in and about the schools with good moral character only
shall be employed, but where all qualifications are equal preference
shall be given to ecitizens in such employment.

Expenses. All moneys for running the schools shall be appropriated by the
Creek national council, not exceeding the amount of the Creek school
fund. seventy-six thousand four hundred and sixty-eight dollars and
forty cents: but if it fail or refuse to make the necessary appropria-
tions the Secretary of the Interior may direct the use of a sufficient
amount of the school funds to pay all expenses necessary to the efticient
conduct of the schools, strict account thereof to be rendered to him
and to the prineipal chief.

ST All accounts for expenditures in running the schools shall be exam-
ined and approved by said superintendent and supervisor, and also by
the general superintendent of Indian schools, in Indian Territory,
before payment thereof is made.

Appeal. If the superintendent and supervisor fail to agree upon any matter
under their direction or control, it shall be decided by said general
superintendent, subject to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior: but
his decision shall govern until reversed by the Secretary.

Vinertleases s, 41, The provisions of section thirteen of the Act of Congress

504. approved June twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight,
entitled **An Act for the protection of the people of the Indian Ter-
ritory, and for other purposes,” shall not apply to or in any manner
affect the lands or other property of said tribe, or be in force in the
Creek Nation, and no Act of Congress or treaty provision inconsistent
with this agreement shall be in force in said nation, except section
fourteen of said last-mentioned Act, which shall continue in force as if
this agreement had not been made.

e"}"r1,1?']'”.“fldf‘};:_::f(':"{ 42. No act, ordinance, or resolution of the national trount_'i] of the

by the President. | Creek Nation in any manner affecting the lands of the tribe, or of
individuals after allotment, or the moneys or other property of the
tribe, or of the citizens thereof, except appropriations for the neces-
sary incidental and salaried expenses of the Creek government as
herein limited, shall be of any validity until approved by the President
of the United States. When any such act, ordinance, or resolution
shall be passed by said council and approved by the principal chief, a
true and correct copy thereof, duly certified, shall be immediately
transmitted to the President, who shall, within thirty days after
received by him, approve or disapprove the same. 1f disapproved, it
shall be so il)dUI'i‘t‘-@(l’l) and returned to the principal chief; if approved,
the approval shall be indorsed thereon, and it shall be published in at
least two newspapers having a bona fide circulation in the Creek
Nation.

gntoxicants prohib- 43, The United States agrees to maintain strict laws in said nation
against the introduction, sale, barter, or giving away of liquors or
intoxicants of any kind whatsoever.

Existing treaties 44, This agreement shall in no wise affect the provisions of existing

s treaties between the United States and said tribe except so far as
inconsistent therewith.

JAaditonatpowerto 45, All things necessary to carrying into effect the provisions of

: " this agreement, not otherwise herein specifically provided for, shall
be done under authority and direction of the Secretary of the Interior.

g‘j\!'kfr’;;;j;:_?”'u:‘ tribal 48, The tribal government pf the Creek Nation r.ih:;ll not continue
longer than March fourth, nineteen hundred and six, subject to such
further legislation as Congress may deem proper.

-~
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47. Nothing ¢ 011tmnod in this agreement shall be construed to revive
or reestablish the Creek courts which have been abolished by former
Acts of Congress.

Approved, March 1, 1901.

CHAP. 677.—An Act Making appropriations for fortifications and other works of
defense, for the armament thereof, for the procurement of heavy ordnance for trial
and service, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted r’u,’ f}n— Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the sums of money
herein provided for be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of
any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be availa-
ble until expended, namely:

FORTIFICATIONS AND» OTHER WORKS OF DEFENSE.

For construction of gun batteries, one million six hundred and
fifteen thousand dollars.

For purchase and installation of search lights for the defenses of

New York Harbor, one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

For installation of range and position finders, one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars.

For the procurement of land, or right pertaining thereto, needed
for the site, location, construction, or prosecution of works for forti-
fications and coast defenses, two hundred thousand dollars.

For the protection, preservation, and repair of fortifications for
which there may be no special appropriation available, one hundred
thousand dollars.

For reconstruction and rvepair of the fortifications to protect the
harbor of Galyveston, Texas, and for each and every purpose necessary
in connection therewith, nine hundred and ninety-two thousand dollars.

For preparation of plans for fortifications, five thousand dollars.

For Luoﬂ . electrical and engine supplies, to be furnished by the
Engineer Department, for use of the troops for maintaining and oper-
atltur electric light and power plants in gun and mortar batteries.
tw (mt\ -five thousand dollars,

For construction of sea walls and embankments, one hundred thou-
sand dollars.

For the purchase of submarine mines and necessary appliances to
operate them for closing the channels leading to our principal sea

orts, including San Juan, Porto Rico; needful casemates, cable 0:11—
eries, and so forth, to render it possible to operate submarine mines,
and continuing torpedo experiments, fifty thousand dollars.

ARMAMENT OF FORTIFICATIONS.

For oil-tempered and annealed steel for eight-inch, ten-inch, and
twelve-inch seacoast guns, four hundred and seventy-six thousand dol-
lavs: Provided, That no contract for oil-tempered and annealed steel
for high-power coast-defense guns and mortars shall be made at a
price exceeding twenty-one cents per pound: Provided, That in the
discretion of the Secretary of War a portion of this money may be used
for the purchase of material for steel-wire ses wcoast guns.

For purchase, manufacture, alteration, and issue of carriages for
mounting seacoast guns of eight, ten, and twelve inch ealibers, four
hundred and eighty “five thousand dollars.

For powders, projectiles, and explosives for reserve supply for can-
non. six hundred thousand dollars.

For 1 rapid-fire guns, including their mounts and ammunition. four
hundred and seventy-seven thousand nine hundred and eight dollars
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