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FIFTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. Sgss. III. CHs. 381, 382. 1899,

CHAP. 381.—An Act To provide for the erection of a public building at Freeport,
Illinois.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to purchase,
acquire by condemnation, or otherwise provide a site and caunse to be
erected thereon a substantial and commodions building, with fireproof
vaults, for the use and accommodation of the post-office and other
government uses at Freeport, Illinois, The site and building thereon,
when completed npon plans and specifications to be previously made
and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury, shall not exceed in cost
the sum of seventy-five thousand dollars; nor shall any site be pur-
chased until estimates for the erection of a building which will furnish
sufficient acecommodations for the transaction of the public business,
and which shall not exceed in cost the balance of the sum herein limited
after the site shall have been purchased and paid for, shall have been
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury; and no purchase of site or
plan for said building shall be approved by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury involving an expenditure exceeding the said sum of sey enty-five
thousand dollars for site and building; and the site purchased shall
leave the building unexposed to d.mnrm from fire by an open space of
at least forty feet, including streets and alleys.

Approved, March 2, 1899,

CHAP. 382.—An Aet To provide for the purchase of a site and the erection of a
publie building thereon at Streator, in the State of Illinois.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to acquire, by
purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, a site, and fo contract for the
erection and completion thereon of a suitable building, including fire-
proof vaults, heating and ventilating apparatus, and approaches, for
the use and accommodation of the United States post-office and other
Government offices, in_the city of Streator and State of Illinois, the
cost of said site and building, including said vaults, heating and Ventl-
lating apparatus, and approaches, complete, not to exceed the sum of
fifty thousand dollars.

Proposals for the sale of land suitable for said site shall be invited
by publie advertisement in one or more of the newspapers of said city
of largest circulation for at least twenty days prior to the date specified
in said advertisement for the opening of said proposals.

Proposals made in response to said advertisement shall be addressed
and mailed to the Secretary of the Treasury, who shall then cause the
said proposed sites, and such others as he may thins proper to desig-
nate, to be examined in person by an agent of the Treasury Depart-
ment, who shall make written report to said Secretary of the results of
said examination and of his recommendation thereon and the reasons
therefor, which shall be accompanied by the original proposals, and all
maps, p]atx, and statements which shall have come into his possession
relating to the said proposed sites.

If, upon consideration of said report and accompanying papers, the
hvu‘v tary of the Treasury shall deem further investigation necessary,
he may dp]ltlllltd commission of not more than three persons, one of
whom shall be an officer of the Treasury Department, which commis-
sion shall also examine the said proposed sites, and such others as the
Secretary of the Treasnry may designate, and grant such hearings in
relation thereto as they shall deem necessary; and said commission
shall, within thirty days after such examination, make to the Secretary
of the Treasury written report of their conelusions in the premises,
accompanied by all statements, maps, plats, or documents taken by or
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