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December 21,1898. CHAP. 31.—An Act Providing for a national exposition of American products 
and manufactures at the city of Philadelphia, for the encouragement of the export 
trade.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be held a 
national exposition of American products and manufactures, suitable 
for export, at the city of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, in 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, under the auspices of the 
Philadelphia Exposition Association; and that there may be admitted 
to said exposition such articles not of American manufacture and such 
other objects as may conduce to the interest of the exposition and may 
be useful for comparison with American products and manufactures: 
Provided, That the United States shall not be liable for any of the 
expenses attending or incident to such an exposition, nor by reason of 
the same, further than hereinafter provided for.

Sec . 2. That all articles which shall be imported from foreign coun-
tries for the sole purpose of exhibition at said exposition, upon which 
there shall be a tariff or customs duty, shall be admitted free of pay-
ment of duty, customs fees, or charges, under such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe; but it shall be lawful at any 
time during the exhibition to sell, for delivery at the close thereof, any 
goods or property imported for and actually on exhibition in the exhi-
bition building, or on the grounds, subject to such regulation for the 
security of the revenue and for the collection of import duties as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe: Provided, That all such arti-
cles when sold or withdrawn for consumption in the United States shall 
be subject to the duty, if any, imposed upon such articles by the reve-
nue laws in force at the date of importation; and all penalties pre-
scribed by the law shall be applied and enforced against the persons 
who may be guilty of any illegal sale or withdrawal.

Sec . 3. That for the purpose of enabling the collection in foreign 
markets of samples of merchandise of the character in favor and 
demand therein, of illustrating the manner in which merchandise for 
such markets should be prepared and packed, together with necessary 
business data concerning said samifles to be displayed at the said expo-
sition for the instruction and benefit of American manufacturers and 
merchants, and thereby laying the foundation of a great system of 
national commercial education, there is hereby appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the board of trus-
tees of the Philadelphia Museums the sum of fifty thousand dollars: 
Provided, That this sum shall be expended only for the purposes set 
forth iu this section, and the samples of merchandise so collected shall 
become the property of said Philadelphia Museums. The Department 
of State is hereby directed to cooperate in this work, through the con-
sular service of the United States, iu such a manner as may be agreed 
upon by conference between the Secretary of State and the trustees 
and officers of the exposition association.

Sec . 4. That to aid in providing buildings necessary for the purposes 
of the exposition (said buildings to be erected on lands set aside by the 
city of Philadelphia for the board of trustees of the Philadelphia 
Museums, and after the close of the exposition to be available for one 
or more of the various purposes of the Philadelphia Museums corpora-
tion, as set forth in its charter), and for the purpose of collecting, 
installing, and caring for such an exhibit by the United States Govern-
ment as may be found expedient and desirable, there is hereby appro-
priated, out of any money not otherwise appropriated, to the said Phil-
adelphia Exposition Association the sum of three hundred thousand 
dollars: Provided, That no liability against the Government shall be 
incurred, and no payments of money under this section shall be made, 
until the officers of said exposition shall have furnished the Secretary 
of the Treasury proofs to his satisfaction that there have been obtained 
by said board of trustees of the Philadelphia Museums and said Phila-
delphia Exposition Association, in good faith, subscriptions, contribu-
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tions, donations, or appropriations, from all sources, for tbe purpose of 
said exposition and the buildings to be used therefor, a sum aggregat-
ing not less than an amount equal to the sum appropriated in this 
section.

Sec . 5. That the United States shall not in any manner, nor under 
any circumstances, be liable for any of the acts, doings, proceedings, or 
representations of said board of trustees of the Philadelphia Museums 
or the Philadelphia Exposition Association, its officers, agents, servants, 
or employees, or any of them, or for service, salaries, labor, or wages of 
said officers, agents, servants, or employees, or any of them, or for any 
subscriptions to the capital stock, or for any certificates of stock, bonds, 
mortgages, or obligations of any kind issued by said corporation, or for 
any debts, liabilities, or expenses of any kind whatever attending such 
corporation or accruing by reason of the same, other than are in this 
Act provided.

Sec . 6. That nothing in this Act shall be so construed as to create 
any liability of the United States, direct or indirect, for any debts or 
obligations incurred, nor for any claim for aid or pecuniary assistance 
from Congress or the Treasury of the United States in support or liqui-
dation of any debts or obligations created by said board of trustees of 
the Philadelphia Museums or the Philadelphia Exposition Association 
in excess of the sums herein appropriated.

Approved, December 21, 1898.
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CHAP. 32.—An Act To regulate the sitting of the United States courts within 
the district of South Carolina.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the regular terms of the 
circuit court of the United States for the district of South Carolina 
shall be held each year as follows: In the city of Greenville on the third 
Tuesday in April and on the third Tuesday in October; in the city of 
Columbia on the fourth Tuesday in November; in the city of Charles-
ton ou the first Tuesday in April.

Sec . 2. That the regular terms of the district court of the United 
States for the western district of South Carolina shall be held in each 
year in the city of Greenville on the third Tuesday in April and on the 
third Tuesday in October.

Sec . 3. That the regular terms of the district court of the United 
States for the eastern district of South Carolina shall be held in each 
year in the city of Charleston on the first Tuesday in June and on the 
first Tuesday in December, and in the city of Columbia on the fourth 
Tuesday in November.

Sec . 4. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the pro-
visions of this Act be, and the same are hereby, repealed.

Approved, December 21, 1898.
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CHAP. 33.—An Act Authorizing the use of typewriting machines for the record-
ing of deeds and other instruments of writing in the office of the recorder of deeds 
of the District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the recorder of deeds of 
the District of Columbia be, and he is hereby, authorized and empow-
ered to purchase and use in his office, for the recording of deeds and 
other instruments of writing required by law to be recorded iu said 
office, typewriting machines, to be paid for as appropriations may be 
made from time to time; and all deeds and other instruments of writ-
ing entitled by law to be recorded in said office which shall be recorded 
by typewriting machines are hereby declared to be legally recorded.
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