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apprentices; and for this purpose the Secretary of the Navy is empow-
ered to appoint twenty-five pharmacists with the rank, pay,'aud privi-
leges of warrant officers, removable in the discretion of the Secretary, 
and to enlist, or cause to be enlisted, as many hospital stewards, hospital 
apprentices (first class), and hospital apprentices as in his judgment 
may be necessary, and to limit or fix the number, and to make such 
regulations as may be required for their enlistment and government. 
Enlisted men in the Navy or the Marine Corps shall be eligible for 
transfer to the hospital corps, and vacancies occurring in the grade of 
pharmacist shall be filled by the Secretary of the Navy by selection 
from those holding the rate of hospital steward.

Sec . 2. That all necessary hospital and ambulance service at naval 
hospitals, naval stations, navy-yards, and marine barracks, and on 
vessels of the Navy, Coast Survey, aud Fish Commission, shall be 
performed by the members of said corps, and the coi'ps shall be perma-
nently attached to the Medical Department of the Navy, and shall be 
included in the effective strength of the Navy and be counted as a part 
of the enlisted force provided by law, and shall be subject to the laws 
and regulations for the government of the Navy.

Sec . 3. That the pay of hospital stewards shall be sixty dollars a 
month, the pay of hospital apprentices (first class) thirty dollars a 
month, and the pay of hospital apprentices twenty dollars a month, 
with the increase on account of length of service as is now or may here-
after be allowed by law to other enlisted men in the Navy.

Sec . 4. That all benefits derived from existing laws, or that may 
hereafter be allowed by law, to other warrant officers or enlisted men 
in the Navy shall be allowed in the same manner to the warrant officers 
or enlisted men in the hospital corps of the Navy.

Sec . 5. That all acts and parts of acts, so far as they conflict with 
the provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed.

Approved, June 17, 1898.
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CHAP. 464.—An Act To provide American registers for the steamers Specialist 
and Unionist.

June 18.1898.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to cause the foreign-built 
steamers Specialist and Unionist to be registered as vessels of the 
United States, provided that they shall not engage in the coastwise 
trade of this Republic.

Approved, June 18, 1898.
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CHAP. 465.—An Act Granting to the Kettle River Valley Railway Company a 
right of way through the north half of the Colville Indian Reservation in the State 
of Washington.

June 18,1898.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be, and is hereby, 
granted to the Kettle River Valley Railway Company, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the State of Washington, a right of way 
for a railroad, to the extent of one hundred feet on each side of the 
center line thereof, across the said north half of the said Colville Indian 
Reservation, and also a right of way to the extent of one hundred feet 
on each side of the center line of any branches of said line, commenc-
ing at a point on the line of the Spokane Falls aud Rorthern Railway, 
in Stevens County, Washington, crossing the Columbia River, and 
running thence westerly and northwesterly by the most feasible route 
through the north half of said reservation, said line or branches to con-
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