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their equipments, and for repairing and refitting them, and for securing
responsibility in the subordinate officers and agents: which regulations,
when approved by the President of the United States, shall be respected
and obeyed, until altered and revoked by the same authority; and the
said rules and regulations thus prepared and approved, shall be laid be-
fore Congress at their next session. It shall also be the duty of said
board, upon the requisition of the Secretary of the Navy, to furnish all
the estimates of expenditure, which the several branches of the service
may require, and such other information and statements as he may deem
necessary.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the officer of the said board
holding the oldest commission shall preside, and each commissioner
shall be entitled to receive, in compensation for his services, three thou-
sand five hundred dollars per annum in lieu of wages, rations, and other
emoluments, as naval officers; and all letters and packets to and from
the said commissioners, which relate to their official duties, shall be free
from postage.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be
construed to take from the Secretary of the Navy his control and direc-
tion of the naval forces of the United States, as now by law possessed.

Appro ve d , February 7, 1815.

securing unifor-
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Statute III.

Cha p. XXXVIII.—An Act for the better regulation of the Ordnance Department.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States of America, in Congress assembled, That from and after the pas-
sage of this act, the ordnance department shall consist of one colonel,
one lieutenant colonel, two majors, ten captains, ten first lieutenants, ten
second lieutenants, and ten third lieutenants.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the colonel or senior officer
of the ordnance department is authorized to enlist for the service of that
department, for five years, as many master armorers, master carriage
makers, master blacksmiths, artificers, armorers, carriage makers, black-
smiths, and labourers, as the public service, in his judgment, under the
directions of the Secretary for the Department of War, may require.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
colonel of the ordnance department to direct the inspection and proving
of all pieces of ordnance, cannon balls, shot, shells, small arms, and side 
arms, and equipments, procured for the use of the armies of the United
States; and to direct the construction of all cannon and carriages, and
every implement and apparatus for ordnance, and all ammunition wa-
gons, travelling forges, and artificer’s wagons, the inspection and proving
of powder, and the preparation of all kinds of ammunition and ordnance
stores. And it shall also be the duty of the colonel or senior officer of
the ordnance department, to furnish estimates, and under the direction
of the Secretary for the Department of War, to make contracts and pur-
chases for procuring the necessary supplies of arms, equipments, ordnance
and ordnance stores.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance
department shall organize and attach to regiments, corps, or garrisons,
such number of artificers, with proper tools, carriages and apparatus,
under such regulations and restrictions relative to their government and
number, as, in his judgment, with the approbation of the Secretary for
the Department of War, may be considered necessary.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance
department, or senior officer of that department of any district, shall exe-
cute all orders of the Secretary for the Department of War, and, in time
of war, the orders of any general, or field officer, commanding any army,

Feb. 8, 1815.
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garrison or detachment, for the supply of all arms, ordnance, ammuni-
tion, carriages, forges, and apparatus, for garrison, field or siege service.

Sec . 6. And be it further enacted, That the keepers of all magazines
and arsenals shall, quarterly, or oftener if so directed, and in such man-
ner as directed by the colonel of the ordnance department, make correct
returns to the colonel or senior officer of the ordnance department, of all
ordnance, arms, and ordnance stores, they may have in charge.

Sec . 7. And be it further enacted, That the costs of repairs or damages
done to arms, equipments, or implements, in the use of the armies of
the United States, shall be deducted from the pay of any officer or soldier
in whose care or use the said arms, equipments, or implements were,
when the said damages occurred: Provided, The said damages were
occasioned by the abuse or negligence of the said officer or soldier. And
it is hereby made the duty of every officer commanding regiments, corps,
garrisons, or detachments, to make, once every two months, or oftener
if so directed, a written report to the colonel of the ordnance depart-
ment, stating all damages to arms, equipments, and implements, belong-
ing to his command, noting those occasioned by negligence or abuse, and
naming the officer or soldier by whose negligence or abuse the said 
damages were occasioned.

Sec . 8. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance
department shall make, half yearly, to the War Department, or oftener,
if the Secretary for that Department shall so direct, a correct report of
the officers, and all artificers, and labourers, in his department; also, of
all ordnance, arms, military stores, implements, and apparatus, of every
description, and in such form as the Secretary for the Department of
War shall direct.

Sec . 9. And be it further enacted, That to insure system and uniform-
ity in the different public armories, they are hereby placed under the
direction of the ordnance department. And the colonel of the ordnance
department, under the direction of the Secretary for the Department of
War, is hereby authorized to establish depots of arms, ammunition, and
ordnance stores, in such parts of the United States, and in such numbers,
as may be deemed necessary.

Sec . 10. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance
department, under the direction of the Secretary for the Department of
War, is hereby authorized to draw up a system of regulations for the
government of the ordnance department, forms of returns and reports, and
for the uniformity of manufactures of all arms ordnance, ordnance stores,
implements, and apparatus, and for the repairing and better preservation
of the same.

Sec . 11. And be it further enacted, That the pay, emoluments, and
allowances, for the officers of the ordnance department, shall be the same
as the pay, emoluments, and allowances, now allowed to officers of simi-
lar grades respectively, in the artillery of the United States. And that
the pay of a master armorer shall be thirty dollars per month, and one
and a half rations per day; of a master carriage maker, thirty dollars per
month, and one and a half rations per day; of a master blacksmith, thirty
dollars per month, and one and a half rations per day. The pay of
armorers, carriage makers, or blacksmiths, each, sixteen dollars per month
and one and a half rations per day; the pay of artificers, thirteen dollars 
per month, and one ration per day; and the pay of labourers, nine dollars 
per month, and one ration per day; and to all of the said workmen, arti-
ficers, and labourers, the same clothing, and other allowances, as are
allowed to privates of infantry in the army of the United States, except
clothing to the master workmen.

Sec . 12. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United
States is hereby authorized to continue in the service, under this act, all
the officers of the ordnance department in service on the passage of
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the same, or to transfer them to other corps of the army of the United
States.

Sec . 13. And be it further enacted, That the colonel of the ordnance
department is hereby allowed, at the rate of one thousand dollars per
year, for clerks, and such books and stationery as may be necessary to
his department.

Sec . 14. And be it further enacted, That the act passed May the four-
teenth, one thousand eight hundred and twelve, entitled “An act for the
better regulation of the ordnance department,” and the sections of any
other acts, coming within the purview of any of the sections of this act, 
be, and the same are hereby repealed.

Appro ve d , February 8, 1815.
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Cha p. XXXIX.—An Act to authorize the purchase of a tract of land for the use
of the United States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for
the President of the United States, and he is hereby authorized to cause
to be purchased for the use of the United States, the whole or such part
of that tract of land situate adjoining the village of Plattsburg, in the
State of New York, on which forts Moreau and Brown, and other works,
barracks, arsenals, hospitals and other public buildings now stand, as
shall be by him judged requisite for the military purposes of the United
States.

Appro ve d , February 8, 1815.

Statute III.

Feb. 8, 1815.

A tract of
land near Platts-
burg to be
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Cha p. XL.—An Act to amend an act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines,
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That nothing contained in
the first section of the act laying duties on licenses to retailers of wines,
spirituous liquors, and foreign merchandise, shall be construed to extend
to vine dressers who sell at the place where the same is made, wine of
their own growth, nor shall any vine dresser for vending solely at the
place where the same is made, wine of his own growth, be compelled to
take out license as a retailer of wine.

Appro ve d , February 8, 1815.

Statute III.

Feb. 8, 1815.

[Repealed.]

Act of Aug.
2, 1813, ch. 39.

Act not to
extend to vine
dressers who
sell their wines.

Cha p. XLI.—An Act making appropriations for repairing or rebuilding the
public buildings within the city of Washington.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, That the President of the
United States cause to be repaired or rebuilt forthwith, the President’s
House, Capitol and public offices, on their present sites in the city of
Washington, and that he be authorized to borrow, at an interest not
exceeding six per centum per annum, from any bank or banks within the
District of Columbia, or from any individual or individuals, a sum not
exceeding five hundred thousand dollars, to be applied exclusively to that
object.

Appro ve d , February 13, 1815.

Statute III.
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