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CHAP. 550. An act to revise the wages of certain employees in the Government 
Printing Office.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the pay of all 
the employees of the Government Printing Office engaged on night 
work (between the hours of five o’clock postmeridian and eight 
o’clock antemeridian) shall be twenty per centum in addition to the 
amount paid for day labor.

Sec . 2. That all acts and parts of acts conflicting herewith are 
hereby repealed.

Approved, March 3, 1891.

CHAP. 551.—An act in amendment to the various acts relative to immigration 
and the importation of aliens under contract or agreement to perform labor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
classes of aliens shall be excluded from admission into the United 
States, in accordance with the existing acts regulating immigration, 
other than those concerning Chinese laborers: All idiots, insane per-
sons, paupers or persons likely to become a public charge, persons 
suffering from a loathsome or a dangerous contagious disease, per-
sons who have been convicted of a felony or other infamous crime 
or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude, polygamists, and also any 
person whose ticket or passage is paid for with the money of another 
or who is assisted by others to come, unless it is affirmatively and 
satisfactorily shown on special inquiry that such person does not be-
long to one of the foregoing excluded classes, or to the class of con-
tract laborers excluded by the act of February twenty-sixth, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, but this section shall not be held to exclude 
persons living in the United States from sending for a relative or 
friend who is not of the excluded classes under such regulations as 
the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe: Provided, That noth-
ing in this act shall be construed to apply to or exclude persons con-
victed of a political offense, notwithstanding said political offense 
may be designated as a “felony, crime, infamous crime, or misde-
meanor, involving moral turpitude ” by the laws of the land whence 
he came or by the court convicting.

Sec . 2. That no suit or proceeding for violations of said act of 
February twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, prohibit-
ing the importation and migration of foreigners under contract or 
agreement to perform labor, shall be settled, compromised, or dis-
continued without the consent of the court entered of record with 
reasons therefor.

Sec . 3. That it shall be deemed a violation of said act of February 
twenty-sixth, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, to assist or encourage 
the importation or migration of any alien by promise of employment 
through advertisements printed and published in any foreign country; 
and any alien coming to this country in consequence of such an ad-
vertisement shall be treated as coming under a contract as contem-
plated by such act; and the penalties by said act imposed shall be 
applicable in such a case: Provided This section shall not apply to 
States and Immigration Bureaus of States advertising the induce-
ments they offer for immigration to such States.

Sec . 4. That no steamship or transportation company or owners 
of vessels shall directly, or through agents, either by writing, print-
ing, or oral representations, solicit, invite or encourage the immi-
gration of any alien into the United States except by ordinary com-
mercial letters, circulars, advertisements, or oral representations, 
stating the sailings of their vessels and the terms and facilities of 
transportation therein; and for a violation of this provision any such
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