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such other information as shall be required for a full and satisfactory 
understanding of the subject; and until the said location and plan of 
the bridge hereby authorized to be constructed are approved by the 
Secretary of War the said bridge shall not be built; and should any 
change be made in the plan of such bridge during the progress of con-
struction thereof, such change shall be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of War; and in case of any litigation arising from the ob 
struction or alleged obstruction caused by said bridge to the free navi-
gation of said river, the cause may be tried before the circuit court of 
the United States in whose jurisdiction any portion of said bridge is 
located

Sec . 3. That all railroad companies desiring the use of the bridge 
constructed under this act shall have and be entitled to equal rights 
and privileges relative to the passage of railway trains, cars, and loco-
motives over the same, and over the approaches thereto, upon the pay-
ment of a reasonable compensation for such use, to be fixed by the 
Secretary of War, in case the owner or owners of the said bridge and 
the several railroad companies, or any of them desiring such use, shall 
fail to agree upon the sum or sums to be paid; and the Secretary of 
War shall prescribe the rules and conditions to which each shall con-
form in using said bridge, and all matters of difference between them 
shall be decided by the Secretary of War, upon a hearing of the allega-
tions and proofs of the parties

Sec . 4. That the bridge authorized to be constructed under this act 
shall be a lawful structure, and shall be recognized and known as a 
post-route, and the same is hereby declared to be a post-route, upon 
which also no higher charge shall be made for the transmission over 
the same of the mails, troops, and munitions of war of the United States, 
or for through railway passengers or freight passing over said bridge, 
than the rate per mile for their transmission over the railroads leading 
to said bridge ; and the United States shall have the right of way across 
said bridge and its approaches for postal-telegraph purposes.

Sec . 5. That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act, so as to 
prevent or remove all material and substantial obstructions to the navi-
gation of said river by the construction of the said bridge, is hereby 
expressly reserved; and any alterations or changes that maybe re-
quired by Congress in the bridge constructed under this act shall be 
made by the corporation owning or controlling the same, at its own ex-
pense; and if said bridge shall not be finished within two years from 
1he passage of this act, the rights and privileges hereby granted shall 
be null and void.

Approved, March 3, 1887.

CHAP. 339.—An act to authorize the President of the United States to protect and 
defend the rights of American fishing vessels, American fishermen, American trading 
and other vessels, in certain cases, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled. That whenever the President 
of the United States shall be satisfied that American fishing vessels or 
American fishermen, visiting or being in the waters or at any ports or 
places of the British dominions of North America, are or then lately 
have been denied or abridged in the enjoyment of any rights secured 
to them by treaty or law, or are or then lately have unjustly vexed or 
harassed in the enjoyment of such rights, or subjected to unreasonable 
restrictions, regulations, or requirements in respect of such rights; or 
otherwise unjustly vexed or harassed in said waters, ports or places; or 
whenever the President of the United States shall be satisfied that any 
such fishing vessels or fishermen, having a permit under the laws of the 
United States to touch and trade at any port or ports, place or places, 
in the British dominions of North America, are or then lately have been
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denied the privilege of entering such port or ports, place or places in 
the same manner and under the same regulations as may exist therein 
applicable to trading vessels of the most favored nation, or shall be un-
justly vexed or harassed in respect thereof, or otherwise be unjustly 
vexed or harassed therein, or shall be prevented from purchasing such 
supplies as may there be lawfully sold to trading vessels of the most 
favored nation; or whenever the President of the United States shall 
be satisfied that any other vessels of the United States, their masters 
or crews, so arriving at or being in such British waters or ports or 
places of the British dominions of North America, are or then lately 
have been denied any of the privileges therein accorded to the vessels, 
their masters or crews, of the most favored nation, or unjustly vexed or 
harassed in respect of the same, or unjustly vexed or harassed therein by 
the authorities thereof, then, and in either or all of such cases, it shall be 
lawful, and it shall be the duty of the President of the United States, in 
his discretion, by proclamation to that effect, to deny vessels, their mas-
ters and crews, of the British dominions of North America, any entrance 
into the waters, ports, or places of, or within the United States (with 
such exceptions in regard to vessels in distress, stress of weather, or 
needing supplies as to the President shall seem proper), whether such 
vessels shall have come directly from said dominions on such destined 
voyage or by way of some port or place in such destined voyage else-
where; and also, to deny entry into any port or place of the United 
States of fresh fish or salt fish or any other product of said dominions, 
or other goods coming from said dominions to the United States. The 
President may, in his discretion, apply such proclamation to any part 
or to all of the foregoing-named subjects, and may revoke, qualify, limit, 
and renew such proclamation from time to time as he may deem neces-
sary to the full and just execution of the purposes of this act. Every 
violation of any such proclamation, or any part thereof, is hereby de-
clared illegal, and all vessels and goods so coming or being within the 
waters, ports, or places of the United States contrary to such procla-
mation shall be forfeited to the United States; and such forfeiture shall 
be enforced and proceeded upon in the same manner and with the same 
effect as in the case of vessels or goods whose importation or coming to 
or being in the waters or ports of the United States contrary to law 
may now be enforced and proceeded upon. Every person who shall 
violate any of the provisions of this act, or such proclamation of the 
President made in pursuance hereof, shall be deemed guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for a term not ex-
ceeding two years, or by both said punishments, in the discretion of the 
court.

Approved, March 3, 1887. 

CHAP. 340.—An act to restrict the ownership of real estate in the Territories to 
American citizens, and so forth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be unlawfuhfor any 
person or persons not citizens of the United States, or who have not law-
fully declared their intention to become such citizens, or for any corpora-
tion not created by or under the laws of the United States or of some State 
or Territory of the United States, to hereafter acquire, hold, or own real 
estate so hereafter acquired, or any interest therein, in any of the Territo-
ries of the United States or in the District of Columbia, except such as 
may be acquired by inheritance or in good faith in the ordinary course of 
justice in the collection of debts heretofore created: Provided, That the 
prohibition of this section shall not apply to cases in which the right to 
hold or dispose of lands in the United States is secured by existing 
treaties to the citizens or subjects of foreign countries, which rights, so
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