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eastern branch of Pearl river to the thirty-first degree of north latitude; 
thence along the said degree of latitude to the river Mississippi; thence 
down the said river to the place of beginning, shall become and form a 
part of the said state of Louisiana, and be subject to the constitution 
and laws thereof, in the same manner, and for all intents and purposes as 
if it had been included within the original boundaries of the said state.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be incumbent upon 
the legislature of the state of Louisiana, in case they consent to the 
incorporation of the territory aforesaid, within their limits, at their first 
session, to make provision by law for the representation of the said terri-
tory in the legislature of the state, upon the principles of the constitution, 
and for the securing to the people of the said territory, equal rights, 
privileges, benefits and advantages with those enjoyed by the people of 
the other parts of the state; which law shall be liable to revision, modifi-
cation and amendment by Congress, and also in the manner provided 
for the amendment of the state constitution, but shall not be liable to 
change or amendment by the legislature of the state.

Appro ved , April 14, 1812.
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Statute I.

Chap . LVIII. —An Act giving further time for registering claims to land in the 
eastern district of the territory of Orleans.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That every person or per-
sons claiming lands in the eastern district of the territory of Orleans, 
who are actual settlers on the land which they claim, and whose claims 
have not been heretofore filed with the register of the land-office for the 
said district, shall be allowed until the first day of November next to 
deliver notices in writing, and the written evidences of their claims, to 
the register of the land-office at New Orleans; and the notices and evi-
dences so delivered, within the time limited by this act, shall be recorded 
in the same manner, and on payment of the same fees, as if the same 
had been delivered before the first day of July, one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight; but the rights of such persons as shall neglect so doing 
within the time limited by this act, shall, so far as they are derived from, 
or founded on, any act of Congress, ever after be barred and become 
void, and the evidences of their claims, never after admitted as evidence 
in any court of the United States, against any grant derived from the 
United States.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the register and receiver of 
public monies of the said land-office at New Orleans, shall have the 
same powers, and perform the same duties, in relation to the claims thus 
filed before the first day of November next, as if notice of the same had 
been given before the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, except that their decision shall be subject to the revision of Con-
gress. And it shall be the duty of the said register and receiver to 
make to the Secretary of the Treasury a report of all the claims thus 
filed with the register of the land-office, together with the substance of 
the evidence in support thereof, with their opinion and such remarks 
thereon as they may think proper; which report, together with a list of 
the claims which, in the opinion of the register and receiver, ought to 
be confirmed, shall be laid by the Secretary of the Treasury before Con-
gress, at their next session, for their determination thereon. The said 
register and receiver shall have power to appoint a clerk, whose duties 
shall be the same, in relation to the claims filed as aforesaid, as was 
required of the clerk to the board of commissioners for adjusting claims 
to lands in the said district; and the said register, receiver and clerk, 
shall each be allowed fifty cents for each claim filed according to this
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act, and on which a decision shall be made, whether such decision be 
in favour of, or against the claim; which allowance of fifty cents shall 
be in full compensation for their services under this act.

Appro ved , April 14, 1812.
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Cha p. LIX.—An Act for the organization of a Corps of Artificers.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be attached 
to the quartermaster general’s department, and subject to the orders of 
the officers thereof, a corps of artificers, to consist of one superintendent, 
to be appointed by the President of the United States, four assistants, 
two master masons, two master carpenters, two master blacksmiths, two 
master boat-builders, two master armorers, two master saddle and har-
ness makers, twenty house carpenters, five ship carpenters, twenty black-
smiths, sixteen boat-builders, sixteen armorers, twelve saddle and harness 
makers and twenty-four labourers, to be selected from the privates of 
the army, when authorized thereto by the commanding general, or en-
gaged from among the citizens by the superintendent.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That the pay of the superintendent 
of artificers, shall be forty-five dollars per month, three rations per day, 
and forage for one horse; that the pay of the four assistants, be each 
thirty dollars per month and two rations per day; that the pay of the 
twelve master workmen be each thirty dollars per month and one ration 
and one half of a ration per day; that the pay of the other workmen be 
each sixteen dollars per month, and one ration and one half of a ration 
per day.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
superintendent of artificers to render a correct report, once each month, 
of the corps, to the quartermaster general, and on oath to make out the 
pay roll thereof; which pay roll shall be examined by the quartermaster 
general, or, in his absence, by one of the deputy quartermasters, and by 
him be countersigned, and faithfully and without delay to execute all 
such orders as he may receive from the Secretary at War, any officer of 
the quartermaster’s department, or from the officer commanding in the 
field or garrison to which his corps or any part thereof may be attached.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That this corps shall be engaged 
for and during the term of three years, unless sooner discharged by the 
President of the United States.

Sec . 5. And be it further enacted, That for defraying the expense 
that may be incurred in the execution of this act, the sum of thirty thou-
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Approv ed , April 23, 1812.
Statute I.

April 23, 1812.
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Chap . LX1I.—An Act to authorize the granting of Patents for Land, according 
to the Surveys that have been made; and to grant Donation Rights to certain 
Claimants of Land in the district of Detroit, and for other purposes, (a)

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That patents shall be granted 
to the persons whose claims to land have been confirmed in the district 
of Detroit, in conformity to the surveys which have been made under 
the direction of the surveyor general, and the general plat of which has 
been returned to the Secretary of the Treasury, notwithstanding the 
surveys shall not, in every respect, correspond with the description of the 
tracts as confirmed by the commissioners for adjusting land claims in

(a) See notes to the act of March 3, 1807, chap. 34.
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