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Statute III.
Cha p. XX.—An Act making a further distribution of such laws of the United 

States, as respect the Public Lands.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the copies of the laws 
prepared and printed under the authority of “An act providing for print-
ing and distributing of such laws of the United States as respect the 
public lands,” passed the twenty-seventh day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and ten, not otherwise disposed of, shall be distributed 
in the manner following, that is to say: The President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States, the members of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, the secretaries of the state, treasury, war and navy 
departments, the attorney-general, the comptroller and register of the 
treasury, the judges of the supreme and district courts of the United 
States, the governors and judges of the territories, the surveyor-general 
of the United States, and the surveyor of the lands of the United States 
south of Tennessee, shall each receive one copy; the clerks in each of 
the departments of state, treasury and war, employed on land business, 
five copies; the secretary of the Senate, to be placed on his table for the 
use of the Senate, five copies; the clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, to be placed on his table, for the use of the House of Representatives, 
ten copies; two hundred and fifty copies shall be placed in the library, 
and remain there under the same regulations as the other laws of the 
United States; one hundred copies shall be deposited in the treasury 
department for the use of the land boards, and offices which may here-
after be established; and the remainder shall be placed in the library, 
and each member of Congress hereafter elected, shall, so long as any 
remain, exclusive of the two hundred and fifty copies before mentioned, 
be entitled to,one copy at the commencement of that session of Con-
gress next succeeding his election.

Approv ed , February 18, 1811.
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Statute III.

Cha p. XXI.—An Act to enable the people of the Territory of Orleans to form a 
constitution and state government, and for the admission of such state into the 
Union, on an equal footing with the original states, and for other purposes.(a)

Feb. 20, 1811.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the inhabitants of all that 
part of the territory or country ceded under the name of Louisiana, by 
the treaty made at Paris on the thirtieth day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and three, between the United States and France, contained 
within the following limits, that is to say : beginning at the mouth of the 
river Sabine, thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said 
river, including all islands to the thirty-second degree of latitude; thence 
due north, to the northernmost part of the thirty-third degree of north 
latitude; thence along the said parallel of latitude to the river Missis-
sippi ; thence down the said river to the river Iberville; and from thence 
along the middle of the said river and lakes Maurepas and Poncbartrain, 
to the gulf of Mexico; thence bounded by the said gulf to the place of 
beginning: including all islands within three leagues of the coast, be, 
and they are hereby authorized to form for themselves a constitution and 
state government, and to assume such name as they may deem proper, 
under the provisions and upon the conditions herein after mentioned.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That all free white male citizens 
of the United States, who shall have arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and resided within the said territory, at least one year previous to 
the day of election, and shall have paid a territorial, county, district or
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(a) An act to enlarge the limits of the state of Louisiana, April 14, 1812, chap. 57.
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