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Sec . 2. That all persons claiming land as specified in the first section 
of said act may have their claims confirmed, in accordance with the forms 
and in the manner prescribed in said act, in all cases where it shall be 
satisfactorily proved that the claimants, and those from whom they derive 
title, have held continuous possession of the land claimed, from the date 
of the cession to the United States of the territory out of which the 
States of Florida, Louisiana, and Missouri were formed.

Appr ov ed , June 10, 1872.

CHAP. CDXXII. — An Act to authorize the Construction of a Bridge across the Mis-
sissippi River at or near the City of Red Wing, in the State of Minnesota, and to estab-
lish it as a Post-road.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be. lawful for any 
person or persons, company or corporation, being first thereto authorized 
by the legislatures of Minnesota and Wisconsin respectively, to build a 
bridge across the Mississippi river, at or near the city of Red Wing, in 
the State of Minnesota, and to lay on or over said bridge railway tracks 
for the more perfect connection of any railroads that are, or shall be, con-
structed to the said river at or opposite said point, under the limitations 
and conditions hereinafter provided; that said bridge shall not interfere 
with the free navigation of said river beyond what is necessary in order 
to carry into effect the rights and privileges hereby granted; and in case 
of any litigation arising from any obstruction, or alleged obstruction, to 
the free navigation of said river, the cause may be tried before the dis-
trict court of the United States of any State in which any portion of said 
obstruction or bridge touches.

Sec . 2. That any bridge built under the provisions of this act may, at 
the option of the company building the same, be built as a drawbridge, 
with a pivot or other form of draw, or with unbroken or continuous spans : 
Provided, That if the said bridge shall be made with unbroken and con-
tinuous spans, it shall not be of less elevation, in any case, than fifty feet 
above extreme high-water mark, as understood at the point of location, to 
the bottom chord of the bridge; nor shall the spans of said bridge be less 
than two hundred and fifty feet in length, and the piers of said bridge 
shall be parallel with the current of the river, and the main span shall be 
over the main channel of the river, and not less than three hundred feet 
in length: And provided also, That if any bridge built under this act shall 
be constructed as a drawbridge, the same shall be constructed as a pivot 
drawbridge, with a draw over the main channel of the river at an acces-
sible and navigable point, and with spans of not less than one hundred and 
sixty feet in length in the clear on each side of the central or pivot pier 
of the draw; and the next adjoining spans to the draw shall not be less 
than two hundred and fifty feet; and said spans shall not be less than 
thirty feet above low-water mark, and not less than ten above extreme 
high-water mark, measuring to the bottom chord of the bridge; and the 
piers of said bridge shall be parallel with the current of the river: And 
provided also, That said draw shall be opened promptly, upon reasonable 
signal, for the passage of boats; and in no case shall unnecessary delay 
occur in opening the said draw during or after the passage of trains.

Sec . 3. That any bridge constructed under this act, and according to 
its limitations, shall be a lawful structure, and shall be known and recog-
nized as a post-route, upon which, also, no higher charge shall be made 
for the transmission over the same of the mails, the troops, and the muni-
tions of war of the United States than the rate per mile paid for their 
transportation over the railroads or public highways leading to the said 
bridge, and the United States shall have the right of way for postal-tele-
graph purposes across said bridge.

Sec . 4. That all railway companies desiring to use the said bridge 
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shall have and be entitled to equal rights and privileges in the passage 
of the same, and in the use of the machinery and fixtures thereof, and of 
all the approaches thereto, under and upon such terms and conditions as 
shall be prescribed by the Secretary of War, upon hearing the allegations 
and proofs of the parties in case they shall not agree.

Sec . 5. That the plan and specifications, with the necessary drawings 
of said bridge, shall be submitted to the Secretary of War for his ap-
proval, and until he approve the plan and location of said bridge it shall 
not be built or commenced; and should any change be made in the plan 
of said bridge during the progress of the work thereon, such changes shall 
be subject to the approval of the Secretary of War; and all changes in 
the construction of said bridge that may be directed by Congress shall be 
made at the cost and expense of the owners thereof.

Sec . 6. That the right to alter or amend this act, so as to prevent or 
remove all material obstructions to the navigation of said river by the 
construction of bridges, is hereby expressly reserved.

Approv ed , June 10, 1872.

CHAP. CDXXIII. —An Act to authorize the Sale of certain public Property.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to sell, in whole or in such sub-
divisions as shall, in his opinion, secure the greatest amount of money, 
either by public auction or by inviting proposals for the purchase thereof, 
and in either case to the highest bidder, all the lands and tenements 
belonging to the United States, at Rome, New York; Vergennes, Ver-
mont; Fayetteville, North Carolina; Mount Vernon, Alabama; and Chat-
tahoochee, Florida, now or heretofore used for arsenal purposes, and 
known, respectively, as Rome arsenal, Champlain arsenal, North Carolina 
arsenal, Mount Vernon arsenal, and Apalachicola arsenal; also the cap-
tured lands and tenements belonging to the United States at Shreveport, 
Louisiana; Marshall and Jefferson, Texas; and in Marion and Davis 
counties, Texas; and a tract of forty acres of land, more or less, situated 
about two and one-half miles from the present United States arsenal at 
Augusta, Georgia, which comprises the site of the old United States 
arsenal and any adjoining land purchased by the so-called “ confederate 
States,” which fell to-the United States as captured property, and which 
has not hitherto been sold, and all the material and buildings of the 
powder-works erected by the so-called “ confederate ” government thereon: 
Provided, That no sale shall be made under this act until the time, terms, 
place, and mode thereof shall have been published in one of the principal 
newspapers in the city of Washington, in two of the principal papers 
printed at the capital of the State, and one paper printed in the county in 
which the arsenal or lands to be sold are situated, for the space of sixty 
days prior to the sale. If no newspaper is printed in the county where 
the property to be sold is situated, then the notice shall be published in a 
newspaper printed in any adjoining county.

Sec . 2. That the terms of payment for the property above directed to 
be sold shall be in all cases not less than one-fourth cash and the re-
mainder on a credit of one, two, and three years, with interest at six per 
centum per annum, secured by land and surety from the purchaser or 
purchasers; and the Secretary of War is empowered and required, on 
receiving the purchase-money in full, to execute all necessary deeds of 
said property to the purchaser or purchasers thereof on behalf of the 
United States.

Sec . 3. That the proceeds of said sales, after paying the necessary ex-
penses thereof, shall, upon receipt of the same, be paid by the Secretary 
of War into the Treasury.

Appr ov ed , June 10, 1872.
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