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who earn degrees in science, technology, engineering, and math fields.
My Administration has made HBCU success a national priority. I have
signed legislation providing more than $404 million in funding for
HBCU Higher Education Act programs and assisted 13 schools experi-
encing financial difficulty to restructure to be better positioned to meet
student and community needs. HBCUs directly contribute $15 billion
to our Nation’s economy and directly support more than 134,000 jobs.
We are working every day to enhance this sizable economic footprint.

In accordance with my Executive Order establishing the President’s
Board of Advisors on HBCUs, 32 Federal agencies have outlined plans
describing efforts to make HBCUs stronger and more competitive when
seeking grants and other Federal support. Additionally, I have commis-
sioned the Executive Office of the President to develop a unique Fed-
eral HBCU strategy that encourages HBCUs to partner with leaders in
advancing local economic development goals. We will continue to
strengthen the role of these institutions to help them improve the lives
of their students, alumni, and the communities they serve.

This year, as our Nation solemnly recognizes the 400th anniversary of
the arrival of the first Africans in the American colonies in 1619, we
take the time to herald the unyielding spirit of African Americans who
have triumphed over enslavement, discrimination, oppression, and in-
justice. We commend HBCUs for all that they have done and continue
to do to inspire and foster success in their students, preserve our his-
tory, and ensure that we remember, learn from, and build upon the
past to create a brighter and more prosperous future for all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 8 through September 14, 2019, as National Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Week, and further proclaim September 9,
2019, as the Inaugural National HBCU Colors Day. I call upon all
Americans to observe this week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities and to boldly, joyfully, and proudly don institu-
tional colors.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-fourth.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9923 of September 6, 2019
Opioid Crisis Awareness Week, 2019

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The opioid crisis has devastated communities across America and has
stolen precious lives, leaving families with an unfillable void. During
Opioid Crisis Awareness Week, we reaffirm our commitment to ending
this terrible crisis and eradicating drug addiction from our society.
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On average, 130 Americans die every day from an opioid overdose.
Drug overdose is the leading cause of accidental death in the United
States, and opioids are the most common drug used in cases of drug
overdose. Since the start of the 21st century, our Nation has lost nearly
the same number of lives to the opioid crisis as we lost in World War
II.

My Administration is taking aggressive action to address this nation-
wide public health emergency. In 2018, our High Intensity Drug Traf-
ficking Area program disrupted or dismantled nearly 3,000 drug traf-
ficking organizations. During that operation, the Department of Justice
seized enough fentanyl to kill more than 100,000 Americans out of our
communities. Additionally, I released my Initiative to Stop Opioid
Abuse and Reduce Drug Supply and Demand, which is preventing
over-prescription, reducing the demand for drugs through education
and awareness, and cutting off the flow of illicit drugs across our bor-
ders and into American communities. As a part of this Initiative, we
are working with State and local partners to expand access to evi-
dence-based addiction treatment in every part of our country. Further,
I signed the bipartisan H.R. 6, the Substance Use—Disorder Prevention
that Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment (SUPPORT) for Patients
and Communities Act, the largest legislative effort ever to address a
single drug crisis in our Nation’s history. This law is expanding access
to evidence-based treatment, protecting our communities from illicit
drugs, investing more in sustained recovery, bringing those in treat-
ment and recovery back into the workforce, and raising awareness of
the dangers of illicitly imported synthetic opioids.

My Administration is determined to use every resource at our disposal
to release the grip of addiction plaguing our citizens. This month, the
Department of Health and Human Services announced $1.8 billion in
new grant money to fight the opioid epidemic. These funds will be de-
livered to communities where help is most needed and will support
State and local governments in obtaining high-quality, comprehensive
data to save lives. Moreover, in order to break the cycle of addiction,
we must prevent young Americans from ever trying drugs in the first
place. To help succeed in this important cause, we launched a nation-
wide public ad campaign to educate young people about the dangers
of misusing prescription opioids. This campaign has already reached
58 percent of young adults. These critical actions, combined with the
record $6 billion in new funding I secured during my first 2 years in
office to fuel the response to this crisis, are leading to results. Provi-
sional data shows we are making progress, with overdose deaths de-
clining for the first time since 1990.

It is crucial to remove the societal stigma surrounding those suffering
from opioid use and other substance use disorders by approaching ad-
diction as a treatable disease. We need to make it clear that treatment
is available and effective, and that recovery is possible. Already, we are
seeing encouraging progress toward ensuring that those struggling with
addiction receive evidence-based treatment in order to begin the road
to recovery. In 2018, 250,000 more Americans received medication-as-
sisted treatment than in 2016. Through The Crisis Next Door platform,
which my Administration launched last year, those who have been af-
fected by the opioid crisis can help encourage other people struggling
with addiction to seek the care they need.
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As we observe Opioid Crisis Awareness Week, we strengthen our re-
solve to win the fight against the opioid epidemic. Together, we will
ensure that all Americans have the opportunity for a brighter future,
free from the oppression of drug addiction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 8 through September 14, 2019, as Opioid Crisis Awareness
Week. I call upon my fellow Americans to observe this week with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, religious services, and other activities
that raise awareness about the prescription opioid and heroin epidemic
and to consider concrete follow-up activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-fourth.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9924 of September 9, 2019
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During Minority Enterprise Development Week, our Nation celebrates
the success of minority-owned businesses and recognizes their signifi-
cant role in strengthening our country’s robust economy. The contribu-
tions of these enterprises ensure American companies remain world
leaders in the global marketplace.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Minority Business Devel-
opment Agency (MBDA), which was originally named the Office of Mi-
nority Business Enterprise. When President Richard Nixon signed the
Executive Order creating the Office of Minority Business Enterprise in
1969, the Nation’s minority population was less than 40 million.
Today, the minority population has more than tripled to 130 million,
or more than 39 percent of the total American population. Minorities
own almost 30 percent of America’s businesses, which employ 7.2 mil-
lion Americans and generate over $1 trillion a year in revenue. Indeed,
the number of minority-owned businesses in operation nationwide has
increased by 38 percent since 2007.

As President, I have taken critical steps to ensure that all Americans
have the opportunity to prosper. During my first year in office, I
achieved significant regulatory reform and signed into law the historic
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, creating opportunity zones to help those in dis-
tressed communities. These opportunity zones have ushered in a new
era of economic potential and access to capital in areas that need it the
most. From the rural heartland to urban centers, traditionally over-
looked communities are now destinations for financial growth with po-
tential for unlimited prosperity. I also took action to help minority-
owned businesses expand on their economic success by shedding bur-
densome regulations. Under my direction, Federal agencies removed
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