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Security charged with developing a comprehensive public health road-
map to help end the national tragedy of veteran suicide. This plan will
include a national research strategy for engaging public- and private-
sector stakeholders to better understand the underlying factors of sui-
cide and means to enhance early identification. Instead of a passive
system that activates when veterans in need reach out, it will propose
grants to empower veteran communities to create national and local
support networks that actively engage with all veterans.

This month, and throughout the year, let us work together to under-
stand the importance of mental health. Let us recommit to making
every effort to provide Americans suffering from mental illnesses with
the care they need. Mental health is not just an individual issue, but
a national issue. The mental health of our citizens is critical to our Na-
tion’s prosperity. Together, by focusing on and understanding these
issues, we can reduce the effects of mental illnesses on our commu-
nities and enable all Americans to live healthy and productive lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States do hereby proclaim May
2019 as National Mental Health Awareness Month. I call upon all
Americans to support citizens suffering from mental illnesses, raise
awareness of mental health conditions through appropriate programs
and activities, and commit our Nation to innovative prevention, diag-
nosis, and treatment.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9876 of May 3, 2019

National Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Hurricane Preparedness Week, I encourage all Ameri-
cans living in hurricane-prone areas to take the measures necessary to
safeguard their families, homes, and businesses. As a Nation, we are
sadly too familiar with the destructive force of hurricanes. To help pre-
vent and mitigate hurricane-related harm, it is critically important that
we prepare for the upcoming hurricane season, which starts next
month.

This September marks the 30th anniversary of Hurricane Hugo, one of
the strongest and most costly hurricanes to hit the United States from
the Atlantic Ocean. That destructive storm devastated the Caribbean Is-
lands of Guadeloupe, St. Croix, and Puerto Rico before making final
landfall in South Carolina. The storm surge it generated also caused
tremendous damage.
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Hugo’s destructive storm surge serves as a reminder of how dangerous
that aspect of a storm can be. Over the last three decades, more people
have died from storm surges and inland flooding than from hurricane
winds. More than 50 people died last year after Hurricane Florence
shattered all-time rain and flood records in the Carolinas. To address
this deadly hazard, the National Weather Service (NWS) recently im-
plemented alerts for impending storm surges on the gulf and east
coasts, where low-lying areas and coastal communities are especially
vulnerable.

Our ability to track hurricanes for more timely and reliable forecasts
has vastly improved. Last year, Hurricane Michael, a Category 5 hurri-
cane and the strongest storm ever to hit the Florida Panhandle, de-
stroyed neighborhoods, wrecked property, and altered countless lives.
In the lead-up to Hurricane Michael, the NWS provided expert fore-
casting. In addition, the NWS has activated services to warn citizens
of dangerous wind conditions when the eyewall of a hurricane is mov-
ing onshore. The Extreme Wind Warning signals when exceptionally
strong winds are imminent, alerting families to take immediate life-sav-
ing actions, such as moving away from windows and finding shelter
in far-interior locations.

My Administration is continuing its efforts to enhance storm tracking
and intensity predictions to help save lives and livelihoods by giving
communities adequate time to prepare. We are committed to ensuring
that the United States will produce the best weather forecasting model
in the world. In 2017, I signed into law the first major standalone
weather-related bill in decades, the bipartisan Weather Research and
Forecasting Innovation Act. For the past year, we have built on the
success of this legislation, especially through the Earth Prediction In-
novation Center, strongly supported by the Congress and communities
nationwide. This Center will advance our knowledge of severe weath-
er, such as hurricanes, and increase our prediction and forecasting
abilities with new modeling capabilities and forecast products that can
protect life and property.

Additionally, my Administration continues to prioritize and invest in
the mitigation actions that are crucial for saving money, property, and,
most importantly, lives when severe storms hit. We are working with
communities across our country to implement plans to reduce the
damage caused by hurricanes and to make them more resilient when
they rebuild after disasters strike. It is crucial that we enhance our abil-
ity as a Nation to anticipate and adapt to natural and manmade disas-
ters, disruptions, and emergencies. We must reduce the effects of dis-
aster events and the rising cost of recovery.

This week is an opportunity for everyone in areas that are susceptible
to hurricane-related harm to prepare for these deadly storms. The
Ready Campaign led by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) is available online and can help you develop preparedness
plans for your family and business, gather supplies for your emergency
kit, and plan for communicating with loved ones when power is out
and cell towers are down. By taking collective responsibility to prepare
for hurricanes, we help make our communities and our Nation safer
and more resilient.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
5 through May 11, 2019, as National Hurricane Preparedness Week. 1
call upon everyone to take action this week by making use of the on-
line resources provided by the National Weather Service and FEMA to
safeguard your families, homes, and businesses from the dangers of
hurricanes and severe storms. I also call upon Federal, State, local,
tribal, and territorial emergency management officials to help inform
our communities about hurricane preparedness and response in order
to prevent storm damage and save lives.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9877 of May 3, 2019
National Small Business Week, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

During National Small Business Week, we honor America’s entre-
preneurs who take a risk on an idea, invest in their neighborhoods, and
create jobs for others. Small business owners exemplify the American
spirit by developing new ways to provide goods and services to con-
sumers. As a Nation, we reaffirm our commitment to the free market
so that American small businesses continue to thrive.

America’s 30 million small businesses are central to our economy and
our communities. Their courageous innovation makes our cities and
towns vibrant places to live, work, and raise families. Small businesses
employ almost 59 million workers, more than one-third of our coun-
try’s labor force. These companies foster environments that reward
problem solving and accountability, enabling workers to develop skills
and valuable hands-on experience that propel their careers.

The success of our small businesses depends on leadership and vision
from all perspectives and backgrounds. Approximately 10 million
American small businesses are women-owned; 29 percent are minority-
owned; and nearly 10 percent are veteran-owned. As our Nation con-
tinues to enjoy record low unemployment, with African-American,
Hispanic-American, and Asian-American unemployment all having
achieved historic lows, we recognize that much of this success is due
to small businesses creating two out of every three net new jobs in our
booming economy.

My Administration is a strong ally and advocate of small businesses
and their ability to help America reach its full economic potential.
Most small businesses are now able to deduct 20 percent from their
taxable business income due to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. This his-
toric legislation and other pro-growth policies of my Administration,
including the elimination of unnecessary and burdensome regulations,
have enabled small business owners to reinvest their profits into their
businesses. Additionally, we are investing in infrastructure and cyber-
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