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Nazi death camps, with appropriate study, prayers and commemora-
tion, and to honor the memory of the victims of the Holocaust and
Nazi persecution by remembering the lessons of this atrocity so that it
is never repeated.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9867 of April 30, 2019

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The contributions of Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander descent
are firmly woven into the diverse fabric of our Nation. During Asian
American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we celebrate the re-
markable accomplishments of Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander
heritage that have enriched our great country and helped define our
history. These Americans bolster our economy as entrepreneurs, busi-
ness owners, and employees who initiate and expand opportunities for
their families, communities, and country. Their languages, art, cuisine,
and other cultural elements have enriched the American experience,
and many have fearlessly answered the call of duty to defend our free-
dom as members of our Armed Forces.

Japanese American Ellison Onizuka embodied the pioneering spirit of
America. Colonel Onizuka served as a flight test engineer and pilot in
the United States Air Force, and in 1978, he was chosen for the NASA
astronaut program. His first mission took place aboard the Space Shut-
tle Discovery, where he completed 74 hours in space and 48 orbits
around the Earth—becoming the first Asian American to enter space.
Tragically, his next assignment was as a crewmember onboard the
Space Shuttle Challenger. He, along with six other brave Americans,
perished in the horrific accident that ended the mission. Colonel
Onizuka was posthumously awarded the Congressional Space Medal of
Honor for his achievements and sacrifice for our country.

The son of Chinese immigrants, Hiram Fong was yet another of the
many great Americans of Asian and Pacific Islander descent who have
made profound contributions to the American enterprise. As a military
veteran, lawyer, and businessman from Hawaii, he was the first ever
American of Asian ancestry elected to the United States Senate. His
legacy of public service and entrepreneurship continues to be an en-
couragement for others to achieve the American Dream.

This month, we honor the more than 20 million Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders who call America home, and we express our sincere
gratitude to all those who are selflessly serving in the Armed Forces.
We recognize the achievements of Americans of Asian American and
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Pacific Islander heritage in education, business, science, the arts, gov-
ernment, and the Armed Forces, which have strengthened our Nation.
We celebrate their story as a unique part of the American story.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
2019 as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. The Con-
gress, by Public Law 102-450, as amended, has also designated the
month of May each year as “Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.”
I encourage all Americans to learn more about those of Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander heritage and to observe this
month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9868 of April 30, 2019
Jewish American Heritage Month, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we observe Jewish American Heritage Month, our Nation celebrates
nearly 4,000 years of Jewish history and honors the numerous con-
tributions of Jewish Americans to our country and the world. Rabbi
Akiva, a great Jewish scholar, declared that a central principle of the
Torah is to “love thy neighbor as thyself.”” Jewish Americans have re-
peatedly demonstrated their dedication to this commandment, helping
the downtrodden and pursue justice, sanctifying the name of God, and
embodying the best of America.

During a Jewish wedding ceremony, it is customary for the newlywed
couple to shatter a glass. This longstanding tradition commemorates
the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem and symbolizes that even
during times of heightened joy, one should remember the painful
losses Jews suffered throughout history. In the same way, all Ameri-
cans bear a moral responsibility to stand alongside our Jewish commu-
nities and learn the lessons of tolerance that run through the tragedies
that have befallen the Jewish people—both long ago and, sadly, in re-
cent times. Reflecting on these events steels our resolve that they never
happen again.

Unconscionably, rates of anti-Semitic hate crimes have risen globally,
and Jewish institutions have been vandalized and violently attacked.
This past October, we mourned alongside our Jewish brothers and sis-
ters following the attack at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, in which 11 worshippers were killed, making it the
deadliest attack against Jews in American history. Then, on the sixth-
month anniversary of that horrific attack and on the last day of Pass-
over, we grieved as the Chabad of Poway Synagogue was the target of
yet another act of anti-Semitic violence, in which one worshipper lost
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