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Proclamation 9862 of April 12, 2019
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In October 1889, the nations of the Americas convened in Washington,
D.C., at the First International Conference of the American States, to
strengthen the bonds of friendship among the countries of the Western
Hemisphere and to consider opportunities for improved cooperation.
This conference set the foundation for the Organization of American
States, which was eventually established in 1948 and today serves as
the primary international forum for the countries of the Western Hemi-
sphere. As we celebrate this Pan American Day and Pan American
Week, nearly 130 years after the First International Conference, the
United States proudly continues to stand in solidarity with the nations
of the Americas. Together, we commemorate the progress we have
made toward our shared goal of a hemisphere united in democracy,
prosperity, and security.

The people of the Americas are bound together by much more than ge-
ographic proximity. From the earliest days of the inter-American sys-
tem, we have shared a deep respect for liberty. Enshrined in the Char-
ter of the Organization of American States is a declaration that “rep-
resentative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability,
peace, and development of the region” and that “the historic mission
of America is to offer to man a land of liberty.” We remain committed
to freedom and a strong and interconnected Western Hemisphere in the
face of current challenges.

Together, the nations of America must continue to confront oppression
and advocate for freedom—both in the region and around the globe.
Sadly, the people of Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua continue to live
under tyranny and authoritarianism. The brutality and corruption of
the illegitimate former regime in Venezuela has crippled the country
and brought it to ruin. We must not forget that the struggle is one be-
tween dictatorship and democracy, between oppression and freedom,
and between continued suffering for millions of Venezuelans and an
opportunity for a renewed future of freedom and prosperity. The com-
munity of democracies in our Western Hemisphere must continue to
support the people of Venezuela, Cuba, and Nicaragua as they fight for
the restoration of democracy and liberty.

Despite such challenges, the countries of the Americas have made sub-
stantive progress on issues such as trafficking and crime, poverty re-
duction, and safety. The United States has worked with its partners to
disrupt transnational criminal networks, stem drug and human traf-
ficking, enhance citizen security, and strengthen border security. We
will continue working cooperatively in the Americas and throughout
the world to promote the rule of law and give the people of our coun-
tries every opportunity to thrive.

On Pan American Day and during Pan American Week, the nations of
the Americas renew our common mission of advancing freedom in our
hemisphere. Through unmatched levels of trade and investment,
steady cooperation, and investment in the well-being of people from all
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walks of life, we are helping to secure prosperity and security for fu-
ture generations.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April
14, 2019, as Pan American Day and April 14 through April 20, 2019,
as Pan American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of the
other areas under the flag of the United States of America to honor
these observances with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9863 of April 15, 2019
Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

A strong republic requires a people abounding in knowledge, which
forges the character of the citizenry and its chosen representatives.
Through study of the thoughts and discoveries of others, citizens en-
hance their shared understanding of who they are and who they want
to be. Education and Sharing Day affords an important opportunity to
reaffirm our belief that educational freedom is essential to our society
and to the growth of individuals.

On this day, we recognize Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, whose very name signifies a spirit of comfort and
compassion and a commitment to the betterment of America and the
world. In the face of unspeakable tragedy, Rabbi Schneerson cham-
pioned the teaching of principles of scholarship, justice, charity, and
unity, launching an international movement that continues to con-
tribute to the progress of humanity. The Rebbe believed that education
is not only about the transmission of knowledge but that it is also inte-
gral to the formation of character. He sought to expand freedom in edu-
cation while finding common ground with those of differing beliefs
and backgrounds. His unfailing example offered those around him an
opportunity to deepen their understanding of the inherent connections
between knowledge, character, and freedom.

We must encourage institutions of higher learning to resist calls to sti-
fle the open debate that is crucial to fostering freedom and social un-
derstanding. Genuine education depends on the free sharing of
thought. That is why I recently signed an Executive Order to improve
free inquiry, transparency, and accountability at colleges and univer-
sities.

Today, we honor the Rebbe’s legacy by recommitting ourselves to em-
bracing lifelong learning, defending freedom of expression, and up-
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