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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
forty-third. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

Proclamation 9844 of February 15, 2019 

Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Southern 
Border of the United States 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The current situation at the southern border presents a border security 
and humanitarian crisis that threatens core national security interests 
and constitutes a national emergency. The southern border is a major 
entry point for criminals, gang members, and illicit narcotics. The 
problem of large-scale unlawful migration through the southern border 
is long-standing, and despite the executive branch’s exercise of existing 
statutory authorities, the situation has worsened in certain respects in 
recent years. In particular, recent years have seen sharp increases in 
the number of family units entering and seeking entry to the United 
States and an inability to provide detention space for many of these 
aliens while their removal proceedings are pending. If not detained, 
such aliens are often released into the country and are often difficult 
to remove from the United States because they fail to appear for hear-
ings, do not comply with orders of removal, or are otherwise difficult 
to locate. In response to the directive in my April 4, 2018, memo-
randum and subsequent requests for support by the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Department of Defense has provided support and re-
sources to the Department of Homeland Security at the southern bor-
der. Because of the gravity of the current emergency situation, it is nec-
essary for the Armed Forces to provide additional support to address 
the crisis. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, by the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America, 
including sections 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), hereby declare that a national emergency exists at 
the southern border of the United States, and that section 12302 of title 
10, United States Code, is invoked and made available, according to its 
terms, to the Secretaries of the military departments concerned, subject 
to the direction of the Secretary of Defense in the case of the Secre-
taries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. To provide additional author-
ity to the Department of Defense to support the Federal Government’s 
response to the emergency at the southern border, I hereby declare that 
this emergency requires use of the Armed Forces and, in accordance 
with section 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), that 
the construction authority provided in section 2808 of title 10, United 
States Code, is invoked and made available, according to its terms, to 
the Secretary of Defense and, at the discretion of the Secretary of De-
fense, to the Secretaries of the military departments. I hereby direct as 
follows: 
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Section 1. The Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary of each relevant 
military department, as appropriate and consistent with applicable law, 
shall order as many units or members of the Ready Reserve to active 
duty as the Secretary concerned, in the Secretary’s discretion, deter-
mines to be appropriate to assist and support the activities of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security at the southern border. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the Interior, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and, subject to the discretion of the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretaries of the military departments, shall take 
all appropriate actions, consistent with applicable law, to use or sup-
port the use of the authorities herein invoked, including, if necessary, 
the transfer and acceptance of jurisdiction over border lands. 

Sec. 3. This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any 
right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, 
or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and forty-third. 

DONALD J. TRUMP 

Proclamation 9845 of March 1, 2019 

American Red Cross Month, 2019 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Guided by her passionate devotion to humanity, Clara Barton founded 
the American Red Cross in 1881 as a charitable organization to provide 
services to people in need. After 138 years, her historic legacy of self-
less service still inspires hundreds of thousands of Americans to give 
their time, resources, and energy to help people in the United States 
and around the world, aiding those facing natural disasters, donating 
and supplying blood, and serving our military families. During Amer-
ican Red Cross Month, we recognize and honor the lifesaving work of 
the dedicated employees and volunteers of the American Red Cross, as 
well as the remarkable kindness of the American people who give so 
generously to this organization. 

Each year, the American Red Cross provides care, relief, and comfort 
to Americans who are suffering from natural disasters. Just last year, 
massive wildfires and major hurricanes caused catastrophic damage, 
taking numerous lives and leaving communities scarred and families 
forever changed. In California alone, residents faced some of the most 
destructive wildfires in their State’s history. Through all of these, thou-
sands of American Red Cross volunteers mobilized to provide around- 
the-clock shelter for victims, work with government and community 
partners to serve millions of meals and snacks, and distribute other 
emergency supplies and relief items. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:17 Jul 31, 2024 Jkt 089194 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\STATUTES\2019\PROCS\89194PT3NEW.003 89194PT3NEWjm
be

nn
et

t o
n 

LA
P

B
W

6H
6L

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
T

A
T

U
T

E
S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-09-30T11:29:21-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




