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My Administration knows that choice in education plays a vital role
in the success of our children and our country. The number of students
receiving a D.C. Opportunity Scholarship has increased by nearly 50
percent under my Administration. In last year’s enactment of the his-
toric Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, we improved 529 plans so that they may
cover elementary and secondary school tuition. Family demand for
public charter schools has continued to grow. And, importantly, we
have encouraged States, local communities, and families to refocus
education policy where it belongs—on what is best for each child.

We commend our Nation’s families, teachers, school leaders, and all
those who nobly dedicate their lives to educating the next generation.
My Administration will continue to stand with students and their fam-
ilies in the fight for the best educational opportunities for their chil-
dren.

As our Nation celebrates National School Choice Week, I encourage
families to explore new educational opportunities; I urge educators to
develop imaginative and innovative pathways to learning; and I chal-
lenge students to passionately pursue their goals and dreams with dis-
cipline, integrity, and unyielding determination. Lastly, I urge law-
makers in Congress and in the States to embrace and expand education
choice, which will strengthen our students, families, educators, com-
munities, and ultimately, our great Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
20 to January 26, 2019, as National School Choice Week.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9838 of January 18, 2019
National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today marks the 46th year since the United States Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Roe v. Wade. On this day, National Sanctity of Human Life
Sunday, we mourn the lives cut short, and the tremendous promise
lost, as a result of abortion. As a Nation, we must resolve to protect
innocent human life at every stage.

As President, I am committed to defending the Right to Life. During
my first week in office, I reinstated the Mexico City Policy, which pre-
vents foreign aid from being used to fund or support the global abor-
tion industry. We are also working to end the abhorrent practice of
elective late-term abortion, a practice allowed in only seven countries
around the world.
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At home, we have issued a proposed regulation to implement the Title
X prohibition on funding programs that include abortion as a method
of family planning. I am supporting the effort in the United States Sen-
ate to make permanent the Hyde Amendment, which has been added
year after year to spending bills and prevents taxpayer funding for
abortion. And I have explicitly informed the Congress that I will veto
any legislation that weakens existing Federal protections for human
life.

My Administration has repeatedly demonstrated its respect for human
life and conscience at all stages. We have finalized conscience exemp-
tions from the contraceptive mandate to protect employers like Little
Sisters of the Poor from being forced to choose between violating their
religious beliefs and shutting their doors. We also increased the child
tax credit, making it financially easier for mothers to care for their chil-
dren after birth, while supporting the loving choices of adoption and
foster care.

As the opioid crisis severely affects our country, especially women and
babies, we are redoubling our efforts to help children born with Neo-
natal Abstinence Syndrome. And we must do everything within our
power to protect the sanctity of life for the most vulnerable and de-
fenseless among us, including people with disabilities. Americans with
disabilities like Down syndrome are an inspiration, and their example
of joy and perseverance enriches our lives.

Our Constitution and our laws contain many protections for innocent
life, and I have worked hard for the confirmation and appointment of
judges—including two outstanding Supreme Court justices—committed
to the rule of law.

We commend the pro-life movement for the tremendous efforts it has
made to prevent the deaths of innocent unborn children, including
through the annual March for Life. For more than 46 years, courageous
and faithful citizens, many from college campuses and high schools
across our country, have extended big hearts and hands of compassion
to young women experiencing unexpected pregnancies. For decades,
they have prayed passionately and stood tirelessly for the sanctity of
life, speaking up for those who cannot speak for themselves. We honor,
too, the many men and women who share the precious gifts of life and
family by adopting babies and children, welcoming them into their
homes and hearts.

Today, we recommit ourselves to protecting innocent life every day
and at every stage. We must continue to be a country that shows re-
spect for the dignity and worth of every person at every stage of life.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January
20, 2019, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. Today I call on the
Congress to join me in protecting and defending the dignity of every
human life, including those not yet born. I call on the American people
to continue to care for women in unexpected pregnancies and to sup-
port adoption and foster care in a more meaningful way, so every child
can have a loving home. And finally, I ask every citizen of this great
Nation to listen to the sound of silence caused by a generation lost to
us, and then to raise their voices for all those affected by abortion, both
seen and unseen.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand nineteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and forty-third.

DONALD J. TRUMP

Proclamation 9839 of January 18, 2019
Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2019

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

One hundred years after President Abraham Lincoln issued the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, the great Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
took to the steps of the Lincoln Memorial and shared his vision of an
America lifted from the “quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock
of brotherhood.” His extraordinary message that momentous day in
August of 1963 stirred to action Americans of every race and creed,
and it continues to reverberate in the hearts and minds of patriotic citi-
zens across our great land. Today, as we pause to mark the life and
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we recommit ourselves to the ad-
vancement of equality and justice for all Americans, and to the full re-
alization of his worthy dream.

In the United States of America, every citizen should have the oppor-
tunity to build a better and brighter future, and, as President, I am
committed to expanding opportunity for all Americans. We have added
more than 5 million new jobs to the economy over the past 2 years and
unemployment rates for African Americans, Hispanic Americans,
Asian Americans, and Americans without a high school degree have
reached record lows.

Importantly, we have also worked tirelessly to reform our Nation’s
criminal justice system, so that those who have been incarcerated and
paid their debt to society are given a second chance at life. Last year,
I was proud to sign into law the First Step Act, which will prepare in-
mates to successfully rejoin society and effect commonsense reforms to
make our justice system fairer for all Americans. Through recidivism
reduction programs that provide vocational training, education, and
mental healthcare, non-violent offenders can have a chance at redemp-
tion and an opportunity to fulfill a better destiny.

We have also made great strides as a Nation, but we acknowledge that
more work must be done for, in the words of Dr. King, “justice to roll
down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.” United as
one American family, we will not rest—and we will never be satis-
fied—until the promise of this great Nation is accessible to each Amer-
ican in each new generation. More than half a century after Dr. King’s
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, our Nation is mindful of
its past, and we look forward to the future with unwavering optimism,
inspired by the legacy of Dr. King and informed by his wisdom and
vision. May the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and the efforts
we have made to fully effectuate his dream, remind us that faith and
love unite us together as one great American family.
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