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LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

CONTAINED IN THIS VOLUME

PUBLIC LAW

Tested Ability to Leverage Exceptional National Talent
Act of 2017.

To provide for an exception to a limitation against ap-
pointment of persons as Secretary of Defense within
seven years of relief from active duty as a regular com-
missioned officer of the Armed Forces.

GAO Access and Oversight Act of 2017 ........cceevvvivveeccieeennns

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of a rule submitted by the
Securities and Exchange Commission relating to “Dis-
closure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers”.

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of the
Interior known as the Stream Protection Rule.

Promoting Women in Entrepreneurship Act

Inspiring the Next Space Pioneers, Innovators, Research-
ers, and Explorers (INSPIRE) Women Act.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Social Security Administration relating to Implementa-
tion of the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007.

To designate the Department of Veterans Affairs health
care center in Center Township, Butler County, Penn-
sylvania, as the “Abie Abraham VA Clinic”.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transi-
tion Authorization Act of 2017.

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of
Defense, the General Services Administration, and the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration relating
to the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of the
Interior relating to Bureau of Land Management regu-
lations that establish the procedures used to prepare,
revise, or amend land use plans pursuant to the Federal
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Department of Education relating to accountability and
State plans under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Department of Education relating to teacher prepara-
tion issues.

Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017

To name the Department of Veterans Affairs community-
based outpatient clinic in Pago Pago, American Samoa,
the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic.
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PUBLIC LAW

115-21

115-22

115-23

115-24

115-25
115-26

115-27

115-28

115-29

115-30

115-31% ...
115-32
115-33

115-34
115-35

115-36

LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of
Labor relating to drug testing of unemployment com-
pensation applicants.

Approving the location of a memorial to commemorate
and honor the members of the Armed Forces who served
on active duty in support of Operation Desert Storm or
Operation Desert Shield.

To provide for the appointment of members of the Board
of Directors of the Office of Compliance to replace mem-
bers whose terms expire during 2017, and for other pur-
poses.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the final rule of the De-
partment of the Interior relating to “Non-Subsistence
Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure
Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska”.

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of
Labor relating to “Clarification of Employer’s Con-
tinuing Obligation to Make and Maintain an Accurate
Record of Each Recordable Injury and Illness”.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by the
Federal Communications Commission relating to “Pro-
tecting the Privacy of Customers of Broadband and
Other Telecommunications Services”.

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the final rule submitted
by Secretary of Health and Human Services relating to
compliance with title X requirements by project recipi-
ents in selecting subrecipients.

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of
Labor relating to savings arrangements established by
qualified State political subdivisions for non-govern-
mental employees.

Weather Research and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017

To amend the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability
Act of 2014 to modify the termination date for the Vet-
erans Choice Program, and for other purposes.

Providing for the reappointment of Steve Case as a citizen
regent of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Providing for the appointment of Michael Govan as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian
Institution.

Providing for the appointment of Roger W. Ferguson as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the Smithso-
nian Institution.

Making further continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2017, and for other purposes.

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017

U.S. Wants to Compete for a World Expo Act

To repeal the rule issued by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration and the Federal Transit Administration enti-
tled “Metropolitan Planning Organization Coordination
and Planning Area Reform”.

Modernizing Government Travel Act

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of
Labor relating to savings arrangements established by
States for non-governmental employees.

Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Improvement Act of 2017

*This law contains appendixes.

DATE PAGE
Mar. 31, 2017 ..... 81
Mar. 31, 2017 ..... 82
Apr. 3, 2017 ....... 84
Apr. 3, 2017 ....... 86
Apr. 3, 2017 ....... 87
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May 5, 2017 ....... 135
May 8, 2017 ....... 843
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LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

PUBLIC LAW

115-37 ...... American Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017 ...

115-38 ...... DHS Stop Asset and Vehicle Excess Act .....cccoceveeveneennenne.

115-39 ...... To designate the Federal building and United States
courthouse located at 719 Church Street in Nashville,
Tennessee, as the “Fred D. Thompson Federal Building
and United States Courthouse”.

115-40 ...... Follow the Rules ACt .....cooeieriirieniiniiienieeeeeeeeeee

115-41 ...... Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability and Whis-
tleblower Protection Act of 2017.

115-42 ...... To amend section 1214 of title 5, United States Code, to
provide for stays during a period that the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board lacks a quorum.

11543 ...... Securing our Agriculture and Food Act ........ccocceeviiniinncnne

115-44 ...... Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act

115-45 ...... Wounded Officers Recovery Act of 2017 .................

11546 ...... VA Choice and Quality Employment Act of 2017

115-47 ...... To designate the community living center of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in Butler Township, Butler
County, Pennsylvania, as the “Sergeant Joseph George
Kusick VA Community Living Center”.

115-48 ...... Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of
2017.

115-49 ...... To remove the sunset provision of section 203 of Public
Law 105-384, and for other purposes.

115-50 ...... Rapid DNA Act of 2017 ....ocverieieieeieieeeeeeeeie e

115-51 ..... Global War on Terrorism War Memorial Act .........cccceeeeeeenne

115-52 ... FDA Reauthorization Act of 2017 .......cccooveviieiennne.

115-53 ...... Northern Mariana Islands Economic Expansion Act ..........

115-54 ... Granting the consent and approval of Congress for the
Commonwealth of Virginia, the State of Maryland, and
the District of Columbia to enter into a compact relating
to the establishment of the Washington Metrorail Safe-
ty Commission.

115-55 ...... Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of
2017.

115-56 ...... Continuing Appropriations Act, 2018 and Supplemental
Appropriations for Disaster Relief Requirements Act,
2017.

115-57 ...... Emergency Aid to American Survivors of Hurricanes Irma
and Jose Overseas Act.

115-58 ...... Condemning the violence and domestic terrorist attack
that took place during events between August 11 and
August 12, 2017, in Charlottesville, Virginia, recog-
nizing the first responders who lost their lives while
monitoring the events, offering deepest condolences to
the families and friends of those individuals who were
killed and deepest sympathies and support to those in-
dividuals who were injured by the violence, expressing
support for the Charlottesville community, rejecting
White nationalists, White supremacists, the Ku Klux
Klan, neo-Nazis, and other hate groups, and urging the
President and the President’s Cabinet to use all avail-
able resources to address the threats posed by those
groups.

115-59 ...... Social Security Number Fraud Prevention Act of 2017 ......

115-60 ...... Bob Dole Congressional Gold Medal Act ........cc.cccceeveeneenenne.

115-61 ...... Financial Stability Oversight Council Insurance Member
Continuity Act.

115-62 ...... Department of Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act

of 2017.
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X LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

PUBLIC LAW

115-63 ...... Disaster Tax Relief and Airport and Airway Extension Act
of 2017.

115-64 ...... Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria Education Relief Act
of 2017.

115-65 ...... The American Legion 100th Anniversary Commemorative
Coin Act.

115-66 ...... Fair Access to Investment Research Act of 2017 .................

115-67 ...... To facilitate construction of a bridge on certain property
in Christian County, Missouri, and for other purposes.

115-68 ...... Women, Peace, and Security Act of 2017 ........ccceevveeevnennne

115-69 ...... To require the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to submit a report regarding cer-
tain plans regarding assistance to applicants and grant-
ees during the response to an emergency or disaster.

115-70 ...... Elder Abuse Prevention and Prosecution Act .........cccc.......

115-71 ...... Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Act of 2017 ......

115-72 ... Additional Supplemental Appropriations for Disaster Re-
lief Requirements Act, 2017.

115-73 ...... Dr. Chris Kirkpatrick Whistleblower Protection Act of
2017.

115-74 ...... Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection relating to “Arbi-
tration Agreements”.

115-75 ...... Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
2017

115-76 ...... Strengthening State and Local Cyber Crime Fighting Act
of 2017.

115-77 ...... Frederick Douglass Bicentennial Commission Act ..............

115-78 ..... Power and Security Systems (PASS) Act .....ccceeevveiienieenenn.

115-79 ...... Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business Travel Cards
Act of 2017.

115-80 ...... National Clinical Care Commission Act .......cccccceerverveennnnn.

115-81 ...... Javier Vega, Jr. Memorial Act of 2017 .......cccceevveeeireeennnnn.

115-82 ...... Providing Resources, Officers, and Technology To Eradi-
cate Cyber Threats to Our Children Act of 2017.

115-83 ...... Protecting Patient Access to Emergency Medications Act
of 2017.

115-84 ...... TSP Modernization Act of 2017 ......cccceeviieiieiiiieiiieieeeieeeen.

115-85 ...... Federal Agency Mail Management Act of 2017 ...................

115-86 ...... VA Prescription Data Accountability Act of 2017 ................

115-87 ...... FEMA Accountability, Modernization and Transparency
Act of 2017.

115-88 ...... FITARA Enhancement Act of 2017 .........ccceeeiveviieniienieennnen.

115-89 ...... Veterans Apprenticeship and Labor Opportunity Reform
Act.

115-90 ...... Making further continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2018, and for other purposes.

115-91 ...... National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018

115-92 ...... To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
authorize additional emergency uses for medical prod-
ucts to reduce deaths and severity of injuries caused by
agents of war, and for other purposes.

115-93 ...... Indian Employment, Training and Related Services Con-
solidation Act of 2017.

115-94 ... Department of State Authorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017,
Improvements Act.

115-95 ...... Enhancing Veteran Care Act .........cccceeviiiiiniiiniinncnicnneen.
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PUBLIC LAW
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LIST OF PUBLIC LAWS

To amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to require
the Secretary of Homeland Security to issue Depart-
ment of Homeland Security-wide guidance and develop
training programs as part of the Department of Home-
land Security Blue Campaign, and for other purposes.

To provide for reconciliation pursuant to titles I and V of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
2018.

United States Fire Administration, AFG, and SAFER Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act of 2017.

Combating Human Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles
Act.

To extend the period during which vessels that are short-
er than 79 feet in length and fishing vessels are not re-
quired to have a permit for discharges incidental to the
normal operation of the vessel.

To amend the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation
Area Improvement Act to provide access to certain vehi-
cles serving residents of municipalities adjacent to the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area, and for
other purposes.

400 Years of African-American History Commission Act ...

Western Oregon Tribal Fairness Act

African American Civil Rights Network Act of 2017

Jobs for Our Heroes Act

No Human Trafficking on Our Roads Act

Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence Reporting Act of 2017 ..

Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park Act of
2017.

To designate a mountain in the John Muir Wilderness of
the Sierra National Forest as “Sky Point”.

Mount Hood Cooper Spur Land Exchange Clarification
Act.

To facilitate the addition of park administration at the
Coltsville National Historical Park, and for other pur-
poses.

International Narcotics Trafficking Emergency Response

by Detecting Incoming Contraband with Technology Act.

Law Enforcement Mental Health and Wellness Act of
2017.

Connected Government Act
EPS Improvement Act of 2017
To remove the use restrictions on certain land transferred

to Rockingham County, Virginia, and for other purposes.

Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site
Boundary Modification Act.
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LIST OF CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

CONTAINED IN THIS VOLUME

CONCURRENT

RESOLUTION

S.Con. Res. 1 ........ Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Cere-
monies—Reauthorization and Capitol authoriza-
tions.

S. Con. Res. 2 ........ Joint Session—Electoral vote count

S. Con. Res. 3 ........ Federal budget—Fiscal year 2017 ...

H. Con. Res. 18 Holocaust days of remembrance ceremony—Cap-

itol rotunda authorization.

H. Con. Res. 23 ..... JOINt SESSION ..eeiiiiiiiiiiieieeee e

H. Con. Res. 35 ..... National Peace Officers Memorial Service and Na-
tional Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhibition—
Capitol grounds authorization.

H. Con. Res. 36 ..... S?:gp box derby races—Capitol grounds authoriza-

ion.

H. Con. Res. 53 ..... Enrollment corrections—H.R. 244 ...........ccccccecenee.

S. Con. Res. 14 ...... King Kamehameha I—Birthday celebration—
Emancipation Hall authorization.

H. Con. Res. 69 ..... District of Columbia Special Olympics Law En-
forcement Torch Run—Capitol grounds author-
ization.

S. Con. Res. 24 ...... Enrollment corrections—H.R. 601 .......c..ccocvevuennen.

S. Con. Res. 23 ...... Filipino Veterans of World War II—Congressional
Gold Medal award ceremony—Emancipation Hall
authorization.

H. Con. Res. 85 ..... Enrollment correction—H.R. 2266 ..........cccccecueneee.

S. Con. Res. 26 ...... American Prisoners of War/Missing in Action

(POW/MIA) Chair of Honor Event—Emanci-
pation Hall authorization.

Federal budget—Fiscal year 2018
Enrollment corrections—S. 782 ........ccccovveeecvireennnnnn.

Bob Dole—Congressional Gold Medal award cere-
mony—Capitol rotunda authorization.

H. Con. Res. 71
S. Con. Res. 28
S. Con. Res. 31
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LIST OF PROCLAMATIONS

CONTAINED IN THIS VOLUME

PROCLAMATION

9563 ....coveeeee. Boundary Enlargement of the California Coastal Na-
tional Monument.

9564 ............... Boundary Enlargement of the Cascade-Siskiyou Na-
tional Monument.

9565 ...ooeeenennn Establishment of the Birmingham Civil Rights Na-
tional Monument.

9566 ............... Establishment of the Freedom Riders National Monu-
ment.

9567 ..oveeenen. Establishment of the Reconstruction Era National
Monument.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 2017
Religious Freedom Day, 2017
National Day of Patriotic Devotion
. National School Choice Week, 2017
National African American History Month, 2017
American Heart Month, 2017
... American Red Cross Month, 2017
.... Irish-American Heritage Month, 2017

. Women’s History Month, 2017
National Consumer Protection Week, 2017
National Poison Prevention Week, 2017
. National Agriculture Day, 2017

Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebra-
tion of Greek and American Democracy, 2017.

Cancer Control Month, 2017
National Child Abuse Prevention Month, 2017
National Donate Life Month, 2017
. National Financial Capability Month, 2017

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month, 2017.

World Autism Awareness Day, 2017
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2017
Honoring the Memory of John Glenn
. Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2017
Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2017

National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day,
2017.

National Park Week, 2017
National Volunteer Week, 2017
. Days of Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust, 2017

Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month,
2017.

9596 .....ccueee. Jewish American Heritage Month, 2017 ............c..c.........
9597 e, National Foster Care Month, 2017 ........cccccvvveeeeeeicrnnnnneee..
9598 ....ooienee National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2017 ........
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PUBLIC LAW 115-1—JAN. 20, 2017

Public Law 115-1
115th Congress
An Act

To amend title 5, United States Code, to codify the Presidential Innovation Fellows
Program, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Tested Ability to Leverage Excep-
tional National Talent Act of 2017” or the “TALENT Act of 2017”.

SEC. 2. PRESIDENTIAL INNOVATION FELLOWS PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 31 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER V—PRESIDENTIAL INNOVATION FELLOWS
PROGRAM

“§3171. Presidential Innovation Fellows Program

“(a) PorLicy.—It is in the national interest for the Government
to attract the brightest minds skilled in technology or innovative
practices to serve in the Government to work on some of the
Nation’s biggest and most pressing challenges. This subchapter
establishes a program to encourage successful entrepreneurs, execu-
tives, and innovators to join the Government and work in close
cooperation with Government leaders, to create meaningful solu-
tions that can help save lives and taxpayer money, fuel job creation,
and significantly improve how the Government serves the American
people.

“(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Administrator of General Services
shall continue the Presidential Innovation Fellows Program (herein-
after referred to as the ‘Program’) to enable exceptional individuals
with proven track records to serve time-limited appointments in
executive agencies to address some of the Nation’s most significant
challenges and improve existing Government efforts that would
particularly benefit from expertise using innovative techniques and
technology.

“(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Program shall be administered by
a Director, appointed by the Administrator under authorities of
the General Services Administration. The Administrator shall pro-
vide necessary staff, resources and administrative support for the
Program.

“(d) APPOINTMENT OF FELLOWS.—The Director shall appoint
fellows pursuant to the Program and, in cooperation with executive
agencies, shall facilitate placement of fellows to participate in

131 STAT. 3

Jan. 20, 2017
[H.R. 39]
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projects that have the potential for significant positive effects and
are consistent with the President’s goals.
“(e) APPLICATION PROCESS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall prescribe the process
for applications and nominations of individuals to the Program.

“(2) PROGRAM STANDARDS.—Following publication of these
processes, the Director may accept for consideration applica-
tions from individuals. The Director shall establish, administer,
review, and revise, if appropriate, a Governmentwide cap on
the number of fellows. The Director shall establish and publish
salary ranges, benefits, and standards for the Program.

“(f) SELECTION, APPOINTMENT, AND ASSIGNMENT OF FELLOWS.—

“(1) PROCEDURES.—The Director shall prescribe appropriate
procedures for the selection, appointment, and assignment of
fellows.

“(2) CONSULTATION.—Prior to the selection of fellows, the
Director shall consult with the heads of executive agencies
regarding potential projects and how best to meet those needs.
Following such consultation, the Director shall select and
appoint individuals to serve as fellows.

“(3) TIME LIMITATION.—Fellows selected for the Program
shall serve under short-term, time-limited appointments. Such
fellows shall be appointed for no less than 6 months and no
longer than 2 years in the Program. The Director shall facilitate
the process of placing fellows at requesting executive agencies.
“(g) RESPONSIBILITIES OF AGENCIES.—Each executive agency

shall work with the Director and the Presidential Innovation Fel-
lows Program advisory board established under section 3172 to
attempt to maximize the Program’s benefits to the agency and
the Government, including by identifying initiatives that have a
meaningful effect on the people served and that benefit from
involvement by one or more fellows. Such agencies shall ensure
that each fellow works closely with responsible senior officials for
the duration of the assignment.

5 USC 3172. “§3172. Presidential Innovation Fellows Program advisory
board

Recommenda- “(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of General Services shall

tions. continue an advisory board to advise the Director of the Presidential

Innovation Fellows Program by recommending such priorities and
standards as may be beneficial to fulfill the mission of the Presi-
dential Innovation Fellows Program and assist in identifying poten-
tial projects and placements for fellows. The advisory board may
not participate in the selection process under section 3171(f).
Designation. “(b) CHAIR; MEMBERSHIP.—The Administrator shall designate
a representative to serve as the Chair of the advisory board. In
ad(%itcilon to the Chair, the membership of the advisory board shall
include—
“(1) the Deputy Director for Management of the Office
of Management and Budget;
“(2) the Director of the Office of Personnel Management;
“(3) the Administrator of the Office of Electronic Govern-
ment of the Office of Management and Budget;
“(4) the Assistant to the President and Chief Technology
Officer; and
“(5) other individuals as may be designated by the Adminis-
trator.
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“(c) CONSULTATION.—The advisory board may consult with
industry, academia, or nonprofits to ensure the Presidential Innova-
tion Fellows Program is continually identifying opportunities to
apply advanced skillsets and innovative practices in effective ways
to address the Nation’s most significant challenges.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections for chapter
31 of title 5, United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“SUBCHAPTER V—PRESIDENTIAL INNOVATION FELLOWS PROGRAM

“3171. Presidential Innovation Fellows Program.
“3172. Presidential Innovation Fellows Program advisory board.”.

(¢) TRANSITION.—The Presidential Innovation Fellows Program
established pursuant to Executive Order No. 13704 (5 U.S.C. 3301
note) as in existence on the day before the date of enactment
of this Act shall be considered the Presidential Innovation Fellows
Program described in the amendments made by this Act.

(d) No ApDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—No additional funds
are authorized to be appropriated to carry out this Act or the
amendments made by this Act. This Act and the amendments
made by this Act shall be carried out using amounts otherwise
authorized.

Approved January 20, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 39:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Jan. 10, 11, considered and passed House.
Jan. 17, considered and passed Senate.

131 STAT. 5

5 USC
prec. 3010.

5 USC 3171 note.
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10 USC 113 note.
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PUBLIC LAW 115-2—JAN. 20, 2017

Public Law 115-2
115th Congress
An Act

To provide for an exception to a limitation against appointment of persons as
Secretary of Defense within seven years of relief from active duty as a regular
commissioned officer of the Armed Forces.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXCEPTION TO LIMITATION AGAINST APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONS AS SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WITHIN SEVEN
YEARS OF RELIEF FROM ACTIVE DUTY AS REGULAR
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the second sentence of sec-
tion 113(a) of title 10, United States Code, the first person
appointed, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
as Secretary of Defense after the date of the enactment of this
Act may be a person who is, on the date of appointment, within
seven years after relief, but not within three years after relief,
from active duty as a commissioned officer of a regular component
of the Armed Forces.

(b) LiMITED EXCEPTION.—This section applies only to the first
person appointed as Secretary of Defense as described in subsection
(a) after the date of the enactment of this Act, and to no other
person.

Approved January 20, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 84 (H.R. 393):

HOUSE REPORTS: No. 115-13 (Comm. on Armed Services) accompanying H.R. 393.
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):

Jan. 12, considered and passed Senate.

Jan. 13, considered and passed House.
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Public Law 115-3
115th Congress
An Act

To ensure the Government Accountability Office has adequate access to information.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “GAO Access and Oversight
Act of 2017”.

SEC. 2. ACCESS TO CERTAIN INFORMATION.

(a) ACCESS TO CERTAIN INFORMATION.—Subchapter II of chapter
7 of title 31, United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“§721. Access to certain information

“(a) No provision of the Social Security Act, including section
453(1) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 653(1)), shall be construed to limit,
amend, or supersede the authority of the Comptroller General to
obtain any information or to inspect any record under section 716
of this title.

“(b) The specific reference to a statute in subsection (a) shall
not be construed to affect access by the Government Accountability
Office to information under statutes that are not so referenced.”.

(b) AGENCY REPORTS.—Section 720(b) of title 31, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by inserting

“or planned” after “action taken”; and

(2) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting the following:
“1) the Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on Oversight and

Government Reform of the House of Representatives, the

congressional committees with jurisdiction over the agency pro-

gram or activity that is the subject of the recommendation,
and the Government Accountability Office before the 61st day
after the date of the report; and”.

(¢) AuTHORITY TOo OBTAIN RECORDS.—Section 716 of title 31,
United States Code, is amended in subsection (a)—

(1) by striking “(a)” and inserting “(2)”; and
(2) by inserting after the section heading the following:

“(a)(1) The Comptroller General is authorized to obtain such
agency records as the Comptroller General requires to discharge
the duties of the Comptroller General (including audit, evaluation,
and investigative duties), including through the bringing of civil
actions under this section. In reviewing a civil action under this
section, the court shall recognize the continuing force and effect

131 STAT. 7

dJan. 31, 2017
[H.R. 72]
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of the authorization in the preceding sentence until such time
as the authorization is repealed pursuant to law.”.
(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
31 USC sections for chapter 7 of title 31, United States Code, is amended
prec. 701. by inserting after the item relating to section 720 the following:

“721. Access to certain information.”.

Approved January 31, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 72:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Jan. 4, considered and passed House.
Jan. 17, considered and passed Senate.
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Public Law 1154
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of a rule submitted by the Securities and Exchange Commission relating
to “Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extraction Issuers”.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Securities and Exchange
Commission relating to “Disclosure of Payments by Resource Extrac-
tion Issuers” (published at 81 Fed. Reg. 49359 (July 27, 2016)),
and such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved February 14, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 41:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 1, considered and passed House.
Feb. 2, 3, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Feb. 14, Presidential remarks.

131 STAT. 9

Feb. 14, 2017
[H.J. Res. 41]
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Feb. 16, 2017

[H.J. Res. 38]

Public Law 115-5
115th Congress

Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of the Interior known as
the Stream Protection Rule.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement of the Department of the Interior
relating to the “Stream Protection Rule” (published at 81 Fed.
Reg. 93066 (December 20, 2016)), and such rule shall have no
force or effect.

Approved February 16, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 38:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 1, considered and passed House. Considered in Senate.
Feb. 2, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Feb. 16, Presidential remarks.
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Public Law 115-6
115th Congress
An Act

To authorize the National Science Foundation to support entrepreneurial programs
for women.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Promoting Women in
Entrepreneurship Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) women make up almost 50 percent of the workforce,
but less than 25 percent of the workforce in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) professions;

(2) women are less likely to focus on the STEM disciplines
in undergraduate and graduate study;

(3) only 26 percent of women who do attain degrees in
STEM fields work in STEM jobs;

(4) there is an increasing demand for individuals with
STEM degrees to extend their focus beyond the laboratory
so they can be leaders in discovery commercialization;

(5) studies have shown that technology and commercializa-
tion ventures are successful when women are in top manage-
ment positions; and

(6) the National Science Foundation’s mission includes sup-
porting women in STEM disciplines.

SEC. 3. SUPPORTING WOMEN’S ENTREPRENEURIAL PROGRAMS.

Section 33 of the Science and Engineering Equal Opportunities
Act (42 U.S.C. 1885a) is amended—
(1) by striking “and” at the end of paragraph (10);
(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (11)
and inserting “; and”; and
(3) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

131 STAT. 11

Feb. 28, 2017
[H.R. 255]
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“(12) encourage its entrepreneurial programs to recruit and
support women to extend their focus beyond the laboratory
and into the commercial world.”.

Approved February 28, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 255:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Jan. 10, considered and passed House.
Feb. 14, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Feb. 28, Presidential remarks.
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Public Law 115-7
115th Congress
An Act

To inspire women to enter the aerospace field, including science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics, through mentorship and outreach.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Inspiring the Next Space Pio-
neers, Innovators, Researchers, and Explorers (INSPIRE) Women
Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) NASA GIRLS and NASA BOYS are virtual mentoring
programs using commercially available video chat programs
to pair National Aeronautics and Space Administration mentors
with young students anywhere in the country. NASA GIRLS
and NASA BOYS give young students the opportunity to inter-
act and learn from real engineers, scientists, and technologists.

(2) The Aspire to Inspire (A2I) program engages young
girls to present science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics (STEM) career opportunities through the real lives and
jobs of early career women at NASA.

(3) The Summer Institute in Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Research (SISTER) program at the Goddard
Space Flight Center is designed to increase awareness of, and
provide an opportunity for, female middle school students to
be exposed to and explore nontraditional career fields with
Goddard Space Flight Center women engineers, mathemati-
cians, scientists, technicians, and researchers.

SEC. 3. SUPPORTING WOMEN’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE FIELDS OF
AEROSPACE AND SPACE EXPLORATION.

The Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration shall encourage women and girls to study science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics, pursue careers in aero-
space, and further advance the Nation’s space science and explo-
ration efforts through support of the following initiatives:

(1) NASA GIRLS and NASA BOYS.

(2) Aspire to Inspire.

(3) Summer Institute in Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Research.

SEC. 4. PLAN.

Not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall submit to the Committee on Science,

131 STAT. 13
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Space, and Technology of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
a plan for how NASA can best facilitate and support both current
and retired astronauts, scientists, engineers, and innovators,
including early career female astronauts, scientists, engineers, and
innovators, to engage with K-12 female STEM students and inspire
the next generation of women to consider participating in the fields
of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics and to pursue
careers in aerospace. This plan shall—

(1) report on existing activities with current and retired
NASA astronauts, scientists, engineers, and innovators;

(2) identify how NASA could best leverage existing authori-
ties to facilitate and support current and retired astronaut,
scientist, engineer, and innovator participation in NASA out-
reach efforts;

(3) propose and describe a program specific to retired astro-
nauts, scientists, engineers, and innovators; and

(4) identify any additional authorities necessary to institute
such a program.

Approved February 28, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 321:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Jan. 10, considered and passed House.
Feb. 14, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Feb. 28, Presidential remarks.
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Public Law 115-8
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Feb. 28. 2017
Code, of the rule submitted by the Social Security Administration relating to _eb. a5 A0
Implementation of the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007. [H.J. Res. 40]

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Social Security Administra-
tion relating to Implementation of the NICS Improvement Amend-
ments Act of 2007 (published at 81 Fed. Reg. 91702 (December
19, 2016)), and such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved February 28, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 40:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 2, considered and passed House.
Feb. 14, 15, considered and passed Senate.




131 STAT. 16

Mar. 13, 2017
[H.R. 609]

PUBLIC LAW 115-9—MAR. 13, 2017

Public Law 115-9
115th Congress
An Act

To designate the Department of Veterans Affairs health care center in Center
Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania, as the “Abie Abraham VA Clinic”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Abie Abraham of Lyndora, Pennsylvania, was stationed
during World War II with the 18th Infantry in New York;
3 years with the 14th Infantry in Panama; 15th Infantry,
unassigned in China, while the U.S.S. Panay was sunk; 30th
Infantry, Presidio, San Francisco; and the 31st Infantry,
Manila, Philippines, for 9 years.

(2) During World War II, Abraham fought, was captured,
endured the Bataan Death March and as a prisoner of war
for 312 years, was beaten, stabbed, shot, survived malaria
and starvation to be rescued by the 6th Rangers.

(3) Abraham stayed behind at the request of General
Douglas MacArthur for 2%2 more years disinterring the bodies
of his fallen comrades from the Bataan Death March and the
prison camps, helping to identify their bodies and see that
they were properly laid to rest.

(4) After his promotion in 1945, Abraham came back to
the United States where he served as a recruiter and then
also served 2 years in Germany until his retirement with 30
years of service as a Master Sergeant.

(5) Abraham received numerous medals for his service,
including the Purple Heart, and had several documentaries
on the Discovery Channel and History Channel.

(6) Abraham wrote the books “Ghost of Bataan Speaks”
in 1971 and “Oh, God, Where Are You” in 1977 to help the
public better understand what our brave men endured at the
hands of the Imperial Japanese Army as prisoners of war.

(7) Abraham was a life member of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, the American Legion, the Purple Heart Combat/Infantry
Organization, the American Ex-POWSs, the Disabled American
Veterans, and the American Defenders of Bataan.

(8) Abraham was a volunteer at Veterans Affairs Butler
Healthcare for 23 years from 1988 to 2011 and had 36,851
service hours caring for our veterans.

SEC. 2. ABIE ABRAHAM VA CLINIC.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Veterans Affairs health
care center in Center Township, Butler County, Pennsylvania, shall
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after the date of the enactment of this Act be known and designated
as the “Abie Abraham VA Clinic”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law, regulation, map,
document, paper, or other record of the United States to the health
care center referred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to be
a reference to the “Abie Abraham VA Clinic”.

Approved March 13, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 609:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 13, considered and passed House.
Feb. 17, considered and passed Senate.
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Public Law 115-10
115th Congress
An Act

To authorize the programs of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition Authorization Act
of 20177,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents of this Act
is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
Sec. 101. Fiscal year 2017.

TITLE II—SUSTAINING NATIONAL SPACE COMMITMENTS

Sec. 201. Sense of Congress on sustaining national space commitments.
Sec. 202. Findings.

TITLE III—MAXIMIZING UTILIZATION OF THE ISS AND LOW-EARTH ORBIT

Sec. 301. Operation of the ISS.

Sec. 302. Transportation to ISS.

Sec. 303. ISS transition plan.

Sec. 304. Space communications.

Sec. 305. Indemnification; NASA launch services and reentry services.

TITLE IV—ADVANCING HUMAN DEEP SPACE EXPLORATION

Subtitle A—Human Space Flight and Exploration Goals and Objectives

Sec. 411. Human space flight and exploration long-term goals.
Sec. 412. Key objectives.

Sec. 413. Vision for space exploration.

Sec. 414. Stepping stone approach to exploration.

Sec. 415. Update of exploration plan and programs.

Sec. 416. Repeals.

Sec. 417. Assured access to space.

Subtitle B—Assuring Core Capabilities for Exploration
Sec. 421. Space Launch System, Orion, and Exploration Ground Systems.
Subtitle C—Journey to Mars

Sec. 431. Findings on human space exploration.
Sec. 432. Human exploration roadmap.

Sec. 433. Advanced space suit capability.

Sec. 434. Asteroid robotic redirect mission.

Sec. 435. Mars 2033 report.

Subtitle D—TREAT Astronauts Act
Sec. 441. Short title.
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Sec. 442. Findings; sense of Congress.
Sec. 443. Medical monitoring and research relating to human space flight.

TITLE V—ADVANCING SPACE SCIENCE

Sec. 501. Maintaining a balanced space science portfolio.
Sec. 502. Planetary science.

Sec. 503. James Webb Space Telescope.

Sec. 504. Wide-Field Infrared Survey Telescope.

Sec. 505. Mars 2020 rover.

Sec. 506. Europa.

Sec. 507. Congressional declaration of policy and purpose.
Sec. 508. Extrasolar planet exploration strategy.

Sec. 509. Astrobiology strategy.

Sec. 510. Astrobiology public-private partnerships.

Sec. 511. Near-Earth objects.

Sec. 512. Near-Earth objects public-private partnerships.
Sec. 513. Assessment of science mission extensions.

Sec. 514. Stratospheric observatory for infrared astronomy.
Sec. 515. Radioisotope power systems.

Sec. 516. Assessment of Mars architecture.

Sec. 517. Collaboration.

TITLE VI—AERONAUTICS

Sec. 601. Sense of Congress on aeronautics.
Sec. 602. Transformative aeronautics research.
Sec. 603. Hypersonic research.

Sec. 604. Supersonic research.

Sec. 605. Rotorcraft research.

TITLE VII—SPACE TECHNOLOGY

Sec. 701. Space technology infusion.
Sec. 702. Space technology program.

TITLE VIII—MAXIMIZING EFFICIENCY

Subtitle A—Agency Information Technology and Cybersecurity

Sec. 811. Information technology governance.

Sec. 812. Information technology strategic plan.

Sec. 813. Cybersecurity.

Sec. 814. Security management of foreign national access.
Sec. 815. Cybersecurity of web applications.

Subtitle B—Collaboration Among Mission Directorates and Other Matters

Sec. 821. Collaboration among mission directorates.

Sec. 822. NASA launch capabilities collaboration.

Sec. 823. Detection and avoidance of counterfeit parts.

Sec. 824. Education and outreach.

Sec. 825. Leveraging commercial satellite servicing capabilities across mission di-
rectorates.

Sec. 826. Flight opportunities.

Sec. 827. Sense of Congress on small class launch missions.

Sec. 828. Baseline and cost controls.

Sec. 829. Commercial technology transfer program.

Sec. 830. Avoiding organizational conflicts of interest in major administration ac-
quisition programs.

Sec. 831. Protection of Apollo landing sites.

Sec. 832. NASA lease of non-excess property.

Sec. 833. Termination liability.

Sec. 834. Independent reviews.

Sec. 835. NASA Advisory Council.

Sec. 836. Cost estimation.

Sec. 837. Facilities and infrastructure.

Sec. 838. Human space flight accident investigations.

Sec. 839. Orbital debris.

Sec. 840. Review of orbital debris removal concepts.

Sec. 841. Space Act Agreements.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—The term “Administration” means
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

131 STAT.

51 USC 10101
note.

19



131 STAT. 20

PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017

(2) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term “Administrator” means the
Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—The term
“appropriate committees of Congress” means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology
of the House of Representatives.

(4) CI1S-LUNAR SPACE.—The term “cis-lunar space” means
the region of space from the Earth out to and including the
region around the surface of the Moon.

(5) DEEP SPACE.—The term “deep space” means the region
of space beyond low-Earth orbit, to include cis-lunar space.

(6) GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—The term “government
astronaut” has the meaning given the term in section 50902
of title 51, United States Code.

(7) ISS.—The term “ISS” means the International Space
Station.

(8) ISS MANAGEMENT ENTITY.—The term “ISS management
entity” means the organization with which the Administrator
has a cooperative agreement under section 504(a) of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18354(a)).

(9) NASA.—The term “NASA” means the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

(10) ORION.—The term “Orion” means the multipurpose
crew vehicle described under section 303 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18323).

(11) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—The term “Space Launch
System” has the meaning given the term in section 3 of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18302).

(12) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—The term
“United States government astronaut” has the meaning given
the term “government astronaut” in section 50902 of title 51,
United States Code, except it does not include an individual
who is an international partner astronaut.

TITLE I—AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS

SEC. 101. FISCAL YEAR 2017.

There are authorized to be appropriated to NASA for fiscal

year 2017, $19,508,000,000, as follows:

(1) For Exploration, $4,330,000,000.

(2) For Space Operations, $5,023,000,000.

(3) For Science, $5,500,000,000.

(4) For Aeronautics, $640,000,000.

(5) For Space Technology, $686,000,000.

(6) For Education, $115,000,000.

(7) For Safety, Security, and Mission Services,
$2,788,600,000.

(8) For Construction and Environmental Compliance and
Restoration, $388,000,000.
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(9) For Inspector General, $37,400,000.

TITLE II—SUSTAINING NATIONAL
SPACE COMMITMENTS

201. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SUSTAINING NATIONAL SPACE
COMMITMENTS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) honoring current national space commitments and
building upon investments in space across successive Adminis-
trations demonstrates clear continuity of purpose by the United
States, in collaboration with its international, academic, and
industry partners, to extend humanity’s reach into deep space,
including cis-lunar space, the Moon, the surface and moons
of Mars, and beyond,;

(2) NASA leaders can best leverage investments in the
United States space program by continuing to develop a bal-
anced portfolio for space exploration and space science,
including continued development of the Space Launch System,
Orion, Commercial Crew Program, space and planetary science
missions such as the James Webb Space Telescope, Wide-Field
Infrared Survey Telescope, and Europa mission, and ongoing
operations of the ISS and Commercial Resupply Services Pro-
gram;

(3) a national, government-led space program that builds
on current science and exploration programs, advances human
knowledge and capabilities, and opens the frontier beyond
Earth for ourselves, commercial enterprise, and science, and
with our international partners, is of critical importance to
our national destiny and to a future guided by United States
values and freedoms;

(4) continuity of purpose and effective execution of core
NASA programs are essential for efficient use of resources
in pursuit of timely and tangible accomplishments;

(5) NASA could improve its efficiency and effectiveness
by working with industry to streamline existing programs and
requirements, procurement practices, institutional footprint,
and bureaucracy while preserving effective program oversight,
accountability, and safety;

(6) it is imperative that the United States maintain and
enhance its leadership in space exploration and space science,
and continue to expand freedom and economic opportunities
in space for all Americans that are consistent with the Constitu-
tion of the United States; and

(7) NASA should be a multi-mission space agency, and
should have a balanced and robust set of core missions in
space science, space technology, aeronautics, human space flight
and exploration, and education.

202. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Returns on the Nation’s investments in science, tech-
nology, and exploration accrue over decades-long timeframes,
and a disruption of such investments could prevent returns
from being fully realized.
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(2) Past challenges to the continuity of such investments,
particularly threats regarding the cancellation of authorized
programs with bipartisan and bicameral support, have dis-
rupted completion of major space systems thereby—

(A) impeding planning and pursuit of national objec-
tives in space science and human space exploration;

(B) placing such investments in space science and space
exploration at risk; and

(C) degrading the aerospace industrial base.

(3) The National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-155; 119 Stat. 2895),
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-422; 122 Stat. 4779), and National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of
2010 (42 U.S.C. 18301 et seq.) reflect a broad, bipartisan agree-
ment on the path forward for NASA’s core missions in science,
space technology, aeronautics, human space flight and explo-
ration, and education, that serves as the foundation for the
policy updates by this Act.

(4) Sufficient investment and maximum utilization of the
ISS and ISS National Laboratory with our international and
industry partners is—

(A) consistent with the goals and objectives of the

United States space program; and

(B) imperative to continuing United States global
leadership in human space exploration, science, research,
technology development, and education opportunities that
contribute to development of the next generation of Amer-
ican scientists, engineers, and leaders, and to creating the
opportunity for economic development of low-Earth orbit.

(5) NASA has made measurable progress in the develop-
ment and testing of the Space Launch System and Orion explo-
ration systems with the near-term objectives of the initial
integrated test flight and launch in 2018, a human mission
in 2021, and continued missions with an annual cadence in
cis-lunar space and eventually to the surface of Mars.

(6) The Commercial Crew Program has made measurable
progress toward reestablishing the capability to launch United
States government astronauts from United States soil into low-
Earth orbit by the end of 2018.

(7) The Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel, in its 2015
Annual Report, urged continuity of purpose noting concerns
over the potential for cost overruns and schedule slips that
could accompany significant changes to core NASA programs.

TITLE III—MAXIMIZING UTILIZATION
OF THE ISS AND LOW-EARTH ORBIT

SEC. 301. OPERATION OF THE ISS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) after 15 years of continuous human presence in low-
Earth orbit, the ISS continues to overcome challenges and
operate safely;
(2) the ISS is a unique testbed for future space exploration
systems development, including long-duration space travel;
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(3) the expansion of partnerships, scientific research, and
commercial applications of the ISS is essential to ensuring
the greatest return on investments made by the United States
and its international space partners in the development,
assembly, and operations of that unique facility;

(4) utilization of the ISS will sustain United States leader-
ship and progress in human space exploration by—

(A) facilitating the commercialization and economic
development of low-Earth orbit;
(B) serving as a testbed for technologies and a platform
for scientific research and development; and
(C) serving as an orbital facility enabling research
upon—
(i) the health, well-being, and performance of
humans in space; and
(i1) the development of in-space systems enabling
human space exploration beyond low-Earth orbit; and

(5) the ISS provides a platform for fundamental, micro-
gravity, discovery-based space life and physical sciences
research that is critical for enabling space exploration, pro-
tecting humans in space, increasing pathways for commercial
space development that depend on advances in basic research,
and contributes to advancing science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics research.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—The primary objectives of the ISS program
shall be—

(1) to achieve the long term goal and objectives under
section 202 of the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18312); and

(2) to pursue a research program that advances knowledge
and provides other benefits to the Nation.

(c) CONTINUATION OF THE ISS.—Section 501 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18351) is amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 501. CONTINUATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION.

“(a) Poricy oF THE UNITED STATES.—It shall be the policy
of the United States, in consultation with its international partners
in the ISS program, to support full and complete utilization of
the ISS through at least 2024.

“(b) NASA ActiON.—In furtherance of the policy set forth in
subsection (a), NASA shall—

“(1) pursue international, commercial, and
intragovernmental means to maximize ISS logistics supply,
maintenance, and operational capabilities, reduce risks to ISS
systems sustainability, and offset and minimize United States
operations costs relating to the ISS;

“(2) utilize, to the extent practicable, the ISS for the
development of capabilities and technologies needed for the
futélre of human space exploration beyond low-Earth orbit;
an

“(3) wutilize, if practical and cost effective, the ISS for
Science Mission Directorate missions in low-Earth orbit.”.

SEC. 302. TRANSPORTATION TO ISS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that reliance on foreign carriers
for United States crew transfer is unacceptable, and the Nation’s
human space flight program must acquire the capability to launch
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United States government astronauts on vehicles using United
States rockets from United States soil as soon as is safe, reliable,
and affordable to do so.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON COMMERCIAL CREW PROGRAM AND
COMMERCIAL RESUPPLY SERVICES PROGRAM.—It is the sense of Con-
gress that—

(1) once developed and certified to meet the Administra-
tion’s safety and reliability requirements, United States
commercially provided crew transportation systems can serve
as the primary means of transporting United States government
astronauts and international partner astronauts to and from
the ISS and serving as ISS crew rescue vehicles;

(2) previous budgetary assumptions used by the Adminis-
tration in its planning for the Commercial Crew Program
assumed significantly higher funding levels than were author-
ized and appropriated by Congress;

(3) credibility in the Administration’s budgetary estimates
for the Commercial Crew Program can be enhanced by an
independently developed cost estimate;

(4) such credibility in budgetary estimates is an important
factor in understanding program risk;

(5) United States access to low-Earth orbit is paramount
to the continued success of the ISS and ISS National Labora-
tory;

(6) a stable and successful Commercial Resupply Services
Program and Commercial Crew Program are critical to ensuring
timely provisioning of the ISS and to reestablishing the capa-
bility to launch United States government astronauts from
United States soil into orbit, ending reliance upon Russian
transport of United States government astronauts to the ISS
which has not been possible since the retirement of the Space
Shuttle program in 2011;

(7) NASA should build upon the success of the Commercial
Orbital Transportation Services Program and Commercial
Resupply Services Program that have allowed private sector
companies to partner with NASA to deliver cargo and scientific
experiments to the ISS since 2012;

(8) the 21st Century Launch Complex Program has enabled
significant modernization and infrastructure improvements at
launch sites across the United States to support NASA’s
Commercial Resupply Services Program and other civil and
commercial space flight missions; and

(9) the 21st Century Launch Complex Program should be
continued in a manner that leverages State and private invest-
ments to achieve the goals of that program.

(¢) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms—

(1) its commitment to the use of a commercially developed,
private sector launch and delivery system to the ISS for crew
missions as expressed in the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-
155; 119 Stat. 2895), the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
422; 122 Stat. 4779), and the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18301
et seq.); and

(2) the requirement under section 50111(b)(1)(A) of title
51, United States Code, that the Administration shall make
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use of United States commercially provided ISS crew transfer

and crew rescue services to the maximum extent practicable.

(d) USE oOF NON-UNITED STATES HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT
TRANSPORTATION CAPABILITIES.—Section 201(a) of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18311(a)) is amended to read as follows:

“(a) USE oOF NON-UNITED STATES HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT
TRANSPORTATION SERVICES.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Government may not
acquire human space flight transportation services from a for-
eign entity unless—

“(A) no United States Government-operated human
space flight capability is available;

1 “(B) no United States commercial provider is available;
an

“(C) it is a qualified foreign entity.

“(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

“(A) COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term ‘commercial
provider’ means any person providing human space flight
transportation services, primary control of which is held
by persons other than the Federal Government, a State
or local government, or a foreign government.

“(B) QUALIFIED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term ‘qualified
foreign entity’ means a foreign entity that is in compliance
with all applicable safety standards and is not prohibited
from providing space transportation services under other
aw.

“(C) UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL PROVIDER.—The term
‘United States commercial provider means a commercial
provider, organized under the laws of the United States
or of a State, that is more than 50 percent owned by
United States nationals.

“(3) ARRANGEMENTS WITH FOREIGN ENTITIES.—Nothing in
this subsection shall prevent the Administrator from negoti-
ating or entering into human space flight transportation
arrangements with foreign entities to ensure safety of flight
and continued ISS operations.”.

(e) COMMERCIAL CREW PROGRAM.—

(1) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the Commercial Crew Pro-
gram shall be to assist in the development and certification
of commercially provided transportation that—

(A) can carry United States government astronauts
safely, reliably, and affordably to and from the ISS;

(B) can serve as a crew rescue vehicle; and

(C) can accomplish subparagraphs (A) and (B) as soon
as practicable.

(2) PRIMARY CONSIDERATION.—The objective described in
paragraph (1) shall be the primary consideration in the acquisi-
tion strategy for the Commercial Crew Program.

(3) SAFETY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall protect the
safety of government astronauts by ensuring that each
commercially provided transportation system under this
subsection meets all applicable human rating requirements
in accordance with section 403(b)(1) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of
2010 (42 U.S.C. 18342(b)(1)).
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(B) LESSONS LEARNED.—Consistent with the findings
and recommendations of the Columbia Accident Investiga-
tion Board, the Administration shall ensure that safety
and the minimization of the probability of loss of crew
are the critical priorities of the Commercial Crew Program.
(4) CosT MINIMIZATION.—The Administrator shall strive

through the competitive selection process to minimize the life

cycle cost to the Administration through the planned period
of commercially provided crew transportation services.

(f) CoMMERCIAL CARGO PROGRAM.—Section 401 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18341) is amended by striking “Commercial Orbital
Transportation Services” and inserting “Commercial Resupply Serv-
ices”.

(g) COMPETITION.—It is the policy of the United States that,
to foster the competitive development, operation, improvement, and
commercial availability of space transportation services, and to
minimize the life cycle cost to the Administration, the Administrator
shall procure services for Federal Government access to and return
from the ISS, whenever practicable, via fair and open competition
for well-defined, milestone-based, Federal Acquisition Regulation-
based contracts under section 201(a) of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C.
18311(a)).

(h) TRANSPARENCY.—

(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that
cost transparency and schedule transparency aid in effective
program management and risk assessment.

(2) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, to the greatest
extent practicable and in a manner that does not add costs
or schedule delays to the program, ensure all Commercial Crew
Program and Commercial Resupply Services Program providers
provide evidence-based support for their costs and schedules.
(i) ISS CARGO REsSUPPLY SERVICES LESSONS LEARNED.—Not

later than 120 days after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator shall submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that—

(1) identifies the lessons learned to date from previous
and existing Commercial Resupply Services contracts;

(2) indicates whether changes are needed to the manner
in which the Administration procures and manages similar
services prior to the issuance of future Commercial Resupply
Services procurement opportunities; and

(3) identifies any lessons learned from the Commercial
Resupply Services contracts that should be applied to the
procurement and management of commercially provided crew
transfer services to and from the ISS or to other future procure-
ments.

SEC. 303. ISS TRANSITION PLAN.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) NASA has been both the primary supplier and consumer
of human space flight capabilities and services of the ISS and
in low-Earth orbit; and

(2) according to the National Research Council report
“Pathways to Exploration: Rationales and Approaches for a
U.S. Program of Human Space Exploration” extending ISS
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beyond 2020 to 2024 or 2028 will have significant negative
impacts on the schedule of crewed missions to Mars, without
significant increases in funding.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) an orderly transition for United States human space
flight activities in low-Earth orbit from the current regime,
that relies heavily on NASA sponsorship, to a regime where
NASA is one of many customers of a low-Earth orbit commercial
human space flight enterprise may be necessary; and

(2) decisions about the long-term future of the ISS impact
the ability to conduct future deep space exploration activities,
and that such decisions regarding the ISS should be considered
in the context of the human exploration roadmap under section
432 of this Act.

(¢) REPORTS.—Section 50111 of title 51, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following:
“(c) ISS TRANSITION PLAN.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in coordination with Coordination.
the ISS management entity (as defined in section 2 of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition
Authorization Act of 2017), ISS partners, the scientific user
community, and the commercial space sector, shall develop
a plan to transition in a step-wise approach from the current
regime that relies heavily on NASA sponsorship to a regime
where NASA could be one of many customers of a low-Earth
orbit non-governmental human space flight enterprise.

“(2) REPORTS.—Not later than December 1, 2017, and
biennially thereafter until 2023, the Administrator shall submit
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a report that includes—

“(A) a description of the progress in achieving the
Administration’s deep space human exploration objectives
on ISS and prospects for accomplishing future mission
requirements, space exploration objectives, and other
research objectives on future commercially supplied low-
Earth orbit platforms or migration of those objectives to
cis-lunar space;

“(B) the steps NASA is taking and will take, including
demonstrations that could be conducted on the ISS, to
stimulate and facilitate commercial demand and supply
of products and services in low-Earth orbit;

“(C) an identification of barriers preventing the
commercialization of low-Earth orbit, including issues
relating to policy, regulations, commercial intellectual prop-
erty, data, and confidentiality, that could inhibit the use
of the ISS as a commercial incubator;

“D) the criteria for defining the ISS as a research Criteria.
success;

“(E) the criteria used to determine whether the ISS Criteria.
is meeting the objective under section 301(b)(2) of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition
Authorization Act of 2017;

“(F) an assessment of whether the criteria under sub- Assessment.
paragraphs (D) and (E) are consistent with the research
areas defined in, and recommendations and schedules
under, the current National Academies of Sciences,
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Engineering, and Medicine Decadal Survey on Biological
and Physical Sciences in Space;

“(G) any necessary contributions that ISS extension
would make to enabling execution of the human exploration
roadmap under section 432 of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Transition Authorization Act of
2017,

“(H) the cost estimates for operating the ISS to achieve
the criteria required under subparagraphs (D) and (E) and
the contributions identified under subparagraph (G);

“I) the cost estimates for extending operations of the
ISS to 2024, 2028, and 2030;

“(J) an evaluation of the feasible and preferred service
life of the ISS beyond the period described in section 503
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18353), through at
least 2028, as a unique scientific, commercial, and space
exploration-related facility, including—

“(i) a general discussion of international partner
Cﬁpabilities and prospects for extending the partner-
ship,

“(ii) the cost associated with extending the service
life;

“(iii) an assessment on the technical limiting fac-
tors of the service life of the ISS, including a list
of critical components and their expected service life
and availability; and

“(iv) such other information as may be necessary
to fully describe the justification for and feasibility
of extending the service life of the ISS, including the
potential scientific or technological benefits to the Fed-
eral Government, public, or to academic or commercial
entities;

“K) an identification of the necessary actions and an
estimate of the costs to deorbit the ISS once it has reached
the end of its service life;

“(L) the impact on deep space exploration capabilities,
including a crewed mission to Mars in the 2030s, if the
preferred service life of the ISS is extended beyond 2024
and NASA maintains a flat budget profile; and

“(M) an evaluation of the functions, roles, and respon-
sibilities for management and operation of the ISS and
a determination of—

“(1) those functions, roles, and responsibilities the
Federal Government should retain during the lifecycle
of the ISS;

“(ii) those functions, roles, and responsibilities that
could be transferred to the commercial space sector;

“(iii) the metrics that would indicate the commer-
cial space sector’s readiness and ability to assume the
functions, roles, and responsibilities described in clause
(i1); and

“(iv) any necessary changes to any agreements
or other documents and the law to enable the activities
described in subparagraphs (A) and (B).

“(3) DEMONSTRATIONS.—If additional Government crew,

power, and transportation resources are available after meeting



PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017

the Administration’s requirements for ISS activities defined
in the human exploration roadmap and related research, dem-
onstrations identified under paragraph (2) may—

“(A) test the capabilities needed to meet future mission
requirements, space exploration objectives, and other
research objectives described in paragraph (2)(A); and

“(B) demonstrate or test -capabilities, including
commercial modules or deep space habitats, Environmental
Control and Life Support Systems, orbital satellite
assembly, exploration space suits, a node that enables a
wide variety of activity, including multiple commercial mod-
ules and airlocks, additional docking or berthing ports for
commercial crew and cargo, opportunities for the commer-
cial space sector to cost share for transportation and other
services on the ISS, other commercial activities, or services
obtained through alternate acquisition approaches.”.

SEC. 304. SPACE COMMUNICATIONS.

(a) PLAN.—The Administrator shall develop a plan, in consulta-
tion with relevant Federal agencies, to meet the Administration’s
projected space communication and navigation needs for low-Earth
orbit and deep space operations in the 20-year period following
the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) CONTENTS.—The plan shall include—

(1) the lifecycle cost estimates and a 5-year funding profile;

(2) the performance capabilities required to meet the
Admdinistration’s projected space communication and navigation
needs;

(3) the measures the Administration will take to sustain
the existing space communications and navigation architecture;

(4) an identification of the projected space communications
and navigation network and infrastructure needs;

(5) a description of the necessary upgrades to meet the
needs identified in paragraph (4), including—

(A) an estimate of the cost of the upgrades;

(B) a schedule for implementing the upgrades; and

(C) an assessment of whether and how any related
missions will be impacted if resources are not secured
at the level needed,;

(6) the cost estimates for the maintenance of existing space
communications network capabilities necessary to meet the
needs identified in paragraph (4);

(7) the criteria for prioritizing resources for the upgrades
described in paragraph (5) and the maintenance described in
paragraph (6);

(8) an estimate of any reimbursement amounts the
Administration may receive from other Federal agencies;

(9) an identification of the projected Tracking and Data
Relay Satellite System needs in the 20-year period following
the date of enactment of this Act, including in support of
relevant Federal agencies, and cost and schedule estimates
to maintain and upgrade the Tracking and Data Relay Satellite
System to meet the projected needs;

(10) the measures the Administration is taking to meet
space communications needs after all Tracking and Data Relay
Satellite System third-generation communications satellites are
operational; and
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(11) the measures the Administration is taking to mitigate
threats to electromagnetic spectrum use.
(c) SCHEDULE.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit the plan to the
appropriate committees of Congress.

SEC. 305. INDEMNIFICATION; NASA LAUNCH SERVICES AND REENTRY
SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 201 of title 51,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following:

“§ 20148. Indemnification; NASA launch services and reentry
services

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Under such regulations in conformity with
this section as the Administrator shall prescribe taking into account
the availability, cost, and terms of liability insurance, any contract
between the Administration and a provider may provide that the
United States will indemnify the provider against successful claims
(including reasonable expenses of litigation or settlement) by third
parties for death, bodily injury, or loss of or damage to property
resulting from launch services and reentry services carried out
under the contract that the contract defines as unusually hazardous
or nuclear in nature, but only to the extent the total amount
of successful claims related to the activities under the contract—

“(1) is more than the amount of insurance or demonstration
of financial responsibility described in subsection (c)(3); and

“(2) is not more than the amount specified in section
50915(a)(1)(B).

“(b) TERMS OF INDEMNIFICATION.—A contract made under sub-
section (a) that provides indemnification shall provide for—

“(1) notice to the United States of any claim or suit against
the provider for death, bodily injury, or loss of or damage
to property; and

“(2) control of or assistance in the defense by the United
States, at its election, of that claim or suit and approval of
any settlement.

“(c) LIABILITY INSURANCE OF THE PROVIDER.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The provider under subsection (a) shall
obtain liability insurance or demonstrate financial responsi-
bility in amounts to compensate for the maximum probable
loss from claims by—

“(A) a third party for death, bodily injury, or property
damage or loss resulting from a launch service or reentry
service carried out under the contract; and

“(B) the United States Government for damage or loss
to Government property resulting from a launch service
or reentry service carried out under the contract.

“(2) MAXIMUM PROBABLE LOSSES.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall determine
the maximum probable losses under subparagraphs (A)
and (B) of paragraph (1) not later than 90 days after
the date that the provider requests such a determination
and submits all information the Administrator requires.

“(B) REVISIONS.—The Administrator may revise a
determination under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph
if the Administrator determines the revision is warranted
based on new information.
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“(3) AMOUNT OF INSURANCE.—For the total claims related
to one launch or reentry, a provider shall not be required
to obtain insurance or demonstrate financial responsibility of
more than—

“(A)(1) $500,000,000 under paragraph (1)(A); or
“(1) $100,000,000 under paragraph (1)(B); or
“(B) the maximum liability insurance available on the
world market at reasonable cost.

“(4) COVERAGE.—An insurance policy or demonstration of
financial responsibility under this subsection shall protect the
following, to the extent of their potential liability for involve-
ment in launch services or reentry services:

“(A) The Government.
“(B) Personnel of the Government.
“(C) Related entities of the Government.
“(D) Related entities of the provider.
“(E) Government astronauts.
“(d) No INDEMNIFICATION WITHOUT CROSS-WAIVER.—Notwith-

standing subsection (a), the Administrator may not indemnify a
provider under this section unless there is a cross-waiver between
the Administration and the provider as described in subsection

(e).

“(e) CROSS-WAIVERS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, on behalf of the
United States and its departments, agencies, and instrumental-
ities, shall reciprocally waive claims with a provider under
which each party to the waiver agrees to be responsible, and
agrees to ensure that its related entities are responsible, for
damage or loss to its property, or for losses resulting from
any injury or death sustained by its employees or agents,
as a result of activities arising out of the performance of the
contract.

“(2) LiMITATION.—The waiver made by the Government
under paragraph (1) shall apply only to the extent that the
claims are more than the amount of insurance or demonstration
of financial responsibility required under subsection (c)(1)(B).
“(f) WILLFUL MISCONDUCT.—Indemnification under subsection

(a) may exclude claims resulting from the willful misconduct of
the provider or its related entities.

“(g) CERTIFICATION OF JUST AND REASONABLE AMOUNT.—No

payment may be made under subsection (a) unless the Adminis-
trator or the Administrator’s designee certifies that the amount
is just and reasonable.

“(h) PAYMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon the approval by the Administrator,
payments under subsection (a) may be made from funds appro-
priated for such payments.

“(2) LIMITATION.—The Administrator shall not approve pay-
ments under paragraph (1), except to the extent provided in
an appropriation law or to the extent additional legislative
authority is enacted providing for such payments.

“(3) ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS.—If the Administrator
requests additional appropriations to make payments under
this subsection, then the request for those appropriations shall
be made in accordance with the procedures established under
section 50915.

“(i) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The authority to indemnify under this
section shall not create any rights in third persons that would
not otherwise exist by law.

“(2) OTHER AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this section may be
construed as prohibiting the Administrator from indemnifying
a provider or any other NASA contractor under other law,
including under Public Law 85-804 (50 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.).

“(3) ANTI-DEFICIENCY ACT.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of this section—

“(A) all obligations under this section are subject to
the availability of funds; and
“(B) nothing in this section may be construed to require

obligation or payment of funds in violation of sections 1341,

1342, 1349 through 1351, and 1511 through 1519 of title

31, United States Code (commonly referred to as the ‘Anti-

Deficiency Act’).

“j) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—The Administrator may
not provide indemnification under this section for an activity that
requires a license or permit under chapter 509.

“(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—The term ‘government
astronaut’ has the meaning given the term in section 50902.

“(2) LAUNCH SERVICES.—The term ‘launch services’ has the
meaning given the term in section 50902.

“(3) PROVIDER.—The term ‘provider’ means a person that
provides domestic launch services or domestic reentry services
to the Government.

“(4) REENTRY SERVICES.—The term ‘reentry services’ has
the meaning given the term in section 50902.

“(5) RELATED ENTITY.—The term ‘related entity’ means a
contractor or subcontractor.

“(6) THIRD PARTY.—The term ‘third party’ means a person
except—

“(A) the United States Government;

“B) related entities of the Government involved in
launch services or reentry services;

“(C) a provider;

“(D) related entities of the provider involved in launch
services or reentry services; or

“(E) a government astronaut.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of contents for sub-

51 USC chapter III of chapter 201 of title 51, United States Code, is
prec. 20101. amended by inserting after the item relating to section 20147 the
following:

“20148. Indemnification; NASA launch services and reentry services.”.
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TITLE IV—ADVANCING HUMAN DEEP
SPACE EXPLORATION

Subtitle A—Human Space Flight and
Exploration Goals and Objectives

SEC. 411. HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT AND EXPLORATION LONG-TERM
GOALS.

Section 202(a) of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18312(a)) is amended
to read as follows:

“(a) LONG-TERM GOALS.—The long-term goals of the human
space flight and exploration efforts of NASA shall be—

“(1) to expand permanent human presence beyond low-
Earth orbit and to do so, where practical, in a manner involving
international, academic, and industry partners;

“(2) crewed missions and progress toward achieving the
goal in paragraph (1) to enable the potential for subsequent
human exploration and the extension of human presence
throughout the solar system; and

“(3) to enable a capability to extend human presence,
including potential human habitation on another celestial body
and a thriving space economy in the 21st Century.”.

SEC. 412. KEY OBJECTIVES.

Section 202(b) of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18312(b)) is amended—
(1) in paragraph (3), by striking “; and” and inserting

a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking the period at the end
and inserting “; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(5) to achieve human exploration of Mars and beyond
through the prioritization of those technologies and capabilities
best suited for such a mission in accordance with the stepping
stone approach to exploration under section 70504 of title 51,
United States Code.”.

SEC. 413. VISION FOR SPACE EXPLORATION.

Section 20302 of title 51, United States Code, is amended—
(1) in subsection (a), by inserting “in cis-lunar space or”
after “sustained human presence”;
(2) by amending subsection (b) to read as follows:

“(b) FUTURE EXPLORATION OF MARS.—The Administrator shall
manage human space flight programs, including the Space Launch
System and Orion, to enable humans to explore Mars and other
destinations by defining a series of sustainable steps and conducting
mission planning, research, and technology development on a time-
table that is technically and fiscally possible, consistent with section
70504.”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) ORION.—The term ‘Orion’ means the multipurpose crew
vehicle described under section 303 of the National Aeronautics
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and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C.
18323).

“(2) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—The term ‘Space Launch
System’ means has the meaning given the term in section
3 of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18302).”.

SEC. 414. STEPPING STONE APPROACH TO EXPLORATION.

Section 70504 of title 51, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:

“§70504. Stepping stone approach to exploration

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administration—

“(1) may conduct missions to intermediate destinations in
sustainable steps in accordance with section 20302(b) of this
title, and on a timetable determined by the availability of
funding, in order to achieve the objective of human exploration
of Mars specified in section 202(b)(5) of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18312(b)(5)); and

“(2) shall incorporate any such missions into the human
exploration roadmap under section 432 of the National Aero-
nfgutics and Space Administration Transition Authorization Act
of 2017.

“(b) COST-EFFECTIVENESS.—In order to maximize the cost-
effectiveness of the long-term space exploration and utilization
activities of the United States, the Administrator shall take all
necessary steps, including engaging international, academic, and
industry partners, to ensure that activities in the Administration’s
human space exploration program balance how those activities
might also help meet the requirements of future exploration and
utilization activities leading to human habitation on the surface
of Mars.

“(c) CoMPLETION.—Within budgetary considerations, once an
exploration-related project enters its development phase, the
Administrator shall seek, to the maximum extent practicable, to
complete that project without undue delays.

“(d) INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPATION.—In order to achieve the
goal of successfully conducting a crewed mission to the surface
of Mars, the President may invite the United States partners in
the ISS program and other nations, as appropriate, to participate
in an international initiative under the leadership of the United
States.”.

SEC. 415. UPDATE OF EXPLORATION PLAN AND PROGRAMS.

Section 70502(2) of title 51, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:
“(2) implement an exploration research and technology
development program to enable human and robotic operations
consistent with section 20302(b) of this title;”.

SEC. 416. REPEALS.

(a) SPACE SHUTTLE CAPABILITY ASSURANCE.—Section 203 of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18313) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);
(2) in subsection (d), by striking “subsection (c)” and
inserting “subsection (b)”; and
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(3) by redesignating subsections (¢) and (d) as subsections

(b) and (c), respectively.

(b) SHUTTLE PRICING PoLicY FOR COMMERCIAL AND FOREIGN
UsiERs.—Chapter 703 of title 51, United States Code, and the item
relating to that chapter in the table of chapters for that title,
are repealed.

(¢) SHUTTLE PRIVATIZATION.—Section 50133 of title 51, United
States Code, and the item relating to that section in the table
of sections for chapter 501 of that title, are repealed.

SEC. 417. ASSURED ACCESS TO SPACE.

Section 70501 of title 51, United States Code, is amended—
(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) PoLicY STATEMENT.—In order to ensure continuous United
States participation and leadership in the exploration and utiliza-
tion of space and as an essential instrument of national security,
it is the policy of the United States to maintain an uninterrupted
capability for human space flight and operations—

“(1) in low-Earth orbit; and
“(2) beyond low-Earth orbit once the capabilities described
in section 421(f) of the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration Transition Authorization Act of 2017 become

available.”; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking “Committee on Science
and Technology of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
describing the progress being made toward developing the Crew

Exploration Vehicle and the Crew Launch Vehicle” and

inserting “Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

tation of the Senate and the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology of the House of Representatives describing
the progress being made toward developing the Space Launch

System and Orion”.

Subtitle B—Assuring Core Capabilities for
Exploration

SEC. 421. SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM, ORION, AND EXPLORATION GROUND
SYSTEMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) NASA has made steady progress in developing and
testing the Space Launch System and Orion exploration sys-
tems with the successful Exploration Flight Test of Orion in
December of 2014, the final qualification test firing of the
5-segment Space Launch System boosters in June 2016, and
a full thrust, full duration test firing of the RS-25 Space
Launch System core stage engine in August 2016.

(2) Through the 21st Century Launch Complex program
and Exploration Ground Systems programs, NASA has made
significant progress in transforming exploration ground systems
infrastructure to meet NASA’s mission requirements for the
Space Launch System and Orion and to modernize NASA’s
launch complexes to the benefit of the civil, defense, and
commercial space sectors.

(b) SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM.—
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(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that
use of the Space Launch System and Orion, with contributions
from partnerships with the private sector, academia, and the
international community, is the most practical approach to
reaching the Moon, Mars, and beyond.

(2) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms the policy and
minimum capability requirements for the Space Launch System
under section 302 of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322).
(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SPACE LAUNCH SYSTEM, ORION,

AND EXPLORATION GROUND SYSTEMS.—It is the sense of Congress
that—

(1) as the United States works to send humans on a series
of missions to Mars in the 2030s, the United States national
space program should continue to make progress on its commit-
ment by fully developing the Space Launch System, Orion,
and related Exploration Ground Systems;

(2) using the Space Launch System and Orion for a wide
range of contemplated missions will facilitate the national
defense, science, and exploration objectives of the United States;

(3) the United States should have continuity of purpose
for the Space Launch System and Orion in deep space explo-
ration missions, using them beginning with the uncrewed mis-
sion, EM-1, planned for 2018, followed by the crewed mission,
EM-2, in cis-lunar space planned for 2021, and for subsequent
missions beginning with EM-3 extending into cis-lunar space
and eventually to Mars;

(4) the President’s annual budget requests for the Space
Launch System and Orion development, test, and operational
phases should strive to accurately reflect the resource require-
ments of each of those phases;

(5) the fully integrated Space Launch System, including
an upper stage needed to go beyond low-Earth orbit, will safely
enable human space exploration of the Moon, Mars, and beyond;
and

(6) the Administrator should budget for and undertake
a robust ground test and uncrewed and crewed flight test
and demonstration program for the Space Launch System and
Orion in order to promote safety and reduce programmatic
risk.

(d) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall continue the develop-
ment of the fully integrated Space Launch System, including an
upper stage needed to go beyond low-Earth orbit, in order to safely
enable human space exploration of the Moon, Mars, and beyond
over the course of the next century as required in section 302(c)
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authoriza-
tion Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322(c)).

(e) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a report addressing
the ability of Orion to meet the needs and the minimum capa-
bility requirements described in section 303(b)(3) of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization
Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18323(b)(3)).

(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall detail—
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(A) those components and systems of Orion that ensure
it is in compliance with section 303(b)(3) of that Act (42
U.S.C. 18323(b)(3));

(B) the expected date that Orion, integrated with a
vehicle other than the Space Launch System, could be
available to transport crew and cargo to the ISS;

(C) any impacts to the deep space exploration missions
under subsection (f) of this section due to enabling Orion
to meet the minimum capability requirements described
in section 303(b)(3) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 18323(b)(3))
and conducting the mission described in subparagraph (B)
of this paragraph; and

(D) the overall cost and schedule impacts associated
with enabling Orion to meet the minimum capability
requirements described in section 303(b)(3) of that Act
(42 U.S.C. 18323(b)(3)) and conducting the mission
described in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph.

(f) EXPLORATION MISSIONS.—The Administrator shall continue
development of—

(1) an uncrewed exploration mission to demonstrate the
capability of both the Space Launch System and Orion as
an integrated system by 2018;

(2) subject to applicable human rating processes and
requirements, a crewed exploration mission to demonstrate the
Space Launch System, including the Core Stage and Explo-
ration Upper Stages, by 2021,

(3) subsequent missions beginning with EM-3 at oper-
ational flight rate sufficient to maintain safety and operational
readiness using the Space Launch System and Orion to extend
into cis-lunar space and eventually to Mars; and

(4) a deep space habitat as a key element in a deep space
exploration architecture along with the Space Launch System
and Orion.

(g) OTHER USES.—The Administrator shall assess the utility
of the Space Launch System for use by the science community
and for other Federal Government launch needs, including consider-
ation of overall cost and schedule savings from reduced transit
times and increased science returns enabled by the unique capabili-
ties of the Space Launch System.

(h) UTILIZATION REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense and the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall prepare a report that addresses the effort and
budget required to enable and utilize a cargo variant of the
130-ton Space Launch System configuration described in section
302(c) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18322(c)).

(2) CONTENTS.—In preparing the report, the Administrator
shall—

(A) consider the technical requirements of the scientific
and national security communities related to a cargo vari-
ant of the Space Launch System; and

(B) directly assess the utility and estimated cost
savings obtained by using a cargo variant of the Space
Launch System for national security and space science
missions.
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(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator
shall submit the report to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress.

Subtitle C—Journey to Mars

431. FINDINGS ON HUMAN SPACE EXPLORATION.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In accordance with section 204 of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(124 Stat. 2813), the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine, through its Committee on Human
Spaceflight, conducted a review of the goals, core capabilities,
and direction of human space flight, and published the findings
and recommendations in a 2014 report entitled, “Pathways
to Exploration: Rationales and Approaches for a U.S. Program
of Human Space Exploration”.

(2) The Committee on Human Spaceflight included leaders
from the aerospace, scientific, security, and policy communities.

(3) With input from the public, the Committee on Human
Spaceflight concluded that many practical and aspirational
rationales for human space flight together constitute a compel-
ling case for continued national investment and pursuit of
human space exploration toward the horizon goal of Mars.

(4) According to the Committee on Human Spaceflight,
the rationales include economic benefits, national security,
national prestige, inspiring students and other citizens, sci-
entific discovery, human survival, and a sense of shared destiny.

(5) The Committee on Human Spaceflight affirmed that
Mars is the appropriate long-term goal for the human space
flight program.

(6) The Committee on Human Spaceflight recommended
that NASA define a series of sustainable steps and conduct
mission planning and technology development as needed to
achieve the long-term goal of placing humans on the surface
of Mars.

(7) Expanding human presence beyond low-Earth orbit and
advancing toward human missions to Mars requires early plan-
ning and timely decisions to be made in the near-term on
the necessary courses of action for commitments to achieve
short-term and long-term goals and objectives.

(8) In addition to the 2014 report described in paragraph
(1), there are several independently developed reports or con-
cepts that describe potential Mars architectures or concepts
and identify Mars as the long-term goal for human space explo-
ration, including NASA’s “The Global Exploration Roadmap”
of 2013, “NASA’s Journey to Mars—Pioneering Next Steps in
Space Exploration” of 2015, NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s
“Minimal Architecture for Human Journeys to Mars” of 2015,
and Explore Mars’ “The Humans to Mars Report 2016”.

432. HUMAN EXPLORATION ROADMAP.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) expanding human presence beyond low-Earth orbit and
advancing toward human missions to Mars in the 2030s
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requires early strategic planning and timely decisions to be
made in the near-term on the necessary courses of action for
commitments to achieve short-term and long-term goals and
objectives;

(2) for strong and sustained United States leadership, a
need exists to advance a human exploration roadmap,
addressing exploration objectives in collaboration with inter-
national, academic, and industry partners;

(3) an approach that incrementally advances toward a long-
term goal is one in which nearer-term developments and
implementation would influence future development and
implementation; and

(4) a human exploration roadmap should begin with low-
Earth orbit, then address in greater detail progress beyond
low-Earth orbit to cis-lunar space, and then address future
missions aimed at human arrival and activities near and then
on the surface of Mars.

(b) HUMAN EXPLORATION ROADMAP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall develop a human
exploration roadmap, including a critical decision plan, to
expand human presence beyond low-Earth orbit to the surface
of Mars and beyond, considering potential interim destinations
such as cis-lunar space and the moons of Mars.

(2) ScoPE.—The human exploration roadmap shall
include—

(A) an integrated set of exploration, science, and other
goals and objectives of a United States human space explo-
ration program to achieve the long-term goal of human
missions near or on the surface of Mars in the 2030s;

(B) opportunities for international, academic, and
industry partnerships for exploration-related systems, serv-
ices, research, and technology if those opportunities provide
cost-savings, accelerate program schedules, or otherwise
benefit the goals and objectives developed under subpara-
graph (A);

(C) sets and sequences of precursor missions in cis-
lunar space and other missions or activities necessary—

(1) to demonstrate the proficiency of the capabilities
ang technologies identified under subparagraph (D);
an

(ii) to meet the goals and objectives developed
under subparagraph (A), including anticipated
timelines and missions for the Space Launch System
and Orion;

(D) an identification of the specific capabilities and
technologies, including the Space Launch System, Orion,
a deep space habitat, and other capabilities, that facilitate
‘(cl}ie goals and objectives developed under subparagraph

);

(E) a description of how cis-lunar elements, objectives,
and activities advance the human exploration of Mars;

(F) an assessment of potential human health and other
risks, including radiation exposure;

(G) mitigation plans, whenever possible, to address
the risks identified in subparagraph (F);

(H) a description of those technologies already under
development across the Federal Government or by other
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entities that facilitate the goals and objectives developed
under subparagraph (A);

(I) a specific process for the evolution of the capabilities
of the fully integrated Orion with the Space Launch System
and a description of how these systems facilitate the goals
and objectives developed under subparagraph (A) and dem-
onstrate the capabilities and technologies described in
subparagraph (D);

(J) a description of the capabilities and technologies
that need to be demonstrated or research data that could
be gained through the utilization of the ISS and the status
of the development of such capabilities and technologies;

(K) a framework for international cooperation in the
development of all capabilities and technologies identified
under this section, including an assessment of the risks
posed by relying on international partners for capabilities
and technologies on the critical path of development;

(L) a process for partnering with nongovernmental enti-
ties using Space Act Agreements or other acquisition
instruments for future human space exploration; and

(M) include information on the phasing of planned
intermediate destinations, Mars mission risk areas and
potential risk mitigation approaches, technology require-
ments and phasing of required technology development
activities, the management strategy to be followed, related
ISS activities, planned international collaborative activi-
ties, potential commercial contributions, and other activi-
ties relevant to the achievement of the goal established
in this section.

(3) CONSIDERATIONS.—In developing the human exploration

roadmap, the Administrator shall consider—

(A) using key exploration capabilities, namely the
Space Launch System and Orion;

(B) using existing commercially available technologies
and capabilities or those technologies and capabilities being
developed by industry for commercial purposes;

(C) establishing an organizational approach to ensure
collaboration and coordination among NASA’s Mission
Directorates wunder section 821, when appropriate,
including to collect and return to Earth a sample from
the Martian surface;

(D) building upon the initial uncrewed mission, EM—
1, and first crewed mission, EM—2, of the Space Launch
System and Orion to establish a sustainable cadence of
missions extending human exploration missions into cis-
lunar space, including anticipated timelines and mile-
stones;

(E) developing the robotic and precursor missions and
activities that will demonstrate, test, and develop key tech-
nologies and capabilities essential for achieving human
missions to Mars, including long-duration human oper-
ations beyond low-Earth orbit, space suits, solar electric
propulsion, deep space habitats, environmental control life
support systems, Mars lander and ascent vehicle, entry,
descent, landing, ascent, Mars surface systems, and in-
situ resource utilization;



PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017 131 STAT. 41

(F) demonstrating and testing 1 or more habitat mod-
ules in cis-lunar space to prepare for Mars missions;

(G) using public-private, firm fixed-price partnerships,
where practicable;

(H) collaborating with international, academic, and
industry partners, when appropriate;

(I) any risks to human health and sensitive onboard
technologies, including radiation exposure;

(J) any risks identified through research outcomes
under the NASA Human Research Program’s Behavioral
Health Element; and

(K) the recommendations and ideas of several
independently developed reports or concepts that describe
potential Mars architectures or concepts and identify Mars
as the long-term goal for human space exploration,
including the reports described under section 431.

(4) CRITICAL DECISION PLAN ON HUMAN SPACE EXPLO-
RATION.—As part of the human exploration roadmap, the
Administrator shall include a critical decision plan—

(A) identifying and defining key decisions guiding Deadline.
human space exploration priorities and plans that need
to be made before June 30, 2020, including decisions that
may guide human space exploration capability develop-
ment, precursor missions, long-term missions, and activi-
ties;

(B) defining decisions needed to maximize efficiencies
and resources for reaching the near, intermediate, and
long-term goals and objectives of human space exploration;
and

(C) identifying and defining timelines and milestones
for a sustainable cadence of missions beginning with EM-
3 for the Space Launch System and Orion to extend human
exploration from cis-lunar space to the surface of Mars.
(5) REPORTS.—

(A) INITIAL HUMAN EXPLORATION ROADMAP.—The
Administrator shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress—

(i) an initial human exploration roadmap, Plan.
including a critical decision plan, before December 1,
2017; and

(ii) an wupdated human exploration roadmap
periodically as the Administrator considers necessary
but not less than biennially.

(B) CONTENTS.—Each human exploration roadmap Time periods.
under this paragraph shall include a description of—

(i) the achievements and goals accomplished in
the process of developing such capabilities and tech-
nologies during the 2-year period prior to the submis-
sion of the human exploration roadmap; and

(i1) the expected goals and achievements in the
following 2- year period.

(C) SUBMISSION WITH BUDGET.—Each human explo-
ration roadmap under this section shall be included in
the budget for that fiscal year transmitted to Congress
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code.
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SEC. 433. ADVANCED SPACE SUIT CAPABILITY.

Not later than 90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a detailed plan for achieving an advanced space suit
capability that aligns with the crew needs for exploration enabled
by the Space Launch System and Orion, including an evaluation

of the merit of delivering the planned suit system for use on
the ISS.

SEC. 434. ASTEROID ROBOTIC REDIRECT MISSION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) NASA initially estimated that the Asteroid Robotic
Redirect Mission would launch in December 2020 and cost
no more than $1,250,000,000, excluding launch and operations.

(2) On July 15, 2016, NASA conducted its Key Decision
Point-B review of the Asteroid Robotic Redirect Mission or
approval for Phase B in mission formulation.

(3) During the Key Decision Point-B review, NASA esti-
mated that costs have grown to $1,400,000,000 excluding
launch and operations for a launch in December 2021 and
the agency must evaluate whether to accept the increase or
reduce the Asteroid Robotic Redirect Mission’s scope to stay
within the cost cap set by the Administrator.

(4) In April 2015, the NASA Advisory Council—

(A) issued a finding that—

(1) high-performance solar electric propulsion will
likely be an important part of an architecture to send
humans to Mars; and

(i1) maneuvering a large test mass is not necessary
to provide a valid in-space test of a new solar electric
propulsion stage;

(B) determined that a solar electric propulsion mission
will contribute more directly to the goal of sending humans
to Mars if the mission is focused entirely on development
and validation of the solar electric propulsion stage; and

(C) determined that other possible motivations for
acquiring and maneuvering a boulder, such as asteroid
science and planetary defense, do not have value commen-
surate with their probable cost.

(5) The Asteroid Robotic Redirect Mission is competing
for resources with other critical exploration development pro-
grams, including the Space Launch System, Orion, commercial
crew, and a habitation module.

(6) In 2014, the NASA Advisory Council recommended that
NASA conduct an independent cost and technical assessment
of the Asteroid Robotic Redirect Mission.

(7) In 2015, the NASA Advisory Council recommended that
NASA preserve the following key objectives if the program
needed to be descoped:

(A) Development of high power solar electric propul-
sion.

(B) Ability to maneuver in a low gravity environment
in deep space.

(8) In January 2015 and July 2015, the NASA Advisory
Council expressed its concern to NASA about the potential
for growing costs for the program and highlighted that choices
would need to be made about the program’s content.
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(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the technological and scientific goals of the Asteroid
Robotic Redirect Mission have not been demonstrated to Con-
gress to be commensurate with the cost; and

(2) alternative missions may provide a more cost effective
and scientifically beneficial means to demonstrate the tech-
nologies needed for a human mission to Mars that would other-
wise be demonstrated by the Asteroid Robotic Redirect Mission.
(¢) EvALUATION AND REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of—

(A) alternative approaches to the Asteroid Robotic
Redirect Mission for demonstrating the technologies and
capabilities needed for a human mission to Mars that would
otherwise be demonstrated by the Asteroid Robotic Redirect
Mission;

(B) the scientific and technical benefits of the alter-
native approaches under subparagraph (A) to future human
space exploration compared to scientific and technical bene-
fits of the Asteroid Redirect Robotic Mission;

(C) the commercial benefits of the alternative
approaches identified in subparagraph (A), including the
impact on the development of domestic solar electric propul-
sion technology to bolster United States competitiveness
in the global marketplace; and

(D) a comparison of the estimated costs of the alter-
native approaches identified in subparagraph (A); and
(2) submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a

report on the evaluation under paragraph (1), including any
recommendations.

SEC. 435. MARS 2033 REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall contract with an
independent, non-governmental systems engineering and technical
assistance organization to study a Mars human space flight mission
to be launched in 2033.

(b) CONTENTS.—The study shall include—

(1) a technical development, test, fielding, and operations
plan using the Space Launch System, Orion, and other systems
to successfully launch such a Mars human space flight mission
by 2033;

(2) an annual budget profile, including cost estimates, for
the technical development, test, fielding, and operations plan
to dcarry out a Mars human space flight mission by 2033;
an

(3) a comparison of the annual budget profile to the 5-
year budget profile contained in the President’s budget request
for fiscal year 2017 under section 1105 of title 31, United
States Code.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the study, including findings
and recommendations regarding the Mars 2033 human space flight
mission described in subsection (a).

(d) AsseEsSMENT.—Not later than 60 days after the date the
report is submitted under subsection (c), the Administrator shall
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submit to the appropriate committees of Congress an assessment
by the NASA Advisory Council of whether the proposal for a Mars
human space flight mission to be launched in 2033 is in the strategic
interests of the United States in space exploration.

Subtitle D—TREAT Astronauts Act

SEC. 441. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the “To Research, Evaluate,

Assess, and Treat Astronauts Act” or the “TREAT Astronauts Act”.
SEC. 442. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Human space exploration can pose significant chal-
lenges and is full of substantial risk, which has ultimately
claimed the lives of 24 NASA astronauts serving in the line
of duty.

(2) As United States government astronauts participate
in long-duration and exploration space flight missions they
may experience increased health risks, such as vision impair-
ment, bone demineralization, and behavioral health and
performance risks, and may be exposed to galactic cosmic radi-
ation. Exposure to high levels of radiation and microgravity
can result in acute and long-term health consequences that
can increase the risk of cancer and tissue degeneration and
have potential effects on the musculoskeletal system, central
nervous system, cardiovascular system, immune function, and
vision.

(3) To advance the goal of long-duration and exploration
space flight missions, United States government astronaut Scott
Kelly participated in a 1-year twins study in space while his
identical twin brother, former United States government astro-
naut Mark Kelly, acted as a human control specimen on Earth,
providing an understanding of the physical, behavioral, micro-
biological, and molecular reaction of the human body to an
extended period of time in space.

(4) Since the Administration currently provides medical
monitoring, diagnosis, and treatment for United States govern-
ment astronauts during their active employment, given the
unknown long-term health consequences of long-duration space
exploration, the Administration has requested statutory
authority from Congress to provide medical monitoring, diag-
nosis, and treatment to former United States government astro-
nauts for psychological and medical conditions associated with
human space flight.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United States should continue to seek the unknown
and lead the world in space exploration and scientific discovery
as the Administration prepares for long-duration and explo-
ration space flight in deep space and an eventual mission
to Mars;

(2) data relating to the health of astronauts will become
increasingly valuable to improving our understanding of many
diseases humans face on Earth;

(3) the Administration should provide the type of moni-
toring, diagnosis, and treatment described in subsection (a)
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only for conditions the Administration considers unique to the
training or exposure to the space flight environment of United
States government astronauts and should not require any
former United States Government astronauts to participate
in the Administration’s monitoring;

(4) such monitoring, diagnosis, and treatment should not
replace a former United States government astronaut’s private
health insurance;

(5) expanded data acquired from such monitoring, diag-
nosis, and treatment should be used to tailor treatment, inform
the requirements for new space flight medical hardware, and
develop controls in order to prevent disease occurrence in the
astronaut corps; and

. (6) the 340-day space mission of Scott Kelly aboard the
ISS—

(A) was pivotal for the goal of the United States for
humans to explore deep space and Mars as the mission
generated new insight into how the human body adjusts
to weightlessness, isolation, radiation, and the stress of
long-duration space flight; and

(B) will help support the physical and mental well-
being of astronauts during longer space exploration mis-
sions in the future.

SEC. 443. MEDICAL MONITORING AND RESEARCH RELATING TO
HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter 201 of title 51,
United States Code, as amended by section 305 of this Act, is
further amended by adding at the end the following:

“§20149. Medical monitoring and research relating to human
space flight

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Administrator may provide for—

“(1) the medical monitoring and diagnosis of a former
United States government astronaut or a former payload spe-
cialist for conditions that the Administrator considers poten-
tially associated with human space flight; and

“(2) the treatment of a former United States government
astronaut or a former payload specialist for conditions that
the Administrator considers associated with human space flight,
including scientific and medical tests for psychological and med-
ical conditions.

“(b) REQUIREMENTS.—

“(1) NO cOST SHARING.—The medical monitoring, diagnosis,
or treatment described in subsection (a) shall be provided with-
out any deductible, copayment, or other cost sharing obligation.

“(2) ACCESS TO LOCAL SERVICES.—The medical monitoring,
diagnosis, and treatment described in subsection (a) may be
provided by a local health care provider if it is unadvisable
due to the health of the applicable former United States govern-
ment astronaut or former payload specialist for that former
United States government astronaut or former payload spe-
cialist to travel to the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, as
determined by the Administrator.

“(3) SECONDARY PAYMENT.—Payment or reimbursement for
the medical monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment described in
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subsection (a) shall be secondary to any obligation of the United

States Government or any third party under any other provision

of law or contractual agreement to pay for or provide such

medical monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment. Any costs for items
and services that may be provided by the Administrator for
medical monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment under subsection

(a) that are not paid for or provided under such other provision

of law or contractual agreement, due to the application of

deductibles, copayments, coinsurance, other cost sharing, or
otherwise, are reimbursable by the Administrator on behalf
of the former United States government astronaut or former
payload specialist involved to the extent such items or services
are authorized to be provided by the Administrator for such
medical monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment under subsection

(a).

“(4) CONDITIONAL PAYMENT.—The Administrator may pro-
vide for conditional payments for or provide medical monitoring,
diagnosis, or treatment described in subsection (a) that is obli-
gated to be paid for or provided by the United States or any
third party under any other provision of law or contractual
agreement to pay for or provide such medical monitoring, diag-
nosis, or treatment if—

“(A) payment for (or the provision of) such medical
monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment services has not been
made (or provided) or cannot reasonably be expected to
be made (or provided) promptly by the United States or
such third party, respectively; and

“B) such payment (or such provision of services) by
the Administrator is conditioned on reimbursement by the
United States or such third party, respectively, for such
medical monitoring, diagnosis, or treatment.

“(c) ExcLUSIONS.—The Administrator may not—

“(1) provide for medical monitoring or diagnosis of a former
United States government astronaut or former payload spe-
cialist under subsection (a) for any psychological or medical
condition that is not potentially associated with human space
flight;

“(2) provide for treatment of a former United States govern-
ment astronaut or former payload specialist under subsection
(a) for any psychological or medical condition that is not associ-
ated with human space flight; or

“(3) require a former United States government astronaut
or former payload specialist to participate in the medical moni-
toring, diagnosis, or treatment authorized under subsection
(a).

“(d) Privacy.—Consistent with applicable provisions of Federal
law relating to privacy, the Administrator shall protect the privacy
of all medical records generated under subsection (a) and accessible
to the Administration.

“(e) REGULATIONS.—The Administrator shall promulgate such
regulations as are necessary to carry out this section.

“(f) DEFINITION OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—
In this section, the term ‘United States government astronaut’
has the meaning given the term ‘government astronaut’ in section
50902, except it does not include an individual who is an inter-
national partner astronaut.



PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017

“(g) DATA USE AND DISCLOSURE.—The Administrator may use
or disclose data acquired in the course of medical monitoring, diag-
nosis, or treatment of a former United States government astronaut
or a former payload specialist under subsection (a), in accordance
with subsection (d). Former United States government astronaut
or former payload specialist participation in medical monitoring,
diagnosis, or treatment under subsection (a) shall constitute consent
for the Administrator to use or disclose such data.”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for chapter
201 of title 51, United States Code, as amended by section 305
of this Act, is further amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 20148 the following:

“20149. Medical monitoring and research relating to human space flight.”.

(c) ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each fiscal year, not later than the date
of submission of the President’s annual budget request for
that fiscal year under section 1105 of title 31, United States
Code, the Administrator shall publish a report, in accordance
with applicable Federal privacy laws, on the activities of the
éd(rininistration under section 20149 of title 51, United States

ode.

(2) CoONTENTS.—Each report under paragraph (1) shall
include a detailed cost accounting of the Administration’s activi-
ties under section 20149 of title 51, United States Code, and
a 5-year budget estimate.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress each report
under paragraph (1) not later than the date of submission
of the President’s annual budget request for that fiscal year
under section 1105 of title 31, United States Code.

(d) CosT ESTIMATE.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall enter into
an arrangement with an independent external organization
to undertake an independent cost estimate of the cost to the
Administration and the Federal Government to implement and
administer the activities of the Administration under section
20149 of title 51, United States Code. The independent external
organization may not be a NASA entity, such as the Office
of Safety and Mission Assurance.

(2) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress the inde-
pendent cost estimate under paragraph (1).

(e) PRIvACY STUDY.—

(1) StunY.—The Administrator shall carry out a study
on any potential privacy or legal issues related to the possible
sharing beyond the Federal Government of data acquired under
the activities of the Administration under section 20149 of
title 51, United States Code.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report containing the
results of the study carried out under paragraph (1).

(f) INSPECTOR GENERAL AUDIT.—The Inspector General of
NASA shall periodically audit or review, as the Inspector General
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considers necessary to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse, the activi-
ties of the Administration under section 20149 of title 51, United
States Code.

TITLE V—ADVANCING SPACE SCIENCE

51 USC 20301 SEC. 501. MAINTAINING A BALANCED SPACE SCIENCE PORTFOLIO.

note.
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SCIENCE PORTFOLIO.—Congress
reaffirms the sense of Congress that—

(1) a balanced and adequately funded set of activities,
consisting of research and analysis grant programs, technology
development, suborbital research activities, and small, medium,
and large space missions, contributes to a robust and productive
science program and serves as a catalyst for innovation and
discovery; and

(2) the Administrator should set science priorities by fol-
lowing the guidance provided by the scientific community
through the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine’s decadal surveys.

(b) PorLicy.—It is the policy of the United States to ensure,
to the extent practicable, a steady cadence of large, medium, and
small science missions.

51 USC 20301 SEC. 502. PLANETARY SCIENCE.

note. (a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Administration support for planetary science is critical
to enabling greater understanding of the solar system and
the origin of the Earth;

(2) the United States leads the world in planetary science
and can augment its success in that area with appropriate
international, academic, and industry partnerships;

(3) a mix of small, medium, and large planetary science
missions is required to sustain a steady cadence of planetary
exploration; and

(4) robotic planetary exploration is a key component of
preparing for future human exploration.

(b) MI1SSION PRIORITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accordance with the priorities estab-
lished in the most recent Planetary Science Decadal Survey,
the Administrator shall ensure, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, the completion of a balanced set of Discovery, New
Frontiers, and Flagship missions at the cadence recommended
by the most recent Planetary Science Decadal Survey.

(2) MISSION PRIORITY ADJUSTMENTS.—Consistent with the
set of missions described in paragraph (1), and while
maintaining the continuity of scientific data and steady develop-
ment of capabilities and technologies, the Administrator may
seek, if necessary, adjustments to mission priorities, schedule,
and scope in light of changing budget projections.

SEC. 503. JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE.

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) the James Webb Space Telescope will—

(A) significantly advance our understanding of star
and planet formation, and improve our knowledge of the
early universe; and

(B) support United States leadership in astrophysics;
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(2) consistent with annual Government Accountability
Office reviews of the James Webb Space Telescope program,
the Administrator should continue robust surveillance of the
performance of the James Webb Space Telescope project and
continue to improve the reliability of cost estimates and con-
tractor performance data and other major space flight projects
in order to enhance NASA’s ability to successfully deliver the
James Webb Space Telescope on-time and within budget;

(3) the on-time and on-budget delivery of the James Webb
Space Telescope is a high congressional priority; and

(4) the Administrator should ensure that integrated testing
is appropriately timed and sufficiently comprehensive to enable
potential issues to be identified and addressed early enough
to be handled within the James Webb Space Telescope’s
development schedule and prior to its launch.

SEC. 504. WIDE-FIELD INFRARED SURVEY TELESCOPE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) the Wide-Field Infrared Survey Telescope (referred to
in this section as “WFIRST”) mission has the potential to
enable scientific discoveries that will transform our under-
standing of the universe; and
(2) the Administrator, to the extent practicable, should
make progress on the technologies and capabilities needed to
position the Administration to meet the objectives, as outlined
in the 2010 National Academies’ Astronomy and Astrophysics
Decadal Survey, in a way that maximizes the scientific produc-
tivity of meeting those objectives for the resources invested.
(b) CONTINUITY OF DEVELOPMENT.—The Administrator shall
ensure that the concept definition and pre-formulation activities
of the WFIRST mission continue while the James Webb Space
Telescope is being completed.

SEC. 505. MARS 2020 ROVER.

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) the Mars 2020 mission, to develop a Mars rover and
to enable the return of samples to Earth, should remain a
priority for NASA; and
(2) the Mars 2020 mission—
(A) should significantly increase our understanding of
Mars;
(B) should help determine whether life previously
existed on that planet; and
(C) should provide opportunities to gather knowledge
and demonstrate technologies that address the challenges
of future human expeditions to Mars.

SEC. 506. EUROPA.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Studies of Europa, Jupiter’s moon, indicate that Europa
may provide a habitable environment, as it contains key
ingredients known to support life.

(2) In 2012, using the Hubble Space Telescope, NASA sci-
entists observed water vapor around the south polar region
of Europa, which provides potential evidence of water plumes
in that region.

(3) For decades, the Europa mission has consistently
ranked as a high priority mission for the scientific community.
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(4) The Europa mission was ranked as the top priority
mission in the previous Planetary Science Decadal Survey and
ranked as the second-highest priority in the current Planetary
Science Decadal Survey.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Europa mission could provide another avenue in
which to capitalize on our Nation’s current investment in the
Space Launch System that would significantly reduce the
transit time for such a deep space mission; and

(2) a scientific, robotic exploration mission to Europa, as
prioritized in both Planetary Science Decadal Surveys, should
be supported.

SEC. 507. CONGRESSIONAL DECLARATION OF POLICY AND PURPOSE.

Section 20102(d) of title 51, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:
“(10) The search for life’s origin, evolution, distribution,
and future in the universe.”.

SEC. 508. EXTRASOLAR PLANET EXPLORATION STRATEGY.

(a) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall enter into an
arrangement with the National Academies to develop a science
strategy for the study and exploration of extrasolar planets,
including the use of the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite,
the James Webb Space Telescope, a potential Wide-Field
Infrared Survey Telescope mission, or any other telescope,
spacecraft, or instrument, as appropriate.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The strategy shall—

(A) outline key scientific questions;

(B) identify the most promising research in the field;

(C) indicate the extent to which the mission priorities
in existing decadal surveys address the key extrasolar
planet research and exploration goals;

(D) identify opportunities for coordination with inter-
national partners, commercial partners, and not-for-profit
partners; and

(E) make recommendations regarding the activities
under subparagraphs (A) through (D), as appropriate.

(b) USE OF STRATEGY.—The Administrator shall use the
strategy—

(1) to inform roadmaps, strategic plans, and other activities
of the Administration as they relate to extrasolar planet
research and exploration; and

(2) to provide a foundation for future activities and initia-
tives related to extrasolar planet research and exploration.
(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 18 months after

the date of enactment of this Act, the National Academies shall
submit to the Administrator and to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report containing the strategy developed under sub-
section (a).

SEC. 509. ASTROBIOLOGY STRATEGY.

(a) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall enter into an
arrangement with the National Academies to develop a science
strategy for astrobiology that would outline key scientific ques-
tions, identify the most promising research in the field, and
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indicate the extent to which the mission priorities in existing

decadal surveys address the search for life’s origin, evolution,

distribution, and future in the Universe.
(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The strategy shall include rec-
ommendations for coordination with international partners.

(b) Use OF STRATEGY.—The Administrator shall use the
strategy developed under subsection (a) in planning and funding
research and other activities and initiatives in the field of
astrobiology.

(¢c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the National Academies shall
submit to the Administrator and to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report containing the strategy developed under sub-
section (a).

SEC. 510. ASTROBIOLOGY PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report describing how the Administration can expand
collaborative partnerships to study life’s origin, evolution, distribu-
tion, and future in the universe.

SEC. 511. NEAR-EARTH OBJECTS.

Section 321 of the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2005 (51 U.S.C. note prec. 71101) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(e) PROGRAM REPORT.—The Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy and the Administrator shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives, not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition
Authorization Act of 2017, an initial report that provides—

“(1) recommendations for carrying out the Survey program
and an associated proposed budget;

“(2) an analysis of possible options that the Administration
could employ to divert an object on a likely collision course
with Earth; and

“(3) a description of the status of efforts to coordinate
and cooperate with other countries to discover hazardous
asteroids and comets, plan a mitigation strategy, and imple-
ment that strategy in the event of the discovery of an object
on a likely collision course with Earth.

“(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—After the initial report under subsection
(e), the Administrator shall annually transmit to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the House of
Representatives a report that includes—

“(1) a summary of all activities carried out under subsection
(d) since the date of enactment of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration Transition Authorization Act of 2017,
including the progress toward achieving 90 percent completion
of the survey described in subsection (d); and

“(2) a summary of expenditures for all activities carried
out under subsection (d) since the date of enactment of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration Transition
Authorization Act of 2017.

131 STAT. 51

Deadline.
Reports.

51 USC note
prec. 71101.

Recommenda-
tions.

Analysis.
Strategy.

Summaries.



131 STAT. 52

Deadline.

Deadline.
Reviews.

PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017

“(g) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator, in collaboration with
other relevant Federal agencies, shall carry out a technical and
scientific assessment of the capabilities and resources—

“(1) to accelerate the survey described in subsection (d);
and

“(2) to expand the Administration’s Near-Earth Object Pro-
gram to include the detection, tracking, cataloguing, and
characterization of potentially hazardous near-Earth objects
less than 140 meters in diameter.

“(h) TRANSMITTAL.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of enactment of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Transition Authorization Act of 2017, the Administrator shall
transmit the results of the assessment under subsection (g) to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives.”.

SEC. 512. NEAR-EARTH OBJECTS PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that
the Administration should seek to leverage the capabilities of the
private sector and philanthropic organizations to the maximum
extent practicable in carrying out the Near-Earth Object Survey
Program in order to meet the goal of that program under section
321(d)(1) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2005 (51 U.S.C. note prec. 71101(d)(1)).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report describing how the Administration
can expand collaborative partnerships to detect, track, catalogue,
and categorize near-Earth objects.

SEC. 513. ASSESSMENT OF SCIENCE MISSION EXTENSIONS.

Section 30504 of title 51, United States Code, is amended
to read as follows:

“§ 30504. Assessment of science mission extensions

“(a) ASSESSMENTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall carry out tri-
ennial reviews within each of the Science divisions to assess
the cost and benefits of extending the date of the termination
of data collection for those missions that exceed their planned
missions’ lifetime.

“(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting an assessment under
paragraph (1), the Administrator shall consider whether and
how extending missions impacts the start of future missions.
“(b) CONSULTATION AND CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL BENE-

FITS OF INSTRUMENTS ON MISSIONS.—When deciding whether to
extend a mission that has an operational component, the Adminis-
trator shall—

“(1) consult with any affected Federal agency; and

“(2) take into account the potential benefits of instruments
on missions that are beyond their planned mission lifetime.
“(c) REPORTS.—The Administrator shall submit to the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the House
of Representatives, at the same time as the submission to Congress
of the Administration’s annual budget request for each fiscal year,
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a report detailing any assessment under subsection (a) that was
carried out during the previous year.”.

SEC. 514. STRATOSPHERIC OBSERVATORY FOR INFRARED
ASTRONOMY.

The Administrator may not terminate science operations of
the Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy before
December 31, 2017.

SEC. 515. RADIOISOTOPE POWER SYSTEMS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) exploration of the outer reaches of the solar system
is enabled by radioisotope power systems;

(2) establishing continuity in the production of the material
needed for radioisotope power systems 1is essential to
maintaining the availability of such systems for future deep
space exploration missions; and

(3) Federal agencies supporting the Administration through
the production of such material should do so in a cost effective
manner so as not to impose excessive reimbursement require-
ments on the Administration.

(b) ANALYSIS OF REQUIREMENTS AND RiSKS.—The Director of
the Office of Science and Technology Policy and the Administrator,
in consultation with the heads of other Federal agencies, shall
conduct an analysis of—

(1) the requirements of the Administration for radioisotope
power system material that is needed to carry out planned,
high priority robotic missions in the solar system and other
surface exploration activities beyond low-Earth orbit; and

(2) the risks to missions of the Administration in meeting
those requirements, or any additional requirements, due to
a lack of adequate radioisotope power system material.

(c) CONTENTS OF ANALYSIS.—The analysis conducted under sub-
section (b) shall—

(1) detail the Administration’s current projected mission
requirements and associated timeframes for radioisotope power
system material;

(2) explain the assumptions used to determine the Adminis-
tration’s requirements for the material, including—

(A) the planned use of advanced thermal conversion
technology such as advanced thermocouples and Stirling
generators and converters; and

(B) the risks and implications of, and contingencies
for, any delays or unanticipated technical challenges
affecting or related to the Administration’s mission plans
for the anticipated use of advanced thermal conversion
technology;

(3) assess the risk to the Administration’s programs of
any potential delays in achieving the schedule and milestones
for planned domestic production of radioisotope power system
material,

(4) outline a process for meeting any additional Administra-
tion requirements for the material;

(5) estimate the incremental costs required to increase
the amount of material produced each year, if such an increase
is needed to support additional Administration requirements
for the material;
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(6) detail how the Administration and other Federal agen-
cies will manage, operate, and fund production facilities and
the design and development of all radioisotope power systems
used by the Administration and other Federal agencies as nec-
essary;

(7) specify the steps the Administration will take, in con-
sultation with the Department of Energy, to preserve the infra-
structure and workforce necessary for production of radioisotope
power systems and ensure that its reimbursements to the
Department of Energy associated with such preservation are
equitable and justified; and

(8) detail how the Administration has implemented or
rejected the recommendations from the National Research
Council’s 2009 report titled “Radioisotope Power Systems: An
Imperative for Maintaining U.S. Leadership in Space Explo-
ration.”

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit the
results of the analysis to the appropriate committees of Congress.

SEC. 516. ASSESSMENT OF MARS ARCHITECTURE.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator shall enter into an
arrangement with the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine to assess—

(1) the Administration’s Mars exploration architecture and
its responsiveness to the strategies, priorities, and guidelines
put forward by the National Academies’ planetary science
decadal surveys and other relevant National Academies Mars-
related reports;

(2) the long-term goals of the Administration’s Mars Explo-
ration Program and such program’s ability to optimize the
science return, given the current fiscal posture of the program;

(3) the Mars exploration architecture’s relationship to
Mars-related activities to be undertaken by foreign agencies
and organizations; and

(4) the extent to which the Mars exploration architecture
represents a reasonably balanced mission portfolio.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 18 months after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit
the results of the assessment to the appropriate committees of
Congress.

SEC. 517. COLLABORATION.

The Administration shall continue to develop first-of-a-kind
instruments that, once proved, can be transitioned to other agencies
for operations. Whenever responsibilities for the development of
sensors or for measurements are transferred to the Administration
from another agency, the Administration shall seek, to the extent
possible, to be reimbursed for the assumption of such responsibil-
ities.

TITLE VI—AERONAUTICS

SEC. 601. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON AERONAUTICS.

It is the sense of Congress that—
(1) a robust aeronautics research portfolio will help main-
tain the United States status as a leader in aviation, enhance
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the competitiveness of the United States in the world economy,
and improve the quality of life of all citizens;

(2) aeronautics research is essential to the Administration’s
mission, continues to be an important core element of the
Administration’s mission, and should be supported;

(3) the Administrator should coordinate and consult with
relevant Federal agencies and the private sector to minimize
duplication of efforts and leverage resources; and

(4) carrying aeronautics research to a level of maturity
that allows the Administration’s research results to be trans-
ferred to the users, whether private or public sector, is critical
to their eventual adoption.

SEC. 602. TRANSFORMATIVE AERONAUTICS RESEARCH.

It is the sense of Congress that the Administrator should look
strategically into the future and ensure that the Administration’s
Center personnel are at the leading edge of aeronautics research
by encouraging investigations into the early-stage advancement
of new processes, novel concepts, and innovative technologies that
have the potential to meet national aeronautics needs.

SEC. 603. HYPERSONIC RESEARCH.

(a) RoapMAP FOR HYPERSONIC RESEARCH.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator,
in consultation with the heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall develop and submit to the appropriate committees of Congress
a research and development roadmap for hypersonic aircraft
research.

(b) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the roadmap is to explore
hypersonic science and technology using air-breathing propulsion
concepts, through a mix of theoretical work, basic and applied
research, and development of flight research demonstration vehicles.

(c) CONTENTS.—The roadmap shall recommend appropriate
Federal agency contributions, coordination efforts, and technology
milestones.

SEC. 604. SUPERSONIC RESEARCH.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the ability to fly commercial aircraft over land at super-
sonic speeds without adverse impacts on the environment or
on local communities could open new global markets and enable
new transportation capabilities; and

(2) continuing the Administration’s research program is
necessary to assess the impact in a relevant environment of
commercial supersonic flight operations and provide the basis
for establishing appropriate sonic boom standards for such
flight operations.

(b) ROADMAP FOR SUPERSONIC RESEARCH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall develop and
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a roadmap
that allows for flexible funding profiles for supersonic aero-
nautics research and development.

(2) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the roadmap is to develop
and demonstrate, in a relevant environment, airframe and
propulsion technologies to minimize the environmental impact,
including noise, of supersonic overland flight in an efficient
and economical manner.
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(3) CONTENTS.—The roadmap shall include—

(A) the baseline research as embodied by the Adminis-
tration’s existing research on supersonic flight;

(B) a list of specific technological, environmental, and
other challenges that must be overcome to minimize the
environmental impact, including noise, of supersonic over-
land flight;

(C) a research plan to address the challenges under
subparagraph (B), including a project timeline for accom-
plishing relevant research goals;

(D) a plan for coordination with stakeholders, including
relevant government agencies and industry; and

(E) a plan for how the Administration will ensure
that sonic boom research is coordinated as appropriate
with relevant Federal agencies.

SEC. 605. ROTORCRAFT RESEARCH.

(a) RoADMAP FOR ROTORCRAFT RESEARCH.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator,
in consultation with the heads of other relevant Federal agencies,
shall prepare and submit to the appropriate committees of Congress
a roadmap for research relating to rotorcraft and other runway-
independent air vehicles.

(b) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the roadmap is to develop
and demonstrate improved safety, noise, and environmental impact
in a relevant environment.

(c) CONTENTS.—The roadmap shall include specific goals for
the research, a timeline for implementation, metrics for success,
and guidelines for collaboration and coordination with industry
and other Federal agencies.

TITLE VII—-SPACE TECHNOLOGY

SEC. 701. SPACE TECHNOLOGY INFUSION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SPACE TECHNOLOGY.—It is the
sense of Congress that space technology is critical—

(1) to developing technologies and capabilities that will
make the Administration’s core missions more affordable and
more reliable;

(2) to enabling a new class of Administration missions
beyond low-Earth orbit; and

(3) to improving technological capabilities and promote
innovation for the Administration and the Nation.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROPULSION TECHNOLOGY.—It is
the sense of Congress that advancing propulsion technology would
improve the efficiency of trips to Mars and could shorten travel
time to Mars, reduce astronaut health risks, and reduce radiation
exposure, consumables, and mass of materials required for the
journey.

(¢) Poricy.—It is the policy of the United States that the
Administrator shall develop technologies to support the Administra-
tion’s core missions, as described in section 2(3) of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010
(42 U.S.C. 18301(3)), and support sustained investments in early
stage innovation, fundamental research, and technologies to expand
the boundaries of the national aerospace enterprise.



PUBLIC LAW 115-10—MAR. 21, 2017

(d) PROPULSION TECHNOLOGIES.—A goal of propulsion tech-
nologies developed under subsection (c) shall be to significantly
reduce human travel time to Mars.

SEC. 702. SPACE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.

(a) SPACE TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Adminis-
trator shall conduct a space technology program (referred to in
this section as the “Program”) to research and develop advanced
space technologies that could deliver innovative solutions across
the Administration’s space exploration and science missions.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the Program, the Adminis-
trator shall consider—

(1) the recommendations of the National Academies’ review
of the Administration’s Space Technology roadmaps and prior-
ities; and

(2) the applicable enabling aspects of the stepping stone
approach to exploration under section 70504 of title 51, United
States Code.

(¢) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting the Program, the Adminis-
trator shall—

(1) to the extent practicable, use a competitive process
to select research and development projects;

(2) to the extent practicable and appropriate, use small
satellites and the Administration’s suborbital and ground-based
platforms to demonstrate space technology concepts and
developments; and

(3) as appropriate, partner with other Federal agencies,
universities, private industry, and foreign countries.

(d) SmMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS.—The Administrator shall orga-
nize and manage the Administration’s Small Business Innovation
Research Program and Small Business Technology Transfer Pro-
gram within the Program.

(e) NONDUPLICATION CERTIFICATION.—The Administrator shall
submit a budget for each fiscal year, as transmitted to Congress
under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code, that avoids
duplication of projects, programs, or missions conducted by Program
with other projects, programs, or missions conducted by another
office or directorate of the Administration.

(f) COLLABORATION, COORDINATION, AND ALIGNMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall—

(A) ensure that the Administration’s projects, pro-
grams, and activities in support of technology research
and development of advanced space technologies are fully
coordinated and aligned;

(B) ensure that the results the projects, programs,
and activities under subparagraph (A) are shared and lever-
aged within the Administration; and

(C) ensure that the organizational responsibility for
research and development activities in support of human
space exploration not initiated as of the date of enactment
of this Act is established on the basis of a sound rationale.
(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that

projects, programs, and missions being conducted by the Human

Exploration and Operations Mission Directorate in support of

research and development of advanced space technologies and

systems focusing on human space exploration should continue
in that Directorate.
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(g) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Administrator shall provide to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report—

(1) comparing the Administration’s space technology invest-
ments with the high-priority technology areas identified by
the National Academies in the National Research Council’s
re%ort on the Administration’s Space Technology Roadmaps;
an

(2) including—

(A) identification of how the Administration will
address any gaps between the agency’s investments and
the recommended technology areas, including a projection
of funding requirements; and

(B) identification of the rationale described in sub-
section (£)(1)(C).

(h) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Administrator shall include in the
Administration’s annual budget request for each fiscal year the
rationale for assigning organizational responsibility for, in the year
prior to the budget fiscal year, each initiated project, program,
and mission focused on research and development of advanced
technologies for human space exploration.

TITLE VIII—MAXIMIZING EFFICIENCY

Subtitle A—Agency Information
Technology and Cybersecurity

51 USC 20111 SEC. 811. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY GOVERNANCE.

note. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, in a manner that
reflects the unique nature of NASA’s mission and expertise—

(1) ensure the NASA Chief Information Officer, Mission
Directorates, and Centers have appropriate roles in the
management, governance, and oversight processes related to
information technology operations and investments and
information security programs for the protection of NASA sys-
tems;

(2) ensure the NASA Chief Information Officer has the
appropriate resources and insight to oversee NASA information
technology and information security operations and invest-
ments;

(3) provide an information technology program manage-
ment framework to increase the efficiency and effectiveness
of information technology investments, including relying on
metrics for identifying and reducing potential duplication,
waste, and cost;

(4) improve the operational linkage between the NASA
Chief Information Officer and each NASA mission directorate,
center, and mission support office to ensure both agency and
mission needs are considered in agency-wide information tech-
nology and information security management and oversight;

Review. (5) review the portfolio of information technology invest-
ments and spending, including information technology-related
investments included as part of activities within NASA mission
directorates that may not be considered information technology,
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to ensure investments are recognized and reported appro-
priately based on guidance from the Office of Management
and Budget;

(6) consider appropriate revisions to the charters of
information technology boards and councils that inform
information technology investment and operation decisions; and

(7) consider whether the NASA Chief Information Officer
should have a seat on any boards or councils described in
paragraph (6).

(b) GAO STUDY.—

(1) STunDY.—The Comptroller General of the United States
shall conduct a study of the effectiveness of the Administration’s
Information Technology Governance in ensuring information
technology resources are aligned with agency missions and
are cost effective and secure.

(2) CONTENTS.—The study shall include an assessment of—

(A) the resources available for overseeing Administra-
tion-wide information technology operations, investments,
and security measures and the NASA Chief Information
Officer’s visibility and involvement into information tech-
nology oversight and access to those resources;

(B) the effectiveness and challenges of the Administra-
tion’s information technology structure, decision making
processes and authorities, including impacts on its ability
to implement information security; and

(C) the impact of NASA Chief Information Officer
approval authority over information technology invest-
ments that exceed a defined monetary threshold, including
any potential impacts of such authority on the Administra-
tion’s missions, flights programs and projects, research
activities, and Center operations.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Comptroller General shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a report detailing the
results of the study under paragraph (1), including any rec-
ommendations.

SEC. 812. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STRATEGIC PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), the Administrator
shall develop an information technology strategic plan to guide
NASA information technology management and strategic objectives.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the strategic plan, the
Administrator shall ensure that the strategic plan addresses—

(1) the deadline under section 306(a) of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) the requirements under section 3506 of title 44, United
States Code.

(c) CONTENTS.—The strategic plan shall address, in a manner
that reflects the unique nature of NASA’s mission and expertise—

(1) near and long-term goals and objectives for leveraging
information technology;

(2) a plan for how NASA will submit to Congress of a
list of information technology projects, including completion
dates and risk level in accordance with guidance from the
Office of Management and Budget;
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(3) an implementation overview for an agency-wide
approach to information technology investments and operations,
including reducing barriers to cross-center collaboration;

(4) coordination by the NASA Chief Information Officer
with centers and mission directorates to ensure that informa-
tion technology policies are effectively and efficiently imple-
mented across the agency;

(5) a plan to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of
information technology investments, including a description of
how unnecessarily duplicative, wasteful, legacy, or outdated
information technology across NASA will be identified and
eliminated, and a schedule for the identification and elimination
of such information technology;

(6) a plan for improving the information security of agency
information and agency information systems, including
improving security control assessments and role-based security
training of employees; and

(7) submission by NASA to Congress of information
regarding high risk projects and cybersecurity risks.

(d) CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT.—The Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress the strategic
plan under subsection (a) and any updates thereto.

SEC. 813. CYBERSECURITY.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the security of NASA
information and information systems is vital to the success of
the mission of the agency.

(b) INFORMATION SECURITY PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall implement
the information security plan developed under paragraph (2)
and take such further actions as the Administrator considers
necessary to improve the information security system in accord-
ance with this section.

(2) INFORMATION SECURITY PLAN.—Subject to paragraphs
(3) and (4), the Administrator shall develop an agency-wide
information security plan to enhance information security for
NASA information and information infrastructure.

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the plan under para-
graph (2), the Administrator shall ensure that the plan—

(A) reflects the unique nature of NASA’s mission and
expertise;

(B) is informed by policies, standards, guidelines, and
directives on information security required for Federal
agencies;

(C) is consistent with the standards and guidelines
under section 11331 of title 40, United States Code; and

(D) meets applicable National Institute of Standards
and Technology information security standards and guide-
lines.

(4) CONTENTS.—The plan shall address—

(A) an overview of the requirements of the information
security system;

(B) an agency-wide risk management framework for
information security;
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(C) a description of the information security system
management controls and common controls that are nec-
essary to ensure compliance with information security-
related requirements;

(D) an identification and assignment of roles, respon-
sibilities, and management commitment for information
security at the agency;

(E) coordination among organizational entities,
including between each center, facility, mission directorate,
and mission support office, and among agency entities
responsible for different aspects of information security;

(F) the need to protect the information security of
mission-critical systems and activities and high-impact and
moderate-impact information systems; and

(G) a schedule of frequent reviews and updates, as
necessary, of the plan.

SEC. 814. SECURITY MANAGEMENT OF FOREIGN NATIONAL ACCESS.

The Administrator shall notify the appropriate committees of
Congress when the agency has implemented the information tech-
nology security recommendations from the National Academy of
Public Administration on foreign national access management,
based on reports from January 2014 and March 2016.

SEC. 815. CYBERSECURITY OF WEB APPLICATIONS.

Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall, in a manner that reflects the unique
nature of NASA’s mission and expertise—

(1) develop a plan, including such actions and milestones
as are necessary, to fully remediate security vulnerabilities
of NASA web applications within a timely fashion after dis-
covery; and

(2) provide an update on its plan to implement the rec-
ommendation from the NASA Inspector General in the audit
report dated July 10, 2014, (IG-14-023) to remove from the
Internet or otherwise secure all NASA web applications in
development or testing mode.

Subtitle B—Collaboration Among Mission
Directorates and Other Matters

SEC. 821. COLLABORATION AMONG MISSION DIRECTORATES.

The Administrator shall encourage an interdisciplinary
approach among all NASA mission directorates and divisions, when-
ever appropriate, for projects or missions—

(1) to improve coordination, and encourage collaboration
and early planning on scope;

(2) to determine areas of overlap or alignment;

(3) to find ways to leverage across divisional perspectives
to maximize outcomes; and

(4) to be more efficient with resources and funds.

SEC. 822. NASA LAUNCH CAPABILITIES COLLABORATION.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) The Launch Services Program is responsible for the
acquisition, management, and technical oversight of commercial
launch services for NASA’s science and robotic missions.

(2) The Commercial Crew Program is responsible for the
acquisition, management, and technical oversight of commercial
crew transportation systems.

(3) The Launch Services Program and Commercial Crew
Program have worked together to gain exceptional technical
insight into the contracted launch service providers that are
common to both programs.

(4) The Launch Services Program has a long history of
oversight of 12 different launch vehicles and over 80 launches.

(5) Co-location of the Launch Services Program and
Commercial Crew Program has enabled the Commercial Crew
Program to efficiently obtain the launch vehicle technical exper-
tise of and provide engineering and analytical support to the
Commercial Crew Program.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Launch Services Program and Commercial Crew
Program each benefit from communication and coordination
of launch manifests, technical information, and common launch
vehicle insight between the programs; and

(2) such communication and coordination is enabled by
the co-location of the programs.

(c) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall pursue a strategy
for acquisition of crewed transportation services and non-crewed
launch services that continues to enhance communication, collabora-
tion, and coordination between the Launch Services Program and
the Commercial Crew Program.

SEC. 823. DETECTION AND AVOIDANCE OF COUNTERFEIT PARTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) A 2012 investigation by the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate of counterfeit electronic parts in the Depart-
ment of Defense supply chain from 2009 through 2010 uncov-
ered 1,800 cases and over 1,000,000 counterfeit parts and
exposed the threat such counterfeit parts pose to service mem-
bers and national security.

(2) Since 2010, the Comptroller General of the United
States has identified in 3 separate reports the risks and chal-
lenges associated with counterfeit parts and counterfeit preven-
tion at both the Department of Defense and NASA, including
inconsistent definitions of counterfeit parts, poorly targeted
quality control practices, and potential barriers to improve-
ments to these practices.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that
the presence of counterfeit electronic parts in the NASA supply
chain poses a danger to United States government astronauts,
crew, and other personnel and a risk to the agency overall.

(c) REGULATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall revise the
NASA Supplement to the Federal Acquisition Regulation to
improve the detection and avoidance of counterfeit electronic
parts in the supply chain.

(2) CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES.—In revising the regula-
tions under paragraph (1), the Administrator shall—
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(A) require each covered contractor—

(i) to detect and avoid the use or inclusion of
any counterfeit parts in electronic parts or products
that contain electronic parts;

(i1) to take such corrective actions as the Adminis-
trator considers necessary to remedy the use or inclu-
sion described in clause (i); and

(iii) including a subcontractor, to notify the Notification.
applicable NASA contracting officer not later than 30 Deadline.
calendar days after the date the covered contractor
becomes aware, or has reason to suspect, that any
end item, component, part or material contained in
supplies purchased by NASA, or purchased by a cov-
ered contractor or subcontractor for delivery to, or on
behalf of, NASA, contains a counterfeit electronic part
or suspect counterfeit electronic part; and
(B) prohibit the cost of counterfeit electronic parts,

suspect counterfeit electronic parts, and any corrective
action described under subparagraph (A)(ii) from being
included as allowable costs under agency contracts,
unless—

(i)(I) the covered contractor has an operational
system to detect and avoid counterfeit electronic parts
and suspect counterfeit electronic parts that has been
reviewed and approved by NASA or the Department
of Defense; and

(IT) the covered contractor has provided the
notice under subparagraph (A)(iii); or

(i1) the counterfeit electronic parts or suspect
counterfeit electronic parts were provided to the cov-
ered contractor as Government property in accordance
with part 45 of the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

(3) SUPPLIERS OF ELECTRONIC PARTS.—In revising the regu-
lations under paragraph (1), the Administrator shall—

(A) require NASA and covered contractors, including
subcontractors, at all tiers—

(i) to obtain electronic parts that are in production
or currently available in stock from—

(I) the original manufacturers of the parts or
their authorized dealers; or

(IT) suppliers who obtain such parts exclu-
sively from the original manufacturers of the parts
or their authorized dealers; and

(ii) to obtain electronic parts that are not in
production or currently available in stock from sup-
pliers that meet qualification requirements established
under subparagraph (C);

(B) establish documented requirements consistent with
published industry standards or Government contract
requirements for—

(i) notification of the agency; and

(ii) inspection, testing, and authentication of elec-
tronic parts that NASA or a covered contractor,
including a subcontractor, obtains from any source
other than a source described in subparagraph (A);
(C) establish qualification requirements, consistent

with the requirements of section 2319 of title 10, United
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States Code, pursuant to which NASA may identify sup-
pliers that have appropriate policies and procedures in
place to detect and avoid counterfeit electronic parts and
suspect counterfeit electronic parts; and
(D) authorize a covered contractor, including a subcon-
tractor, to identify and use additional suppliers beyond
those identified under subparagraph (C) if—
(i) the standards and processes for identifying such
suppliers comply with established industry standards;
(i1) the covered contractor assumes responsibility
for the authenticity of parts provided by such suppliers
under paragraph (2); and
(iii) the selection of such suppliers is subject to
review and audit by NASA.
(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED CONTRACTOR.—The term “covered contractor”
means a contractor that supplies an electronic part, or a product
that contains an electronic part, to NASA.

(2) ELECTRONIC PART.—The term “electronic part” means
a discrete electronic component, including a microcircuit, tran-
sistor, capacitor, resistor, or diode, that is intended for use
in a safety or mission critical application.

SEC. 824. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) United States competitiveness in the 21st century
requires engaging the science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (referred to in this section as “STEM”) talent
in all States;

(2) the Administration is uniquely positioned to educate
and inspire students and the broader public on STEM subjects
and careers;

(3) the Administration’s Education and Communication
Offices, Mission Directorates, and Centers have been effective
in delivering educational content because of the strong engage-
ment of Administration scientists and engineers in the Adminis-
tration’s education and outreach activities;

(4) the Administration’s education and outreach programs,
including the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive
Research (EPSCoR) and the Space Grant College and Fellow-
ship Program, reflect the Administration’s successful commit-
ment to growing and diversifying the national science and
engineering workforce; and

(5) in order to grow and diversify the Nation’s engineering
workforce, it is vital for the Administration to bolster programs,
such as High Schools United with NASA to Create Hardware
(HUNCH) program, that conduct outreach activities to under-
served rural communities, vocational schools, and tribal colleges
and universities and encourage new participation in the STEM
workforce.

(b) CONTINUATION OF EDUCATION AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

AND PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall continue engage-
ment with the public and education opportunities for students
via all the Administration’s mission directorates to the max-
imum extent practicable.
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(2) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report on the Administra-
tion’s near-term outreach plans for advancing space law edu-
cation.

SEC. 825. LEVERAGING COMMERCIAL SATELLITE SERVICING
CAPABILITIES ACROSS MISSION DIRECTORATES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Refueling and relocating aging satellites to extend their
operational lifetimes is a capacity that NASA will substantially
benefit from and is important for lowering the costs of ongoing
scientific, national security, and commercial satellite operations.

(2) The technologies involved in satellite servicing, such
as dexterous robotic arms, propellant transfer systems, and
solar electric propulsion, are all critical capabilities to support
a human exploration mission to Mars.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) satellite servicing is a vital capability that will bolster
the capacity and affordability of NASA’s ongoing scientific and
human exploration operations while simultaneously enhancing
the ability of domestic companies to compete in the global
marketplace; and

(2) future NASA satellites and spacecraft across mission
directorates should be constructed in a manner that allows
for servicing in order to maximize operational longevity and
affordability.

(¢) LEVERAGING OF CAPABILITIES.—The Administrator shall—

(1) identify orbital assets in both the Science Mission Direc-
torate and the Human Exploration and Operations Mission
Directorate that could benefit from satellite servicing-related
technologies; and

(2) work across all NASA mission directorates to evaluate
opportunities for the private sector to perform such services
or advance technical capabilities by leveraging the technologies
and techniques developed by NASA programs and other
industry programs.

SEC. 826. FLIGHT OPPORTUNITIES.

(a) DEVELOPMENT OF PAYLOADS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In order to conduct necessary research,
the Administrator shall continue and, as the Administrator
considers appropriate, expand the development of technology
payloads for—

(A) scientific research; and
(B) investigating new or improved capabilities.
(2) Funps.—For the purpose of carrying out paragraph
(1), the Administrator shall make funds available for—
(A) flight testing;
(B) payload development; and
(C) hardware related to subparagraphs (A) and (B).
(b) REAFFIRMATION OF PoLicY.—Congress reaffirms that the
Administrator should provide flight opportunities for payloads to
microgravity environments and suborbital altitudes as authorized
by section 907 of the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18405).
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SEC. 827. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SMALL CLASS LAUNCH MISSIONS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) Venture Class Launch Services contracts awarded under
the Launch Services Program will expand opportunities for
future dedicated launches of CubeSats and other small satellites
and small orbital science missions; and

(2) principal investigator-led small orbital science missions,
including CubeSat class, Small Explorer (SMEX) class, and
Venture class, offer valuable opportunities to advance science
at low cost, train the next generation of scientists and engi-
neers, and enable participants to acquire skills in systems
engineering and systems integration that are critical to
maintaining the Nation’s leadership in space and to enhancing
United States innovation and competitiveness abroad.

SEC. 828. BASELINE AND COST CONTROLS.

Section 30104(a)(1) of title 51, United States Code, is amended
by striking “Procedural Requirements 7120.5c¢, dated March 22,
2005” and inserting “Procedural Requirements 7120.5E, dated
August 14, 2012”.

SEC. 829. COMMERCIAL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER PROGRAM.

Section 50116(a) of title 51, United States Code, is amended
by inserting “, while protecting national security” after “research
community”.

SEC. 830. AVOIDING ORGANIZATIONAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST IN
MAJOR ADMINISTRATION ACQUISITION PROGRAMS.

(a) REVISED REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 270 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall
revise the Administration Supplement to the Federal Acquisition
Regulation to provide uniform guidance and recommend revised
requirements for organizational conflicts of interest by contractors
in major acquisition programs in order to address the elements
identified in subsection (b).

(b) ELEMENTS.—The revised regulations under subsection (a)
shall, at a minimum—

(1) address organizational conflicts of interest that could
potentially arise as a result of—

(A) lead system integrator contracts on major acquisi-
tion programs and contracts that follow lead system inte-
grator contracts on such programs, particularly contracts
for production;

(B) the ownership of business units performing systems
engineering and technical assistance functions, professional
services, or management support services in relation to
major acquisition programs by contractors who simulta-
neously own business units competing to perform as either
the prime contractor or the supplier of a major subsystem
or component for such programs;

(C) the award of major subsystem contracts by a prime
contractor for a major acquisition program to business units
or other affiliates of the same parent corporate entity,
and particularly the award of subcontracts for software
integration or the development of a proprietary software
system architecture; or

(D) the performance by, or assistance of, contractors
in technical evaluations on major acquisition programs;
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(2) require the Administration to request advice on systems
architecture and systems engineering matters with respect to
major acquisition programs from objective sources independent
of the prime contractor;

(3) require that a contract for the performance of systems
engineering and technical assistance functions for a major
acquisition program contains a provision prohibiting the con-
tractor or any affiliate of the contractor from participating
as a prime contractor or a major subcontractor in the develop-
ment of a system under the program; and

(4) establish such limited exceptions to the requirement
in paragraphs (2) and (3) as the Administrator considers nec-
essary to ensure that the Administration has continued access
to advice on systems architecture and systems engineering
matters from highly qualified contractors with domain experi-
ence and expertise, while ensuring that such advice comes
from sources that are objective and unbiased.

SEC. 831. PROTECTION OF APOLLO LANDING SITES.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy, in consultation with relevant Federal agencies
and stakeholders, shall assess the issues relating to protecting
and preserving historically important Apollo Program lunar landing
sites and Apollo program artifacts residing on the lunar surface,
including those pertaining to Apollo 11 and Apollo 17.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the assessment, the Director
shall include—

(1) a determination of what risks to the protection and
preservation of those sites and artifacts exist or may exist
in the future;

(2) a determination of what measures are required to
ensure such protection and preservation;

(3) a determination of the extent to which additional
domestic legislation or international treaties or agreements will
be required; and

(4) specific recommendations for protecting and preserving
those lunar landing sites and artifacts.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Director shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress the results of the assessment.

SEC. 832. NASA LEASE OF NON-EXCESS PROPERTY.

Section 20145(g) of title 51, United States Code, is amended
by striking “10 years after December 26, 2007” and inserting
“December 31, 2018”.

SEC. 833. TERMINATION LIABILITY.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the ISS, the Space Launch System, and the Orion
will enable the Nation to continue operations in low-Earth
orbit and to send its astronauts to deep space;

(2) the James Webb Space Telescope will revolutionize
our understanding of star and planet formation and how gal-
axies evolved, and will advance the search for the origins of
our universe;

(3) as a result of their unique capabilities and their critical
contribution to the future of space exploration, these systems
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have been designated by Congress and the Administration as
priority investments;

(4) contractors are currently holding program funding, esti-
mated to be in the hundreds of millions of dollars, to cover
the potential termination liability should the Government
choose to terminate a program for convenience;

(5) as a result, hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars
are unavailable for meaningful work on these programs;

(6) according to the Government Accountability Office, the
Administration procures most of its goods and services through
contracts, and it terminates very few of them,;

(7) in fiscal year 2010, the Administration terminated 28
of 16,343 active contracts and orders, a termination rate of
about 0.17 percent; and

(8) the Administration should vigorously pursue a policy
on termination liability that maximizes the utilization of its
appropriated funds to make maximum progress in meeting
established technical goals and schedule milestones on these
high-priority programs.

SEC. 834. INDEPENDENT REVIEWS.

Not later than 270 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Administrator shall submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report describing—

(1) the Administration’s procedures for conducting inde-
pendent reviews of projects and programs at lifecycle mile-
stones;

(2) how the Administration ensures the independence of
the individuals who conduct those reviews prior to their assign-
ment;

(3) the internal and external entities independent of project
and program management that conduct reviews of projects
and programs at life cycle milestones; and

(4) how the Administration ensures the independence of
such entities and their members.

SEC. 835. NASA ADVISORY COUNCIL.

(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Administrator shall enter into an
arrangement with the National Academy of Public Administration
to assess the effectiveness of the NASA Advisory Council and to
make recommendations to Congress for any change to—

(1) the functions of the Council,

(2) the appointment of members to the Council;

(3) the qualifications for members of the Council;

(4) the duration of terms of office for members of the
Council;

(5) the frequency of meetings of the Council,

(6) the structure of leadership and Committees of the
Council; and

(7) the levels of professional staffing for the Council.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out the assessment under
SEbflection (a), the National Academy of Public Administration
shall—

(1) consider the impacts of broadening the Council’s role
to include providing consultation and advice to Congress under
section 20113(g) of title 51, United States Code;

(2) consider the past activities of the Council and the
activities of other analogous Federal advisory bodies; and
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(3) any other issues that the National Academy of Public
Administration determines could potentially impact the
effectiveness of the Council.

(c) REPORT.—The National Academy of Public Administration
shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress the results
of the assessment, including any recommendations.

(d) CONSULTATION AND ADVICE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 20113(g) of title 51, United States
Code, is amended by inserting “and Congress” after “advice
to the Administration”.

(2) SUNSET.—Effective September 30, 2017, section
20113(g) of title 51, United States Code, is amended by striking
“and Congress”.

SEC. 836. COST ESTIMATION.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) realistic cost estimating is critically important to the
ultimate success of major space development projects; and

(2) the Administration has devoted significant efforts over
the past 5 years to improving its cost estimating capabilities,
but it is important that the Administration continue its efforts
to develop and implement guidance in establishing realistic
cost estimates.

(b) GUIDANCE AND CRITERIA.—The Administrator shall provide
to its acquisition programs and projects, in a manner consistent
with the Administration’s Space Flight Program and Project
Management Requirements—

(1) guidance on when to use an Independent Cost Estimate
and Independent Cost Assessment; and
(2) criteria to use to make a determination under paragraph

(D).
SEC. 837. FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Administration must address, mitigate, and reverse,
where possible, the deterioration of its facilities and infrastruc-
ture, as their condition is hampering the effectiveness and
efficiency of research performed by both the Administration
and industry participants making use of Administration facili-
ties, thus harming the competitiveness of the United States
aerospace industry;

(2) the Administration has a role in providing laboratory
capabilities to industry participants that are not economically
viable as commercial entities and thus are not available else-
where;

(3) to ensure continued access to reliable and efficient
world-class facilities by researchers, the Administration should
establish strategic partnerships with other Federal agencies,
State agencies, FAA-licensed spaceports, institutions of higher
education, and industry, as appropriate; and

(4) decisions on whether to dispose of, maintain, or mod-
ernize existing facilities must be made in the context of meeting
Administration and other needs, including those required to
meet the activities supporting the human exploration roadmap
under section 432 of this Act, considering other national labora-
tory needs as the Administrator deems appropriate.
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(b) Poricy.—It is the policy of the United States that the
Administration maintain reliable and efficient facilities and infra-
structure and that decisions on whether to dispose of, maintain,
or modernize existing facilities or infrastructure be made in the
context of meeting future Administration needs.

(c) PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall develop a facili-
ties and infrastructure plan.

(2) GoAL.—The goal of the plan is to position the Adminis-
tration to have the facilities and infrastructure, including lab-
oratories, tools, and approaches, necessary to meet future
Administration and other Federal agencies’ laboratory needs.

(3) CONTENTS.—The plan shall identify—

(A) current Administration and other Federal agency
laboratory needs;

(B) future Administration research and development
and testing needs;

(C) a strategy for identifying facilities and infrastruc-
ture that are candidates for disposal, that is consistent
with the national strategic direction set forth in—

(i) the National Space Policy;

(ii) the National Aeronautics Research, Develop-
ment, Test, and Evaluation Infrastructure Plan;

(iii) the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-

tration Authorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-

155; 119 Stat. 2895), National Aeronautics and Space

Administration Authorization Act of 2008 (Public Law

110-422; 122 Stat. 4779), and National Aeronautics

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010

(42 U.S.C. 18301 et seq.); and

(iv) the human exploration roadmap under section

432 of this Act;

(D) a strategy for the maintenance, repair, upgrading,
and modernization of Administration facilities and infra-
structure, including laboratories and equipment;

(E) criteria for—

(i) prioritizing deferred maintenance tasks;

(i1) maintaining, repairing, upgrading, or modern-
izing Administration facilities and infrastructure; and

(iii) implementing processes, plans, and policies
for guiding the Administration’s Centers on whether
to maintain, repair, upgrade, or modernize a facility
or infrastructure and for determining the type of
instrument to be used,;

(F) an assessment of modifications needed to maximize
usage of facilities that offer unique and highly specialized
beréeﬁts to the aerospace industry and the American public;
an

(G) implementation steps, including a timeline, mile-
stones, and an estimate of resources required for carrying
out the plan.

(d) REQUIREMENT TO ESTABLISH PoLIiCcY. —

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall establish
and make publicly available a policy that guides the Adminis-
tration’s use of existing authorities to out-grant, lease, excess
to the General Services Administration, sell, decommission,
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demolish, or otherwise transfer property, facilities, or infra-
structure.

(2) CrITERIA.—The policy shall include criteria for the use
of authorities, best practices, standardized procedures, and
guidelines for how to appropriately manage property, facilities,
and infrastructure.

(e) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year after
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit

to the appropriate committees of Congress the plan developed under
subsection (c).

SEC

SEC.

. 838. HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATIONS.

Section 70702 of title 51, United States Code, is amended—
(1) by amending subsection (a)(3) to read as follows:
“(3) any other orbital or suborbital space vehicle carrying
humans that is—
“(A) owned by the Federal Government; or
“(B) being used pursuant to a contract or Space Act
Agreement with the Federal Government for carrying a
government astronaut or a researcher funded by the Fed-
eral Government; or”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:
“(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
“(1) GOVERNMENT ASTRONAUT.—The term ‘government
astronaut’ has the meaning given the term in section 50902.
“(2) SPACE ACT AGREEMENT.—The term ‘Space Act Agree-
ment’ means an agreement entered into by the Administration
pursuant to its other transactions authority under section
20113(e).”.

839. ORBITAL DEBRIS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) orbital debris poses serious risks to the operational
space capabilities of the United States;

(2) an international commitment and integrated strategic
plan are needed to mitigate the growth of orbital debris wher-
ever possible; and

(3) the delay in the Office of Science and Technology Policy’s
submission of a report on the status of international coordina-
tion and development of orbital debris mitigation strategies
is inconsistent with such risks.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) COORDINATION.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a report on the status
of efforts to coordinate with foreign countries within the Inter-
Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee to mitigate the
effects and growth of orbital debris under section 1202(b)(1)
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18441(b)(1)).

(2) MITIGATION STRATEGY.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy shall submit to the appropriate
committees of Congress a report on the status of the orbital
debris mitigation strategy required under section 1202(b)(2)
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18441(b)(2)).
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SEC. 840. REVIEW OF ORBITAL DEBRIS REMOVAL CONCEPTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) orbital debris in low-Earth orbit poses significant risks
to spacecraft;

(2) such orbital debris may increase due to collisions
between existing debris objects; and

(3) understanding options to address and remove orbital
debris is important for ensuring safe and effective spacecraft
operations in low-Earth orbit.
(b) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Administrator—

(A) in collaboration with the heads of other relevant
Federal agencies, shall solicit and review concepts and
op‘&ions for removing orbital debris from low-Earth orbit;
an

(B) shall submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report on the solicitation and review under subpara-
graph (A), including recommendations on the best options
for decreasing the risks associated with orbital debris.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The solicitation and review under
paragraph (1) shall address the requirements for and feasibility
of developing and implementing each of the options.

SEC. 841. SPACE ACT AGREEMENTS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that,
when used appropriately, Space Act Agreements can provide signifi-
cant value in furtherance of NASA’s mission.

(b) FUNDED SPACE ACT AGREEMENTS.—To the extent appro-
priate, the Administrator shall seek to maximize the value of con-
tributions provided by other parties under a funded Space Act
Agreement in order to advance NASA’s mission.

(c) NON-EXCLUSIVITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, to the greatest
extent practicable, issue each Space Act Agreement—

(A) except as provided in paragraph (2), on a nonexclu-
sive basis;

(B) in a manner that ensures all non-government par-
ties have equal access to NASA resources; and

(C) exercising reasonable care not to reveal unique
or proprietary information.

(2) Excrusivity.—If the Administrator determines an
exclusive arrangement is necessary, the Administrator shall,
to the greatest extent practicable, issue the Space Act Agree-
ment—

(A) utilizing a competitive selection process when exclu-
sive arrangements are necessary; and

(B) pursuant to public announcements when exclusive
arrangements are necessary.

(d) TRANSPARENCY.—The Administrator shall publicly disclose
on the Administration’s website and make available in a searchable
format each Space Act Agreement, including an estimate of com-
mitted NASA resources and the expected benefits to agency objec-
tives for each agreement, with appropriate redactions for propri-
etary, sensitive, or classified information, not later than 60 days
after such agreement is signed by the parties.

(e) ANNUAL REPORTS.—
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(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days after the end
of each fiscal year, the Administrator shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report on the use of Space
Act Agreement authority by the Administration during the
previous fiscal year.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report shall include for each Space
Act Agreement in effect at the time of the report—

(A) an indication of whether the agreement is a
reimbursable, non-reimbursable, or funded Space Act
Agreement;

(B) a description of—

(1) the subject and terms;
(ii) the parties;
(iii) the responsible—
(I) Mission Directorate;
(IT) Center; or
(IIT) headquarters element;
(iv) the value;
(v) the extent of the cost sharing among Federal

Government and non-Federal sources;

(vi) the time period or schedule; and
(vii) all milestones; and

(C) an indication of whether the agreement was
renewed during the previous fiscal year.

(3) ANTICIPATED AGREEMENTS.—The report shall include
a list of all anticipated reimbursable, non-reimbursable, and
funded Space Act Agreements for the upcoming fiscal year.

(4) CUMULATIVE PROGRAM BENEFITS.—The report shall
include, with respect to each Space Act Agreement covered
by the report, a summary of—

(A) the technology areas in which research projects
were conducted under that agreement;

(B) the extent to which the use of that agreement—

(1) has contributed to a broadening of the tech-
nology and industrial base available for meeting

Administration needs; and

(i) has fostered within the technology and indus-
trial base new relationships and practices that support
the United States; and

131 STAT. 73

Lists.
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(C) the total amount of value received by the Federal
Government during the fiscal year under that agreement.

Approved March 21, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 442:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 17, considered and passed Senate.
Mar. 7, considered and passed House.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Mar. 21, Presidential remarks.




PUBLIC LAW 115-11—MAR. 27, 2017

Public Law 115-11
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Defense, the General Services
Administration, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration relating
to the Federal Acquisition Regulation.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Defense,
the General Services Administration, and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration relating to the Federal Acquisition Regu-
lation (published at 81 Fed. Reg. 58562 (August 25, 2016)), and
such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved March 27, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 37:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 2, considered and passed House.
Mar. 2, 6, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Mar. 27, Presidential remarks.

131 STAT. 75

Mar. 27, 2017
[H.J. Res. 37]



131 STAT. 76

Mar. 27, 2017
[H.J. Res. 44]

PUBLIC LAW 115-12—MAR. 27, 2017

Public Law 115-12
115th Congress

Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of the Interior relating to
Bureau of Land Management regulations that establish the procedures used
to prepare, revise, or amend land use plans pursuant to the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act of 1976.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Bureau of Land Management
of the Department of the Interior relating to “Resource Management
Planning” (published at 81 Fed. Reg. 89580 (December 12, 2016)),
and such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved March 27, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 44:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 7, considered and passed House.
Mar. 6, 7, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Mar. 27, Presidential remarks.




PUBLIC LAW 115-13—MAR. 27, 2017

Public Law 115-13
115th Congress

Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Department of Education relating to account-
ability and State plans under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Education
relating to accountability and State plans under the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (published at 81 Fed. Reg.
860;6 (November 29, 2016)), and such rule shall have no force
or effect.

Approved March 27, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 57:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 7, considered and passed House.
Mar. 8, 9, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Mar. 27, Presidential remarks.

131 STAT. 77

Mar. 27, 2017
[H.J. Res. 57]
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Mar. 27, 2017

[H.J. Res. 58]

Public Law 115-14
115th Congress

Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Department of Education relating to teacher
preparation issues.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Education
relating to teacher preparation issues (published at 81 Fed. Reg.
7f§f494 (October 31, 2016)), and such rule shall have no force or
effect.

Approved March 27, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 58:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 7, considered and passed House.
Mar. 7, 8, considered and passed Senate.

DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Mar. 27, Presidential remarks.




PUBLIC LAW 115-15—MAR. 28, 2017

Public Law 115-15
115th Congress
An Act

To amend title 4, United States Code, to encourage the display of the flag of
the United States on National Vietnam War Veterans Day.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Vietnam War Veterans Recogni-
tion Act of 2017”.

SEC. 2. DISPLAY OF FLAG ON NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS
DAY.

Section 6(d) of title 4, United States Code, is amended by
inserting “National Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29;” after
“third Monday in February;”.

Approved March 28, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 305:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 3, considered and passed Senate.
Mar. 21, considered and passed House.
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Mar. 28, 2017
[S. 305]

Vietnam War
Veterans
Recognition Act
of 2017.

4 USC 1 note.
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Mar. 31, 2017
[H.R. 1362]

PUBLIC LAW 115-16—MAR. 31, 2017

Public Law 115-16
115th Congress
An Act

To name the Department of Veterans Affairs community-based outpatient clinic
in Pago Pago, American Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMU-
NITY-BASED OUTPATIENT CLINIC, PAGO PAGO, AMER-
ICAN SAMOA.

The Department of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Pago Pago, American Samoa, shall after the date
of the enactment of this Act be known and designated as the
“Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic”. Any reference
to such community-based outpatient clinic in any law, regulation,
map, document, record, or other paper of the United States shall
be considered to be a reference to the Faleomavaega Eni Fa’aua’a
Hunkin VA Clinic.

Approved March 31, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 1362:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 7, considered and passed House.
Mar. 15, considered and passed Senate.




PUBLIC LAW 115-17—MAR. 31, 2017 131 STAT. 81

Public Law 115-17
115th Congress

Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating to drug Mar. 31, 2017
testing of unemployment compensation applicants. [H.J. Res. 42]

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating
to “Federal-State Unemployment Compensation Program; Middle
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 Provision on Estab-
lishing Appropriate Occupations for Drug Testing of Unemployment
Compensation Applicants” (published at 81 Fed. Reg. 50298 (August
1, 2016)), and such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved March 31, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 42:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 15, considered and passed House.
Mar. 13, 14, considered and passed Senate.
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Mar. 31, 2017
[S.J. Res. 1]

40 USC 8903
note.

PUBLIC LAW 115-18—MAR. 31, 2017

Public Law 115-18
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Approving the location of a memorial to commemorate and honor the members
of the Armed Forces who served on active duty in support of Operation Desert
Storm or Operation Desert Shield.

Whereas section 8908(b)(1) of title 40, United States Code, provides
that the location of a commemorative work in Area I, as depicted
on the map entitled “Commemorative Areas Washington, DC
and Environs”, numbered 869/86501 B, and dated June 24, 2003,
shall be deemed to be authorized only if a recommendation for
the location is approved by law not later than 150 calendar
days after the date on which Congress is notified of the rec-
ommendation;

Whereas section 3093 of the Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck”
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015
(40 U.S.C. 8903 note; Public Law 113-291) authorized the
National Desert Storm Memorial Association to establish a memo-
rial on Federal land in the District of Columbia, to honor the
members of the Armed Forces who served on active duty in
support of Operation Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield,;
and

Whereas the Secretary of the Interior has notified Congress of
the determination of the Secretary of the Interior that the memo-
rial should be located in Area I: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the location
of a commemorative work to commemorate and honor the members
of the Armed Forces who served on active duty in support of
Operation Desert Storm or Operation Desert Shield authorized
by section 3093 of the Carl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (40 U.S.C.
8903 note; Public Law 113-291), within Area I, as depicted on
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the map entitled “Commemorative Areas Washington, DC and Envi-
rons”, numbered 869/86501 B, and dated June 24, 2003, is approved.

Approved March 31, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S.J. Res. 1 (H.J. Res. 3):

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 8, considered and passed Senate.
Mar. 15, considered and passed House.
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Apr. 3, 2017
[H.R. 1228]

2 USC 1381 note.

PUBLIC LAW 115-19—APR. 3, 2017

Public Law 115-19
115th Congress
An Act

To provide for the appointment of members of the Board of Directors of the Office
of Compliance to replace members whose terms expire during 2017, and for
other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE.

(a) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.—

(1) MEMBERS REPLACING MEMBERS WHOSE TERMS EXPIRE
IN MARCH 2017.—Notwithstanding the first sentence of section
301(e) of the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1381(e)), of the members of the Board of Directors of the Office
of Compliance who are appointed to replace the 3 members
whose terms expire in March 2017—

(A) one shall have a term of office of 3 years; and
(B) 2 shall have a term of office of 4 years,

as designated at the time of appointment by the persons speci-

fied in section 301(b) of such Act (2 U.S.C. 1381(b)).

(2) MEMBERS REPLACING MEMBERS WHOSE TERMS EXPIRE
IN MAY 2017.—In accordance with the first sentence of section
301(e) of the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1381(e)), the members of the Board of Directors of the Office
of Compliance who are appointed to replace the 2 members
whose terms expire in May 2017 shall each have a term of
office of 5 years.

(b) SERVICE OF CURRENT MEMBERS.—Notwithstanding the
second sentence of section 301(e) of the Congressional Accountability
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(e)) or section 3 of the Office of Compliance
Administrative and Technical Corrections Act of 2015 (Public Law
114-6; 2 U.S.C. 1381 note)—

(1) an individual serving as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Office of Compliance whose term expires in
March 2017 may be reappointed to serve one additional term
at the length designated under paragraph (1) of subsection
(a), but may not be reappointed to any additional terms after
that additional term expires; and

(2) an individual serving as a member of the Board of
Directors of the Office of Compliance whose term expires in
May 2017 may be reappointed to serve one additional term
at the length referred to in paragraph (2) of subsection (a),
but may not be reappointed to any additional terms after that
additional term expires.
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(¢) PERMITTING MEMBERS TO SERVE UNTIL APPOINTMENT OF
SUCCESSORS.—Section 301(e) of the Congressional Accountability
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(e)) is amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

“(3) PERMITTING SERVICE UNTIL APPOINTMENT OF SUC-
CESSOR.—A member of the Board may serve after the expiration
of that member’s term until a successor has taken office.”.
(d) AUTHORITY OF CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP IN MAKING

APPOINTMENTS.—Section 301(b) of the Congressional Accountability
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381(b)) is amended by striking the period
at the end of the second sentence and inserting the following:
“, who are authorized to take such steps as they consider appro-
priate to ensure the timely appointment of the members of the
Board consistent with the requirements of this section.”.

Approved April 3, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.R. 1228:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 15, considered and passed House.
Mar. 21, considered and passed Senate.

131 STAT. 85



131 STAT. 86

Apr. 3, 2017
[H.J. Res. 69]

PUBLIC LAW 115-20—APR. 3, 2017

Public Law 115-20
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the final rule of the Department of the Interior relating to “Non-Subsist-
ence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participation and Closure Procedures, on Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges in Alaska”.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of the Interior
relating to “Non-Subsistence Take of Wildlife, and Public Participa-
tion and Closure Procedures, on National Wildlife Refuges in
Alaska” (81 Fed. Reg. 52247 (August 5, 2016)), and such rule
shall have no force or effect.

Approved April 3, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res 69:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 16, considered and passed House.
Mar. 21, considered and passed Senate.
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Public Law 115-21
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating to “Clarifica-
tion of Employer’s Continuing Obligation to Make and Maintain an Accurate
Record of Each Recordable Injury and Illness”.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating
to “Clarification of Employer’s Continuing Obligation to Make and
Maintain an Accurate Record of Each Recordable Injury and Illness”
(published at 81 Fed. Reg. 91792 (December 19, 2016)), and such
rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved April 3, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 83:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 1, considered and passed House.
Mar. 22, considered and passed Senate.

131 STAT. 87

Apr. 3, 2017
[H.J. Res. 83]



131 STAT. 88

Apr. 3, 2017
[S.J. Res. 34]

PUBLIC LAW 115-22—APR. 3, 2017

Public Law 115-22
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Federal Communications Commission relating
to “Protecting the Privacy of Customers of Broadband and Other Telecommuni-
cations Services”.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Federal Communications
Commission relating to “Protecting the Privacy of Customers of
Broadband and Other Telecommunications Services” (81 Fed. Reg.
872;4 (December 2, 2016)), and such rule shall have no force
or effect.

Approved April 3, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S.J. Res. 34:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 22, 23, considered and passed Senate.
Mar. 28, considered and passed House.




PUBLIC LAW 115-23—APR. 13, 2017 131 STAT. 89

Public Law 115-23
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the final rule submitted by Secretary of Health and Human Services Apr. 13, 2017
relating to compliance with title X requirements by project recipients in selecting "~ [H J Res. 43]
subrecipients.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services relating to compliance with title X requirements
by project recipients in selecting subrecipients (81 Fed. Reg. 91852;
December 19, 2016), and such rule shall have no force or effect.

Approved April 13, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 43:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 16, considered and passed House.
Mar. 30, considered and passed Senate.




131 STAT. 90

Apr. 13, 2017
[H.J. Res. 67]

PUBLIC LAW 115-24—APR. 13, 2017

Public Law 115-24
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating to savings
arrangements established by qualified State political subdivisions for non-govern-
mental employees.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That Congress
disapproves the rule submitted by the Department of Labor relating
to “Savings Arrangements Established by Qualified State Political
Subdivisions for Non-Governmental Employees” (published at 81
Fed. Reg. 92639 (December 20, 2016)), and such rule shall have
no force or effect.

Approved April 13, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 67:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Feb. 15, considered and passed House.
Mar. 29, 30, considered and passed Senate.
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Public Law 115-25
115th Congress
An Act

To improve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s weather research
through a focused program of investment on affordable and attainable advances
in observational, computing, and modeling capabilities to support substantial
improvement in weather forecasting and prediction of high impact weather events,
to expand commercial opportunities for the provision of weather data, and for
other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “Weather
Research and Forecasting Innovation Act of 2017”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act
is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I—UNITED STATES WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORECASTING
IMPROVEMENT

Sec. 101. Public safety priority.

Sec. 102. Weather research and forecasting innovation.

Sec. 103. Tornado warning improvement and extension program.
Sec. 104. Hurricane forecast improvement program.

Sec. 105. Weather research and development planning.

Sec. 106. Observing system planning.

Sec. 107. Observing system simulation experiments.

Sec. 108. Annual report on computing resources prioritization.
Sec. 109. United States Weather Research program.

Sec. 110. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE II—SUBSEASONAL AND SEASONAL FORECASTING INNOVATION
Sec. 201. Improving subseasonal and seasonal forecasts.

TITLE III—WEATHER SATELLITE AND DATA INNOVATION

Sec. 301. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration satellite and data
management.

Sec. 302. Commercial weather data.

Sec. 303. Unnecessary duplication.

TITLE IV—FEDERAL WEATHER COORDINATION

Sec. 401. Environmental Information Services Working Group.

Sec. 402. Interagency weather research and forecast innovation coordination.

Sec. 403. Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and National Weather Serv-
ice exchange program.

Sec. 404. Visiting fellows at National Weather Service.

Sec. 405. Warning coordination meteorologists at weather forecast offices of Na-
tional Weather Service.

Sec. 406. Improving National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration communica-
tion of hazardous weather and water events.

Sec. 407. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Weather Ready All
Hazards Award Program.

131 STAT. 91

Apr. 18, 2017
[H.R. 353]
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note.
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Sec. 408. Department of Defense weather forecasting activities.
Sec. 409. National Weather Service; operations and workforce analysis.
Sec. 410. Report on contract positions at National Weather Service.
Sec. 411. Weather impacts to communities and infrastructure.
Sec. 412. Weather enterprise outreach.
Sec. 413. Hurricane hunter aircraft.
Sec. 414. Study on gaps in NEXRAD coverage and recommendations to address
such gaps.
TITLE V—TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION, AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2017

Sec. 501. Short title.

Sec. 502. References to the Tsunami Warning and Education Act.

Sec. 503. Expansion of purposes of Tsunami Warning and Education Act.
Sec. 504. Modification of tsunami forecasting and warning program.
Sec. 505. Modification of national tsunami hazard mitigation program.
Sec. 506. Modification of tsunami research program.

Sec. 507. Global tsunami warning and mitigation network.

Sec. 508. Tsunami science and technology advisory panel.

Sec. 509. Reports.

Sec. 510. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 511. Outreach responsigllitles.

Sec. 512. Repeal of duplicate provisions of law.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SEASONAL.—The term “seasonal” means the time range
between 3 months and 2 years.

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means a State, a territory,
or possession of the United States, including a Commonwealth,
or the District of Columbia.

(3) SUBSEASONAL.—The term “subseasonal” means the time
range between 2 weeks and 3 months.

(4) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term “Under Secretary” means
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

(5) WEATHER INDUSTRY AND WEATHER ENTERPRISE.—The
terms “weather industry” and “weather enterprise” are inter-
changeable in this Act, and include individuals and organiza-
tions from public, private, and academic sectors that contribute
to the research, development, and production of weather fore-
cast products, and primary consumers of these weather forecast
products.

TITLE I—UNITED STATES WEATHER RE-
SEARCH AND FORECASTING IM-
PROVEMENT

SEC. 101. PUBLIC SAFETY PRIORITY.

In conducting research, the Under Secretary shall prioritize
improving weather data, modeling, computing, forecasting, and
warnings for the protection of life and property and for the enhance-
ment of the national economy.

SEC. 102. WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORECASTING INNOVATION.

(a) PROGRAM.—The Assistant Administrator for the Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research shall conduct a program to
develop improved understanding of and forecast capabilities for
atmospheric events and their impacts, placing priority on developing
more accurate, timely, and effective warnings and forecasts of high
impact weather events that endanger life and property.

(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The program described in subsection
(a) shall focus on the following activities:
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(1) Improving the fundamental understanding of weather
consistent with section 101, including the boundary layer and
other processes affecting high impact weather events.

(2) Improving the understanding of how the public receives,
interprets, and responds to warnings and forecasts of high
impact weather events that endanger life and property.

(3) Research and development, and transfer of knowledge,
technologies, and applications to the National Weather Service
and other appropriate agencies and entities, including the
United States weather industry and academic partners, related
to—

(A) advanced radar, radar networking technologies, and
other ground-based technologies, including those empha-
sizing rapid, fine-scale sensing of the boundary layer and
lower troposphere, and the use of innovative, dual-polariza-
tion, phased-array technologies;

(B) aerial weather observing systems;

(C) high performance computing and information tech-
nology and wireless communication networks;

(D) advanced numerical weather prediction systems
and forecasting tools and techniques that improve the fore-
casting of timing, track, intensity, and severity of high
impact weather, including through—

(i) the development of more effective mesoscale
models;

(i1) more effective use of existing, and the develop-
ment of new, regional and national cloud-resolving
models;

(iii) enhanced global weather models; and

(iv) integrated assessment models;

(E) quantitative assessment tools for measuring the
impact and value of data and observing systems, including
Observing System Simulation Experiments (as described
in section 107), Observing System Experiments, and Anal-
yses of Alternatives;

(F) atmospheric chemistry and interactions essential
to accurately characterizing atmospheric composition and
predicting meteorological processes, including cloud micro-
physical, precipitation, and atmospheric electrification proc-
esses, to more effectively understand their role in severe
weather; and

(G) additional sources of weather data and information,
including commercial observing systems.

(4) A technology transfer initiative, carried out jointly and
in coordination with the Director of the National Weather
Service, and in cooperation with the United States weather
industry and academic partners, to ensure continuous develop-
ment and transition of the latest scientific and technological
advances into operations of the National Weather Service and
to establish a process to sunset outdated and expensive oper-
ational methods and tools to enable cost-effective transfer of
new methods and tools into operations.

(c) EXTRAMURAL RESEARCH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the program under this
section, the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research shall collaborate with and support the
non-Federal weather research community, which includes

131 STAT. 93
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institutions of higher education, private entities, and non-

governmental organizations, by making funds available through

competitive grants, contracts, and cooperative agreements.

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress that
not less than 30 percent of the funds for weather research
and development at the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research should be made available for the purpose described
in paragraph (1).

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Each year, concurrent with the annual
budget request submitted by the President to Congress under sec-
tion 1105 of title 31, United States Code, for the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, the Under Secretary shall submit
to Congress a description of current and planned activities under
this section.

SEC. 103. TORNADO WARNING IMPROVEMENT AND EXTENSION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary, in collaboration with
the United States weather industry and academic partners, shall
establish a tornado warning improvement and extension program.

(b) GoAaL.—The goal of such program shall be to reduce the
loss of life and economic losses from tornadoes through the develop-
ment and extension of accurate, effective, and timely tornado fore-
casts, predictions, and warnings, including the prediction of torna-
does beyond 1 hour in advance.

(c) PROGRAM PLAN.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Assistant Administrator for Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Research, in coordination with the Director
of the National Weather Service, shall develop a program plan
that details the specific research, development, and technology
transfer activities, as well as corresponding resources and timelines,
necessary to achieve the program goal.

(d) ANNUAL BUDGET FOR PLAN SUBMITTAL.—Following comple-
tion of the plan, the Under Secretary, acting through the Assistant
Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and in
coordination with the Director of the National Weather Service,
shall, not less frequently than once each year, submit to Congress
a proposed budget corresponding with the activities identified in
the plan.

SEC. 104. HURRICANE FORECAST IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary, in collaboration with
the United States weather industry and such academic entities
as the Administrator considers appropriate, shall maintain a project
to improve hurricane forecasting.

(b) GoAL.—The goal of the project maintained under subsection
(a) shall be to develop and extend accurate hurricane forecasts
and warnings in order to reduce loss of life, injury, and damage
to the economy, with a focus on—

(1) improving the prediction of rapid intensification and
track of hurricanes;

(2) improving the forecast and communication of storm
surges from hurricanes; and

(3) incorporating risk communication research to create
more effective watch and warning products.

(c) PROJECT PLAN.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary, acting through
the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research
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and in consultation with the Director of the National Weather
Service, shall develop a plan for the project maintained under
subsection (a) that details the specific research, development, and
technology transfer activities, as well as corresponding resources
and timelines, necessary to achieve the goal set forth in subsection

(b).
SEC. 105. WEATHER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and not less frequently than once each year thereafter, the
Under Secretary, acting through the Assistant Administrator for
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and in coordination with the
Director of the National Weather Service and the Assistant
Administrator for Satellite and Information Services, shall issue
a research and development and research to operations plan to
restore and maintain United States leadership in numerical weather
prediction and forecasting that—

(1) describes the forecasting skill and technology goals,
objectives, and progress of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration in carrying out the program con-
ducted under section 102;

(2) identifies and prioritizes specific research and develop-
ment activities, and performance metrics, weighted to meet
the operational weather mission of the National Weather
Service to achieve a weather-ready Nation;

(3) describes how the program will collaborate with stake-
holders, including the United States weather industry and aca-
demic partners; and

(4) identifies, through consultation with the National
Science Foundation, the United States weather industry, and
academic partners, research necessary to enhance the integra-
tion of social science knowledge into weather forecast and
warning processes, including to improve the communication
of threat information necessary to enable improved severe
weather planning and decisionmaking on the part of individuals
and communities.

SEC. 106. OBSERVING SYSTEM PLANNING.

The Under Secretary shall—

(1) develop and maintain a prioritized list of observation
data requirements necessary to ensure weather forecasting
capabilities to protect life and property to the maximum extent
practicable;

(2) consistent with section 107, utilize Observing System
Simulation Experiments, Observing System Experiments, Anal-
yses of Alternatives, and other appropriate assessment tools
to ensure continuous systemic evaluations of the observing
systems, data, and information needed to meet the require-
ments of paragraph (1), including options to maximize observa-
tional capabilities and their cost-effectiveness;

(3) identify current and potential future data gaps in
observing capabilities related to the requirements listed under
paragraph (1); and

(4) determine a range of options to address gaps identified
under paragraph (3).
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Assessments. SEC. 107. OBSERVING SYSTEM SIMULATION EXPERIMENTS.
Evaluation. . .
15 USC 8517. (a) IN GENERAL.—In support of the requirements of section

106, the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research shall undertake Observing System Simulation Experi-
ments, or such other quantitative assessments as the Assistant
Administrator considers appropriate, to quantitatively assess the
relative value and benefits of observing capabilities and systems.
Technical and scientific Observing System Simulation Experiment
evaluations—

(1) may include assessments of the impact of observing
capabilities on—

(A) global weather prediction;

(B) hurricane track and intensity forecasting;

(C) tornado warning lead times and accuracy;

(D) prediction of mid-latitude severe local storm out-
breaks; and

(E) prediction of storms that have the potential to

cause extreme precipitation and flooding lasting from 6

hours to 1 week; and

(2) shall be conducted in cooperation with other appropriate
entities within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, other Federal agencies, the United States weather
industry, and academic partners to ensure the technical and
scientific merit of results from Observing System Simulation
Experiments or other appropriate quantitative assessment
methodologies.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Observing System Simulation Experi-
ments shall quantitatively—

(1) determine the potential impact of proposed space-based,
suborbital, and in situ observing systems on analyses and fore-
casts, including potential impacts on extreme weather events
across all parts of the Nation;

1 (2) evaluate and compare observing system design options;
an

(3) assess the relative capabilities and costs of various
observing systems and combinations of observing systems in
providing data necessary to protect life and property.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Observing System Simulation Experi-
ments—

(1) shall be conducted prior to the acquisition of major
Government-owned or Government-leased operational
observing systems, including polar-orbiting and geostationary
satellite systems, with a lifecycle cost of more than
$500,000,000; and

(2) shall be conducted prior to the purchase of any major
new commercially provided data with a lifecycle cost of more
than $500,000,000.

Deadlines. (d) PRIORITY OBSERVING SYSTEM SIMULATION EXPERIMENTS.—

(1) GLOBAL NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM RADIO OCCULTA-
TION.—Not later than 30 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research shall complete an Observing System
Simulation Experiment to assess the value of data from Global
Navigation Satellite System Radio Occultation.

(2) GEOSTATIONARY HYPERSPECTRAL SOUNDER GLOBAL CON-
STELLATION.—Not later than 120 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic
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and Atmospheric Research shall complete an Observing System

Simulation Experiment to assess the value of data from a

geostationary hyperspectral sounder global constellation.

(e) REsuLTs.—Upon completion of all Observing System Simula- Public
tion Experiments, the Assistant Administrator shall make available information.
to the public the results an assessment of related private and
public sector weather data sourcing options, including their avail-
ability, affordability, and cost-effectiveness. Such assessments shall
be developed in accordance with section 50503 of title 51, United
States Code.

SEC. 108. ANNUAL REPORT ON COMPUTING RESOURCES Coordination.

PRIORITIZATION. Public
information.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this 15 USC 8518.
Act and not less frequently than once each year thereafter, the
Under Secretary, acting through the Chief Information Officer of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and in
coordination with the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research and the Director of the National Weather
Service, shall produce and make publicly available a report that
explains how the Under Secretary intends—

(1) to continually support upgrades to pursue the fastest,
most powerful, and cost-effective high performance computing
technologies in support of its weather prediction mission;

(2) to ensure a balance between the research to operations
requirements to develop the next generation of regional and
global models as well as highly reliable operational models;

(3) to take advantage of advanced development concepts
to, as appropriate, make next generation weather prediction
models available in beta-test mode to operational forecasters,
the United States weather industry, and partners in academic
and Government research; and

(4) to use existing computing resources to improve advanced
research and operational weather prediction.

SEC. 109. UNITED STATES WEATHER RESEARCH PROGRAM.

Section 108 of the Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Authorization Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-567; 15 U.S.C. 313
note) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking “; and” and inserting

a semicolon;

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period at the
end and inserting a semicolon; and
(C) by inserting after paragraph (4) the following:

“(5) submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Reports.
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Representatives, not
less frequently than once each year, a report, including—

“(A) a list of ongoing research projects; Lists.

“(B) project goals and a point of contact for each project;

“(C) the five projects related to weather observations,
short-term weather, or subseasonal forecasts within Office

of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research that are closest to

operationalization;
“(D) for each project referred to in subparagraph (C)—
“(1) the potential benefit;
“(i1) any barrier to operationalization; and
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“(iii) the plan for operationalization, including
which line office will financially support the project
and how much the line office intends to spend,;

“(6) establish teams with staff from the Office of Oceanic
and Atmospheric Research and the National Weather Service
to oversee the operationalization of research products developed
by the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research;

“(7) develop mechanisms for research priorities of the Office
of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research to be informed by the
relevant line offices within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, the relevant user community, and
the weather enterprise;

“(8) develop an internal mechanism to track the progress
of each research project within the Office of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research and mechanisms to terminate a project
that is not adequately progressing;

“9) develop and implement a system to track whether
extramural research grant goals were accomplished;

“(10) provide facilities for products developed by the Office
of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research to be tested in operational
simulations, such as test beds; and

“(11) encourage academic collaboration with the Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and the National Weather
Service by facilitating visiting scholars.”;

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter preceding paragraph
(1), by striking “Not later than 90 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the” and inserting “The”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new subsection:
“(c) SUBSEASONAL DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘subsea-

sonal’ means the time range between 2 weeks and 3 months.”.

SEC. 110. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) FiscAL YEARS 2017 AND 2018.—For each of fiscal years
2017 and 2018, there are authorized to be appropriated to Office
of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research—

(1) $111,516,000 to carry out this title, of which—

(A) $85,758,000 is authorized for weather laboratories
and cooperative institutes; and

(B) $25,758,000 is authorized for weather and air chem-
istry research programs; and
(2) an additional amount of $20,000,000 for the joint tech-

nology transfer initiative described in section 102(b)(4).

(b) LIMITATION.—No additional funds are authorized to carry
out this title and the amendments made by this title.

TITLE II—SUBSEASONAL AND
SEASONAL FORECASTING INNOVATION

SEC. 201. IMPROVING SUBSEASONAL AND SEASONAL FORECASTS.

Section 1762 of the Food Security Act of 1985 (Public Law
99-198; 15 U.S.C. 313 note) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a), by striking “(a)” and inserting “(a)
FINDINGS.—;
(2) in subsection (b), by striking “(b)” and inserting “(b)
PoLicy.—”; and
(3) by adding at the end the following:
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“(c) FuncTioNs.—The Under Secretary, acting through the
Director of the National Weather Service and the heads of such
other programs of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration as the Under Secretary considers appropriate, shall—

“(1) collect and utilize information in order to make usable,
reliable, and timely foundational forecasts of subseasonal and
seasonal temperature and precipitation;

“(2) leverage existing research and models from the weather
enterprise to improve the forecasts under paragraph (1);

“(3) determine and provide information on how the fore-
casted conditions under paragraph (1) may impact—

“(A) the number and severity of droughts, fires, torna-
does, hurricanes, floods, heat waves, coastal inundation,
winter storms, high impact weather, or other relevant nat-
ural disasters;

“(B) snowpack; and

“(C) sea ice conditions; and
“(4) develop an Internet clearinghouse to provide the fore-

casts under paragraph (1) and the information under para-

graphs (1) and (3) on both national and regional levels.

“(d) COMMUNICATION.—The Director of the National Weather
Service shall provide the forecasts under paragraph (1) of subsection
(c) and the information on their impacts under paragraph (3) of
such subsection to the public, including public and private entities
engaged in planning and preparedness, such as National Weather
Service Core partners at the Federal, regional, State, tribal, and
local levels of government.

“(e) COOPERATION.—The Under Secretary shall build upon
existing forecasting and assessment programs and partnerships,
including—

“(1) by designating research and monitoring activities
related to subseasonal and seasonal forecasts as a priority
in one or more solicitations of the Cooperative Institutes of
the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research;

“(2) by contributing to the interagency Earth System Pre-
diction Capability; and

“(3) by consulting with the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Homeland Security to determine the highest pri-
ority subseasonal and seasonal forecast needs to enhance
national security.

“(f) FORECAST COMMUNICATION COORDINATORS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall foster effec-
tive communication, understanding, and use of the forecasts
by the intended users of the information described in subsection
(d). This may include assistance to States for forecast commu-
nication coordinators to enable local interpretation and plan-
ning based on the information.

“(2) REQUIREMENTS.—For each State that requests assist-
ance under this subsection, the Under Secretary may—

5 “(A) provide funds to support an individual in that

tate—

“(i) to serve as a liaison among the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, other Federal
departments and agencies, the weather enterprise, the
State, and relevant interests within that State; and

“(ii) to receive the forecasts and information under
subsection (¢) and disseminate the forecasts and
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information throughout the State, including to county
and tribal governments; and
“(B) require matching funds of at least 50 percent,
from the State, a university, a nongovernmental organiza-
tion, a trade association, or the private sector.
“(3) LIMITATION.—Assistance to an individual State under
this subsection shall not exceed $100,000 in a fiscal year.
“(g) COOPERATION FROM OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Each Fed-

eral department and agency shall cooperate as appropriate with
the Under Secretary in carrying out this section.

Analysis.

“(h) REPORTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the date
of the enactment of the Weather Research and Forecasting
Innovation Act of 2017, the Under Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a report, including—

“(A) an analysis of the how information from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on sub-
seasonal and seasonal forecasts, as provided under sub-
section (c), is utilized in public planning and preparedness;
“(B) specific plans and goals for the continued develop-
ment of the subseasonal and seasonal forecasts and related
products described in subsection (¢); and
“C) an identification of research, monitoring,
observing, and forecasting requirements to meet the goals

described in subparagraph (B).

“(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the report under para-
graph (1), the Under Secretary shall consult with relevant
Federal, regional, State, tribal, and local government agencies,
research institutions, and the private sector.

“(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) FOUNDATIONAL FORECAST.—The term ‘foundational
forecast’” means basic weather observation and forecast data,
largely in raw form, before further processing is applied.

“(2) NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE CORE PARTNERS.—The
term ‘National Weather Service core partners’ means govern-
ment and nongovernment entities which are directly involved
in the preparation or dissemination of, or discussions involving,
hazardous weather or other emergency information put out
by the National Weather Service.

“(3) SEASONAL.—The term ‘seasonal’ means the time range
between 3 months and 2 years.

“(4) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means a State, a territory,
or possession of the United States, including a Commonwealth,
or the District of Columbia.

“(5) SUBSEASONAL.—The term ‘subseasonal’ means the time
range between 2 weeks and 3 months.

“(6) UNDER SECRETARY.—The term ‘Under Secretary’ means
the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.

“(7) WEATHER INDUSTRY AND WEATHER ENTERPRISE.—The
terms ‘weather industry’ and ‘weather enterprise’ are inter-
changeable in this section and include individuals and organiza-
tions from public, private, and academic sectors that contribute
to the research, development, and production of weather fore-
cast products, and primary consumers of these weather forecast
products.
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“(j) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For each of fiscal
years 2017 and 2018, there are authorized out of funds appropriated
to the National Weather Service, $26,500,000 to carry out the
activities of this section.”.

TITLE III—WEATHER SATELLITE AND

DATA INNOVATION
SEC. 301. NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 15 USC 8531
SATELLITE AND DATA MANAGEMENT. note.

(a) SHORT-TERM MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL OBSERVA-
TIONS.—

(1) MICROSATELLITE CONSTELLATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall complete
and operationalize the Constellation Observing System for
Meteorology, Ionosphere, and Climate—1 and Climate—2
(COSMIC) in effect on the day before the date of the
enactment of this Act—

(i) by deploying constellations of microsatellites
in both the equatorial and polar orbits;

(i) by integrating the resulting data and research
into all national operational and research weather fore-
cast models; and

(iii) by ensuring that the resulting data of National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s COSMIC—
1 and COSMIC-2 programs are free and open to all
communities.

(B) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not less frequently than once
each year until the Under Secretary has completed and
operationalized the program described in subparagraph (A)
pursuant to such subparagraph, the Under Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report on the status of the efforts
of the Under Secretary to carry out such subparagraph.
(2) INTEGRATION OF OCEAN AND COASTAL DATA FROM THE

INTEGRATED OCEAN OBSERVING SYSTEM.—In National Weather Consultation.
Service Regions where the Director of the National Weather
Service determines that ocean and coastal data would improve
forecasts, the Director, in consultation with the Assistant
Administrator for Oceanic and Atmospheric Research and the
Assistant Administrator of the National Ocean Service, shall—

(A) integrate additional coastal and ocean observations,
and other data and research, from the Integrated Ocean
Observing System (I0OS) into regional weather forecasts
to improve weather forecasts and forecasting decision sup-
port systems; and

(B) support the development of real-time data sharing
products and forecast products in collaboration with the
regional associations of such system, including contribu-
tions from the private sector, academia, and research
institutions to ensure timely and accurate use of ocean
and coastal data in regional forecasts.

(3) EXISTING MONITORING AND OBSERVATION-CAPABILITY.—
The Under Secretary shall identify degradation of existing mon-
itoring and observation capabilities that could lead to a reduc-
tion in forecast quality.
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(4) SPECIFICATIONS FOR NEW SATELLITE SYSTEMS OR DATA

DETERMINED BY OPERATIONAL NEEDS.—In developing specifica-
tions for any satellite systems or data to follow the dJoint
Polar Satellite System, Geostationary Operational Environ-
mental Satellites, and any other satellites, in effect on the

day

before the date of enactment of this Act, the Under Sec-

retary shall ensure the specifications are determined to the

extent practicable by the recommendations of the reports under

subsection (b) of this section.

(b) INDEPENDENT STUDY ON FUTURE OF NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION SATELLITE SYSTEMS AND

DATA.—

(1) AGREEMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall seek to
enter into an agreement with the National Academy of
Sciences to perform the services covered by this subsection.

(B) TiIMING.—The Under Secretary shall seek to enter
into the agreement described in subparagraph (A) before
September 30, 2018.

(2) STUDY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Under an agreement between the
Under Secretary and the National Academy of Sciences
under this subsection, the National Academy of Sciences
shall conduct a study on matters concerning future satellite
data needs.

(B) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study wunder
sEbﬁaragraph (A), the National Academy of Sciences
shall—

(i) develop recommendations on how to make the
data portfolio of the Administration more robust and
cost-effective;

(i1) assess the costs and benefits of moving toward
a constellation of many small satellites, standardizing
satellite bus design, relying more on the purchasing
of data, or acquiring data from other sources or
methods;

(iii) identify the environmental observations that
are essential to the performance of weather models,
based on an assessment of Federal, academic, and
private sector weather research, and the cost of
obtaining the environmental data;

(iv) identify environmental observations that
improve the quality of operational and research
weather models in effect on the day before the date
of enactment of this Act;

(v) identify and prioritize new environmental
observations that could contribute to existing and
future weather models; and

(vi) develop recommendations on a portfolio of
environmental observations that balances essential,
quality-improving, and new data, private and nonpri-
vate sources, and space-based and Earth-based sources.
(C) DEADLINE AND REPORT.—In carrying out the study

under subparagraph (A), the National Academy of Sciences
shall complete and transmit to the Under Secretary a
report containing the findings of the National Academy
of Sciences with respect to the study not later than 2
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years after the date on which the Administrator enters

into an agreement with the National Academy of Sciences

under paragraph (1)(A).

(3) ALTERNATE ORGANIZATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Under Secretary is unable
within the period prescribed in subparagraph (B) of para-
graph (1) to enter into an agreement described in subpara-
graph (A) of such paragraph with the National Academy
of Sciences on terms acceptable to the Under Secretary,
the Under Secretary shall seek to enter into such an agree-
ment with another appropriate organization that—

(i) is not part of the Federal Government;

(ii) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and

(iii) has expertise and objectivity comparable to
that of the National Academy of Sciences.

(B) TREATMENT.—If the Under Secretary enters into
an agreement with another organization as described in
subparagraph (A), any reference in this subsection to the
National Academy of Sciences shall be treated as a ref-
erence to the other organization.

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are author-
ized to be appropriated, out of funds appropriated to National
Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service, to
carry out this subsection $1,000,000 for the period encom-
passing fiscal years 2018 through 2019.

SEC. 302. COMMERCIAL WEATHER DATA. 15 USC 8532.

(a) DATA AND HOSTED SATELLITE PAYLOADS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of Commerce may enter
into agreements for—

(1) the purchase of weather data through contracts with Contracts.
commercial providers; and

(2) the placement of weather satellite instruments on
cohosted government or private payloads.

(b) STRATEGY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date Deadline.
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce, in Consultation.
consultation with the Under Secretary, shall submit to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology
of the House of Representatives a strategy to enable the
procurement of quality commercial weather data. The strategy
shall assess the range of commercial opportunities, including
public-private partnerships, for obtaining surface-based, avia-
tion-based, and space-based weather observations. The strategy Plan.
shall include the expected cost-effectiveness of these opportuni-
ties as well as provide a plan for procuring data, including
an expected implementation timeline, from these nongovern-
mental sources, as appropriate.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The strategy shall include—

(A) an analysis of financial or other benefits to, and Analysis.
risks associated with, acquiring commercial weather data

or services, including through multiyear acquisition

approaches;

(B) an identification of methods to address planning,
programming, budgeting, and execution challenges to such
approaches, including—
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(1) how standards will be set to ensure that data
is reliable and effective;

(i1) how data may be acquired through commercial
experimental or innovative techniques and then evalu-
ated for integration into operational use;

(ii1)) how to guarantee public access to all forecast-
critical data to ensure that the United States weather
industry and the public continue to have access to
information critical to their work; and

(iv) in accordance with section 50503 of title 51,
United States Code, methods to address potential
termination liability or cancellation costs associated
with weather data or service contracts; and
(C) an identification of any changes needed in the

requirements development and approval processes of the

Department of Commerce to facilitate effective and efficient

implementation of such strategy.

(3) AUTHORITY FOR AGREEMENTS.—The Assistant Adminis-
trator for National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Informa-
tion Service may enter into multiyear agreements necessary
to carry out the strategy developed under this subsection.

(c) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) CrITERIA.—Not later than 30 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary shall publish
data and metadata standards and specifications for space-based
commercial weather data, including radio occultation data, and,
as soon as possible, geostationary hyperspectral sounder data.

(2) PILOT CONTRACTS.—

(A) CoNTRACTS.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary shall, through
an open competition, enter into at least one pilot contract
with one or more private sector entities capable of providing
data that meet the standards and specifications set by
the Under Secretary for providing commercial weather data
in a manner that allows the Under Secretary to calibrate
and evaluate the data for its use in National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration meteorological models.

(B) ASSESSMENT OF DATA VIABILITY.—Not later than
the date that is 3 years after the date on which the Under
Secretary enters into a contract under subparagraph (A),
the Under Secretary shall assess and submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives the results of a
determination of the extent to which data provided under
the contract entered into under subparagraph (A) meet
the criteria published under paragraph (1) and the extent
to which the pilot program has demonstrated—

(1) the viability of assimilating the commercially
provided data into National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration meteorological models;

(ii) whether, and by how much, the data add value
to weather forecasts; and

(iii) the accuracy, quality, timeliness, validity, reli-
ability, usability, information technology security, and
cost-effectiveness of obtaining commercial weather data
from private sector providers.
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(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For each of fiscal
years 2017 through 2020, there are authorized to be appro-
priated for procurement, acquisition, and construction at
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information
Service, $6,000,000 to carry out this subsection.

(d) OBTAINING FUTURE DATA.—If an assessment under sub-
section (c)(2)(B) demonstrates the ability of commercial weather
data to meet data and metadata standards and specifications pub-
lished under subsection (¢)(1), the Under Secretary shall—

(1) where appropriate, cost-effective, and feasible, obtain
commercial weather data from private sector providers;

(2) as early as possible in the acquisition process for any
future National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration mete-
orological space system, consider whether there is a suitable,
cost-effective, commercial capability available or that will be
available to meet any or all of the observational requirements
by the planned operational date of the system;

(3) if a suitable, cost-effective, commercial capability is Determination.
or will be available as described in paragraph (2), determine
whether it is in the national interest to develop a governmental
meteorological space system; and

(4) submit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Reports.
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Representatives a report
detailing any determination made under paragraphs (2) and
(3).

(e) DATA SHARING PRACTICES.—The Under Secretary shall con-
tinue to meet the international meteorological agreements into
which the Under Secretary has entered, including practices set
forth through World Meteorological Organization Resolution 40.

SEC. 303. UNNECESSARY DUPLICATION. 15 USC 8533.

In meeting the requirements under this title, the Under Sec-
retary shall avoid unnecessary duplication between public and pri-
vate sources of data and the corresponding expenditure of funds
and employment of personnel.

TITLE IV—FEDERAL WEATHER
COORDINATION

SEC. 401. ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION SERVICES WORKING 15 USC 8541.
GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Science Advisory Board shall continue to maintain
a standing working group named the Environmental Information
(S}ervice)s Working Group (in this section referred to as the “Working

roup”)—

(1) to provide advice for prioritizing weather research initia-
tives at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
to produce real improvement in weather forecasting;

(2) to provide advice on existing or emerging technologies
or techniques that can be found in private industry or the
research community that could be incorporated into forecasting
at the National Weather Service to improve forecasting skill;

(3) to identify opportunities to improve—
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(A) communications between weather forecasters, Fed-
eral, State, local, tribal, and other emergency management
personnel, and the public; and

(B) communications and partnerships among the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the
private and academic sectors; and
(4) to address such other matters as the Science Advisory

Board requests of the Working Group.

(b) COMPOSITION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Working Group shall be composed
of leading experts and innovators from all relevant fields of
science and engineering including atmospheric chemistry,
atmospheric physics, meteorology, hydrology, social science, risk
communications, electrical engineering, and computer sciences.
In carrying out this section, the Working Group may organize
into subpanels.

(2) NUMBER.—The Working Group shall be composed of
no fewer than 15 members. Nominees for the Working Group
may be forwarded by the Working Group for approval by the
Science Advisory Board. Members of the Working Group may
choose a chair (or co-chairs) from among their number with
approval by the Science Advisory Board.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently than once each year,
the Working Group shall transmit to the Science Advisory Board
for submission to the Under Secretary a report on progress made
by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in adopting
the Working Group’s recommendations. The Science Advisory Board
shall transmit this report to the Under Secretary. Within 30 days
of receipt of such report, the Under Secretary shall submit to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of
the House of Representatives a copy of such report.

SEC. 402. INTERAGENCY WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORECAST
INNOVATION COORDINATION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director of the Office of Science and
Technology Policy shall establish an Interagency Committee for
Advancing Weather Services to improve coordination of relevant
weather research and forecast innovation activities across the Fed-
eral Government. The Interagency Committee shall—

(1) include participation by the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the Federal Aviation Administration,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and its con-
stituent elements, the National Science Foundation, and such
other agencies involved in weather forecasting research as the
President determines are appropriate;

(2) identify and prioritize top forecast needs and coordinate
those needs against budget requests and program initiatives
across participating offices and agencies; and

(3) share information regarding operational needs and fore-
casting improvements across relevant agencies.

(b) Co-CHAIR.—The Federal Coordinator for Meteorology shall
serve as a co-chair of this panel.

(¢) FURTHER COORDINATION.—The Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy shall take such other steps as are
necessary to coordinate the activities of the Federal Government
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with those of the United States weather industry, State govern-
ments, emergency managers, and academic researchers.

SEC. 403. OFFICE OF OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH AND 15 USC 8543.
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research and the Director of National Weather Service
may establish a program to detail Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research personnel to the National Weather Service and National
Weather Service personnel to the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research.

(b) GoAaL.—The goal of this program is to enhance forecasting
innovation through regular, direct interaction between the Office
of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research’s world-class scientists and
the National Weather Service’s operational staff.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The program shall allow up to 10 Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research staff and National Weather
Service staff to spend up to 1 year on detail. Candidates shall
be jointly selected by the Assistant Administrator for Oceanic and
g&tmospheric Research and the Director of the National Weather

ervice.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less frequently than once each year,
the Under Secretary shall submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on participation in such program and shall highlight any
innovations that come from this interaction.

SEC. 404. VISITING FELLOWS AT NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE. 15 USC 8544.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the National Weather Service
may establish a program to host postdoctoral fellows and academic
Eesearchers at any of the National Centers for Environmental Pre-

iction.

(b) GoAL.—This program shall be designed to provide direct
interaction between forecasters and talented academic and private
sector researchers in an effort to bring innovation to forecasting
tools and techniques to the National Weather Service.

(c) SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT.—Such fellows shall be
competitively selected and appointed for a term not to exceed 1
year.

SEC. 405. WARNING COORDINATION METEOROLOGISTS AT WEATHER 15 USC 8545.
FORECAST OFFICES OF NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE.

(a) DESIGNATION OF WARNING COORDINATION METEOROLO-
GISTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the National Weather
Service shall designate at least one warning coordination mete-
%rologist at each weather forecast office of the National Weather

ervice.

(2) NO ADDITIONAL EMPLOYEES AUTHORIZED.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to authorize or require a change
in the authorized number of full time equivalent employees
in the National Weather Service or otherwise result in the
employment of any additional employees.

(3) PERFORMANCE BY OTHER EMPLOYEES.—Performance of
the responsibilities outlined in this section is not limited to
the warning coordination meteorologist position.
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(b) PRIMARY ROLE OF WARNING COORDINATION METEOROLO-
GISTS.—The primary role of the warning coordination meteorologist
shall be to carry out the responsibilities required by this section.

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), consistent with
the analysis described in section 409, and in order to increase
impact-based decision support services, each warning coordina-
tion meteorologist designated under subsection (a) shall—

(A) be responsible for providing service to the
geographic area of responsibility covered by the weather
forecast office at which the warning coordination meteorolo-
gist is employed to help ensure that users of products
of the National Weather Service can respond effectively
to improve outcomes from weather events;

(B) liaise with users of products and services of the
National Weather Service, such as the public, media out-
lets, users in the aviation, marine, and agricultural commu-
nities, and forestry, land, and water management interests,
to evaluate the adequacy and usefulness of the products
and services of the National Weather Service;

Collaboration. (C) collaborate with such weather forecast offices and
State, local, and tribal government agencies as the Director
considers appropriate in developing, proposing, and imple-
menting plans to develop, modify, or tailor products and
services of the National Weather Service to improve the
usefulness of such products and services;

(D) ensure the maintenance and accuracy of severe
weather call lists, appropriate office severe weather policy
or procedures, and other severe weather or dissemination
methodologies or strategies; and

(E) work closely with State, local, and tribal emergency
management agencies, and other agencies related to dis-
aster management, to ensure a planned, coordinated, and
effective preparedness and response effort.

(2) OTHER STAFF.—The Director may assign a responsibility
set forth in paragraph (1) to such other staff as the Director
considers appropriate to carry out such responsibility.

(d) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), a warning
coordination meteorologist designated under subsection (a)
may—

(A) work with a State agency to develop plans for
promoting more effective use of products and services of
the National Weather Service throughout the State;

(B) identify priority community preparedness objec-
tives;

(C) develop plans to meet the objectives identified
under paragraph (2); and

(D) conduct severe weather event preparedness plan-
ning and citizen education efforts with and through various
State, local, and tribal government agencies and other dis-
aster management-related organizations.

(2) OTHER STAFF.—The Director may assign a responsibility
set forth in paragraph (1) to such other staff as the Director
considers appropriate to carry out such responsibility.

(e) PLACEMENT WITH STATE AND LOCAL EMERGENCY MAN-
AGERS.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this section, the Director
of the National Weather Service may place a warning coordina-
tion meteorologist designated under subsection (a) with a State
or local emergency manager if the Director considers doing
S0 is necessary or convenient to carry out this section.

(2) TREATMENT.—If the Director determines that the place- Determination.
ment of a warning coordination meteorologist placed with a
State or local emergency manager under paragraph (1) is near
a weather forecast office of the National Weather Service, such
placement shall be treated as designation of the warning
coordination meteorologist at such weather forecast office for
purposes of subsection (a).

SEC. 406. IMPROVING NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION COMMUNICATION OF HAZARDOUS
WEATHER AND WATER EVENTS.

(a) PURPOSE OF SYSTEM.—For purposes of the assessment
required by subsection (b)(1)(A), the purpose of National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration system for issuing watches and
warnings regarding hazardous weather and water events shall be
risk communication to the general public that informs action to
prevent loss of life and property.

(b) ASSESSMENT OF SYSTEM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after the date Deadline.

of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary shall—

(A) assess the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration system for issuing watches and warnings
regarding hazardous weather and water events; and

(B) submit to Congress a report on the findings of Reports.
the Under Secretary with respect to the assessment con-
ducted under subparagraph (A).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The assessment required by paragraph
(1)(A) shall include the following:

(A) An evaluation of whether the National Oceanic Evaluation.
and Atmospheric Administration system for issuing
watches and warnings regarding hazardous weather and
water events meets the purpose described in subsection
(a).

(B) Development of recommendations for— Recommenda-

(i) legislative and administrative action to improve tions.
the system described in paragraph (1)(A); and

(i1) such research as the Under Secretary considers
necessary to address the focus areas described in para-

graph (3).

(3) Focus AREAS.—The assessment required by paragraph
(1)(A) shall focus on the following:

(A) Ways to communicate the risks posed by hazardous
weather or water events to the public that are most likely
to result in action to mitigate the risk.

(B) Ways to communicate the risks posed by hazardous
weather or water events to the public as broadly and rap-
idly as practicable.

(C) Ways to preserve the benefits of the existing
watches and warnings system.

(D) Ways to maintain the utility of the watches and
warnings system for Government and commercial users
of the system.
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(4) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the assessment required
by paragraph (1)(A), the Under Secretary shall—

(A) consult with such line offices within the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration as the Under Sec-
retary considers relevant, including the National Ocean
Service, the National Weather Service, and the Office of
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research;

(B) consult with individuals in the academic sector,
including individuals in the field of social and behavioral
sciences, and other weather services;

(C) consult with media outlets that will be distributing
the watches and warnings;

(D) consult with non-Federal forecasters that produce
alternate severe weather risk communication products;

(E) consult with emergency planners and responders,
including State and local emergency management agencies,
and other government users of the watches and warnings
system, including the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the Office of Personnel Management, the Coast
Guard, and such other Federal agencies as the Under Sec-
retary determines rely on watches and warnings for oper-
ational decisions; and

(F) make use of the services of the National Academy
of Sciences, as the Under Secretary considers necessary
and practicable, including contracting with the National
Research Council to review the scientific and technical
soundness of the assessment required by paragraph (1)(A),
including the recommendations developed under paragraph
(2)(B).

(5) METHODOLOGIES.—In conducting the assessment
required by paragraph (1)(A), the Under Secretary shall use
such methodologies as the Under Secretary considers are gen-
erally accepted by the weather enterprise, including social and
behavioral sciences.

(c) IMPROVEMENTS TO SYSTEM.—
Recommenda- (1) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary shall, based on the
tions. assessment required by subsection (b)(1)(A), make such rec-
ommendations to Congress to improve the system as the Under
Secretary considers necessary—

(A) to improve the system for issuing watches and
warnings regarding hazardous weather and water events;
and

(B) to support efforts to satisfy research needs to enable
future improvements to such system.

(2) REQUIREMENTS REGARDING RECOMMENDATIONS.—In car-
rying out paragraph (1)(A), the Under Secretary shall ensure
that any recommendation that the Under Secretary considers
a major change—

(A) is validated by social and behavioral science using
a generalizable sample;

(B) accounts for the needs of various demographics,
vulnerable populations, and geographic regions;

(C) accounts for the differences between types of
weather and water hazards;

(D) responds to the needs of Federal, State, and local
government partners and media partners; and
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(E) accounts for necessary changes to Federally oper-
ated watch and warning propagation and dissemination
infrastructure and protocols.

(d) WATCHES AND WARNINGS DEFINED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph (2), in
this section, the terms “watch” and “warning”, with respect
to a hazardous weather and water event, mean products issued
by the Administration, intended for consumption by the general
public, to alert the general public to the potential for or presence
of the event and to inform action to prevent loss of life and
property.

(2) EXCEPTION.—In this section, the terms “watch” and
“warning” do not include technical or specialized meteorological
and hydrological forecasts, outlooks, or model guidance prod-
ucts.

SEC. 407. NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 15 USC 8546.
WEATHER READY ALL HAZARDS AWARD PROGRAM.

(a) PROGRAM.—The Director of the National Weather Service
is authorized to establish the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Weather Ready All Hazards Award Program. This
award program shall provide annual awards to honor individuals
or organizations that use or provide National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio All Hazards receivers
or transmitters to save lives and protect property. Individuals or
organizations that utilize other early warning tools or applications
also qualify for this award.

(b) GoAL.—This award program draws attention to the life-
saving work of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion Weather Ready All Hazards Program, as well as emerging
tools and applications, that provide real-time warning to individuals
and communities of severe weather or other hazardous conditions.

(c) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—

(1) NOMINATIONS.—Nominations for this award shall be
made annually by the Weather Field Offices to the Director
of the National Weather Service. Broadcast meteorologists,
weather radio manufacturers and weather warning tool and
application developers, emergency managers, and public safety
officials may nominate individuals or organizations to their
local Weather Field Offices, but the final list of award nominees
must come from the Weather Field Offices.

(2) SELECTION OF AWARDEES.—Annually, the Director of
the National Weather Service shall choose winners of this
award whose timely actions, based on National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Weather Radio All Hazards
receivers or transmitters or other early warning tools and
applications, saved lives or property, or demonstrated public
service in support of weather or all hazard warnings.

(3) AWARD CEREMONY.—The Director of the National
Weather Service shall establish a means of making these
awards to provide maximum public awareness of the impor-
tance of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Weather Radio, and such other warning tools and applications
as are represented in the awards.
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Deadline.
Reports.

Contracts.
Analysis.

15 USC 8547.

SEC. 408. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE WEATHER FORECASTING ACTIVI-
TIES.

Not later than 60 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Under Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Represent-
atives a report analyzing the impacts of the proposed Air Force
divestiture in the United States Weather Research and Forecasting
Model, including—

(1) the impact on—
(A) the United States weather forecasting capabilities;
(B) the accuracy of civilian regional forecasts;
(C) the civilian readiness for traditional weather and
extreme weather events in the United States; and
(D) the research necessary to develop the United States
Weather Research and Forecasting Model; and
(2) such other analysis relating to the divestiture as the
Under Secretary considers appropriate.

SEC. 409. NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE; OPERATIONS AND
WORKFORCE ANALYSIS.

The Under Secretary shall contract or continue to partner
with an external organization to conduct a baseline analysis of
National Weather Service operations and workforce.

SEC. 410. REPORT ON CONTRACT POSITIONS AT NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report on the use of contractors at the National
Weather Service for the most recently completed fiscal year.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by subsection (a) shall
include, with respect to the most recently completed fiscal year,
the following:

(1) The total number of full-time equivalent employees
at the National Weather Service, disaggregated by each equiva-
lent level of the General Schedule.

(2) The total number of full-time equivalent contractors
at the National Weather Service, disaggregated by each equiva-
lent level of the General Schedule that most closely approxi-
mates their duties.

(3) The total number of vacant positions at the National
Weather Service on the day before the date of enactment of
this Act, disaggregated by each equivalent level of the General
Schedule.

(4) The five most common positions filled by full-time
equivalent contractors at the National Weather Service and
the equivalent level of the General Schedule that most closely
approximates the duties of such positions.

(5) Of the positions identified under paragraph (4), the
percentage of full-time equivalent contractors in those positions
that have held a prior position at the National Weather Service
or another entity in National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

(6) The average full-time equivalent salary for Federal
employees at the National Weather Service for each equivalent
level of the General Schedule.
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(7) The average salary for full-time equivalent contractors
performing at each equivalent level of the General Schedule

at the National Weather Service.

(8) A description of any actions taken by the Under Sec-

retary to respond to the issues raised by the Inspector General

of the Department of Commerce regarding the hiring of former

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration employees

as contractors at the National Weather Service such as the

issues raised in the Investigative Report dated June 2, 2015

(0IG-12-0447).

(c) ANNUAL PUBLICATION.—For each fiscal year after the fiscal Deadline.
year covered by the report required by subsection (a), the Under Web posting.
Secretary shall, not later than 180 days after the completion of
the fiscal year, publish on a publicly accessible Internet website
the information described in paragraphs (1) through (8) of sub-
section (b) for such fiscal year.

SEC. 411. WEATHER IMPACTS TO COMMUNITIES AND INFRASTRUC-
TURE.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the National Weather

Service shall review existing research, products, and services

that meet the specific needs of the urban environment, given

its unique physical characteristics and forecasting challenges.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The review required by paragraph (1) shall
include research, products, and services with the potential to
improve modeling and forecasting capabilities, taking into
account factors including varying building heights, impermeable
surfaces, lack of tree canopy, traffic, pollution, and inter-
building wind effects.

(b) REPORT AND ASSESSMENT.—Upon completion of the review
required by subsection (a), the Under Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report on the research, products, and services of the
National Weather Service, including an assessment of such
research, products, and services that is based on the review, public
%omment, and recent publications by the National Academy of

ciences.

SEC. 412. WEATHER ENTERPRISE OUTREACH. 15 USC 8548.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary may establish mecha-
nisms for outreach to the weather enterprise—

(1) to assess the weather forecasts and forecast products Assessment.
provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-

tion; and

(2) to determine the highest priority weather forecast needs Determination.

of the community described in subsection (b).

(b) OUTREACH COMMUNITY.—In conducting outreach under sub- Contracts.
section (a), the Under Secretary shall contact leading experts and
innovators from relevant stakeholders, including the representatives
from the following:

(1) State or local emergency management agencies.
(2) State agriculture agencies.
(3) Indian tribes (as defined in section 4 of the Indian

Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C.

5304)) and Native Hawaiians (as defined in section 6207 of

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.

7517)).

(4) The private aerospace industry.
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15 USC 8549.

Deadline.

Assessment.

(5) The private earth observing industry.

(6) The operational forecasting community.

(7) The academic community.

(8) Professional societies that focus on meteorology.

(9) Such other stakeholder groups as the Under Secretary
considers appropriate.

SEC. 413. HURRICANE HUNTER AIRCRAFT.

(a) BACKUP CAPABILITY.—The Under Secretary shall acquire
backup for the capabilities of the WP—3D Orion and G-IV hurricane
aircraft of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
that is sufficient to prevent a single point of failure.

(b) AUTHORITY TO ENTER AGREEMENTS.—In order to carry out
subsection (a), the Under Secretary shall negotiate and enter into
1 or more agreements or contracts, to the extent practicable and
necessary, with governmental and non-governmental entities.

(¢) FUTURE TECHNOLOGY.—The Under Secretary shall continue
the development of Airborne Phased Array Radar under the United
States Weather Research Program.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For each of fiscal
years 2017 through 2020, support for implementing subsections
(a) and (b) is authorized out of funds appropriated to the Office
of Marine and Aviation Operations.

SEC. 414. STUDY ON GAPS IN NEXRAD COVERAGE AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS TO ADDRESS SUCH GAPS.

(a) STUDY ON GAPS IN NEXRAD COVERAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce shall
complete a study on gaps in the coverage of the Next Generation
Weather Radar of the National Weather Service (“NEXRAD”).

(2) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the study required under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) identify areas in the United States where limited
or no NEXRAD coverage has resulted in—

(i) instances in which no or insufficient warnings
were given for hazardous weather events, including
tornadoes; or

(ii) degraded forecasts for hazardous weather
events that resulted in fatalities, significant injuries,
or substantial property damage; and
(B) for the areas identified under subparagraph (A)—

(1) identify the key weather effects for which pre-
diction would improve with improved radar detection;

(i1) identify additional sources of observations for
high impact weather that were available and oper-
ational for such areas on the day before the date of
the enactment of this Act, including dense networks
of x-band radars, Terminal Doppler Weather Radar
(commonly known as “TDWR”), air surveillance radars
of the Federal Aviation Administration, and coopera-
tive network observers;

(iii) assess the feasibility and advisability of efforts
to integrate and upgrade Federal radar capabilities
that are not owned or controlled by the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, including radar
capabilities of the Federal Aviation Administration and
the Department of Defense;
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(iv) assess the feasibility and advisability of incor-
porating State-operated and other non-Federal radars
into the operations of the National Weather Service;

(v) identify options to improve hazardous weather
detection and forecasting coverage; and

(vi) provide the estimated cost of, and timeline
for, each of the options identified under clause (v).

(3) REPORT.—Upon the completion of the study required
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the

House of Representatives a report that includes the findings

of the Secretary with respect to the study.

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE RADAR COVERAGE.—Not Deadline.
later than 90 days after the completion of the study under sub-
section (a)(1), the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the
congressional committees referred to in subsection (a)(3) rec-
ommendations for improving hazardous weather detection and fore-
casting coverage in the areas identified under subsection (a)(2)(A)
by integrating additional observation solutions to the extent prac-
ticfable and meteorologically justified and necessary to protect public
safety.

(c) THIRD-PARTY CONSULTATION REGARDING RECOMMENDATIONS
TO IMPROVE RADAR COVERAGE.—The Secretary of Commerce may
seek reviews by, or consult with, appropriate third parties regarding
the scientific methodology relating to, and the feasibility and advis-
ability of implementing, the recommendations submitted under sub-
section (b), including the extent to which warning and forecast
services of the National Weather Service would be improved by
additional observations.

TITLE V—TSUNAMI WARNING, EDU- toumani
CATION, AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2017  riaton and

Research Act
of 2017.
SEC. 501. SHORT TITLE. 33 USC 3201

This title may be cited as the “T'sunami Warning, Education, note.

and Research Act of 2017”.

SEC. 502. REFERENCES TO THE TSUNAMI WARNING AND EDUCATION
ACT.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, whenever in this title
an amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, the reference shall
be considered to be made to a section or other provision of the
Tsunami Warning and Education Act enacted as title VIII of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479; 33 U.S.C. 3201
et seq.).

SEC. 503. EXPANSION OF PURPOSES OF TSUNAMI WARNING AND EDU-
CATION ACT.

Section 803 (33 U.S.C. 3202) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting “research,” after
“warnings,”;

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as follows:
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“(2) to enhance and modernize the existing United States
Tsunami Warning System to increase the accuracy of forecasts
and warnings, to ensure full coverage of tsunami threats to
the United States with a network of detection assets, and
to reduce false alarms;”;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as follows:

“(3) to improve and develop standards and guidelines for
mapping, modeling, and assessment efforts to improve tsunami
detection, forecasting, warnings, notification, mitigation, resil-
iency, response, outreach, and recovery;”;

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) as para-
graphs (5), (6), and (8), respectively;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3) the following:

“(4) to improve research efforts related to improving tsu-
nami detection, forecasting, warnings, notification, mitigation,
resiliency, response, outreach, and recovery;”;

(6) in paragraph (5), as redesignated—

(A) by striking “and increase” and inserting “, increase,
and develop uniform standards and guidelines for”; and

(B) by inserting “, including the warning signs of locally
generated tsunami” after “approaching”;

(7) in paragraph (6), as redesignated, by striking ,
incclluding the Indian Ocean; and” and inserting a semicolon;
an

(8) by inserting after paragraph (6), as redesignated, the
following:

“(7) to foster resilient communities in the face of tsunami
and other similar coastal hazards; and”.

SEC. 504. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI FORECASTING AND WARNING

PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 804 (33 U.S.C.

3203(a)) is amended by striking “Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea,
and Gulf of Mexico region” and inserting “Atlantic Ocean region,
including the Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mexico”.

(b) COMPONENTS.—Subsection (b) of section 804 (33 U.S.C.

3203(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “established” and inserting
“supported or maintained”;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (7) through (9) as para-
graphs (8) through (10), respectively;

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through (6) as para-
graphs (3) through (7), respectively;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1) the following:

“(2) to the degree practicable, maintain not less than 80
percent of the Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of
Tsunamis buoy array at operational capacity to optimize data
reliability;”.

(5) by amending paragraph (5), as redesignated by para-
graph (3), to read as follows:

“(5) provide tsunami forecasting capability based on models
and measurements, including tsunami inundation models and
maps for use in increasing the preparedness of communities
and safeguarding port and harbor operations, that incorporate
inputs, including—

“(A) the United States and global ocean and coastal
observing system;
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“(B) the global Earth observing system;

“(C) the global seismic network;

“(D) the Advanced National Seismic system:;

“(E) tsunami model validation using historical and
paleotsunami data;

“(F) digital elevation models and bathymetry; and

“(G) newly developing tsunami detection methodologies
using satellites and airborne remote sensing;”;

(6) by amending paragraph (7), as redesignated by para-
graph (3), to read as follows:

“(7) include a cooperative effort among the Administration,
the United States Geological Survey, and the National Science
Foundation under which the Director of the United States
Geological Survey and the Director of the National Science
Foundation shall—

“(A) provide rapid and reliable seismic information to
the Administrator from international and domestic seismic
networks; and

“(B) support seismic stations installed before the date
of the enactment of the Tsunami Warning, Education, and
Research Act of 2017 to supplement coverage in areas
of sparse instrumentation;”;

(7) in paragraph (8), as redesignated by paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting “, including graphical warning prod-
ucts,” after “warnings”;

(B) by inserting “, territories,” after “States”; and

(C) by inserting “and Wireless Emergency Alerts” after
“Hazards Program”; and
(8) in paragraph (9), as redesignated by paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting “provide and” before “allow”; and

(B) by inserting “and commercial and Federal undersea
communications cables” after “observing technologies”.

(c) TsuNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—Subsection (c¢) of section 804
(33 U.S.C. 3203(c)) is amended to read as follows:

“(c) TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The program under this sec-
tion shall operate a tsunami warning system that—

“(1) is capable of forecasting tsunami, including forecasting
tsunami arrival time and inundation estimates, anywhere in
the Pacific and Arctic Ocean regions and providing adequate
warnings;

“(2) is capable of forecasting and providing adequate
warnings, including tsunami arrival time and inundation
models where applicable, in areas of the Atlantic Ocean,
including the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico, that are
determined—

“(A) to be geologically active, or to have significant
potential for geological activity; and

“(B) to pose significant risks of tsunami for States
along the coastal areas of the Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean
Sea, or Gulf of Mexico; and
“(3) supports other international tsunami forecasting and

warning efforts.”.

(d) TsunaMI WARNING CENTERS.—Subsection (d) of section 804
(33 U.S.C. 3203(d)) is amended to read as follows:

“(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—
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“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall support or
maintain centers to support the tsunami warning system
required by subsection (c). The Centers shall include—

“(A) the National Tsunami Warning Center, located
in Alaska, which is primarily responsible for Alaska and
the continental United States;

“(B) the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, located in
Hawaii, which is primarily responsible for Hawaii, the
Caribbean, and other areas of the Pacific not covered by
the National Center; and

“(C) any additional forecast and warning centers deter-
mined by the National Weather Service to be necessary.
“(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibilities of the centers

supported or maintained under paragraph (1) shall include
the following:

“(A) Continuously monitoring data from seismological,
deep ocean, coastal sea level, and tidal monitoring stations
and other data sources as may be developed and deployed.

Evaluation. “(B) Evaluating earthquakes, landslides, and volcanic
eruptions that have the potential to generate tsunami.
Evaluation. “(C) Evaluating deep ocean buoy data and tidal moni-

toring stations for indications of tsunami resulting from

earthquakes and other sources.

“D) To the extent practicable, utilizing a range of
models, including ensemble models, to predict tsunami,
including arrival times, flooding estimates, coastal and
harbor currents, and duration.

“(E) Using data from the Integrated Ocean Observing
System of the Administration in coordination with regional
associations to calculate new inundation estimates and
periodically update existing inundation estimates.

“(F) Disseminating forecasts and tsunami warning bul-
letins to Federal, State, tribal, and local government offi-
cials and the public.

Coordination. “(G) Coordinating with the tsunami hazard mitigation
program conducted under section 805 to ensure ongoing
sharing of information between forecasters and emergency
management officials.

Coordination. “(H) In coordination with the Commandant of the Coast
Guard and the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, evaluating and recommending proce-
dures for ports and harbors at risk of tsunami inundation,
including review of readiness, response, and communication
strategies, and data sharing policies, to the maximum
extent practicable.

“I) Making data gathered under this Act and post-
warning analyses conducted by the National Weather
Service or other relevant Administration offices available
to the public.

“(J) Integrating and modernizing the program operated
under this section with advances in tsunami science to
improve performance without compromising service.

“(3) FAIL-SAFE WARNING CAPABILITY.—The tsunami warning
centers supported or maintained under paragraph (1) shall
maintain a fail-safe warning capability and perform back-up
duties for each other.
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“(4) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE.—
The Administrator shall coordinate with the forecast offices
of the National Weather Service, the centers supported or main-
tained under paragraph (1), and such program offices of the
Administration as the Administrator or the coordinating com-
mittee, as established in section 805(d), consider appropriate
to ensure that regional and local forecast offices—

“(A) have the technical knowledge and capability to
disseminate tsunami warnings for the communities they
serve;

“(B) leverage connections with local emergency
management officials for optimally disseminating tsunami
warnings and forecasts; and

“(C) implement mass communication tools in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of the Tsunami
Warning, Education, and Research Act of 2017 used by
the National Weather Service on such date and newer
mass communication technologies as they are developed
as a part of the Weather-Ready Nation program of the
Administration, or otherwise, for the purpose of timely
and effective delivery of tsunami warnings.

“(5) UNIFORM OPERATING PROCEDURES.—The Administrator
shall—

“(A) develop uniform operational procedures for the
centers supported or maintained under paragraph (1),
including the use of software applications, checklists, deci-
sion support tools, and tsunami warning products that
have been standardized across the program supported
under this section;

“(B) ensure that processes and products of the warning
system operated under subsection (¢)—

“(i) reflect industry best practices when prac-
ticable;

“(i1) conform to the maximum extent practicable
with internationally recognized standards for informa-
tion technology; and

“(iii) conform to the maximum extent practicable
with other warning products and practices of the
National Weather Service;

“C) ensure that future adjustments to operational
protocols, processes, and warning products—

“(1) are made consistently across the warning
system operated under subsection (c); and

“(ii) are applied in a uniform manner across such
warning system,;

“(D) establish a systematic method for information
technology product development to improve long-term tech-
nology planning efforts; and

“(E) disseminate guidelines and metrics for evaluating
and improving tsunami forecast models.

“(6) AVAILABLE RESOURCES.—The Administrator, through
the National Weather Service, shall ensure that resources are
available to fulfill the obligations of this Act. This includes
ensuring supercomputing resources are available to run, as
rapidly as possible, such computer models as are needed for
purposes of the tsunami warning system operated under sub-
section (c).”.



131 STAT. 120 PUBLIC LAW 115-25—APR. 18, 2017

Requirements.

Plan.

(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADES.—
Subsection (e) of section 804 (33 U.S.C. 3203(e)) is amended to
read as follows:

“(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTENANCE AND
UPGRADES.—In carrying out this section, the Administrator shall—

“(1) develop requirements for the equipment used to fore-
cast tsunami, including—

“(A) provisions for multipurpose detection platforms;

“(B) reliability and performance metrics; and

“(C) to the maximum extent practicable, requirements
for the integration of equipment with other United States
and global ocean and coastal observation systems, the
global Earth observing system of systems, the global
seismic networks, and the Advanced National Seismic

System,;

“(2) develop and execute a plan for the transfer of tech-
nology from ongoing research conducted as part of the program
supported or maintained under section 6 into the program
under this section; and

“(3) ensure that the Administration’s operational tsunami
detection equipment is properly maintained.”.

(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—Subsection (f) of section 804 (33
U.S.C. 3203(f)) is amended to read as follows:

“(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—When deploying and maintaining
tsunami detection technologies under the program under this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall—

“(1) identify which assets of other Federal agencies are
necessary to support such program; and

“2) work with each agency identified under paragraph
(1H)—

“(A) to acquire the agency’s assistance; and
“(B) to prioritize the necessary assets in support of
the tsunami forecast and warning program.”.

(g) UNNECESSARY PROVISIONS.—Section 804 (33 U.S.C. 3203)
is further amended—

(1) by striking subsection (g);

(2) by striking subsections (i) through (k); and

(3) by redesignating subsection (h) as subsection (g).

(h) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATIONS.—Subsection (g) of section
804 (33 U.S.C. 3203(g)), as redesignated by subsection (g)(3), is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) as subpara-
graphs (A) and (B), respectively, and moving such subpara-
graphs 2 ems to the right;

(2) in the matter before subparagraph (A), as redesignated
by paragraph (2), by striking “The Administrator” and inserting
the following:

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator”;

(3) in paragraph (1), as redesignated by paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), as redesignated by paragraph

(2), by striking “and” at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by paragraph

(2), by striking the period at the end and inserting

and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:
1 “(C) the occurrence of a significant tsunami warning.”;
an
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(4) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) CONTENTS.—In a case in which notice is submitted Deadline.
under paragraph (1) within 30 days of a significant tsunami
warning described in subparagraph (C) of such paragraph, such
notice shall include, as appropriate, brief information and anal-
ysis of—

“(A) the accuracy of the tsunami model used,;

“(B) the specific deep ocean or other monitoring equip-
ment that detected the incident, as well as the deep ocean
or other monitoring equipment that did not detect the
incident due to malfunction or other reasons;

“(C) the effectiveness of the warning communication,
including the dissemination of warnings with State, terri-
tory, local, and tribal partners in the affected area under
the jurisdiction of the National Weather Service; and

“(D) such other findings as the Administrator considers
appropriate.”.

SEC. 505. MODIFICATION OF NATIONAL TSUNAMI HAZARD MITIGATION
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 805(a) (33 U.S.C. 3204(a)) is amended
to read as follows:

“(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Administrator, in coordination Coordination.
with the Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency and the heads of such other agencies as the Administrator
considers relevant, shall conduct a community-based tsunami
hazard mitigation program to improve tsunami preparedness and
resiliency of at-risk areas in the United States and the territories
of the United States.”.

(b) NATIONAL TSUNAMI HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAM.—Section
805 (33 U.S.C. 3204) is amended by striking subsections (¢) and
(d) and inserting the following:

“(c) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—The Program conducted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

“(1) Technical and financial assistance to coastal States,
territories, tribes, and local governments to develop and imple-
ment activities under this section.

“(2) Integration of tsunami preparedness and mitigation
programs into ongoing State-based hazard warning, resilience
planning, and risk management activities, including predisaster
planning, emergency response, evacuation planning, disaster
recovery, hazard mitigation, and community development and
redevelopment planning programs in affected areas.

“(3) Coordination with other Federal preparedness and Coordination.
mitigation programs to leverage Federal investment, avoid
duplication, and maximize effort.

“(4) Activities to promote the adoption of tsunami resilience,
preparedness, warning, and mitigation measures by Federal,
State, territorial, tribal, and local governments and nongovern-
mental entities, including educational and risk communication
programs to discourage development in high-risk areas.

“(5) Activities to support the development of regional tsu-
nami hazard and risk assessments. Such regional risk assess-
ments may include the following:

“(A) The sources, sizes, and other relevant historical
data of tsunami in the region, including paleotsunami data.
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“(B) Inundation models and maps of critical infrastruc-
ture and socioeconomic vulnerability in areas subject to
tsunami inundation.

“(C) Maps of evacuation areas and evacuation routes,
including, when appropriate, traffic studies that evaluate
the viability of evacuation routes.

“(D) Evaluations of the size of populations that will
require evacuation, including populations with special
evacuation needs.

“(E) Evaluations and technical assistance for vertical
evacuation structure planning for communities where
models indicate limited or no ability for timely evacuation,
especially in areas at risk of near shore generated tsunami.

“(F) Evaluation of at-risk ports and harbors.

“(G) Evaluation of the effect of tsunami currents on
the foundations of closely-spaced, coastal high-rise struc-
tures.

“(6) Activities to promote preparedness in at-risk ports
and harbors, including the following:

“(A) Evaluation and recommendation of procedures for
ports and harbors in the event of a distant or near-field
tsunami.

“(B) A review of readiness, response, and communica-
tion strategies to ensure coordination and data sharing
with the Coast Guard.

“(7) Activities to support the development of community-
based outreach and education programs to ensure community
readiness and resilience, including the following:

“(A) The development, implementation, and assessment
of technical training and public education programs,
including education programs that address unique
characteristics of distant and near-field tsunami.

“(B) The development of decision support tools.

“(C) The incorporation of social science research into
community readiness and resilience efforts.

“D) The development of evidence-based education
guidelines.

“(8) Dissemination of guidelines and standards for commu-
nity planning, education, and training products, programs, and
tools, including—

“(A) standards for—

“(1) mapping products;
“(ii) inundation models; and
“(iii) effective emergency exercises; and

“(B) recommended guidance for at-risk port and harbor
tsunami warning, evacuation, and response procedures in
coordination with the Coast Guard and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.

“(d) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—In addition to activities con-
ducted under subsection (c), the program conducted under sub-
section (a) may include the following:

“(1) Multidisciplinary vulnerability assessment research,
education, and training to help integrate risk management
and resilience objectives with community development planning
and policies.
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“(2) Risk management training for local officials and
community organizations to enhance understanding and
preparedness.

“(3) In coordination with the Federal Emergency Manage- Coordination.
ment Agency, interagency, Federal, State, tribal, and territorial
intergovernmental tsunami response exercise planning and
implementation in high risk areas.

“(4) Development of practical applications for existing or
emerging technologies, such as modeling, remote sensing,
geospatial technology, engineering, and observing systems,
including the integration of tsunami sensors into Federal and
commercial submarine telecommunication cables if practicable.

“(5) Risk management, risk assessment, and resilience data
and information services, including—

“(A) access to data and products derived from observing
and detection systems; and

“(B) development and maintenance of new integrated
data products to support risk management, risk assess-
ment, and resilience programs.

“(6) Risk notification systems that coordinate with and
build upon existing systems and actively engage decision-
makers, State, local, tribal, and territorial governments and
agencies, business communities, nongovernmental organiza-
tions, and the media.

“(e) No PREEMPTION WITH RESPECT TO DESIGNATION OF AT-
RISK AREAS.—The establishment of national standards for inunda-
tion models under this section shall not prevent States, territories,
tribes, and local governments from designating additional areas
as being at risk based on knowledge of local conditions.

“f) No NEw REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this Act
may be construed as establishing new regulatory authority for
any Federal agency.”.

(¢c) REPORT ON ACCREDITATION OF TSUNAMIREADY PROGRAM.—
Not later than 180 days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration shall submit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on which authorities and activities would be needed to
have the TsunamiReady program of the National Weather Service
accredited by the Emergency Management Accreditation Program.

SEC. 506. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI RESEARCH PROGRAM.

Section 806 (33 U.S.C. 3205) is amended—

(1) in the matter before paragraph (1), by striking “The
Administrator shall” and all that follows through “establish
or maintain” and inserting the following:

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, in consultation Consultation.
with such other Federal agencies, State, tribal, and territorial
governments, and academic institutions as the Administrator con-
siders appropriate, the coordinating committee under section 805(d),
and the panel under section 808(a), support or maintain”;

(2) in subsection (a), as designated by paragraph (1), by
striking “and assessment for tsunami tracking and numerical
forecast modeling. Such research program shall—" and
inserting the following: “assessment for tsunami tracking and
numerical forecast modeling, and standards development.
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Coordination.

“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The research program supported or
maintained under subsection (a) shall—”; and

(3) in subsection (b), as designated by paragraph (2)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as follows:

“(1) consider other appropriate and cost effective solutions
to mitigate the impact of tsunami, including the improvement
of near-field and distant tsunami detection and forecasting
capabilities, which may include use of a new generation of
the Deep-ocean Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis array,
integration of tsunami sensors into commercial and Federal
telecommunications cables, and other real-time tsunami moni-
toring systems and supercomputer capacity of the Administra-
tion to develop a rapid tsunami forecast for all United States
coastlines;”;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking “include” and inserting “conduct”;
and

(i1) by striking “and” at the end;
(C) by redesignating paragraph (4) as paragraph (5);
(D) by inserting after paragraph (3) the following:

“(4) develop the technical basis for validation of tsunami
maps, numerical tsunami models, digital elevation models, and
forecasts; and”; and

(E) in paragraph (5), as redesignated by subparagraph

(C), by striking “to the scientific community” and inserting

“to the public and the scientific community”.

SEC. 507. GLOBAL TSUNAMI WARNING AND MITIGATION NETWORK.

Section 807 (33 U.S.C. 3206) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL TSU-
NAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The Administrator shall, in coordination
with the Secretary of State and in consultation with such other
agencies as the Administrator considers relevant, provide technical
assistance, operational support, and training to the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, the World Meteoro-
logical Organization of the United Nations, and such other inter-
national entities as the Administrator considers appropriate, as
part of the international efforts to develop a fully functional global
tsunami forecast and warning system comprised of regional tsunami
warning networks.”;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking “shall” each place it
appears and inserting “may”; and
(3) in subsection (¢)—
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking “establishing” and
inserting “supporting”; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking “establish” and inserting “support”;
and

(i1) by striking “establishing” and inserting “sup-
porting”.

SEC. 508. TSUNAMI SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY PANEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act is further amended—
(1) by redesignating section 808 (33 U.S.C. 3207) as section
809; and
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(2) by inserting after section 807 (33 U.S.C. 3206) the
following:

“SEC. 808. TSUNAMI SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY PANEL. 33 USC 3206a.

“(a) DESIGNATION.—The Administrator shall designate an
existing working group within the Science Advisory Board of the
Administration to serve as the Tsunami Science and Technology
Advisory Panel to provide advice to the Administrator on matters
regarding tsunami science, technology, and regional preparedness.

“(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

“(1) CoMPOSITION.—The Panel shall be composed of no
fewer than 7 members selected by the Administrator from
among individuals from academia or State agencies who have
academic or practical expertise in physical sciences, social
sciences, information technology, coastal resilience, emergency
management, or such other disciplines as the Administrator
considers appropriate.

“(2) FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—No member of the Panel may
be a Federal employee.

“(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Not less frequently than once every
4 years, the Panel shall—

“(1) review the activities of the Administration, and other Review.
Federal activities as appropriate, relating to tsunami research,
detection, forecasting, warning, mitigation, resiliency, and
preparation; and

“(2) submit to the Administrator and such others as the
Administrator considers appropriate—

“(A) the findings of the working group with respect
to the most recent review conducted under paragraph (1);
and

“(B) such recommendations for legislative or adminis- Recommenda-
trative action as the working group considers appropriate tions.

to improve Federal tsunami research, detection, forecasting,

warning, mitigation, resiliency, and preparation.

“(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not less frequently than once Recommenda-
every 4 years, the Administrator shall submit to the Committee tions.
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, and the
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology of the House of
Representatives a report on the findings and recommendations
received by the Administrator under subsection (c)(2).”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS AMENDMENT.—The table of contents
in section 1(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479;

120 Stat. 3575) is amended by striking the item relating to section
808 and inserting the following:

“Sec. 808. Tsunami Science and Technology Advisory Panel.
“Sec. 809. Authorization of appropriations.”.

SEC. 509. REPORTS.

(a) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TSUNAMI WARNING AND
EDUCATION ACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the implementation of the Tsunami Warning
and Education Act enacted as title VIII of the Magnuson-
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Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479; 33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.),
as amended by this Act.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by paragraph (1) shall
include the following:

(A) A detailed description of the progress made in
implementing sections 804(d)(6), 805(b), and 806(b)(4) of
the Tsunami Warning and Education Act the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthor-
ization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479; 33 U.S.C. 3201
et seq.).

(B) A description of the ways that tsunami warnings
and warning products issued by the Tsunami Forecasting
and Warning Program established under section 804 of
the Tsunami Warning and Education Act (33 U.S.C. 3203),
as amended by this Act, may be standardized and stream-
lined with warnings and warning products for hurricanes,
coastal storms, and other coastal flooding events.

(b) REPORT ON NATIONAL EFFORTS THAT SUPPORT RAPID

RESPONSE FOLLOWING NEAR-SHORE TSUNAMI EVENTS.—

Coordination.

Evaluation.

Evaluation.

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Administrator and the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall jointly, in coordination with
the Director of the United States Geological Survey, Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Chief
of the National Guard Bureau, and the heads of such other
Federal agencies as the Administrator considers appropriate,
submit to the appropriate committees of Congress a report
on the national efforts in effect on the day before the date
of the enactment of this Act that support and facilitate rapid
emergency response following a domestic near-shore tsunami
event to better understand domestic effects of earthquake
derived tsunami on people, infrastructure, and communities
in the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by paragraph (1) shall
include the following:

(A) A description of scientific or other measurements
collected on the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act to quickly identify and quantify lost or degraded
infrastructure or terrestrial formations.

(B) A description of scientific or other measurements
that would be necessary to collect to quickly identify and
quantify lost or degraded infrastructure or terrestrial
formations.

(C) Identification and evaluation of Federal, State,
local, tribal, territorial, and military first responder and
search and rescue operation centers, bases, and other facili-
ties as well as other critical response assets and infrastruc-
ture, including search and rescue aircraft, located within
near-shore and distant tsunami inundation areas on the
day before the date of the enactment of this Act.

(D) An evaluation of near-shore tsunami response plans
in areas described in subparagraph (C) in effect on the
day before the date of the enactment of this Act, and
how those response plans would be affected by the loss
of search and rescue and first responder infrastructure
described in such subparagraph.
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(E) A description of redevelopment plans and reports
in effect on the day before the date of the enactment
of this Act for communities in areas that are at high-
risk for near-shore tsunami, as well identification of States
or communities that do not have redevelopment plans.

(F) Recommendations to enhance near-shore tsunami Recommenda-
preparedness and response plans, including recommended tions.
res;()londer exercises, predisaster planning, and mitigation
needs.

(G) Such other data and analysis information as the Analysis.
Administrator and the Secretary of Homeland Security con-
sider appropriate.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS.—In this sub- Definition.
section, the term “appropriate committees of Congress” means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology,
the Committee on Homeland Security, and the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 510. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 809 of the Act, as redesignated by section  08(a)(1)
of this Act, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking “and” at the end;

(2) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking the period at the end
and inserting “; and”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
“(6) %25,800,000 for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2021,
of which—

“(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount appro-
priated for each fiscal year shall be for activities conducted
at the State level under the tsunami hazard mitigation
program under section 805; and

“(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount appropriated
shall be for the tsunami research program under section
806.”.

SEC. 511. OUTREACH RESPONSIBILITIES. Coordination.

The Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 33 USC 5208.
Administration, in coordination with State and local emergency
managers, shall develop and carry out formal outreach activities
to improve tsunami education and awareness and foster the develop-
ment of resilient communities. Outreach activities may include—

(1) the development of outreach plans to ensure the close
integration of tsunami warning centers supported or main-

tained under section 804(d) of the Tsunami Warning and Edu-

cation Act (33 U.S.C. 3203(d)), as amended by this Act, with

local Weather Forecast Offices of the National Weather Service

and emergency managers;

(2) working with appropriate local Weather Forecast Offices

to ensure they have the technical knowledge and capability

to disseminate tsunami warnings to the communities they

serve; and

(3) evaluating the effectiveness of warnings and of coordina- Evaluation.
tion with local Weather Forecast Offices after significant tsu-

nami events.
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SEC. 512. REPEAL OF DUPLICATE PROVISIONS OF LAW.

(a) REPEAL.—The Tsunami Warning and Education Act enacted
33 USC 3201 and by Public Law 109—424 (120 Stat. 2902) is repealed.

note, 3202-3207. (b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section may be construed
igtgsc 3201 to repeal, or affect in any way, the Tsunami Warning and Education

Act enacted as title VIII of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva-
tion and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Public Law
109-479; 33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.).

Approved April 18, 2017.
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Public Law 115-26
115th Congress

An Act
To amend the Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 to modify Apr. 19, 2017
the termination date for the Veterans Choice Program, and for other purposes. [S. 544]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MODIFICATION OF TERMINATION DATE FOR VETERANS
CHOICE PROGRAM.

Section 101(p)(2) of the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38 U.S.C. 1701 note)
is amended by striking “, or the date that is 3 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, whichever occurs first”.

SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF REQUIREMENT TO ACT AS SECONDARY PAYER
FOR CARE RELATING TO NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED
DISABILITIES AND RECOVERY OF COSTS FOR CERTAIN CARE
UNDER CHOICE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(e) of the Veterans Access, Choice,
and Accountability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146; 38 U.S.C.
1701 note) is amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking “OTHER HEALTH-
CARE PLAN” and inserting “RESPONSIBILITY FOR COSTS OF CER-
TAIN CARE”;

(2) in paragraph (1), in the paragraph heading, by striking
“TO SECRETARY” and inserting “ON HEALTH-CARE PLANS”;

(3) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3);

(4) by redesignating paragraph (4) as paragraph (2); and

(5) by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

“(3) RECOVERY OF COSTS FOR CERTAIN CARE.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which an eligible
veteran is furnished hospital care or medical services under
this section for a non-service-connected disability described
in subsection (a)(2) of section 1729 of title 38, United States
Code, or for a condition for which recovery is authorized
or with respect to which the United States is deemed
to be a third party beneficiary under Public Law 87-693,
commonly known as the ‘Federal Medical Care Recovery
Act’ (42 U.S.C. 2651 et seq.), the Secretary shall recover
or collect from a third party (as defined in subsection
(i) of such section 1729) reasonable charges for such care
or services to the extent that the veteran (or the provider
of the care or services) would be eligible to receive payment
for such care or services from such third party if the
care or services had not been furnished by a department
or agency of the United States.
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“(B) USE OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts collected by the Sec-
retary under subparagraph (A) shall be deposited in the
Medical Community Care account of the Department.
Amounts so deposited shall remain available until
expended.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph (1) of such section
is amended by striking “paragraph (4)” and inserting “paragraph
(2)”.

SEC. 3. AUTHORITY TO DISCLOSE CERTAIN MEDICAL RECORDS OF
VETERANS WHO RECEIVE NON-DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE.

Section 7332(b)(2) of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following new subparagraph:

“(H)1) To a non-Department entity (including private enti-
ties and other Federal agencies) that provides hospital care
or medical services to veterans as authorized by the Secretary.

“(ii) An entity to which a record is disclosed under this
subparagraph may not redisclose or use such record for a
purpose other than that for which the disclosure was made.”.

Approved April 19, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 544 (H.R. 369):
HOUSE REPORTS: No. 115-65 (Comm. on Veterans’ Affairs) accompanying

H.R. 369.
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Apr. 3, considered and passed Senate.
Apr. 5, considered and passed House.
DAILY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS (2017):
Apr. 19, Presidential remarks.
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Public Law 115-27
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for the reappointment of Steve Case as a citizen regent of the Board Apr. 19, 2017
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. [S.J. Res. 30]

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in accord-
ance with section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 U.S.C. 43),
the vacancy on the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution,
in the class other than Members of Congress, occurring by reason
of the expiration of the term of Steve Case of Virginia on April
25, 2017, is filled by the reappointment of the incumbent. The Effective date.
reappointment is for a term of 6 years, beginning on the later
of April 26, 2017, or the date of the enactment of this joint resolu-
tion.

Approved April 19, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S.J. Res. 30:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 27, considered and passed Senate.
Apr. 6, considered and passed House.
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Apr. 19, 2017

[S.J. Res. 35]

Effective date.

Public Law 115-28
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for the appointment of Michael Govan as a citizen regent of the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in accord-
ance with section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 U.S.C. 43),
the vacancy of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution,
in the class other than Members of Congress, occurring by reason
of the expiration of the term of Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson of New
York on May 5, 2017, is filled by the appointment of Michael
Govan of California. The appointment is for a term of 6 years,
beginning on May 6, 2017, or the date of the enactment of this
joint resolution, whichever occurs later.

Approved April 19, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S.J. Res. 35:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 27, considered and passed Senate.
Apr. 6, considered and passed House.
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Public Law 115-29
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Providing for the appointment of Roger W. Ferguson as a citizen regent of the Apr. 19, 2017
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. [S.J. Res. 36]

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in accord-
ance with section 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 U.S.C. 43),
the vacancy of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution,
in the class other than Members of Congress, occurring by reason
of the expiration of the term of Robert P. Kogod of the District
of Columbia on May 5, 2017, is filled by the appointment of Roger
W. Ferguson of the District of Columbia. The appointment is for Effective date.
a term of 6 years, beginning on May 6, 2017, or the date of
the enactment of this joint resolution, whichever occurs later.

Approved April 19, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S.J. Res. 36:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Mar. 27, considered and passed Senate.
Apr. 6, considered and passed House.
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Apr. 28, 2017

[H.J. Res. 99]

Ante, p. 910.

30 USC 1201
note.

Applicability.

Public Law 115-30
115th Congress
Joint Resolution

Making further continuing appropriations for fiscal year 2017, and for other pur-
poses.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2017 (division C of Public Law 114—
223) is further amended by—

(1) striking the date specified in section 106(3) and
inserting “May 5, 2017”; and

(2) inserting after section 201 the following new section:
“SEC. 202. (a) This section may be cited as the ‘Further Contin-

ued Health Benefits for Miners Act’.

“(b) Section 402(h)(2)(C)(ii) of the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(h)(2)(C)(i1)) is amended—

“1) in subclause (II), by striking ‘April 30, 2017 and
inserting ‘May 5, 2017’;

“(2) in subclause (II)(aa), by striking ‘the Continued Health
Benefits for Miners Act’ and inserting ‘the Further Continued
Health Benefits for Miners Act’; and

“3) by adding at the end the following: ‘For purposes
of subclause (II)(aa), a beneficiary enrolled in the Plan as
of the date of the enactment of the Further Continued Health
Benefits for Miners Act shall be deemed to have been eligible
to receive health benefits under the Plan on January 1, 2017.".
“(c) The provisions of section 167(d) of Public Law 114-223

(as added by Public Law 114-254) shall apply to this section.”.

Approved April 28, 2017.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 99:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 163 (2017):
Apr. 28, considered and passed House and Senate.
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* Public Law 115-31
115th Congress

An Act
Making appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and for May 5, 2017
other purposes. [H.R. 244]
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Consolidated
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. [ppropriations

This Act may be cited as the “Consolidated Appropriations
Act, 20177,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Table of contents.

Sec. 3. References.

Sec. 4. Explanatory statement.

Sec. 5. Statement of appropriations.

Sec. 6. Availability of funds. o .

Sec. 7. Technical allowance for estimating differences.
Sec. 8. Correction.

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Agriculturaj Programs

Title II—Conservation Programs

Title IIl—Rural Development Programs

Title IV—Domestic Food Programs

Title V—Foreign Assistance and Related Programs )
Title VI—Related Agency and Food and Drug Administration
Title VII—General Provisions

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Department of Commerce
Title II—Department of Justice
Title III—Science .

Title IV—Related Agencies

Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Military Personnel

Title II—Operation and Maintenance

Title III—Procurement .

Title IV—Research, Development, Test and Evaluation

Title V—Revolving and Management Funds

Title VI—Other Degartment of Defense Programs

Title VII—Related Agencies

Title VIII—General Provisions ) .
Title IX—Overseas Contingency Ogerat1ons/Global War on Terrorism
Title X—Department of Defense—Additional Appropriations

DIVISION D—ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Corps of Engineers—Civil

*See Endnote on 131 Stat. 842.
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Title II—Department of the Interior
Title III—Department of Energy
Title IV—Independent Agencies
Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION E—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Department of the Treasury

Title II—Executive Office of the President and Funds Appropriated to the President
Title III—The Judiciary

Title IV—District of Columbia

Title V—Independent Agencies

Title VI—General Provisions—This Act

Title VII—General Provisions—Government-wide

Title VIII—General Provisions—District of Columbia

Title IX—SOAR Reauthorization

DIVISION F—DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2017

Title I—Departmental Management, Operations, Intelligence, and Oversight
Title II—Security, Enforcement, and Investigations

Title III—Protection, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery

Title IV—Research, Development, Training, and Services

Title V—General Provisions

Title VI—Department of Homeland Security—Additional Appropriations

DIVISION G—DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Department of the Interior

Title II—Environmental Protection Agency
Title III—Related Agencies

Title IV—General Provisions

DIVISION H—DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017
Title I—Department of Labor
Title II—Department of Health and Human Services
Title III—Department of Education
Title IV—Related Agencies
Title V—General Provisions

DIVISION I—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Legislative Branch
Title II—General Provisions

DIVISION J—DEPARTMENT OF STATE, FOREIGN OPERATIONS, AND
RELATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Department of State and Related Agency

Title II—United States Agency for International Development

Title III—Bilateral Economic Assistance

Title IV—International Security Assistance

Title V—Multilateral Assistance

Title VI—Export and Investment Assistance

Title VII—General Provisions

Title VIII—Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War on Terrorism

DIVISION K—TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017
Title I—Department of Transportation
Title II—Department of Housing and Urban Development
Title III—Related Agencies
Title IV—General Provisions—This Act
DIVISION L—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND VETERANS AFFAIRS—
ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017
Title I—Overseas Contingency Operations

Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs
Title III—General Provision—This Division
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DIVISION M—OTHER MATTERS

Title I—Health Benefits for Miners Act of 2017
Title II—Puerto Rico Section 1108(g) Amendment of 2017
Title III—General Provision

DIVISION N—INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

DIVISION O—HONORING INVESTMENTS IN RECRUITING AND EMPLOYING
AMERICAN MILITARY VETERANS ACT OF 2017

SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 1 USC 1 note.

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any reference to “this
Act” contained in any division of this Act shall be treated as
referring only to the provisions of that division.

SEC. 4. EXPLANATORY STATEMENT.

The explanatory statement regarding this Act, printed in the
House section of the Congressional Record on or about May 2,
2017, and submitted by the Chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House, shall have the same effect with respect
to the allocation of funds and implementation of divisions A through
L of this Act as if it were a joint explanatory statement of a
committee of conference.

SEC. 5. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS.

The following sums in this Act are appropriated, out of any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2017.

SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS. President.
Designation.

(a) Each amount designated in this Act by the Congress as
an emergency requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)1) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985
shall be available (or rescinded, if applicable) only if the President
subsequently so designates all such amounts and transmits such
designations to the Congress.

(b) Each amount designated in this Act by the Congress for
Overseas Contingency Operations/Global War on Terrorism pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(ii) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall be available (or rescinded, if
applicable) only if the President subsequently so designates all
such amounts and transmits such designations to the Congress.

SEC. 7. TECHNICAL ALLOWANCE FOR ESTIMATING DIFFERENCES.

If, for fiscal year 2017, new budget authority provided in appro-
priations Acts exceeds the discretionary spending limit for any
category set forth in section 251(c) of the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 due to estimating differences
with the Congressional Budget Office, an adjustment to the discre-
tionary spending limit in such category for fiscal year 2017 shall
be made by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
in the amount of the excess but the total of all such adjustments
shall not exceed 0.2 percent of the sum of the adjusted discretionary
spending limits for all categories for that fiscal year.

SEC. 8. CORRECTION.

The Further Continuing and Security Assistance Appropria-
tions Act, 2017 (Public Law 114-254) is amended by changing 130 Stat. 1005.
the long title so as to read: “Making further continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and for other
purposes.”.
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Agriculture,
Rural
Development,
Food and Drug
Administration,
and Related
Agencies
Appropriations
Act, 2017.

Reimbursement.

Funding
obligation.
Time period.
Notification.

DIVISION A—AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT,
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

TITLE I
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PRODUCTION, PROCESSING, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Secretary,
$44 555,000, of which not to exceed $5,051,000 shall be available
for the immediate Office of the Secretary; not to exceed $502,000
shall be available for the Office of Tribal Relations; not to exceed
$1,496,000 shall be available for the Office of Homeland Security
and Emergency Coordination; not to exceed $1,209,000 shall be
available for the Office of Advocacy and Outreach; not to exceed
$24,928,000 shall be available for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Administration, of which $24,124,000 shall be available
for Departmental Administration to provide for necessary expenses
for management support services to offices of the Department and
for general administration, security, repairs and alterations, and
other miscellaneous supplies and expenses not otherwise provided
for and necessary for the practical and efficient work of the Depart-
ment; not to exceed $3,869,000 shall be available for the Office
of Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations to carry out
the programs funded by this Act, including programs involving
intergovernmental affairs and liaison within the executive branch;
and not to exceed $7,500,000 shall be available for the Office of
Communications: Provided, That the Secretary of Agriculture is
authorized to transfer funds appropriated for any office of the
Office of the Secretary to any other office of the Office of the
Secretary: Provided further, That no appropriation for any office
shall be increased or decreased by more than 5 percent: Provided
further, That not to exceed $11,000 of the amount made available
under this paragraph for the immediate Office of the Secretary
shall be available for official reception and representation expenses,
not otherwise provided for, as determined by the Secretary: Provided
further, That the amount made available under this heading for
Departmental Administration shall be reimbursed from applicable
appropriations in this Act for travel expenses incident to the holding
of hearings as required by 5 U.S.C. 551-558: Provided further,
That funds made available under this heading for the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations may be trans-
ferred to agencies of the Department of Agriculture funded by
this Act to maintain personnel at the agency level: Provided further,
That no funds made available under this heading for the Office
of Assistant Secretary for Congressional Relations may be obligated
after 30 days from the date of enactment of this Act, unless the
Secretary has notified the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress on the allocation of these funds by USDA
agency.
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EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Chief Economist,
$18,917,000, of which $4,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative
agreements for policy research under 7 U.S.C. 3155; and of which
$2,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018, shall
be available for policy research and related activities in support
of the forthcoming Farm Bill.

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For necessary expenses of the Office of Hearings and Appeals,
$13,399,000.

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

For necessary expenses of the Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, $9,525,000.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Chief Information
Officer, $49,538,000, of which not less than $33,000,000 is for
cybersecurity requirements of the Department.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Chief Financial
Officer, $8,028,000.

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CIvIiL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, $901,000.

OrFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of Civil Rights,
$24,206,000.

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For payment of space rental and related costs pursuant to
Public Law 92-313, including authorities pursuant to the 1984
delegation of authority from the Administrator of General Services
to the Department of Agriculture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs
and activities of the Department which are included in this Act,
and for alterations and other actions needed for the Department
and its agencies to consolidate unneeded space into configurations
suitable for release to the Administrator of General Services, and
for the operation, maintenance, improvement, and repair of Agri-
culture buildings and facilities, and for related costs, $84,189,000,
to remain available until expended.
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HAzZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department of Agriculture, to
comply with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) and the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.),
$3,633,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That
appropriations and funds available herein to the Department for
Hazardous Materials Management may be transferred to any
agency of the Department for its use in meeting all requirements
pursuant to the above Acts on Federal and non-Federal lands.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General,
including employment pursuant to the Inspector General Act of
1978, $98,208,000, including such sums as may be necessary for
contracting and other arrangements with public agencies and pri-
vate persons pursuant to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978, and including not to exceed $125,000 for certain con-
fidential operational expenses, including the payment of informants,
to be expended under the direction of the Inspector General pursu-
ant to Public Law 95-452 and section 1337 of Public Law 97—
98.

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

For necessary expenses of the Office of the General Counsel,
$44,697,000.

OFFICE OF ETHICS
For necessary expenses of the Office of Ethics, $4,136,000.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND
EconNowmics

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Research, Education, and Economics, $893,000.

EcoNoMIc RESEARCH SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the Economic Research Service,
$86,757,000.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the National Agricultural Statistics
Service, $171,239,000, of which up to $42,177,000 shall be available
until expended for the Census of Agriculture: Provided, That
amounts made available for the Census of Agriculture may be
used to conduct Current Industrial Report surveys subject to 7
U.S.C. 2204¢g(d) and (f).
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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Research Service
and for acquisition of lands by donation, exchange, or purchase
at a nominal cost not to exceed $100, and for land exchanges
where the lands exchanged shall be of equal value or shall be
equalized by a payment of money to the grantor which shall not
exceed 25 percent of the total value of the land or interests trans-
ferred out of Federal ownership, $1,170,235,000: Provided, That 7USC 2254.
appropriations hereunder shall be available for the operation and
maintenance of aircraft and the purchase of not to exceed one
for replacement only: Provided further, That appropriations here-
under shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construc-
tion, alteration, and repair of buildings and improvements, but
unless otherwise provided, the cost of constructing any one building
shall not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or greenhouses
which shall each be limited to $1,800,000, except for 10 buildings
to be constructed or improved at a cost not to exceed $1,100,000
each, and except for two buildings to be constructed at a cost
not to exceed §3,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any one
building during the fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent of the
current replacement value of the building or $500,000, whichever
is greater: Provided further, That appropriations hereunder shall Contracts.
be available for entering into lease agreements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construction of a research facility
by a non-Federal entity for use by the Agricultural Research Service
and a condition of the lease shall be that any facility shall be
owned, operated, and maintained by the non-Federal entity and
shall be removed upon the expiration or termination of the lease
agreement: Provided further, That the limitations on alterations Maryland.
contained in this Act shall not apply to modernization or replace-
ment of existing facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Provided further,
That appropriations hereunder shall be available for granting ease- Easements.
ments at the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center: Provided
further, That the foregoing limitations shall not apply to replace-
ment of buildings needed to carry out the Act of April 24, 1948
(21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available for granting easements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construction of a research facility
by a non-Federal entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Agricul-
tural Research Service and a condition of the easements shall
be that upon completion the facility shall be accepted by the Sec-
retary, subject to the availability of funds herein, if the Secretary
finds that acceptance of the facility is in the interest of the United
States: Provided further, That funds may be received from any
State, other political subdivision, organization, or individual for
the purpose of establishing or operating any research facility or
Eeslearch project of the Agricultural Research Service, as authorized

y law.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For the acquisition of land, construction, repair, improvement,
extension, alteration, and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities
as necessary to carry out the agricultural research programs of
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the Department of Agriculture, where not otherwise provided,
$99,600,000 to remain available until expended.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

For payments to agricultural experiment stations, for coopera-
tive forestry and other research, for facilities, and for other
expenses, $849,518,000, which shall be for the purposes, and in
the amounts, specified in the table titled “National Institute of
Food and Agriculture, Research and Education Activities” in the
explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act): Provided, That funds
for research grants for 1994 institutions, education grants for 1890
institutions, capacity building for non-land-grant colleges of agri-
culture, the agriculture and food research initiative, veterinary
medicine loan repayment, multicultural scholars, graduate fellow-
ship and institution challenge grants, and grants management sys-
tems shall remain available until expended: Provided further, That
each institution eligible to receive funds under the Evans-Allen
program receives no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, That
funds for education grants for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-
serving institutions be made available to individual eligible institu-
tions or consortia of eligible institutions with funds awarded equally
to each of the States of Alaska and Hawaii: Provided further,
That funds for education grants for 1890 institutions shall be made
available to institutions eligible to receive funds under 7 U.S.C.
3221 and 3222: Provided further, That not more than 5 percent
of the amounts made available by this or any other Act to carry
out the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C.
450i(b) may be retained by the Secretary of Agriculture to pay
administrative costs incurred by the Secretary in carrying out that
authority.

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT FUND

For the Native American Institutions Endowment Fund author-
ized by Public Law 103-382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to
remain available until expended.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

For payments to States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
Guam, the Virgin Islands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas, and
American Samoa, $477,391,000, which shall be for the purposes,
and in the amounts, specified in the table titled “National Institute
of Food and Agriculture, Extension Activities” in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division
A of this consolidated Act): Provided, That funds for facility improve-
ments at 1890 institutions shall remain available until expended:
Provided further, That institutions eligible to receive funds under
7 U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension receive no less than
$1,000,000: Provided further, That funds for cooperative extension
under sections 3(b) and (c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b)
and (c)) and section 208(¢c) of Public Law 93—471 shall be available
for retirement and employees’ compensation costs for extension
agents.
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INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES

For the integrated research, education, and extension grants
rograms, including necessary administrative  expenses,
536,000,000, which shall be for the purposes, and in the amounts,
specified in the table titled “National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Integrated Activities” in the explanatory statement
described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this
consolidated Act): Provided, That funds for the Food and Agriculture
Defense Initiative shall remain available until September 30, 2018:
Provided further, That notwithstanding any other provision of law,
indirect costs shall not be charged against any Extension
Implementation Program Area grant awarded under the Crop
Protection/Pest Management Program (7 U.S.C. 7626).

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR MARKETING AND
REGULATORY PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, $901,000.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, including up to $30,000 for representation allowances
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign Service Act of 1980
(22 U.S.C. 4085), $946,212,000, of which $477,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be available for the control of outbreaks
of insects, plant diseases, animal diseases and for control of pest
animals and birds (“contingency fund”) to the extent necessary
to meet emergency conditions; of which $11,520,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be used for the cotton pests program
for cost share purposes or for debt retirement for active eradication
zones; of which $37,857,000, to remain available until expended,
shall be for Animal Health Technical Services; of which $697,000
shall be for activities under the authority of the Horse Protection
Act of 1970, as amended (15 U.S.C. 1831); of which $55,340,000,
to remain available until expended, shall be used to support avian
health; of which $4,251,000, to remain available until expended,
shall be for information technology infrastructure; of which
$166,500,000, to remain available until expended, shall be for spe-
cialty crop pests; of which, $8,826,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for field crop and rangeland ecosystem pests;
of which $16,523,000, to remain available until expended, shall
be for zoonotic disease management; of which $40,966,000, to
remain available until expended, shall be for emergency prepared-
ness and response; of which $54,000,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for tree and wood pests; of which $5,723,000,
to remain available until expended, shall be for the National Veteri-
nary Stockpile; of which up to $1,500,000, to remain available
until expended, shall be for the scrapie program for indemnities;
of which $2,500,000, to remain available until expended, shall be
for the wildlife damage management program for aviation safety:
Provided, That of amounts available under this heading for wildlife
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services methods development, $1,000,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That of amounts available under
this heading for the screwworm program, $4,990,000 shall remain
available until expended; of which $3,000,000, to remain available
until expended, shall be for National Bio and Agro-Defense human
capital development: Provided further, That no funds shall be used
to formulate or administer a brucellosis eradication program for
the current fiscal year that does not require minimum matching
by the States of at least 40 percent: Provided further, That this
appropriation shall be available for the operation and maintenance
of aircraft and the purchase of not to exceed five, of which two
shall be for replacement only: Provided further, That in addition,
in emergencies which threaten any segment of the agricultural
production industry of this country, the Secretary may transfer
from other appropriations or funds available to the agencies or
corporations of the Department such sums as may be deemed nec-
essary, to be available only in such emergencies for the arrest
and eradication of contagious or infectious disease or pests of ani-
mals, poultry, or plants, and for expenses in accordance with sec-
tions 10411 and 10417 of the Animal Health Protection Act (7
U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and sections 431 and 442 of the Plant
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 7772), and any unexpended
balances of funds transferred for such emergency purposes in the
preceding fiscal year shall be merged with such transferred
amounts: Provided further, That appropriations hereunder shall
be available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and
alteration of leased buildings and improvements, but unless other-
wise provided the cost of altering any one building during the
fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building.

In fiscal year 2017, the agency is authorized to collect fees
to cover the total costs of providing technical assistance, goods,
or services requested by States, other political subdivisions,
domestic and international organizations, foreign governments, or
individuals, provided that such fees are structured such that any
entity’s liability for such fees is reasonably based on the technical
assistance, goods, or services provided to the entity by the agency,
and such fees shall be reimbursed to this account, to remain avail-
able until expended, without further appropriation, for providing
such assistance, goods, or services.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, preventive maintenance,
environmental support, improvement, extension, alteration, and
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities, as authorized by 7 U.S.C.
2250, and acquisition of land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 428a,
$3,175,000, to remain available until expended.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE

MARKETING SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural Marketing Service,
$84,933,000, of which $1,000,000 shall be available for the purposes
of section 12306 of Public Law 113-79: Provided, That of the funds
provided herein, $1,000,000 shall be used for the transportation
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services division: Provided further, That of the amounts made avail-
able under this heading, no more than $1,000,000 shall be used
for the purpose of Public Law 114-216: Provided further, That
this appropriation shall be available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C.
2250) for the alteration and repair of buildings and improvements,
but the cost of altering any one building during the fiscal year
shall not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement value of
the building.

Fees may be collected for the cost of standardization activities,
as established by regulation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701).

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $61,227,000 (from fees collected) shall be obli-
gated during the current fiscal year for administrative expenses:
Provided, That if crop size is understated and/or other uncontrol- Notification.
lable events occur, the agency may exceed this limitation by up
to 10 percent with notification to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress.

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME, AND SUPPLY
(SECTION 32)

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds available under section 32 of the Act of August 24,
1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c¢), shall be used only for commodity program
expenses as authorized therein, and other related operating
expenses, except for: (1) transfers to the Department of Commerce
as authorized by the Fish and Wildlife Act of August 8, 1956;
(2) transfers otherwise provided in this Act; and (3) not more
than $20,705,000 for formulation and administration of marketing
agreements and orders pursuant to the Agricultural Marketing
Agreement Act of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961.

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS

For payments to departments of agriculture, bureaus and
departments of markets, and similar agencies for marketing activi-
ties under section 204(b) of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946
(7U.S.C. 1623(b)), $1,235,000.

GRAIN INSPECTION, PACKERS AND STOCKYARDS ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyards Administration, $43,482,000: Provided, That this appro-
priation shall be available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for
the alteration and repair of buildings and improvements, but the
cost of altering any one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement value of the building.

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING SERVICES EXPENSES

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees collected) shall be obli-
gated during the current fiscal year for inspection and weighing
services: Provided, That if grain export activities require additional Notification.
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supervision and oversight, or other uncontrollable factors occur,
this limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 percent with notification
to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD SAFETY

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Food Safety, $819,000.

FooD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

For necessary expenses to carry out services authorized by
the Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act, including not to exceed
$50,000 for representation allowances and for expenses pursuant
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766),
$1,032,062,000; and in addition, $1,000,000 may be credited to
this account from fees collected for the cost of laboratory accredita-
tion as authorized by section 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Con-
servation and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Provided, That
funds provided for the Public Health Data Communication Infra-
structure system shall remain available until expended: Provided
further, That no fewer than 148 full-time equivalent positions shall
be employed during fiscal year 2017 for purposes dedicated solely
to inspections and enforcement related to the Humane Methods
of Slaughter Act: Provided further, That the Food Safety and Inspec-
tion Service shall continue implementation of section 11016 of
Public Law 110-246 as further clarified by the amendments made
in section 12106 of Public Law 113-79: Provided further, That
this appropriation shall be available pursuant to law (7 U.S.C.
2250) for the alteration and repair of buildings and improvements,
but the cost of altering any one building during the fiscal year
shall not exceed 10 percent of the current replacement value of
the building.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM AND FOREIGN
AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services, $901,000.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Service Agency,
$1,206,110,000: Provided, That not more than 50 percent of the
$100,851,000 made available under this heading for information
technology related to farm program delivery, including the Mod-
ernize and Innovate the Delivery of Agricultural Systems and other
farm program delivery systems, may be obligated until the Secretary
submits to the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, and receives written or electronic notification of receipt
from such Committees of, a plan for expenditure that (1) identifies
for each project/investment over $25,000 (a) the functional and
performance capabilities to be delivered and the mission benefits
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to be realized, (b) the estimated lifecycle cost, including estimates

for development as well as maintenance and operations, and (c)

key milestones to be met; (2) demonstrates that each project/invest-

ment is (a) consistent with the Farm Service Agency Information
Technology Roadmap, (b) being managed in accordance with
applicable lifecycle management policies and guidance, and (c) sub-

ject to the applicable Department’s capital planning and investment

control requirements; and (3) has been reviewed by the Government
Accountability Office and approved by the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided further, That the Reports.
agency shall submit a report by the end of the fourth quarter Deadline.
of fiscal year 2017 to the Committees on Appropriations and the Assessment.
Government Accountability Office, that identifies for each project/
investment that is operational (a) current performance against key
indicators of customer satisfaction, (b) current performance of

service level agreements or other technical metrics, (¢) current
performance against a pre-established cost baseline, (d) a detailed
breakdown of current and planned spending on operational enhance-

ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of whether the invest-

ment continues to meet business needs as intended as well as
alternatives to the investment: Provided further, That the Secretary

is authorized to use the services, facilities, and authorities (but

not the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corporation to make pro-

gram payments for all programs administered by the Agency: Pro-

vided further, That other funds made available to the Agency for
authorized activities may be advanced to and merged with this
account: Provided further, That funds made available to county
committees shall remain available until expended: Provided further,

That none of the funds available to the Farm Service Agency

shall be used to close Farm Service Agency county offices: Provided
further, That none of the funds available to the Farm Service Notification.
Agency shall be used to permanently relocate county based
employees that would result in an office with two or fewer employees

without prior notification and approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress.

STATE MEDIATION GRANTS

For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the Agricultural Credit
Act of 1987, as amended (7 U.S.C. 5101-5106), $3,904,000.

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out wellhead or groundwater
protection activities under section 12400 of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2), $6,500,000, to remain available until
expended.

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses involved in making indemnity payments
to dairy farmers and manufacturers of dairy products under a
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may be necessary, to remain
available until expended: Provided, That such program is carried
out by the Secretary in the same manner as the dairy indemnity
program described in the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
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and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2001 (Public Law 106-387, 114 Stat. 1549A-12).

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal amount of direct and
guaranteed farm ownership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating
(7 U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7 U.S.C. 1961
et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisition loans (25 U.S.C. 488), boll
weevil loans (7 U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation loans (7
U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), and Indian highly fractionated land loans
(25 U.S.C. 488) to be available from funds in the Agricultural
Credit Insurance Fund, as follows: $2,750,000,000 for guaranteed
farm ownership loans and $1,500,000,000 for farm ownership direct
loans; $1,960,000,000 for unsubsidized guaranteed operating loans
and $1,530,000,000 for direct operating loans; emergency loans,
$22,576,000; Indian tribe land acquisition loans, $20,000,000;
guaranteed conservation loans, $150,000,000; Indian highly
fractionated land loans, $10,000,000; and for boll weevil eradication
program loans, $60,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary shall
deem the pink bollworm to be a boll weevil for the purpose of
boll weevil eradication program loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans and grants,
including the cost of modifying loans as defined in section 502
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: farm operating
loans, $65,178,000 for direct operating loans, $20,972,000 for unsub-
sidized guaranteed operating loans, emergency loans, $1,262,000,
to remain available until expended; and $2,550,000 for Indian highly
fractionated land loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses necessary to carry
out the direct and guaranteed loan programs, $317,068,000, of
which $306,998,000 shall be transferred to and merged with the
appropriation for “Farm Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses”.

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Agricultural Credit Insur-
ance Program Account for farm ownership, operating and conserva-
tion direct loans and guaranteed loans may be transferred among
these programs: Provided, That the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress are notified at least 15 days in advance
of any transfer.

Risk MANAGEMENT AGENCY

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Risk Management Agency,
$74,829,000: Provided, That not to exceed $1,000 shall be available
for official reception and representation expenses, as authorized
by 7 U.S.C. 1506(1).

CORPORATIONS

The following corporations and agencies are hereby authorized
to make expenditures, within the limits of funds and borrowing
authority available to each such corporation or agency and in accord
with law, and to make contracts and commitments without regard
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to fiscal year limitations as provided by section 104 of the Govern-
ment Corporation Control Act as may be necessary in carrying
out the programs set forth in the budget for the current fiscal
year for such corporation or agency, except as hereinafter provided.

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND

For payments as authorized by section 516 of the Federal
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1516), such sums as may be necessary,
to remain available until expended.

CoMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the current fiscal year, such sums as may be necessary
to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corporation for net realized
losses sustained, but not previously reimbursed, pursuant to section
2 of the Act of August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. 713a-11): Provided,
That of the funds available to the Commodity Credit Corporation
under section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter
Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its business with the Foreign
Agricultural Service, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for information resource
management activities of the Foreign Agricultural Service that
are not related to Commodity Credit Corporation business.

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT

(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES)

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity Credit Corporation
shall not expend more than $5,000,000 for site investigation and
cleanup expenses, and operations and maintenance expenses to
comply with the requirement of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (42
U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section 6001 of the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6961).

TITLE II
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR NATURAL RESOURCES AND
ENVIRONMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Natural Resources and Environment, $901,000.

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION OPERATIONS
For necessary expenses for carrying out the provisions of the

Act of April 27, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 590a—f), including preparation
of conservation plans and establishment of measures to conserve
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soil and water (including farm irrigation and land drainage and
such special measures for soil and water management as may
be necessary to prevent floods and the siltation of reservoirs and
to control agricultural related pollutants); operation of conservation
plant materials centers; classification and mapping of soil; dissemi-
nation of information; acquisition of lands, water, and interests
therein for use in the plant materials program by donation,
exchange, or purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100 pursuant
to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 428a); purchase and erection
or alteration or improvement of permanent and temporary
buildings; and operation and maintenance of aircraft, $864,474,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2018: Provided, That appro-
priations hereunder shall be available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250
for construction and improvement of buildings and public improve-
ments at plant materials centers, except that the cost of alterations
and improvements to other buildings and other public improvements
shall not exceed $250,000: Provided further, That when buildings
or other structures are erected on non-Federal land, that the right
to use such land is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a: Provided
further, That of the amounts made available under this heading,
$5,600,000, shall remain available until expended for the authorities
under 16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009 for authorized ongoing
watershed projects with a primary purpose of providing water to
rural communities.

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses to carry out preventive measures,
including but not limited to surveys and investigations, engineering
operations, works of improvement, and changes in use of land,
in accordance with the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention
Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009) and in accordance with
the provisions of laws relating to the activities of the Department,
$150,000,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That
of the amounts made available under this heading, $50,000,000
shall be allocated to projects and activities that can commence
promptly following enactment; that address regional priorities for
flood prevention, agricultural water management, inefficient irriga-
tion systems, fish and wildlife habitat, or watershed protection;
or that address authorized ongoing projects under the authorities
of section 13 of the Flood Control Act of December 22, 1944 (Public
Law 78-534) with a primary purpose of watershed protection by
preventing floodwater damage and stabilizing stream channels,
tributaries, and banks to reduce erosion and sediment transport.

WATERSHED REHABILITATION PROGRAM

Under the authorities of section 14 of the Watershed Protection
and Flood Prevention Act, $12,000,000 is provided.

TITLE III
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Rural Development, $896,000.
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for carrying out the administration
and implementation of programs in the Rural Development mission
area, including activities with institutions concerning the develop-
ment and operation of agricultural cooperatives; and for cooperative
agreements; $225,835,000: Provided, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, funds appropriated under this heading may
be used for advertising and promotional activities that support
the Rural Development mission area: Provided further, That any
balances available from prior years for the Rural Utilities Service,
Rural Housing Service, and the Rural Business—Cooperative
Service salaries and expenses accounts shall be transferred to and
merged with this appropriation.

RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal amount of direct and
guaranteed loans as authorized by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, to be available from funds in the rural housing insurance
fund, as follows: $1,000,000,000 shall be for direct loans and
$24,000,000,000 shall be for unsubsidized guaranteed loans;
$26,278,000 for section 504 housing repair loans; $35,000,000 for
section 515 rental housing; $230,000,000 for section 538 guaranteed
multi-family housing loans; $10,000,000 for credit sales of single
family housing acquired property; $5,000,000 for section 523 self-
help housing land development loans; and $5,000,000 for section
524 site development loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, including the
cost of modifying loans, as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, as follows: section 502 loans, $67,700,000
shall be for direct loans; section 504 housing repair loans,
$3,663,000; section 523 self-help housing land development loans,
$417,000; section 524 site development loans, $111,000; and repair,
rehabilitation, and new construction of section 515 rental housing,
$10,360,000: Provided, That to support the loan program level for
section 538 guaranteed loans made available under this heading
the Secretary may charge or adjust any fees to cover the projected
cost of such loan guarantees pursuant to the provisions of the
Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2 U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the interest
on such loans may not be subsidized: Provided further, That
applicants in communities that have a current rural area waiver
under section 541 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q)
shall be treated as living in a rural area for purposes of section
502 guaranteed loans provided under this heading: Provided further,
That of the amounts available under this paragraph for section
502 direct loans, no less than $5,000,000 shall be available for
direct loans for individuals whose homes will be built pursuant
to a program funded with a mutual and self-help housing grant
authorized by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949 until June
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1, 2017: Provided further, That the Secretary shall implement provi-
sions to provide incentives to nonprofit organizations and public
housing authorities to facilitate the acquisition of Rural Housing
Service (RHS) multifamily housing properties by such nonprofit
organizations and public housing authorities that commit to keep
such properties in the RHS multifamily housing program for a
period of time as determined by the Secretary, with such incentives
to include, but not be limited to, the following: allow such nonprofit
entities and public housing authorities to earn a Return on Invest-
ment (ROI) on their own resources to include proceeds from low
income housing tax credit syndication, own contributions, grants,
and developer loans at favorable rates and terms, invested in a
deal; and allow reimbursement of organizational costs associated
with owner’s oversight of asset referred to as “Asset Management
Fee” (AMF) of up to $7,500 per property.

In addition, for the cost of direct loans, grants, and contracts,
as authorized by 42 U.S.C. 1484 and 1486, $15,387,000, to remain
available until expended, for direct farm labor housing loans and
domestic farm labor housing grants and contracts: Provided, That
any balances available for the Farm Labor Program Account shall
be transferred to and merged with this account.

In addition, for administrative expenses necessary to carry
out the direct and guaranteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall
be transferred to and merged with the appropriation for “Rural
Development, Salaries and Expenses”.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For rental assistance agreements entered into or renewed
pursuant to the authority under section 521(a)(2) or agreements
entered into in lieu of debt forgiveness or payments for eligible
households as authorized by section 502(c)(5)(D) of the Housing
Act of 1949, $1,405,033,000, of which $40,000,000 shall be available
until September 30, 2018; and in addition such sums as may be
necessary, as authorized by section 521(c) of the Act, to liquidate
debt incurred prior to fiscal year 1992 to carry out the rental
assistance program under section 521(a)(2) of the Act: Provided,
That rental assistance agreements entered into or renewed during
the current fiscal year shall be funded for a one-year period: Pro-
vided further, That any unexpended balances remaining at the
end of such one-year agreements may be transferred and used
for purposes of any debt reduction; maintenance, repair, or
rehabilitation of any existing projects; preservation; and rental
assistance activities authorized under title V of the Act: Provided
further, That rental assistance provided under agreements entered
into prior to fiscal year 2017 for a farm labor multi-family housing
project financed under section 514 or 516 of the Act may not
be recaptured for use in another project until such assistance has
remained unused for a period of 12 consecutive months, if such
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking such assistance or
the project has rental assistance eligible tenants who are not
receiving such assistance: Provided further, That such recaptured
rental assistance shall, to the extent practicable, be applied to
another farm labor multi-family housing project financed under
section 514 or 516 of the Act: Provided further, That except as
provided in the third proviso under this heading and notwith-
standing any other provision of the Act, the Secretary may recapture
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rental assistance provided under agreements entered into prior
to fiscal year 2017 for a project that the Secretary determines
no longer needs rental assistance and use such recaptured funds
for current needs.

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVITALIZATION PROGRAM ACCOUNT Vouchers.

For the rural housing voucher program as authorized under
section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949, but notwithstanding sub-
section (b) of such section, and for additional costs to conduct
a demonstration program for the preservation and revitalization
of multi-family rental housing properties described in this para-
graph, $41,400,000, to remain available until expended: Provided,
That of the funds made available under this heading, $19,400 000
shall be available for rural housing vouchers to any low-income
household (including those not receiving rental assistance) residing
in a property financed with a section 515 loan which has been
prepaid after September 30, 2005: Provided further, That the
amount of such voucher shall be the difference between comparable
market rent for the section 515 unit and the tenant paid rent
for such unit: Provided further, That funds made available for
such vouchers shall be subject to the availability of annual appro-
priations: Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to the max-
imum extent practicable, administer such vouchers with current
regulations and administrative guidance applicable to section 8
housing vouchers administered by the Secretary of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development: Provided further, That if the Determination.
Secretary determines that the amount made available for vouchers
in this or any other Act is not needed for vouchers, the Secretary
may use such funds for the demonstration program for the preserva-
tion and revitalization of multi-family rental housing properties
described in this paragraph: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under this heading, $22,000,000 shall be available
for a demonstration program for the preservation and revitalization
of the sections 514, 515, and 516 multi-family rental housing prop-
erties to restructure ex1st1ng USDA multi-family housing loans,
as the Secretary deems appropriate, expressly for the purposes
of ensuring the project has sufficient resources to preserve the
project for the purpose of providing safe and affordable housing
for low-income residents and farm laborers including reducing or
eliminating interest; deferring loan payments, subordinating,
reducing or reamortizing loan debt; and other financial assistance
including advances, payments and incentives (including the ability
of owners to obtain reasonable returns on investment) required
by the Secretary: Provided further, That the Secretary shall as
part of the preservation and revitalization agreement obtain a
restrictive use agreement consistent with the terms of the restruc-
turing: Provided further, That if the Secretary determines that Determination.
additional funds for vouchers described in this paragraph are
needed, funds for the preservation and revitalization demonstration
program may be used for such vouchers: Provided further, That
if Congress enacts legislation to permanently authorize a multi-
family rental housing loan restructuring program similar to the
demonstration program described herein, the Secretary may use
funds made available for the demonstration program under this
heading to carry out such legislation with the prior approval of
the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress:
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Americans.

Provided further, That in addition to any other available funds,
the Secretary may expend not more than $1,000,000 total, from
the program funds made available under this heading, for adminis-
trative expenses for activities funded under this heading.

MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS

For grants and contracts pursuant to section 523(b)(1)(A) of
the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490c), $30,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For grants for very low-income housing repair and rural housing
preservation made by the Rural Housing Service, as authorized
by 42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $33,701,000, to remain available
until expended.

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal amount of direct and
guaranteed loans as authorized by section 306 and described in
section 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act, $2,600,000,000 for direct loans and $148,305,000 for guaranteed
loans.

For the cost of guaranteed loans, including the cost of modifying
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974, $3,322,000, to remain available until expended.

For the cost of grants for rural community facilities programs
as authorized by section 306 and described in section 381E(d)(1)
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, $43,778,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided, That $4,000,000 of
the amount appropriated under this heading shall be available
for a Rural Community Development Initiative: Provided further,
That such funds shall be used solely to develop the capacity and
ability of private, nonprofit community-based housing and commu-
nity development organizations, low-income rural communities, and
Federally Recognized Native American Tribes to undertake projects
to improve housing, community facilities, community and economic
development projects in rural areas: Provided further, That such
funds shall be made available to qualified private, nonprofit and
public intermediary organizations proposing to carry out a program
of financial and technical assistance: Provided further, That such
intermediary organizations shall provide matching funds from other
sources, including Federal funds for related activities, in an amount
not less than funds provided: Provided further, That $5,778,000
of the amount appropriated under this heading shall be to provide
grants for facilities in rural communities with extreme unemploy-
ment and severe economic depression (Public Law 106-387), with
up to 5 percent for administration and capacity building in the
State rural development offices: Provided further, That $4,000,000
of the amount appropriated under this heading shall be available
for community facilities grants to tribal colleges, as authorized
by section 306(a)(19) of such Act: Provided further, That sections
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381E-H and 381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act are not applicable to the funds made available under
this heading.

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants, for the rural busi-
ness development programs authorized by section 310B and
described in subsections (a), (c), (f) and (g) of section 310B of
the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, $65,319,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided, That of the amount Grants.
appropriated under this heading, not to exceed $500,000 shall be
made available for one grant to a qualified national organization
to provide technical assistance for rural transportation in order
to promote economic development and $6,000,000 shall be for grants
to the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C. 2009aa et seq.) and
the Appalachian Regional Commission (40 U.S.C. 14101 et seq.)
for any Rural Community Advancement Program purpose as
described in section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act, of which not more than 5 percent may be used
for administrative expenses: Provided further, That $4,000,000 of Grants.
the amount appropriated under this heading shall be for business Native
grants to benefit Federally Recognized Native American Tribes, Zmericans.
including $250,000 for a grant to a qualified national organization
to provide technical assistance for rural transportation in order
to promote economic development: Provided further, That sections
381E-H and 381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act are not applicable to funds made available under this
heading.

INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans, as authorized by
the Intermediary Relending Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C.
1936b), $18,889,000.

For the cost of direct loans, $5,476,000, as authorized by the
Intermediary Relending Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b),
of which $557,000 shall be available through June 30, 2017, for
Federally Recognized Native American Tribes; and of which
$1,072,000 shall be available through June 30, 2017, for Mississippi
Delta Region counties (as determined in accordance with Public
Law 100-460): Provided, That such costs, including the cost of
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, for administrative expenses to carry out the direct
loan programs, $4,468,000 shall be transferred to and merged with
the appropriation for “Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses”.
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RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans, as authorized under

section 313 of the Rural Electrification Act, for the purpose of
romoting rural economic development and job creation projects,
42,213,000.

Of the funds derived from interest on the cushion of credit
payments, as authorized by section 313 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936, $132,000,000 shall not be obligated and $132,000,000
are rescinded.

The cost of grants authorized under section 313 of the Rural
Electrification Act, for the purpose of promoting rural economic
development and job creation projects shall not exceed $10,000,000.

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

For rural cooperative development grants authorized under
section 310B(e) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act (7 U.S.C. 1932), $26,550,000, of which $2,750,000 shall be
for cooperative agreements for the appropriate technology transfer
for rural areas program: Provided, That not to exceed $3,000,000
shall be for grants for cooperative development centers, individual
cooperatives, or groups of cooperatives that serve socially disadvan-
taged groups and a majority of the boards of directors or governing
boards of which are comprised of individuals who are members
of socially disadvantaged groups; and of which $15,000,000, to
remain available until expended, shall be for value-added agricul-
tural product market development grants, as authorized by section
231 of the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000 (7 U.S.C. 1632a).

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM

For the cost of a program of loan guarantees, under the same
terms and conditions as authorized by section 9007 of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107),
$352,000: Provided, That the cost of loan guarantees, including
the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined in section
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE
RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct loans, loan guarantees, and grants for
the rural water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid waste
management programs authorized by sections 306, 306A, 306C,
306D, 306E, and 310B and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D,
306E, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $571,190,000, to remain available until expended, of
which not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be available for the rural
utilities program described in section 306(a)(2)(B) of such Act, and
of which not to exceed $993,000 shall be available for the rural
utilities program described in section 306E of such Act: Provided,
That not to exceed $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under



PUBLIC LAW 115-31—MAY 5, 2017 131 STAT. 157

this heading shall be for grants authorized by section 306AG)(2)

of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act in addition

to funding authorized by section 306A(i)(1) of such Act: Provided
further, That $64,000,000 of the amount appropriated under this Loans.
heading shall be for loans and grants including water and waste Grants.
disposal systems grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B) and
section 306D of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development

Act, and Federally Recognized Native American Tribes authorized

by 306C(a)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That funding provided

for section 306D of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development

Act may be provided to a consortium formed pursuant to section

325 of Public Law 105-83: Provided further, That not more than

2 percent of the funding provided for section 306D of the Consoli-

dated Farm and Rural Development Act may be used by the State

of Alaska for training and technical assistance programs and not

more than 2 percent of the funding provided for section 306D

of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act may be

used by a consortium formed pursuant to section 325 of Public

Law 105-83 for training and technical assistance programs: Pro-

vided further, That not to exceed $20,000,000 of the amount appro- Grants.
priated under this heading shall be for technical assistance grants Determination.
for rural water and waste systems pursuant to section 306(a)(14)

of such Act, unless the Secretary makes a determination of extreme

need, of which $6,500,000 shall be made available for a grant

to a qualified nonprofit multi-State regional technical assistance
organization, with experience in working with small communities

on water and waste water problems, the principal purpose of such

grant shall be to assist rural communities with populations of
3,300 or less, in improving the planning, financing, development,
operation, and management of water and waste water systems,

and of which not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified national
Native American organization to provide technical assistance for

rural water systems for tribal communities: Provided further, That Contracts.
not to exceed $16,897,000 of the amount appropriated under this
heading shall be for contracting with qualified national organiza-

tions for a circuit rider program to provide technical assistance

for rural water systems: Provided further, That not to exceed
$4,000,000 shall be for solid waste management grants: Provided
further, That $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated under this
heading shall be transferred to, and merged with, the Rural Utilities
Service, High Energy Cost Grants Account to provide grants author-

ized under section 19 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7
U.S.C. 918a): Provided further, That any prior year balances for
high-energy cost grants authorized by section 19 of the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a) shall be transferred to and
merged with the Rural Utilities Service, High Energy Cost Grants
Account: Provided further, That sections 381E-H and 381N of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act are not applicable

to the funds made available under this heading.

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The principal amount of direct and guaranteed loans as author-
ized by sections 305 and 306 of the Rural Electrification Act of
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1936 (7 U.S.C. 935 and 936) shall be made as follows: loans made
pursuant to section 306 of that Act, rural electric, $5,500,000,000;
guaranteed underwriting loans pursuant to section 313A,
$750,000,000; 5 percent rural telecommunications loans, cost of
money rural telecommunications loans, and for loans made pursuant
to section 306 of that Act, rural telecommunications loans,
$690,000,000: Provided, That up to $2,000,000,000 shall be used
for the construction, acquisition, or improvement of fossil-fueled
electric generating plants (whether new or existing) that utilize
carbon sequestration systems.

For the cost of direct loans as authorized by section 305 of
the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935), including the
cost of modifying loans, as defined in section 502 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974, cost of money rural telecommunications
loans, $3,071,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses necessary to carry
out the direct and guaranteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which
shall be transferred to and merged with the appropriation for
“Rural Development, Salaries and Expenses”.

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND BROADBAND PROGRAM

For the principal amount of broadband telecommunication
loans, $27,043,000.

For grants for telemedicine and distance learning services in
rural areas, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $26,600,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided, That $3,000,000 shall
be made available for grants authorized by 379G of the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act: Provided further, That funding
provided under this heading for grants under 379G of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act may only be provided
to entities that meet all of the eligibility criteria for a consortium
as established by this section.

For the cost of broadband loans, as authorized by section 601
of the Rural Electrification Act, $4,500,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That the cost of direct loans shall be
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, $34,500,000, to remain available until expended,
for a grant program to finance broadband transmission in rural
areas eligible for Distance Learning and Telemedicine Program
benefits authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa.

TITLE IV
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD, NUTRITION, AND
CONSUMER SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the Under Secretary
for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services, $814,000.
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Foob AND NUTRITION SERVICE
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section
21, and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.),
except sections 17 and 21; $22,793,982,000 to remain available
through September 30, 2018, of which such sums as are made
available under section 14222(b)(1) of the Food, Conservation, and
Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246), as amended by this
Act, shall be merged with and available for the same time period
and purposes as provided herein: Provided, That of the total amount
available, $17,004,000 shall be available to carry out section 19
of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.): Provided
further, That of the total amount available, $25,000,000 shall be Grants.
available to provide competitive grants to State agencies for sub-
grants to local educational agencies and schools to purchase the
equipment needed to serve healthier meals, improve food safety,
and to help support the establishment, maintenance, or expansion
of the school breakfast program: Provided further, That of the
total amount available, $23,000,000 shall remain available until
expended to carry out section 749(g) of the Agriculture Appropria-
tions Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-80): Provided further, That
section 26(d) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1769g(d)) is amended in the first sentence by striking
“2010 through 2016” and inserting “2010 through 2017”: Provided
further, That section 9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3)) is amended in the first
sentence by striking “for each of fiscal years 2011 through 2015”
and inserting “for fiscal year 2017”: Provided further, That section
9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42
U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is amended in the first sentence by striking
“for each of fiscal years 2011 through 2015” and inserting “for
fiscal year 2017”.

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM FOR WOMEN, INFANTS,
AND CHILDREN (WIC)

For necessary expenses to carry out the special supplemental
nutrition program as authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $6,350,000,000, to remain available
through September 30, 2018: Provided, That notwithstanding sec-
tion 17(h)(10) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1786(h)(10)), not less than $60,000,000 shall be wused for
breastfeeding peer counselors and other related activities, and
$13,600,000 shall be used for infrastructure: Provided further, That
none of the funds provided in this account shall be available for
the purchase of infant formula except in accordance with the cost
containment and competitive bidding requirements specified in sec-
tion 17 of such Act: Provided further, That none of the funds
provided shall be available for activities that are not fully
reimbursed by other Federal Government departments or agencies
unless authorized by section 17 of such Act: Provided further, That
upon termination of a federally mandated vendor moratorium and
subject to terms and conditions established by the Secretary, the
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Workfare.

Secretary may waive the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at
the request of a State agency.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), $78,480,694,000, of which
$3,000,000,000, to remain available through December 31, 2018,
shall be placed in reserve for use only in such amounts and at
such times as may become necessary to carry out program oper-
ations: Provided, That funds provided herein shall be expended
in accordance with section 16 of the Food and Nutrition Act of
2008: Provided further, That of the funds made available under
this heading, $998,000 may be used to provide nutrition education
services to State agencies and Federally Recognized Tribes partici-
pating in the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations:
Provided further, That this appropriation shall be subject to any
work registration or workfare requirements as may be required
by law: Provided further, That funds made available for Employ-
ment and Training under this heading shall remain available
through September 30, 2018: Provided further, That funds made
available under this heading for section 28(d)(1), section 4(b), and
section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 shall remain
available through September 30, 2018: Provided further, That none
of the funds made available under this heading may be obligated
or expended in contravention of section 213A of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A): Provided further, That funds
made available under this heading may be used to enter into
contracts and employ staff to conduct studies, evaluations, or to
conduct activities related to program integrity provided that such
activities are authorized by the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008.

COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out disaster assistance and
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program as authorized by sec-
tion 4(a) of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 1973
(7 U.S.C. 612¢ note); the Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983;
special assistance for the nuclear affected islands, as authorized
by section 103(f)(2) of the Compact of Free Association Amendments
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-188); and the Farmers’ Market Nutri-
tion Program, as authorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutrition
Act of 1966, $315,139,000, to remain available through September
30, 2018: Provided, That none of these funds shall be available
to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corporation for commodities
donated to the program: Provided further, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, effective with funds made available
in fiscal year 2017 to support the Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutrition
Program, as authorized by section 4402 of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002, such funds shall remain available
through September 30, 2018: Provided further, That of the funds
made available under section 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act
of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use up to 10 percent
for costs associated with the distribution of commodities.
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NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary administrative expenses of the Food and Nutri-
tion Service for carrying out any domestic nutrition assistance
rogram, $170,716,000: Provided, That of the funds provided herein,
17,700,000 shall be available until expended for relocation
expenses and for the alteration and repair of buildings and improve-
ments pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250: Provided further, That of the
funds provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for the purposes
of section 4404 of Public Law 107-171, as amended by section
4401 of Public Law 110-246: Provided further, That of the funds Contracts.
provided herein, $1,000,000 shall be used to contract for an inde- Study.
pendent study to identify the best means of consolidating and
coordinating reporting requirements under Child Nutrition Pro-
grams to eliminate redundancy, increase efficiency, and reduce the
reporting burden on school food authorities and State agencies.

TITLE V
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED PROGRAMS
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Agricultural Service,
including not to exceed $250,000 for representation allowances and
for expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act approved August
3, 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $196,571,000: Provided, That the Service
may utilize advances of funds, or reimburse this appropriation
for expenditures made on behalf of Federal agencies, public and
private organizations and institutions under agreements executed
pursuant to the agricultural food production assistance programs
(7 U.S.C. 1737) and the foreign assistance programs of the United
States Agency for International Development: Provided further,
That funds made available for middle-income country training pro-
grams, funds made available for the Borlaug International Agricul-
tural Science and Technology Fellowship program, and up to
$2,000,000 of the Foreign Agricultural Service appropriation solely
for the purpose of offsetting fluctuations in international currency
exchange rates, subject to documentation by the Foreign Agricul-
tural Service, shall remain available until expended.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE I DIRECT CREDIT AND FOOD FOR PROGRESS
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out the credit program
of title I, Food for Peace Act (Public Law 83—-480) and the Food
for Progress Act of 1985, $149,000, shall be transferred to and
merged with the appropriation for “Farm Service Agency, Salaries
and Expenses”.
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Deadline.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS

For expenses during the current fiscal year, not otherwise
recoverable, and unrecovered prior years’ costs, including interest
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Public Law 83-480), for
commodities supplied in connection with dispositions abroad under
title II of said Act, $1,466,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development shall in each instance notify
in writing the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress, the Committee on Agriculture of the House, and the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Senate
and make publicly available online the amount and use of authority
in section 202(a) of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1722(a))
to notwithstand the minimum level of nonemergency assistance
required by section 412(e)(2) of the Food for Peace Act (7 U.S.C.
1736f(e)(2)) not later than 15 days after the date of such action.

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR EDUCATION AND CHILD
NUTRITION PROGRAM GRANTS

For necessary expenses to carry out the provisions of section
3107 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002
(7 U.S.C. 17360-1), $201,626,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Commodity Credit Corporation is
authorized to provide the services, facilities, and authorities for
the purpose of implementing such section, subject to reimbursement
from amounts provided herein: Provided further, That of the amount
made available under this heading, $5,000,000, shall remain avail-
able until expended for necessary expenses to carry out the provi-
sions of section 3207 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C.
1726¢).

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT (LOANS) CREDIT
GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out the Commodity Credit
Corporation’s Export Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103,
$8,537,000; to cover common overhead expenses as permitted by
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
in conformity with the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990, of which
$6,074,000 shall be transferred to and merged with the appropria-
tion for “Foreign Agricultural Service, Salaries and Expenses”, and
of which $2,463,000 shall be transferred to and merged with the
appropriation for “Farm Service Agency, Salaries and Expenses”.
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TITLE VI
RELATED AGENCY AND FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Food and Drug Administration,
including hire and purchase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursuant to Public Law
92-313 for programs and activities of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration which are included in this Act; for rental of special purpose
space in the District of Columbia or elsewhere; for miscellaneous
and emergency expenses of enforcement activities, authorized and
approved by the Secretary and to be accounted for solely on the
Secretary’s certificate, not to exceed $25,000; and notwithstanding
section 521 of Public Law 107-188; $4,655,089,000: Provided, That
of the amount provided under this heading, $754,524,000 shall
be derived from prescription drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379h, and shall be credited to this account and remain available
until expended; $126,083,000 shall be derived from medical device
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j, and shall be credited to
this account and remain available until expended; $323,011,000
shall be derived from human generic drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j—42, and shall be credited to this account and
remain available until expended; $22,079,000 shall be derived from
biosimilar biological product user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379552, and shall be credited to this account and remain available
until expended; $23,673,000 shall be derived from animal drug
user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-12, and shall be credited
to this account and remain available until expended; $11,341,000
shall be derived from animal generic drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j—21, and shall be credited to this account and
remain available until expended; $635,000,000 shall be derived
from tobacco product user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 387s, and
shall be credited to this account and remain available until
expended: Provided further, That in addition to and notwithstanding
any other provision under this heading, amounts collected for
prescription drug user fees, medical device user fees, human generic
drug user fees, biosimilar biological product user fees, animal drug
user fees, and animal generic drug user fees that exceed the respec-
tive fiscal year 2017 limitations are appropriated and shall be
credited to this account and remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That fees derived from prescription drug, medical
device, human generic drug, biosimilar biological product, animal
drug, and animal generic drug assessments for fiscal year 2017,
including any such fees collected prior to fiscal year 2017 but
credited for fiscal year 2017, shall be subject to the fiscal year
2017 limitations: Provided further, That the Secretary may accept
payment during fiscal year 2017 of user fees specified under this
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2018, prior to the due date
for such fees, and that amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal
year 2018 for which the Secretary accepts payment in fiscal year
2017 shall not be included in amounts under this heading: Provided
further, That none of these funds shall be used to develop, establish,
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Transfer
approval.

or operate any program of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701:
Provided further, That of the total amount appropriated: (1)
$1,025,503,000 shall be for the Center for Food Safety and Applied
Nutrition and related field activities in the Office of Regulatory
Affairs; (2) $1,329,328,000 shall be for the Center for Drug Evalua-
tion and Research and related field activities in the Office of Regu-
latory Affairs; (3) $339,618,000 shall be for the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research and for related field activities in the
Office of Regulatory Affairs; (4) $194,252,000 shall be for the Center
for Veterinary Medicine and for related field activities in the Office
of Regulatory Affairs; (5) $427,928,000 shall be for the Center
for Devices and Radiological Health and for related field activities
in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (6) $63,331,000 shall be for
the National Center for Toxicological Research; (7) $596,338,000
shall be for the Center for Tobacco Products and for related field
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (8) not to exceed
$163,507,000 shall be for Rent and Related activities, of which
$46,856,000 is for White Oak Consolidation, other than the amounts
paid to the General Services Administration for rent; (9) not to
exceed $231,293,000 shall be for payments to the General Services
Administration for rent; and (10) $283,991,000 shall be for other
activities, including the Office of the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, the Office of Foods and Veterinary Medicine, the Office
of Medical and Tobacco Products, the Office of Global and Regu-
latory Policy, the Office of Operations, the Office of the Chief
Scientist, and central services for these offices: Provided further,
That not to exceed $25,000 of this amount shall be for official
reception and representation expenses, not otherwise provided for,
as determined by the Commissioner: Provided further, That any
transfer of funds pursuant to section 770(n) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n)) shall only be from
amounts made available under this heading for other activities:
Provided further, That of the amounts that are made available
under this heading for “other activities”, and that are not derived
from user fees, $1,500,000 shall be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for “Department of Health and Human
Services—Office of Inspector General” for oversight of the programs
and operations of the Food and Drug Administration and shall
be in addition to funds otherwise made available for oversight
of the Food and Drug Administration: Provided further, That of
the total amount made available under this heading, $3,000,000
shall be used by the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, in coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Agriculture, for consumer outreach and
education regarding agricultural biotechnology and biotechnology-
derived food products and animal feed, including through publica-
tion and distribution of science-based educational information on
the environmental, nutritional, food safety, economic, and humani-
tarian impacts of such biotechnology, food products, and feed: Pro-
vided further, That funds may be transferred from one specified
activity to another with the prior approval of the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

In addition, mammography user fees authorized by 42 U.S.C.
263b, export certification user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381,
priority review user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360n and 360ff,
food and feed recall fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary
qualified importer program fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j—
31, outsourcing facility fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j—62,
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prescription drug wholesale distributor licensing and inspection
fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 353(e)(3), third-party logistics provider
licensing and inspection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360eee—3(c)(1),
third-party auditor fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), and
medical countermeasure priority review voucher user fees author-
ized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb—4a, shall be credited to this account,
to remain available until expended.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, improvement, extension, alter-
ation, demolition, and purchase of fixed equipment or facilities
of or used by the Food and Drug Administration, where not other-
wise provided, $11,788,000, to remain available until expended.

INDEPENDENT AGENCY
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $68,600,000 (from assessments collected from
farm credit institutions, including the Federal Agricultural Mort-
gage Corporation) shall be obligated during the current fiscal year
for administrative expenses as authorized under 12 U.S.C. 2249:
Provided, That this limitation shall not apply to expenses associated
with receiverships: Provided further, That the agency may exceed Notification.
this limitation by up to 10 percent with notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

TITLE VII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

SEc. 701. Within the unit limit of cost fixed by law, appropria-
tions and authorizations made for the Department of Agriculture
for the current fiscal year under this Act shall be available for
the purchase, in addition to those specifically provided for, of not
to exceed 52 passenger motor vehicles of which 52 shall be for
replacement only, and for the hire of such vehicles: Provided, That
notwithstanding this section, the only purchase of new passenger
vehicles shall be for those determined by the Secretary to be nec-
essary for transportation safety, to reduce operational costs, and
for the protection of life, property, and public safety.

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act,
the Secretary of Agriculture may transfer unobligated balances
of discretionary funds appropriated by this Act or any other avail-
able unobligated discretionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the Working Capital Fund
for the acquisition of plant and capital equipment necessary for
the delivery of financial, administrative, and information technology
services of primary benefit to the agencies of the Department of
Agriculture, such transferred funds to remain available until
expended: Provided, That none of the funds made available by Transfer
this Act or any other Act shall be transferred to the Working approval.
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Capital Fund without the prior approval of the agency adminis-
trator: Provided further, That none of the funds transferred to
the Working Capital Fund pursuant to this section shall be available
for obligation without written notification to and the prior approval
of the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress:
Provided further, That none of the funds appropriated by this
Act or made available to the Department’s Working Capital Fund
shall be available for obligation or expenditure to make any changes
to the Department’s National Finance Center without written
notification to and prior approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress as required by section 717 of
this Act: Provided further, That of annual income amounts in the
Working Capital Fund of the Department of Agriculture allocated
for the National Finance Center, the Secretary may reserve not
more than 4 percent for the replacement or acquisition of capital
equipment, including equipment for the improvement and
implementation of a financial management plan, information tech-
nology, and other systems of the National Finance Center or to
pay any unforeseen, extraordinary cost of the National Finance
Center: Provided further, That none of the amounts reserved shall
be available for obligation unless the Secretary submits written
notification of the obligation to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress: Provided further, That in addition
to the funds appropriated or made available in this Act for the
National Finance Center the Secretary shall make available
$8,608,000 from unobligated balances of the Working Capital Fund
and unobligated balances and reserves of the National Finance
Center for travel, information technology, financial management
systems, and related expenses incurred as a result of a February
2017 tornado: Provided further, That the limitations on the obliga-
tion of funds pending notification to Congressional Committees
shall not apply to any obligation that, as determined by the Sec-
retary, is necessary to respond to a declared state of emergency
that significantly impacts the operations of the National Finance
Center; or to evacuate employees of the National Finance Center
to a safe haven to continue operations of the National Finance
Center.

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act
shall remain available for obligation beyond the current fiscal year
unless expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act may be used
to pay negotiated indirect cost rates on cooperative agreements
or similar arrangements between the United States Department
of Agriculture and nonprofit institutions in excess of 10 percent
of the total direct cost of the agreement when the purpose of
such cooperative arrangements is to carry out programs of mutual
interest between the two parties. This does not preclude appropriate
payment of indirect costs on grants and contracts with such institu-
tions when such indirect costs are computed on a similar basis
for all agencies for which appropriations are provided in this Act.

SEcC. 705. Appropriations to the Department of Agriculture for
the cost of direct and guaranteed loans made available in the
current fiscal year shall remain available until expended to disburse
obligations made in the current fiscal year for the following
accounts: the Rural Development Loan Fund program account, the
Rural Electrification and Telecommunication Loans program
account, and the Rural Housing Insurance Fund program account.
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SEC. 706. None of the funds made available to the Department Determination.
of Agriculture by this Act may be used to acquire new information Contracts.
technology systems or significant upgrades, as determined by the égggg}'?ih e
Office of the Chief Information Officer, without the approval of ’
the Chief Information Officer and the concurrence of the Executive
Information Technology Investment Review Board: Provided, That Notification.
notwithstanding any other provision of law, none of the funds Transfer
appropriated or otherwise made available by this Act may be trans- 2PProval
ferred to the Office of the Chief Information Officer without written
notification to and the prior approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding section 11319 of title 40, United States Code, none
of the funds available to the Department of Agriculture for informa-
tion technology shall be obligated for projects, contracts, or other
agreements over $25,000 prior to receipt of written approval by
the Chief Information Officer: Provided further, That the Chief
Information Officer may authorize an agency to obligate funds
without written approval from the Chief Information Officer for
projects, contracts, or other agreements up to $250,000 based upon
the performance of an agency measured against the performance
plan requirements described in the explanatory statement accom-
panying Public Law 113-235.

SEC. 707. Funds made available under section 524(b) of the
Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal
year shall remain available until expended to disburse obligations
made in the current fiscal year.

SEc. 708. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any
former RUS borrower that has repaid or prepaid an insured, direct
or guaranteed loan under the Rural Electrification Act of 1936,
or any not-for-profit utility that is eligible to receive an insured
or direct loan under such Act, shall be eligible for assistance under
section 313(b)(2)(B) of such Act in the same manner as a borrower
under such Act.

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically provided by law,
not more than $20,000,000 in unobligated balances from appropria-
tions made available for salaries and expenses in this Act for
the Farm Service Agency shall remain available through September
30, 2018, for information technology expenses: Provided, That except
as otherwise specifically provided by law, unobligated balances from
appropriations made available for salaries and expenses in this
Act for the Rural Development mission area shall remain available
through September 30, 2018, for information technology expenses.

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act may be used for first-class travel by the
employees of agencies funded by this Act in contravention of sections
301-10.122 through 301-10.124 of title 41, Code of Federal Regula-
tions.

SEc. 711. In the case of each program established or amended
by the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79), other than
by title I or subtitle A of title III of such Act, or programs for
which indefinite amounts were provided in that Act, that is author-
ized or required to be carried out using funds of the Commodity
Credit Corporation—

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries and related
administrative expenses, including technical assistance, associ-

ated with the implementation of the program, without regard

to the limitation on the total amount of allotments and fund
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Applicability.

transfers contained in section 11 of the Commodity Credit

Corporation Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i); and

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose shall not be
considered to be a fund transfer or allotment for purposes
of applying the limitation on the total amount of allotments
and fund transfers contained in such section.

SeEc. 712. Of the funds made available by this Act, not more
than $2,000,000 shall be used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, panels, commissions, and
task forces of the Department of Agriculture, except for panels
used to comply with negotiated rule makings and panels used
to evaluate competitively awarded grants.

SEC. 713. None of the funds in this Act shall be available
to pay indirect costs charged against any agricultural research,
education, or extension grant awards issued by the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture that exceed 30 percent of total
Federal funds provided under each award: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 1462 of the National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3310), funds pro-
vided by this Act for grants awarded competitively by the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture shall be available to pay full
allowable indirect costs for each grant awarded under section 9
of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638).

SEC. 714. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by this or any other Act shall be used to pay the salaries
and expenses of personnel to carry out the following:

(1) The Watershed Rehabilitation program authorized by
section 14(h)(1) of the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1012(h)(1)) in excess of $9,000,000;

(2) The Environmental Quality Incentives Program as
authorized by sections 1240-1240H of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839aa—-3839aa—8) in excess of
$1,357,000,000: Provided, That this limitation shall apply only
to funds provided by section 1241(a)(5)(D) of the Food Security
Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3841(a)(5)(D));

(3) The Biomass Crop Assistance Program authorized by
section 9011 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act
of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8111) in excess of $3,000,000 in new
obligational authority;

(4) The Biorefinery, Renewable Chemical and Biobased
Product Manufacturing Assistance program as authorized by
section 9003 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act
of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8103) in excess of $151,000,000 of the funding
made available by subsection (g)(1)(A) of that section for all
fiscal years; and

(5) A program authorized by section 524(b) of the Federal
Crop Insurance Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in excess
of $7,000,000 for fiscal year 2017: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 524(b)(4)(C)(i) and 524(b)(4)(C)(iii) this limita-
tion shall not apply to funds provided by section 524(b)(4)(C)(ii).
SEc. 715. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of section 14222 of

Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C. 612c—6; in this section referred to
as “section 14222”), none of the funds appropriated or otherwise
made available by this or any other Act shall be used to pay
the salaries and expenses of personnel to carry out a program
under section 32 of the Act of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c;
in this section referred to as “section 32”) in excess of $886,000,000
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(exclusive of carryover appropriations from prior fiscal years), as
follows: Child Nutrition Programs Entitlement Commodities—
$465,000,000; State Option Contracts— $5,000,000; Removal of
Defective Commodities—$2,500,000; Administration of Section 32
Commodity Purchases—$35,440,000: Provided, That of the total Notification.
funds made available in the matter preceding this proviso that Time period.
remain unobligated on October 1, 2017, such unobligated balances
shall carryover into the next fiscal year and shall remain available
until expended for any of the three stated purposes of section
32, except that any such carryover funds used in accordance with
clause (3) of section 32 may not exceed $75,000,000 and may not
be obligated until the Secretary of Agriculture provides written
notification of the expenditures to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress at least two weeks in advance:
Provided further, That none of the funds made available in this
Act or any other Act shall be used for salaries and expenses to
carry out in this fiscal year sub-section (i)(1)(E) of section 19 of
the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769a),
except in an amount that excludes the transfer of $125,000,000
of the funds to be transferred under subsection (c) of section 14222,
until October 1, 2017: Provided further, That $125,000,000 made
available on October 1, 2017, to carry out such section 19 shall
be excluded from the limitation described in subsection (b)(2)(A)(x)
of section 14222: Provided further, That, with the exception of
any available carryover funds authorized in the first proviso of
this section to be used for the purposes of clause (3) of section
32, none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available
by this or any other Act shall be used to pay the salaries or
expenses of any employee of the Department of Agriculture or
officer of the Commodity Credit Corporation to carry out clause
(3) of section 32, or for any surplus removal activities or price
support activities under section 5 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (15 U.S.C. 714c): Provided further, That the avail-
able unobligated balances under (b)(2)(A)(ix) of section 14222 in
excess of the limitation set forth in this section, excluding the
carryover amounts authorized in the first proviso of this section
for section 32 and the amounts to be transferred pursuant to
the second proviso of this section, are hereby permanently rescinded.

SEC. 716. None of the funds appropriated by this or any other
Act shall be used to pay the salaries and expenses of personnel
who prepare or submit appropriations language as part of the
President’s budget submission to the Congress for programs under
the jurisdiction of the Appropriations Subcommittees on Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a reduction from the
previous year due to user fees proposals that have not been enacted
into law prior to the submission of the budget unless such budget
submission identifies which additional spending reductions should
occur in the event the user fees proposals are not enacted prior
to the date of the convening of a committee of conference for
the fiscal year 2018 appropriations Act.

SEc. 717. (a) None of the funds provided by this Act, or provided Notifications.
by previous appropriations Acts to the agencies funded by this Time periods.
Act that remain available for obligation or expenditure in the cur-
rent fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in the Treasury
derived by the collection of fees available to the agencies funded
by this Act, shall be available for obligation or expenditure through
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a reprogramming, transfer of funds, or reimbursements as author-
ized by the Economy Act, or in the case of the Department of
Agriculture, through use of the authority provided by section 702(b)
of the Department of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944 (7 U.S.C.
2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89-106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any means for any
project or activity for which funds have been denied or
restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activities; or

(6) contracts out or privatizes any functions or activities
presently performed by Federal employees;

unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of Health
and Human Services (as the case may be) notifies in writing and
receives approval from the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming of such funds or the use of such authority.

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act, or provided by
previous Appropriations Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or expenditure in the current
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in the Treasury derived
by the collection of fees available to the agencies funded by this
Act, shall be available for obligation or expenditure for activities,
programs, or projects through a reprogramming or use of the
authorities referred to in subsection (a) involving funds in excess
of $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less, that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects, or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any existing program,
project, or activity, or numbers of personnel by 10 percent
as approved by Congress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a reduction in
personnel which would result in a change in existing programs,
activities, or projects as approved by Congress; unless the Sec-
retary of Agriculture or the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (as the case may be) notifies in writing and receives
approval from the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress at least 30 days in advance of the re-
programming or transfer of such funds or the use of such
authority.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall notify in writing and receive approval
from the Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
before implementing any program or activity not carried out during
the previous fiscal year unless the program or activity is funded
by this Act or specifically funded by any other Act.

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act, or provided by
previous Appropriations Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or expenditure in the current
fiscal year, or provided from any accounts in the Treasury derived
by the collection of fees available to the agencies funded by this
Act, shall be available for—

(1) modifying major capital investments funding levels,
including information technology systems, that involves
increasing or decreasing funds in the current fiscal year for
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the individual investment in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent

of the total cost, whichever is less;
(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current, or vacant posi-

tions or agency activities or functions to establish a center,

office, branch, or similar entity with five or more personnel;

or

(3) carrying out activities or functions that were not
described in the budget request; unless the agencies funded

by this Act notify, in writing, the Committees on Appropriations

of both Houses of Congress at least 30 days in advance of

using the funds for these purposes.

(e) As described in this section, no funds may be used for
any activities unless the Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary
of Health and Human Services receives from the Committee on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress written or electronic
mail confirmation of receipt of the notification as required in this
section.

SEc. 718. Notwithstanding section 310B(g)(5) of the Consoli- Fees.
dated Farm and Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(g)(5)), the
Secretary may assess a one-time fee for any guaranteed business
and industry loan in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent
of the guaranteed principal portion of the loan.

SEC. 719. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available to the Department of Agriculture, the Food and Drug
Administration, or the Farm Credit Administration shall be used
to transmit or otherwise make available reports, questions, or
responses to questions that are a result of information requested
for the appropriations hearing process to any non-Department of
Agriculture, non-Department of Health and Human Services, or
non-Farm Credit Administration employee.

SEC. 720. Unless otherwise authorized by existing law, none News story.
of the funds provided in this Act, may be used by an executive Notification.
branch agency to produce any prepackaged news story intended
for broadcast or distribution in the United States unless the story
includes a clear notification within the text or audio of the pre-
packaged news story that the prepackaged news story was prepared
or funded by that executive branch agency.

SEC. 721. No employee of the Department of Agriculture may Time period.
be detailed or assigned from an agency or office funded by this Reimbursement.
Act or any other Act to any other agency or office of the Department
for more than 60 days in a fiscal year unless the individual’s
employing agency or office is fully reimbursed by the receiving
agency or office for the salary and expenses of the employee for
the period of assignment.

SEC. 722. In addition to amounts otherwise made available

by this Act and notwithstanding the last sentence of 16 U.S.C.
1310, there is appropriated $4,000,000, to remain available until
expended, to implement non-renewable agreements on eligible
lands, including flooded agricultural lands, as determined by the
Secretary, under the Water Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301-1311).

SEc. 723. Not later than 30 days after the date of enactment Deadline.
of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the Spending plan.
Food and Drug Administration, and the Chairman of the Farm Fees.
Credit Administration shall submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a detailed spending plan by
program, project, and activity for all the funds made available
under this Act including appropriated user fees, as defined in the
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explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter pre-
ceding division A of this consolidated Act).

SEC. 724. Funds made available under title II of the Food
for Peace Act (7 U.S.C. 1721 et seq.) may only be used to provide
assistance to recipient nations if adequate monitoring and controls,
as determined by the Secretary, are in place to ensure that emer-
gency food aid is received by the intended beneficiaries in areas
affected by food shortages and not diverted for unauthorized or
inappropriate purposes.

SEC. 725. The Secretary shall establish an intermediary loan
packaging program based on the pilot program in effect for fiscal
year 2013 for packaging and reviewing section 502 single family
direct loans. The Secretary shall enter into agreements with current
intermediary organizations and with additional qualified inter-
mediary organizations. The Secretary shall work with these
organizations to increase effectiveness of the section 502 single
family direct loan program in rural communities and shall set
aside and make available from the national reserve section 502
loans an amount necessary to support the work of such inter-
mediaries and provide a priority for review of such loans.

SEC. 726. For loans and loan guarantees that do not require
budget authority and the program level has been established in
this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may increase the program
level for such loans and loan guarantees by not more than 25
percent: Provided, That prior to the Secretary implementing such
an increase, the Secretary notifies, in writing, the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress at least 15 days
in advance.

SEC. 727. None of the credit card refunds or rebates transferred
to the Working Capital Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 2235a; Public
Law 107-76) shall be available for obligation without written
notification to, and the prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided, That the refunds
or rebates so transferred shall be available for obligation only
for the acquisition of plant and capital equipment necessary for
the delivery of financial, administrative, and information technology
services of primary benefit to the agencies of the Department of
Agriculture.

SEC. 728. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be used to procure processed poultry products imported into the
United States from the People’s Republic of China for use in the
school lunch program under the Richard B. Russell National School
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the Child and Adult Care
Food Program under section 17 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1766), the
Summer Food Service Program for Children under section 13 of
such Act (42 U.S.C. 1761), or the school breakfast program under
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.).

SEC. 729. In response to an eligible community where the
drinking water supplies are inadequate due to a natural disaster,
as determined by the Secretary, including drought or severe
weather, the Secretary may provide potable water through the
Emergency Community Water Assistance Grant Program for an
additional period of time not to exceed 120 days beyond the estab-
EShleC}ll period provided under the Program in order to protect public

ealth.
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SEc. 730. Funds provided by this or any prior Appropriations
Act for the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C.
450i(b) shall be made available without regard to section 7128
of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 3371 note), under the
matching requirements in laws in effect on the date before the
date of enactment of such section: Provided, That the requirements Applicability.
of 7 U.S.C. 450i(b)(9) shall continue to apply.

SEC. 731. There is hereby appropriated $1,996,000 to carry
out section 1621 of Public Law 110-246.

SEC. 732. None of the funds made available by this Act may Plan.
be used by the Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the Food Coordination.
and Nutrition Service, to commence any new research and evalua- agf;i &e“‘)d'
tion projects until the Secretary submits to the Committees on ‘
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a research and evalua-
tion plan for fiscal year 2017, prepared in coordination with the
Research, Education, and Economics mission area of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and a period of 30 days beginning on the
date of the submission of the plan expires to permit Congressional
review of the plan.

SEC. 733. In carrying out subsection (h) of section 502 of the
Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall have the same authority with respect to loans guaranteed
under such section and eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of section 538 of such
Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p—2) with respect to loans guaranteed under
such section 538 and eligible lenders for such loans.

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be used to propose, promulgate, or implement any rule, or take
any other action with respect to, allowing or requiring information
intended for a prescribing health care professional, in the case
of a drug or biological product subject to section 503(b)(1) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to
be distributed to such professional electronically (in lieu of in paper
form) unless and until a Federal law is enacted to allow or require
such distribution.

SEC. 735. Any amounts transferred pursuant to section 149
of the Continuing Appropriations Act, 2017 (division C of Public
Law 114-223), as amended by the Further Continuing and Security
Assistance Appropriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 114-254), that
the Secretary of Agriculture determines are not necessary for the
cost of direct telecommunications loans authorized by section 305
of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935) shall be
transferred back to the accounts to which they were originally
appropriated and shall be available for the same purposes as origi-
nally appropriated.

SEC. 736. None of the funds made available by this Act may Human embryo.
be used to notify a sponsor or otherwise acknowledge receipt of
a submission for an exemption for investigational use of a drug
or biological product under section 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section 351(a)(3) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which
a human embryo is intentionally created or modified to include
a heritable genetic modification. Any such submission shall be
deemed to have not been received by the Secretary, and the exemp-
tion may not go into effect.

SEC. 737. None of the funds made available by this or any
other Act may be used to carry out the final rule promulgated
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by the Food and Drug Administration and put into effect November
16, 2015, in regards to the hazard analysis and risk-based preven-
tive control requirements of the current good manufacturing prac-
tice, hazard analysis, and risk-based preventive controls for food
for animals rule with respect to the regulation of the production,
distribution, sale, or receipt of dried spent grain byproducts of
the alcoholic beverage production process.

SEC. 738. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall—

(1) conduct audits in a manner that evaluates the following
factors in the country or region being audited, as applicable—
(A) veterinary control and oversight;
(B) disease history and vaccination practices;
(C) livestock demographics and traceability;
(D) epidemiological separation from potential sources
of infection;
(E) surveillance practices;
(F) diagnostic laboratory capabilities; and
(G) emergency preparedness and response; and
(2) promptly make publicly available the final reports of

any audits or reviews conducted pursuant to subsection (1).

(b) This section shall be applied in a manner consistent with
United States obligations under its international trade agreements.

SEC. 739. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be used to carry out any activities or incur any expense related
to the issuance of licenses under section 3 of the Animal Welfare
Act (7 U.S.C. 2133), or the renewal of such licenses, to class B
dealers who sell dogs and cats for use in research, experiments,
teaching, or testing.

SEC. 740. No partially hydrogenated oils as defined in the
order published by the Food and Drug Administration in the Federal
Register on June 17, 2015 (80 Fed. Reg. 34650 et seq.) shall be
deemed unsafe within the meaning of section 409(a) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 348(a)) and no food that
is introduced or delivered for introduction into interstate commerce
that bears or contains a partially hydrogenated oil shall be deemed
adulterated under sections 402(a)(1) or 402(a)2)(C)(i) of this Act
by virtue of bearing or containing a partially hydrogenated oil
until the compliance date as specified in such order (June 18,
2018).

SEC. 741. The Secretary may charge a fee for lenders to access
Department loan guarantee systems in connection with such
lenders’ participation in loan guarantee programs of the Rural
Housing Service: Provided, That the funds collected from such fees
shall be made available to the Secretary without further appropria-
tion and such funds shall be deposited into the Rural Development
Salaries and Expense Account and shall remain available until
expended for obligation and expenditure by the Secretary for
administrative expenses of the Rural Housing Service Loan Guar-
antee Program in addition to other available funds: Provided fur-
ther, That such fees collected shall not exceed $50 per loan.

SEC. 742. (a) None of the funds made available in this Act
may be used to maintain or establish a computer network unless
such network blocks the viewing, downloading, and exchanging
of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the use of funds nec-
essary for any Federal, State, tribal, or local law enforcement agency
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or any other entity carrying out criminal investigations, prosecution,
or adjudication activities.

SEC. 743. In addition to amounts otherwise made available
by this Act under the heading “Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service—Buildings and Facilities”, there 1is appropriated
$47,000,000, to remain available until expended, for fruit fly rearing
facilities.

SEC. 744. Beginning on the date of enactment of this Act, Effective date.
in fiscal year 2017 and each fiscal year hereafter, notwithstanding Notification.
any other provision of law, a household certified to participate 7USC 2014a.
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is required to
report in a manner prescribed by the Secretary if the household
no longer resides in the State in which it is certified.

SEC. 745. Of the unobligated balances from amounts made
available for the special supplemental nutrition program as author-
ized by section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.

1786), $850,000,000 are rescinded.

SEC. 746. (a)(1) No Federal funds made available for this fiscal
year for the rural water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by sections 306, 306A,
306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B of the Consolidated Farm and Rural
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used for a project
for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of a public
water or wastewater system unless all of the iron and steel products
used in the project are produced in the United States.

(2) In this section, the term “iron and steel products” means Definition.
the following products made primarily of iron or steel: lined or
unlined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and other municipal
castings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe clamps and restraints,
valves, structural steel, reinforced precast concrete, and construc-
tion materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any case or category
of cases in which the Secretary of Agriculture (in this section
referred to as the “Secretary”) or the designee of the Secretary
finds that—

(1) applying subsection (a) would be inconsistent with the
public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced in the United
States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities or of
a satisfactory quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products produced in the

United States will increase the cost of the overall project by

more than 25 percent.

(c) If the Secretary or the designee receives a request for Waiver request.
a waiver under this section, the Secretary or the designee shall Public
make available to the public on an informal basis a copy of the ,llfifrgzmi?l‘(’ﬁ
request and information available to the Secretary or the designee perod.
concerning the request, and shall allow for informal public input
on the request for at least 15 days prior to making a finding
based on the request. The Secretary or the designee shall make Web posting.
the request and accompanying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Internet Web site of the
Department.

(d) This section shall be applied in a manner consistent with Applicability.
United States obligations under international agreements.

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25 percent of the funds
appropriated in this Act for “Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water
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Definition.

Time periods.

Compliance.

and Waste Disposal Program Account” for carrying out the provi-
sions described in subsection (a)(1) for management and oversight
of the requirements of this section.

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with respect to a project
for which the engineering plans and specifications include use of
iron and steel products otherwise prohibited by such subsection
if the plans and specifications have received required approvals
from State agencies prior to the date of enactment of this Act.

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms “United States”
and “State” shall include each of the several States, the District
of Columbia, and each federally recognized Indian tribe.

SEC. 747. (a) For the period beginning on the date of enactment
of this Act through school year 2017-2018, with respect to the
school lunch program established under the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) or the school
breakfast program established under the Child Nutrition Act of
1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.) and final regulations published by
the Department of Agriculture in the Federal Register on January
26, 2012 (77 Fed. Reg. 4088 et seq.), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall allow States to grant an exemption from the whole grain
requirements that took effect on or after July 1, 2014, and the
States shall establish a process for evaluating and responding,
in a reasonable amount of time, to requests for an exemption:
Provided, That school food authorities demonstrate hardship,
including financial hardship, in procuring specific whole grain prod-
ucts which are acceptable to the students and compliant with the
whole grain-rich requirements: Provided further, That school food
authorities shall comply with the applicable grain component or
standard with respect to the school lunch or school breakfast pro-
gram that was in effect prior to July 1, 2014.

(b) For the period beginning on the date of enactment of this
Act through school year 2017-2018, none of the funds appropriated
or otherwise made available by this or any other Act shall be
used to pay the salaries and expenses of personnel to implement
any regulations under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
(42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.), the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-296), or any other law that would require
a reduction in the quantity of sodium contained in federally
reimbursed meals, foods, and snacks sold in schools below Target
1 (as described in section 220.8(f)(3) of title 7, Code of Federal
Regulations (or successor regulations)).

(c) For the period beginning on the date of enactment of this
Act through school year 2017-2018, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary shall allow States to grant special
exemptions for the service of flavored, low-fat fluid milk in the
school lunch program established under the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) and the school
breakfast program established under the Child Nutrition Act of
1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.), and as a competitive food available
on campus during the school day, to schools which demonstrate
a reduction in student milk consumption or an increase in school
milk waste.

SEC. 748. In addition to amounts otherwise made available
under this Act to carry out section 27(a)(1) of the Food and Nutrition
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)(1)) for fiscal year 2017, there is
appropriated $19,000,000 to carry out such section.
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SEC. 749. (a) Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary of Agri- 7 USC 936¢ note.
culture may conduct a pilot program in accordance with this section
that authorizes not more than $600,000,000 in funds from rural
electrification loans made by the Federal Financing Bank that
are guaranteed under section 306 of the Rural Electrification Act
of 1936 to be used for refinancing debt pursuant to section 306C
of such Act (including any associated prepayment penalties and
prepayment or refinance premium), notwithstanding subsections
(b) and (¢)(4) of section 306C of such Act.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture may not provide an authoriza- Determination.
tion under subsection (a) to a borrower unless the Secretary deter-
mines that the refinancing involved will benefit the ratepayers
of the borrower.

(c) The Federal Financing Bank shall make a new loan to Loans.
each borrower refinancing a loan pursuant to this section and
section 306 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, for the purpose
of providing funds for the refinancing, which loan shall be obligated
from amounts made available for rural electrification loans, and
the Secretary of Agriculture shall guarantee the new loan pursuant
to section 306 of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936.

(d) For the cost of refinancing a loan pursuant to this section
for any borrower identified by the Federal Financing Bank as
having opted since origination of the loan to pay an interest rate
premium for the eligibility to prepay at par, including a borrower
paying an interest rate premium in the near-term for the right
to prepay at par starting in 2020, $13,800,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That these funds shall also be available
for refinancing a loan pursuant to any extension or expansion
of this pilot program that is enacted subsequent to this Act for
those same borrowers.

(e) The authority for the pilot program provided by this section
shall remain in effect through September 30, 2019.

SEc. 750. Of the total amounts made available by this Act
for direct loans and grants in the following headings: “Rural
Housing Service—Rural Housing Insurance Fund Program
Account”; “Rural Housing Service—Mutual and Self-Help Housing
Grants”; “Rural Housing Service—Rural Housing Assistance
Grants”; “Rural Housing Service—Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account”; “Rural Business-Cooperative Service—Rural Busi-
ness Program Account”; “Rural Business-Cooperative Service—
Rural Economic Development Loans Program Account”; “Rural
Business- Cooperative Service—Rural Cooperative Development
Grants”; “Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water and Waste Disposal
Program Account”; “Rural Utilities Service—Rural Electrification
and Telecommunications Loans Program Account”; and “Rural Utili-
ties Service—Distance Learning, Telemedicine, and Broadband Pro-
gram”, to the maximum extent feasible, at least 10 percent of
the new unobligated balances remaining upon enactment shall be
allocated for assistance in persistent poverty counties under this
section: Provided, That for purposes of this section, the term “per- Definition.
sistent poverty counties” means any county that has had 20 percent
or more of its population living in poverty over the past 30 years,
as measured by the 1980, 1990, and 2000 decennial censuses,
and 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-year average: Pro-
vided further, That with respect to specific activities for which Applicability.
program levels have been made available by this Act that are
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Regulations.
Deadline.

not supported by budget authority, the requirements of this section
shall be applied to such program level.

SEC. 751. For the purposes of determining eligibility or level
of program assistance for Rural Development mission area programs
the Secretary shall not include incarcerated prison populations.

SEC. 752. For an additional amount for “Food and Drug
Administration—Salaries and Expenses” to prevent, prepare for,
and respond to emerging health threats, including the Ebola and
Zika viruses, domestically and internationally and to develop nec-
essary medical countermeasures and vaccines, including the review,
regulation, and post market surveillance of vaccines and therapies,
and for related administrative activities, $10,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

SEC. 753. There is hereby appropriated for the “Emergency
Conservation Program”, $28,651,000, to remain available until
expended for emergencies not declared as a major disaster or emer-
gency under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.).

SEC. 754. None of the funds appropriated by this Act may
be used in any way, directly or indirectly, to influence congressional
action on any legislation or appropriation matters pending before
Congress, other than to communicate to Members of Congress as
described in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 755. In addition to funds appropriated in this Act, there
is hereby appropriated $134,000,000, to remain available until
expended, under the heading “Food for Peace Title II Grants”:
Provided, That the funds made available under this section shall
be used for the purposes set forth in the Food for Peace Act
for both emergency and non-emergency purposes.

SEC. 756. The Secretary of Health and Human Services, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, shall issue final
regulations revising the Federal drug regulations (as defined in
section 1112(c) of such Act (21 U.S.C. 360dd note)) with respect
to medical gases not later than July 15, 2017.

SEC. 757. For an additional amount for “Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service—Salaries and Expenses”, $5,500,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2018, for one-time control
and management and associated activities directly related to the
multiple-agency response to citrus greening.

SEC. 758. The following unobligated balances identified by the
following Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbols are hereby
rescinded: 12X1951, $632,928.89; 12X1953, $2,420,129.91; 12X1902,
$352,323.31; 12X1900, $16,452.44; and 12X1232, $529,310.95: Pro-
vided, That no amounts may be rescinded from amounts that were
designated by the Congress as an emergency or disaster relief
requirement pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the budget
or the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of
1985.

SEC. 759. The unobligated balances resulting from offsetting
collections identified by Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbols
12X1951, 12X2002, 12X2006, 12X1902, 12X1900, 12X1232, and
12X1980, respectively, are hereby rescinded: Provided, that no
amounts may be rescinded from amounts that were designated
by the Congress as an emergency or disaster relief requirement
pursuant to a concurrent resolution on the budget or the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.
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SEC. 760. There is hereby appropriated $5,000,000, to remain Grants.
available until September 30, 2018, for a pilot program for the
National Institute of Food and Agriculture to provide grants to
nonprofit organizations for programs and services to establish and
enhance farming and ranching opportunities for military veterans.

SEC. 761. During fiscal year 2017, the Food and Drug Adminis- Time period.
tration (FDA) shall not allow the introduction or delivery for Labeling.
introduction into interstate commerce of any food that contains
genetically engineered salmon until FDA publishes final labeling
guidelines for informing consumers of such content.

SEC. 762. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be used to pay the salary or expenses of personnel—

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the Federal Meat

Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603);

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of the Federal

Agriculture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C.

1901 note; Public Law 104-127); or

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19 of title 9, Code

of Federal Regulations (or a successor regulation).

SEC. 763. The Secretary shall set aside for Rural Economic Termination

Area Partnership (REAP) Zones, until August 15, 2017, an amount date.
of funds made available in title III under the headings of Rural
Housing Insurance Fund Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance Grants, Rural Commu-
nity Facilities Program Account, Rural Business Program Account,
Rural Development Loan Fund Program Account, and Rural Water
and Waste Disposal Program Account, equal to the amount obli-
gated in REAP Zones with respect to funds provided under such
headings in the most recent fiscal year any such funds were obli-
gated under such headings for REAP Zones.

SEC. 764. There is hereby appropriated $600,000 for the pur-
poses of section 727 of division A of Public Law 112-55.

SEC. 765. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be used to implement, administer, or enforce the “variety” require-
ments of the final rule entitled “Enhancing Retailer Standards
in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)” pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in the Federal Register
on December 15, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary
of Agriculture amends the definition of the term “variety” as de
fined in section 278.1(b)(1)(i1)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, and “variety” as applied in the definition of the term “staple
food” as defined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, to increase the number of items that qualify as acceptable
varieties in each staple food category so that the total number
of such items in each staple food category exceeds the number
of such items in each staple food category included in the final
rule as published on December 15, 2016: Provided, That until Applicability.
the Secretary promulgates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regarding acceptable varieties
and breadth of stock to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
retailers that were in effect on the day before the date of the
enactment of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

SEC. 766. None of the funds made available by this Act may Sodium.
be used by the Food and Drug Administration to develop, issue,
promote, or advance any regulations applicable to food manufactur-
ers for population-wide sodium reduction actions or to develop,
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Grants.

Implementation
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Time period.
Reports.

Grants.

issue, promote or advance final guidance applicable to food manufac-
turers for long term population-wide sodium reduction actions until
the date on which a dietary reference intake report with respect
to sodium is completed.

SEC. 767. There is hereby appropriated $1,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018, for the cost of loans and grants
that is consistent with section 4206 of the Agricultural Act of
2014, for necessary expenses of the Secretary to support projects
that provide access to healthy food in underserved areas, to create
and preserve quality jobs, and to revitalize low-income communities.

SEC. 768. In addition to funds appropriated in this Act, there
is hereby appropriated $500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018, under the heading “Rural Development, Salaries
and Expenses”, for development of an implementation plan for
increasing access to education in the fields of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics in rural communities through the
Distance Learning and Telemedicine program.

SEC. 769. There is hereby appropriated $8,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018, to carry out section 6407 of
the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C.
8107a).

SEC. 770. (a) Of the unobligated balances from amounts made
available in fiscal year 2016 for the Comprehensive Loan Accounting
System under the heading “Rural Development, Salaries and
Expenses”, $8,900,000 are hereby rescinded.

(b) For an additional amount for “Rural Development, Salaries
and Expenses”, $8,900,000, to remain available until September
30, 2018, is provided for Information Technology modernization
activities.

SEcC. 771. The Secretary shall modify the pilot program initiated
March 1, 2017, designed to preserve affordable rental housing
through non-profit transfer or acquisition of Section 515 properties
with expiring mortgages. The program will study effective means
to transfer Section 515 properties exiting the program due to mort-
gage maturity to qualified nonprofit organizations to preserve the
properties in the Rural Housing Service multi-family program. The
Secretary shall—

(1) Conduct limited research under the authority found
at section 506(b) of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended
(41 U.S.C. §1476(b));

(2) Track the results and identify ways or incentives to
create additional opportunities for nonprofits to participate in
the preservation of properties;

(3) Work collaboratively with third-parties to address con-
cerns identified on the Department issued guidance issued Sep-
tember 16, 2016 titled, “March 1, 2017, Pilot Program to Pro-
mote Non-Profit Participation in Transactions to Retain the
Section 515 Portfolio” to maximize research benefits and poten-
tial application; and

(4) Conduct research for two years after the date of the
enactment of this Act and report the findings to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress:

Provided, That there is hereby appropriated $1,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018, to provide grants to qualified
non-profit organizations and public housing authorities to provide
technical assistance, including financial and legal services, to RHS
multi-family housing borrowers to facilitate the acquisition of RHS
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multi-family housing properties in areas where the Secretary deter-
mines a risk of loss of affordable housing.

SEC. 772. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture (referred to in this Time period.
section as the “Secretary”) shall carry out a pilot program during Determinations.
fiscal year 2017 with respect to the 2016 crop year for county-
level agriculture risk coverage payments under section 1117(b)(1)
of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9017(b)(1)), that provides
all or some of the State Farm Service Agency offices in each State
the opportunity to provide agricultural producers in the State a
supplemental payment described in subsection (c¢) based on the
alternate calculation method described in subsection (b) for 1 or
more counties in a State if the office for that State determines
that the alternate calculation method is necessary to ensure that,
to the maximum extent practicable, there are not significant yield
calculation disparities between comparable counties in the State.

(b) The alternate calculation method referred to in subsection
(a) is a method of calculating the actual yield for the 2016 crop
year for county-level agriculture risk coverage payments under sec-
tion 1117(b)(1) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9017(b)(1)),
under which—

(1) county data of the National Agricultural Statistics
Service (referred to in this section as “NASS data”) is used
for the calculations;

(2) if there is insufficient NASS data for a county (as
determined under standards of the Secretary in effect as of
the date of enactment of this Act) or the available NASS data
produces a substantially disparate result, the calculation of
the county yield is determined using comparable contiguous
county NASS data as determined by the Farm Service Agency
office in the applicable State; and

(3) if there is insufficient NASS data for a comparable
contiguous county (as determined under standards of the Sec-
retary in effect as of the date of enactment of this Act), the
calculation of the county yield is determined using reliable
yield data from other sources, such as Risk Management Agency
data, National Agricultural Statistics Service district data,
National Agricultural Statistics Service State yield data, or
other data as determined by the Farm Service Agency office
in the applicable State.

(c)(1) A supplemental payment made under the pilot program
established under this section may be made to an agricultural
producer who is subject to the alternate calculation method
described in subsection (b) if that agricultural producer would other-
wise receive a county-level agriculture risk coverage payment for
the 2016 crop year in an amount that is less than the payment
that the agricultural producer would receive under the alternate
calculation method.

(2) The amount of a supplemental payment to an agricultural
producer under this section may not exceed the difference between—

(A) the payment that the agricultural producer would have
received without the alternate calculation method described
in subsection (b); and

(B) the payment that the agricultural producer would
receive using the alternate calculation method.

(d)(1) There is appropriated to the Secretary, out of funds
of the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $5,000,000, to remain



131 STAT. 182 PUBLIC LAW 115-31—MAY 5, 2017

Applicability.

Commerce,
Justice, Science,
and Related
Agencies
Appropriations
Act, 2017.

Department of
Commerce
Appropriations
Act, 2017.

Time periods.
Fees.

available until September 30, 2018, to carry out the pilot program
described in this section.

(2) Of the funds appropriated, the Secretary shall use not
more than $5,000,000 to carry out the pilot program described
in this section.

(e)(1) To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary shall
select States to participate in the pilot program under this section
so the cost of the pilot program equals the amount provided under
subsection (d).

(2) To the extent that the cost of the pilot program exceeds
the amount made available, the Secretary shall reduce all payments
under the pilot program on a pro rata basis.

(f) Nothing in this section affects the calculation of actual
yield for purposes of county-level agriculture risk coverage payments
under section 1117(b)(1) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C.
9017(b)(1)) other than payments made in accordance with the pilot
program under this section.

(g) A calculation of actual yield made using the alternate cal-
culation method described in subsection (b) shall not be used as
a basis for any agriculture risk coverage payment determinations
under section 1117 of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9017)
other than for purposes of the pilot program under this section.

SEC. 773. None of the funds made available by this Act or
any other Act may be used—

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the Agricultural

Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940); or

(2) to prohibit the transportation, processing, sale, or use
of industrial hemp that is grown or cultivated in accordance
with section 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 2014, within or
outside the State in which the industrial hemp is grown or
cultivated.

SEC. 774. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for pur-
poses of applying the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 301 et seq.), the acceptable market name of Lithodes
aequispinus is “golden king crab.”

This division may be cited as the “Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2017”.

DIVISION B—COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
INTERNATIONAL TRADE ADMINISTRATION

OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for international trade activities of
the Department of Commerce provided for by law, and for engaging
in trade promotional activities abroad, including expenses of grants
and cooperative agreements for the purpose of promoting exports
of United States firms, without regard to sections 3702 and 3703
of title 44, United States Code; full medical coverage for dependent
members of immediate families of employees stationed overseas
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and employees temporarily posted overseas; travel and transpor-
tation of employees of the International Trade Administration
between two points abroad, without regard to section 40118 of
title 49, United States Code; employment of citizens of the United
States and aliens by contract for services; rental of space abroad
for periods not exceeding 10 years, and expenses of alteration,
repair, or improvement; purchase or construction of temporary
demountable exhibition structures for use abroad; payment of tort
claims, in the manner authorized in the first paragraph of section
2672 of title 28, United States Code, when such claims arise in
foreign countries; not to exceed $294,300 for official representation
expenses abroad; purchase of passenger motor vehicles for official
use abroad, not to exceed $45,000 per vehicle; obtaining insurance
on official motor vehicles; and rental of tie lines, $495,000,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2018, of which $12,000,000
is to be derived from fees to be retained and used by the Inter-
national Trade Administration, notwithstanding section 3302 of
title 31, United States Code: Provided, That, of amounts provided China.
under this heading, not less than $16,400,000 shall be for China
antidumping and countervailing duty enforcement and compliance
activities: Provided further, That the provisions of the first sentence Applicability.
of section 105(f) and all of section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational
and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c))
shall apply in carrying out these activities; and that for the purpose
of this Act, contributions under the provisions of the Mutual Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961 shall include payment
for assessments for services provided as part of these activities.

BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY

OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses for export administration and national
security activities of the Department of Commerce, including costs
associated with the performance of export administration field
activities both domestically and abroad; full medical coverage for
dependent members of immediate families of employees stationed
overseas; employment of citizens of the United States and aliens
by contract for services abroad; payment of tort claims, in the
manner authorized in the first paragraph of section 2672 of title
28, United States Code, when such claims arise in foreign countries;
not to exceed $13,500 for official representation expenses abroad;
awards of compensation to informers under the Export Administra-
tion Act of 1979, and as authorized by section 1(b) of the Act
of June 15, 1917 (40 Stat. 223; 22 U.S.C. 401(b)); and purchase
of passenger motor vehicles for official use and motor vehicles
for law enforcement use with special requirement vehicles eligible
for purchase without regard to any price limitation otherwise estab-
lished by law, $112,500,000, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That the provisions of the first sentence of section 105(f) Applicability.
and all of section 108(c) of the Mutual Educational and Cultural
Exchange Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2455(f) and 2458(c)) shall apply
in carrying out these activities: Provided further, That payments
and contributions collected and accepted for materials or services
provided as part of such activities may be retained for use in
covering the cost of such activities, and for providing information
to the public with respect to the export administration and national
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security activities of the Department of Commerce and other export
control programs of the United States and other governments.

EcoNoMIc DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

For grants for economic development assistance as provided
by the Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965, for
trade adjustment assistance, and for grants authorized by section
27 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
(15 U.S.C. 3722), $237,000,000, to remain available until expended,
of which $17,000,000 shall be for grants under such section 27.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of administering the economic develop-
ment assistance programs as provided for by law, $39,000,000:
Provided, That these funds may be used to monitor projects
approved pursuant to title I of the Public Works Employment
Act of 1976, title II of the Trade Act of 1974, section 27 of the
Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C.
3722), and the Community Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1977.

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AGENCY

MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

For necessary expenses of the Department of Commerce in
fostering, promoting, and developing minority business enterprise,
including expenses of grants, contracts, and other agreements with
public or private organizations, $34,000,000.

ECONOMIC AND STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as authorized by law, of economic
and statistical analysis programs of the Department of Commerce,
$107,300,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018.

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

CURRENT SURVEYS AND PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses for collecting, compiling, analyzing, pre-
paring and publishing statistics, provided for by law, $270,000,000:
Provided, That, from amounts provided herein, funds may be used
for promotion, outreach, and marketing activities: Provided further,
That the Bureau of the Census shall collect and analyze data
for the Annual Social and Economic Supplement to the Current
Population Survey using the same health insurance questions
included in previous years, in addition to the revised questions
implemented in the Current Population Survey beginning in Feb-
ruary 2014.
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PERIODIC CENSUSES AND PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for collecting, compiling, analyzing, pre-
paring and publishing statistics for periodic censuses and programs
provided for by law, %1,200,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That, from amounts provided herein,
funds may be used for promotion, outreach, and marketing activi-
ties: Provided further, That within the amounts appropriated,
$2,580,000 shall be transferred to the “Office of Inspector General”
account for activities associated with carrying out investigations
and audits related to the Bureau of the Census: Provided further,
That not more than 50 percent of the amounts made available Expenditure
under this heading for information technology related to 2020 plan.
census delivery, including the Census Enterprise Data Collection
and Processing (CEDCaP) program, may be obligated until the
Secretary submits to the Committees on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a plan for expenditure
that: (1) identifies for each CEDCaP project/investment over
$25,000: (A) the functional and performance capabilities to be deliv-
ered and the mission benefits to be realized; (B) the estimated
lifecycle cost, including estimates for development as well as mainte-
nance and operations; and (C) key milestones to be met; (2) details
for each project/investment: (A) reasons for any cost and schedule
variances; and (B) top risks and mitigation strategies; and (3)
has been submitted to the Government Accountability Office.

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as provided for by law, of the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA),
$32,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1535(d), the Secretary of Fees.
Commerce shall charge Federal agencies for costs incurred in spec-
trum management, analysis, operations, and related services, and
such fees shall be retained and used as offsetting collections for
costs of such spectrum services, to remain available until expended:
Provided further, That the Secretary of Commerce is authorized
to retain and use as offsetting collections all funds transferred,
or previously transferred, from other Government agencies for all
costs incurred in telecommunications research, engineering, and
related activities by the Institute for Telecommunication Sciences
of NTIA, in furtherance of its assigned functions under this para-
graph, and such funds received from other Government agencies
shall remain available until expended.

PUBLIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES, PLANNING AND Grants.
CONSTRUCTION

For the administration of prior-year grants, recoveries and
unobligated balances of funds previously appropriated are available
for the administration of all open grants until their expiration.
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Spending plan.

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office (USPTO) provided for by law, including defense of
suits instituted against the Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Director of the USPTO, $3,230,000,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided, That the sum herein
appropriated from the general fund shall be reduced as offsetting
collections of fees and surcharges assessed and collected by the
USPTO under any law are received during fiscal year 2017, so
as to result in a fiscal year 2017 appropriation from the general
fund estimated at $0: Provided further, That during fiscal year
2017, should the total amount of such offsetting collections be
less than $3,230,000,000 this amount shall be reduced accordingly:
Provided further, That any amount received in excess of
$3,230,000,000 in fiscal year 2017 and deposited in the Patent
and Trademark Fee Reserve Fund shall remain available until
expended: Provided further, That the Director of USPTO shall
submit a spending plan to the Committees on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate for any amounts
made available by the preceding proviso and such spending plan
shall be treated as a reprogramming under section 505 of this
Act and shall not be available for obligation or expenditure except
in compliance with the procedures set forth in that section: Provided
further, That any amounts reprogrammed in accordance with the
preceding proviso shall be transferred to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office “Salaries and Expenses” account: Provided
further, That from amounts provided herein, not to exceed $900
shall be made available in fiscal year 2017 for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided further, That in fiscal year
2017 from the amounts made available for “Salaries and Expenses”
for the USPTO, the amounts necessary to pay (1) the difference
between the percentage of basic pay contributed by the USPTO
and employees under section 8334(a) of title 5, United States Code,
and the normal cost percentage (as defined by section 8331(17)
of that title) as provided by the Office of Personnel Management
(OPM) for USPTO’s specific use, of basic pay, of employees subject
to subchapter III of chapter 83 of that title, and (2) the present
value of the otherwise unfunded accruing costs, as determined
by OPM for USPTO’s specific use of post-retirement life insurance
and post-retirement health benefits coverage for all USPTO
employees who are enrolled in Federal Employees Health Benefits
(FEHB) and Federal Employees Group Life Insurance (FEGLI),
shall be transferred to the Civil Service Retirement and Disability
Fund, the FEGLI Fund, and the FEHB Fund, as appropriate,
and shall be available for the authorized purposes of those accounts:
Provided further, That any differences between the present value
factors published in OPM’s yearly 300 series benefit letters and
the factors that OPM provides for USPTO’s specific use shall be
recognized as an imputed cost on USPTO’s financial statements,
where applicable: Provided further, That, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, all fees and surcharges assessed and collected
by USPTO are available for USPTO only pursuant to section 42(c)
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of title 35, United States Code, as amended by section 22 of the
Leahy-Smith America Invents Act (Public Law 112-29): Provided
further, That within the amounts appropriated, $2,000,000 shall
be transferred to the “Office of Inspector General” account for

activities associated with carrying out investigations and audits
related to the USPTO.

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS AND TECHNOLOGY
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL RESEARCH AND SERVICES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST), $690,000,000, to remain available until
expended, of which not to exceed $9,000,000 may be transferred
to the “Working Capital Fund”: Provided, That not to exceed $5,000
shall be for official reception and representation expenses: Provided
further, That NIST may provide local transportation for summer
undergraduate research fellowship program participants.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

For necessary expenses for industrial technology services,
$155,000,000, to remain available until expended, of which
$130,000,000 shall be for the Hollings Manufacturing Extension
Partnership, and of which $25,000,000 shall be for the National
Network for Manufacturing Innovation: Provided, That of the
amount provided under this heading, $2,000,000 shall be derived
from recoveries of prior year obligations.

CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES

For construction of new research facilities, including architec-
tural and engineering design, and for renovation and maintenance
of existing facilities, not otherwise provided for the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, as authorized by sections
13 through 15 of the National Institute of Standards and Technology
Act (15 U.S.C. 278¢—278e), $109,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the Secretary of Commerce shall include Estimates.
in the budget justification materials that the Secretary submits 15USC 1513b
to Congress in support of the Department of Commerce budget ™t
(as submitted with the budget of the President under section 1105(a)
of title 31, United States Code) an estimate for each National
Institute of Standards and Technology construction project having
a total multi-year program cost of more than $5,000,000, and
simultaneously the budget justification materials shall include an
estimate of the budgetary requirements for each such project for
each of the 5 subsequent fiscal years.

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of activities authorized by law for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, including
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Estimates.
15 USC 1513a
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maintenance, operation, and hire of aircraft and vessels; grants,
contracts, or other payments to nonprofit organizations for the
purposes of conducting activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments; and relocation of facilities, $3,367,875,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2018, except that funds provided for
cooperative enforcement shall remain available until September
30, 2019: Provided, That fees and donations received by the National
Ocean Service for the management of national marine sanctuaries
may be retained and used for the salaries and expenses associated
with those activities, notwithstanding section 3302 of title 31,
United States Code: Provided further, That in addition,
$130,164,000 shall be derived by transfer from the fund entitled
“Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Pertaining
to American Fisheries”, which shall only be used for fishery activi-
ties related to the Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant Program, Cooperative
Research, Annual Stock Assessments, Survey and Monitoring
Projects, Interjurisdictional Fisheries Grants, and Fish Information
Networks: Provided further, That of the $3,515,539,000 provided
for in direct obligations under this heading, $3,367,875,000 is appro-
priated from the general fund, $130,164,000 is provided by transfer
and $17,500,000 is derived from recoveries of prior year obligations:
Provided further, That the total amount available for National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration corporate services
administrative support costs shall not exceed $228,440,000: Pro-
vided further, That any deviation from the amounts designated
for specific activities in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of funds provided under
this heading in previous years, shall be subject to the procedures
set forth in section 505 of this Act: Provided further, That in
addition, for necessary retired pay expenses under the Retired
Serviceman’s Family Protection and Survivor Benefits Plan, and
for payments for the medical care of retired personnel and their
dependents under the Dependents’ Medical Care Act (10 U.S.C.
ch. 55), such sums as may be necessary.

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For procurement, acquisition and construction of capital assets,
including alteration and modification costs, of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, $2,242,610,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2019, except that funds provided for
acquisition and construction of vessels and construction of facilities
shall remain available until expended: Provided, That of the
$2,255,610,000 provided for in direct obligations under this heading,
$2,242,610,000 is appropriated from the general fund and
$13,000,000 is provided from recoveries of prior year obligations:
Provided further, That any deviation from the amounts designated
for specific activities in the explanatory statement described in
section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this consolidated
Act), or any use of deobligated balances of funds provided under
this heading in previous years, shall be subject to the procedures
set forth in section 505 of this Act: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Commerce shall include in budget justification mate-
rials that the Secretary submits to Congress in support of the
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Department of Commerce budget (as submitted with the budget
of the President under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States
Code) an estimate for each National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration procurement, acquisition or construction project
having a total of more than $5,000,000 and simultaneously the
budget justification shall include an estimate of the budgetary
requirements for each such project for each of the 5 subsequent
fiscal years: Provided further, That, within the amounts appro-
priated, $1,302,000 shall be transferred to the “Office of Inspector
General” account for activities associated with carrying out inves-
tigations and audits related to satellite procurement, acquisition
and construction.

PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY

For necessary expenses associated with the restoration of
Pacific salmon populations, $65,000,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided, That, of the funds provided herein, Grants.
the Secretary of Commerce may issue grants to the States of Wash- States.
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Nevada, California, and Alaska, and to the gfr‘ltgiecans
Federally recognized tribes of the Columbia River and Pacific Coast Gyidelines.
(including Alaska), for projects necessary for conservation of salmon
and steelhead populations that are listed as threatened or endan-
gered, or that are identified by a State as at-risk to be so listed,
for maintaining populations necessary for exercise of tribal treaty
fishing rights or native subsistence fishing, or for conservation
of Pacific coastal salmon and steelhead habitat, based on guidelines
to be developed by the Secretary of Commerce: Provided further,
That all funds shall be allocated based on scientific and other
merit principles and shall not be available for marketing activities:
Provided further, That funds disbursed to States shall be subject
to a matching requirement of funds or documented in-kind contribu-
tions of at least 33 percent of the Federal funds.

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND

For carrying out the provisions of title IV of Public Law 95—
372, not to exceed $350,000, to be derived from receipts collected
pursuant to that Act, to remain available until expended.

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

Subject to section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
during fiscal year 2017, obligations of direct loans may not exceed
$24,000,000 for Individual Fishing Quota loans and not to exceed
$100,000,000 for traditional direct loans as authorized by the Mer-
chant Marine Act of 1936.

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the management of the Department
of Commerce provided for by law, including not to exceed $4,500
for official reception and representation, %58,000,000: Provided,
That within amounts provided, the Secretary of Commerce may
use up to $2,500,000 to engage in activities to provide businesses
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and communities with information about and referrals to relevant
Federal, State, and local government programs.

RENOVATION AND MODERNIZATION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for the renovation and modernization
of the Herbert C. Hoover Building, including security-related costs,
$4,000,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That
the Secretary of Commerce may transfer up to $8,224,000 to this
account from funds available to the Department of Commerce:
Provided further, That the transfer authority provided in the first
proviso is in addition to any other transfer authority contained
in this Act: Provided further, That any transfer pursuant to the
authority provided under this heading shall be treated as a re-
programming under section 505 of this Act and shall not be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure except in compliance with the
procedures set forth in that section.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General in
carrying out the provisions of the Inspector General Act of 1978
(5 U.S.C. App.), $32,744,000.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SeEc. 101. During the current fiscal year, applicable appropria-
tions and funds made available to the Department of Commerce
by this Act shall be available for the activities specified in the
Act of October 26, 1949 (15 U.S.C. 1514), to the extent and in
the manner prescribed by the Act, and, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C.
3324, may be used for advanced payments not otherwise authorized
only upon the certification of officials designated by the Secretary
of Commerce that such payments are in the public interest.

SEC. 102. During the current fiscal year, appropriations made
available to the Department of Commerce by this Act for salaries
and expenses shall be available for hire of passenger motor vehicles
as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; services as authorized
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and uniforms or allowances therefor, as authorized
by law (5 U.S.C. 5901-5902).

SEC. 103. Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation made
available for the current fiscal year for the Department of Commerce
in this Act may be transferred between such appropriations, but
no such appropriation shall be increased by more than 10 percent
by any such transfers: Provided, That any transfer pursuant to
this section shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds under
section 505 of this Act and shall not be available for obligation
or expenditure except in compliance with the procedures set forth
in that section: Provided further, That the Secretary of Commerce
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations at least 15 days
in advance of the acquisition or disposal of any capital asset
(including land, structures, and equipment) not specifically provided
for in this Act or any other law appropriating funds for the Depart-
ment of Commerce.
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SEC. 104. The requirements set forth by section 105 of the
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2012 (Public Law 112-55), as amended by section 105 of
title I of division B of Public Law 113-6, are hereby adopted
by reference and made applicable with respect to fiscal year 2017:
Provided, That the life cycle cost for the Joint Polar Satellite System
is $11,322,125,000 and the life cycle cost for the Geostationary
Operational Environmental Satellite R-Series Program is
$10,828,059,000.

SEC. 105. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary may furnish services (including but not limited to utilities,
telecommunications, and security services) necessary to support
the operation, maintenance, and improvement of space that persons,
firms, or organizations are authorized, pursuant to the Public
Buildings Cooperative Use Act of 1976 or other authority, to use
or occupy in the Herbert C. Hoover Building, Washington, DC,
or other buildings, the maintenance, operation, and protection of
which has been delegated to the Secretary from the Administrator
of General Services pursuant to the Federal Property and Adminis-
trative Services Act of 1949 on a reimbursable or non-reimbursable
basis. Amounts received as reimbursement for services provided
under this section or the authority under which the use or occupancy
of the space is authorized, up to $200,000, shall be credited to
the appropriation or fund which initially bears the costs of such
services.

SEC. 106. Nothing in this title shall be construed to prevent
a grant recipient from deterring child pornography, copyright
infringement, or any other unlawful activity over its networks.

SEC. 107. The Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration is authorized to use, with their consent,
with reimbursement and subject to the limits of available appropria-
tions, the land, services, equipment, personnel, and facilities of
any department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States,
or of any State, local government, Indian tribal government, Terri-
tory, or possession, or of any political subdivision thereof, or of
any foreign government or international organization, for purposes
related to carrying out the responsibilities of any statute adminis-
tered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

SEC. 108. The National Technical Information Service shall
not charge any customer for a copy of any report or document
generated by the Legislative Branch unless the Service has provided
information to the customer on how an electronic copy of such
report or document may be accessed and downloaded for free online.
Should a customer still require the Service to provide a printed
or digital copy of the report or document, the charge shall be
limited to recovering the Service’s cost of processing, reproducing,
and delivering such report or document.

SEC. 109. The Secretary of Commerce may waive the require-
ment for bonds under 40 U.S.C. 3131 with respect to contracts
for the construction, alteration, or repair of vessels, regardless
of the terms of the contracts as to payment or title, when the
contract is made under the Coast and Geodetic Survey Act of
1947 (33 U.S.C. 883a et seq.).

SEC. 110. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available in this or any other Act, with respect to any fiscal year,
may be used in contravention of section 110 of the Commerce,

33 USC 878a
note.
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Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2016
(Public Law 114-113).

SEC. 111. To carry out the responsibilities of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Adminis-
trator of NOAA is authorized to: (1) enter into grants and coopera-
tive agreements with; (2) use on a non-reimbursable basis land,
services, equipment, personnel, and facilities provided by; and (3)
receive and expend funds made available on a consensual basis
from: a Federal agency, State or subdivision thereof, local govern-
ment, tribal government, territory, or possession or any subdivisions
thereof: Provided, That funds received for permitting and related
regulatory activities pursuant to this section shall be deposited
under the heading “National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion—Operations, Research, and Facilities” and shall remain avail-
able until September 30, 2019, for such purposes: Provided further,
That all funds within this section and their corresponding uses
are subject to section 505 of this Act.

SEC. 112. Amounts provided by this Act or by any prior appro-
priations Act that remain available for obligation, for necessary
expenses of the programs of the Economics and Statistics Adminis-
tration of the Department of Commerce, including amounts provided
for programs of the Bureau of Economic Analysis and the U.S.
Census Bureau, shall be available for expenses of cooperative agree-
ments with appropriate entities, including any Federal, State, or
local governmental unit, or institution of higher education, to aid
and promote statistical, research, and methodology activities which
further the purposes for which such amounts have been made
available.

SEC. 113. For fiscal year 2017 and each fiscal year thereafter,
no person shall conduct any research, exploration, salvage, or other
activity that would physically alter or disturb the wreck or wreck
site of the RMS Titanic unless authorized by the Secretary of
Commerce per the provisions of the Agreement Concerning the
Shipwrecked Vessel RMS Titanic. The Secretary of Commerce shall
take appropriate actions to carry out this section consistent with
the Agreement.

This title may be cited as the “Department of Commerce Appro-
priations Act, 2017”.

TITLE II
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For expenses necessary for the administration of the Depart-
ment of Justice, $114,124,000, of which not to exceed $4,000,000
for security and construction of Department of Justice facilities

shall remain available until expended.

JUSTICE INFORMATION SHARING TECHNOLOGY
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information sharing technology,
including planning, development, deployment and departmental
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direction, $31,000,000, to remain available until expended: Pro-
vided, That the Attorney General may transfer up to $35,400,000
to this account, from funds available to the Department of Justice
for information technology, to remain available until expended,
for enterprise-wide information technology initiatives: Provided fur-
ther, That the transfer authority in the preceding proviso is in
addition to any other transfer authority contained in this Act:
Provided further, That any transfer pursuant to the first proviso
shall be treated as a reprogramming under section 505 of this
Act and shall not be available for obligation or expenditure except
in compliance with the procedures set forth in that section.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary for the administration of immigration-
related activities of the Executive Office for Immigration Review,
$440,000,000, of which $4,000,000 shall be derived by transfer
from the Executive Office for Immigration Review fees deposited
in the “Immigration Examinations Fee” account: Provided, That
not to exceed $15,000,000 of the total amount made available under
this heading shall remain available until expended: Provided fur-
ther, That any unobligated balances available from funds appro-
priated for the Executive Office for Immigration Review under
the heading “General Administration, Administrative Review and
Appeals” shall be transferred to and merged with the appropriation
under this heading.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General,
$95,583,000, including not to exceed $10,000 to meet unforeseen
emergencies of a confidential character.

UNITED STATES PAROLE COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United States Parole Commission
as authorized, $13,308,000: Provided, That, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, upon the expiration of a term of office
of a Commissioner, the Commissioner may continue to act until
a successor has been appointed.

LEGAL ACTIVITIES

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL ACTIVITIES

For expenses necessary for the legal activities of the Depart-
ment of Justice, not otherwise provided for, including not to exceed
$20,000 for expenses of collecting evidence, to be expended under
the direction of, and to be accounted for solely under the certificate
of, the Attorney General; the administration of pardon and clemency
petitions; and rent of private or Government-owned space in the
District of Columbia, $897,500,000, of which not to exceed
$20,000,000 for litigation support contracts shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the amount provided for
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INTERPOL Washington dues payments, not to exceed $685,000
shall remain available until expended: Provided further, That of
the total amount appropriated, not to exceed $9,000 shall be avail-
able to INTERPOL Washington for official reception and representa-
tion expenses: Provided further, That notwithstanding section 205
of this Act, upon a determination by the Attorney General that
emergent circumstances require additional funding for litigation
activities of the Civil Division, the Attorney General may transfer
such amounts to “Salaries and Expenses, General Legal Activities”
from available appropriations for the current fiscal year for the
Department of Justice, as may be necessary to respond to such
circumstances: Provided further, That any transfer pursuant to
the preceding proviso shall be treated as a reprogramming under
section 505 of this Act and shall not be available for obligation
or expenditure except in compliance with the procedures set forth
in that section: Provided further, That of the amount appropriated,
such sums as may be necessary shall be available to the Civil
Rights Division for salaries and expenses associated with the elec-
tion monitoring program under section 8 of the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 (52 U.S.C. 10305) and to reimburse the Office of Personnel
Management for such salaries and expenses: Provided further, That
of the amounts provided under this heading for the election moni-
toring program, $3,390,000 shall remain available until expended.

In addition, for reimbursement of expenses of the Department
of Justice associated with processing cases under the National
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986, not to exceed $10,000,000,
to be appropriated from the Vaccine Injury Compensation Trust
Fund.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, ANTITRUST DIVISION

For expenses necessary for the enforcement of antitrust and
kindred laws, $164,977,000, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of law, fees
collected for premerger notification filings under the Hart-Scott-
Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976 (15 U.S.C. 18a), regard-
less of the year of collection (and estimated to be $125,000,000
in fiscal year 2017), shall be retained and used for necessary
expenses in this appropriation, and shall remain available until
expended: Provided further, That the sum herein appropriated from
the general fund shall be reduced as such offsetting collections
are received during fiscal year 2017, so as to result in a final
fiscal year 2017 appropriation from the general fund estimated
at $39,977,000.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

For necessary expenses of the Offices of the United States
Attorneys, including inter-governmental and cooperative agree-
ments, $2,035,000,000: Provided, That of the total amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $7,200 shall be available for official reception
and representation expenses: Provided further, That not to exceed
$25,000,000 shall remain available until expended: Provided further,
That each United States Attorney shall establish or participate
in a task force on human trafficking.
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UNITED STATES TRUSTEE SYSTEM FUND Fees.

For necessary expenses of the United States Trustee Program,
as authorized, $225,908,000, to remain available until expended:
Provided, That, notwithstanding any other provision of law, deposits
to the United States Trustee System Fund and amounts herein
appropriated shall be available in such amounts as may be nec-
essary to pay refunds due depositors: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, fees collected pursuant
to section 589a(b) of title 28, United States Code, shall be retained
and used for necessary expenses in this appropriation and shall
remain available until expended: Provided further, That to the
extent that fees collected in fiscal year 2017, net of amounts nec-
essary to pay refunds due depositors, exceed $225,908,000, those
excess amounts shall be available in future fiscal years only to
the extent provided in advance in appropriations Acts: Provided
further, That the sum herein appropriated from the general fund
shall be reduced (1) as such fees are received during fiscal year
2017, net of amounts necessary to pay refunds due depositors,
(estimated at $163,000,000) and (2) to the extent that any remaining
general fund appropriations can be derived from amounts deposited
in the Fund in previous fiscal years that are not otherwise appro-
priated, so as to result in a final fiscal year 2017 appropriation
from the general fund estimated at $62,908,000.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, FOREIGN CLAIMS SETTLEMENT COMMISSION

For expenses necessary to carry out the activities of the Foreign
Claims Settlement Commission, including services as authorized
by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, $2,374,000.

FEES AND EXPENSES OF WITNESSES Contracts.

For fees and expenses of witnesses, for expenses of contracts
for the procurement and supervision of expert witnesses, for private
counsel expenses, including advances, and for expenses of foreign
counsel, $270,000,000, to remain available until expended, of which
not to exceed $16,000,000 is for construction of buildings for pro-
tected witness safesites; not to exceed $3,000,000 is for the purchase
and maintenance of armored and other vehicles for witness security
caravans; and not to exceed $13,000,000 is for the purchase,
installation, maintenance, and upgrade of secure telecommuni-
cations equipment and a secure automated information network
to store and retrieve the identities and locations of protected wit-
nesses: Provided, That amounts made available under this heading
may not be transferred pursuant to section 205 of this Act.

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, COMMUNITY RELATIONS SERVICE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Community Relations Service,
$15,500,000: Provided, That notwithstanding section 205 of this Determination.
Act, upon a determination by the Attorney General that emergent Transfer
circumstances require additional funding for conflict resolution and 2uthority.
violence prevention activities of the Community Relations Service,
the Attorney General may transfer such amounts to the Community
Relations Service, from available appropriations for the current
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Determination.
Transfer
authority.

fiscal year for the Department of Justice, as may be necessary
to respond to such circumstances: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso shall be treated as
a reprogramming under section 505 of this Act and shall not be
available for obligation or expenditure except in compliance with
the procedures set forth in that section.

ASSETS FORFEITURE FUND

For expenses authorized by subparagraphs (B), (F), and (G)
of section 524(c)(1) of title 28, United States Code, $20,514,000,
to be derived from the Department of Justice Assets Forfeiture
Fund.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the United States Marshals Service,
$1,249,040,000, of which not to exceed $6,000 shall be available
for official reception and representation expenses, and not to exceed
$15,000,000 shall remain available until expended.

CONSTRUCTION

For construction in space controlled, occupied or utilized by
the United States Marshals Service for prisoner holding and related
support, $10,000,000, to remain available until expended.

FEDERAL PRISONER DETENTION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses related to United States prisoners in
the custody of the United States Marshals Service as authorized
by section 4013 of title 18, United States Code, $1,454,414,000,
to remain available until expended: Provided, That not to exceed
$20,000,000 shall be considered “funds appropriated for State and
local law enforcement assistance” pursuant to section 4013(b) of
title 18, United States Code: Provided further, That the United
States Marshals Service shall be responsible for managing the
Justice Prisoner and Alien Transportation System: Provided further,
That any unobligated balances available from funds appropriated
under the heading “General Administration, Detention Trustee”
shall be transferred to and merged with the appropriation under
this heading.

NATIONAL SECURITY DIVISION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For expenses necessary to carry out the activities of the
National Security Division, $96,000,000, of which not to exceed
$5,000,000 for information technology systems shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That notwithstanding section 205
of this Act, upon a determination by the Attorney General that



PUBLIC LAW 115-31—MAY 5, 2017 131 STAT. 197

emergent circumstances require additional funding for the activities
of the National Security Division, the Attorney General may
transfer such amounts to this heading from available appropriations
for the current fiscal year for the Department of Justice, as may
be necessary to respond to such circumstances: Provided further,
That any transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso shall be treated
as a reprogramming under section 505 of this Act and shall not
be available for obligation or expenditure except in compliance
with the procedures set forth in that section.

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT

INTERAGENCY CRIME AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT

For necessary expenses for the identification, investigation, and
prosecution of individuals associated with the most significant drug
trafficking organizations, transnational organized crime, and money
laundering organizations not otherwise provided for, to include
inter-governmental agreements with State and local law enforce-
ment agencies engaged in the investigation and prosecution of
individuals involved in transnational organized crime and drug
trafficking, $517,000,000, of which $50,000,000 shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That any amounts obligated from
appropriations under this heading may be used under authorities
available to the organizations reimbursed from this appropriation.

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
for detection, investigation, and prosecution of crimes against the
United States, $8,767,201,000, of which not to exceed $285,882,000
shall remain available until expended: Provided, That not to exceed
$184,500 shall be available for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided further, That in addition to other funds provided
for Construction projects, the Federal Bureau of Investigation may
use up to $68,982,000 under this heading for all costs related
to construction, conversion, modification and extension of federally
owned and leased space; preliminary planning and design of
projects; and operation and maintenance of secure work environ-
ment facilities and secure networking capabilities.

CONSTRUCTION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses, to include the cost of equipment, fur-
niture, and information technology requirements, related to
construction or acquisition of buildings, facilities and sites by pur-
chase, or as otherwise authorized by law; conversion, modification
and extension of federally owned buildings; preliminary planning
and design of projects; and operation and maintenance of secure
work environment facilities and secure networking capabilities;
$420,178,000, to remain available until expended, of which
$181,000,000 shall be derived by transfer from the Department
of Justice’s Working Capital Fund: Provided, That $323,000,000
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shall be for the new Federal Bureau of Investigation consolidated
headquarters facility in the National Capital Region.

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion, including not to exceed $70,000 to meet unforeseen emer-
gencies of a confidential character pursuant to section 530C of
title 28, United States Code; and expenses for conducting drug
education and training programs, including travel and related
expenses for participants in such programs and the distribution
of items of token value that promote the goals of such programs,
$2,102,976,000, of which not to exceed $75,000,000 shall remain
available until expended and not to exceed $90,000 shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation expenses.

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, FIREARMS AND EXPLOSIVES

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives, for training of State and local law enforcement
agencies with or without reimbursement, including training in
connection with the training and acquisition of canines for explo-
sives and fire accelerants detection; and for provision of laboratory
assistance to State and local law enforcement agencies, with or
without reimbursement, $1,258,600,000, of which not to exceed
$36,000 shall be for official reception and representation expenses,
not to exceed $1,000,000 shall be available for the payment of
attorneys’ fees as provided by section 924(d)(2) of title 18, United
States Code, and not to exceed $20,000,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That none of the funds appropriated
herein shall be available to investigate or act upon applications
for relief from Federal firearms disabilities under section 925(c)
of title 18, United States Code: Provided further, That such funds
shall be available to investigate and act upon applications filed
by corporations for relief from Federal firearms disabilities under
section 925(c) of title 18, United States Code: Provided further,
That no funds made available by this or any other Act may be
used to transfer the functions, missions, or activities of the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives to other agencies
or Departments.

FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Federal Prison System for the
administration, operation, and maintenance of Federal penal and
correctional institutions, and for the provision of technical assist-
ance and advice on corrections related issues to foreign govern-
ments, $7,008,800,000: Provided, That the Attorney General may
transfer to the Department of Health and Human Services such
amounts as may be necessary for direct expenditures by that
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Department for medical relief for inmates of Federal penal and
correctional institutions: Provided further, That the Director of the Contracts.
Federal Prison System, where necessary, may enter into contracts Determination.
with a fiscal agent or fiscal intermediary claims processor to deter-

mine the amounts payable to persons who, on behalf of the Federal

Prison System, furnish health services to individuals committed

to the custody of the Federal Prison System: Provided further,

That not to exceed $5,400 shall be available for official reception

and representation expenses: Provided further, That not to exceed
$50,000,000 shall remain available for necessary operations until
September 30, 2018: Provided further, That, of the amounts pro- Contracts.
vided for contract confinement, not to exceed $20,000,000 shall Grants.
remain available until expended to make payments in advance

for grants, contracts and reimbursable agreements, and other
expenses: Provided further, That the Director of the Federal Prison

System may accept donated property and services relating to the
operation of the prison card program from a not-for-profit entity

which has operated such program in the past, notwithstanding

the fact that such not-for-profit entity furnishes services under
contracts to the Federal Prison System relating to the operation

of pre-release services, halfway houses, or other custodial facilities.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For planning, acquisition of sites and construction of new facili-
ties; purchase and acquisition of facilities and remodeling, and
equipping of such facilities for penal and correctional use, including
all necessary expenses incident thereto, by contract or force account;
and constructing, remodeling, and equipping necessary buildings
and facilities at existing penal and correctional institutions,
including all necessary expenses incident thereto, by contract or
force account, $130,000,000, to remain available until expended,
of which $50,000,000 shall be available only for costs related to
construction of new facilities: Provided, That labor of United States
prisoners may be used for work performed under this appropriation.

FEDERAL PRISON INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

The Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated, is hereby author-
ized to make such expenditures within the limits of funds and
borrowing authority available, and in accord with the law, and
to make such contracts and commitments without regard to fiscal
year limitations as provided by section 9104 of title 31, United
States Code, as may be necessary in carrying out the program
set forth in the budget for the current fiscal year for such corpora-
tion.

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES, FEDERAL PRISON
INDUSTRIES, INCORPORATED

Not to exceed $2,700,000 of the funds of the Federal Prison
Industries, Incorporated, shall be available for its administrative
expenses, and for services as authorized by section 3109 of title
5, United States Code, to be computed on an accrual basis to
be determined in accordance with the corporation’s current pre-
scribed accounting system, and such amounts shall be exclusive
of depreciation, payment of claims, and expenditures which such
accounting system requires to be capitalized or charged to cost
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of commodities acquired or produced, including selling and shipping
expenses, and expenses in connection with acquisition, construction,
operation, maintenance, improvement, protection, or disposition of
facilities and other property belonging to the corporation or in
which it has an interest.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES
OFFICE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN PREVENTION AND PROSECUTION
PROGRAMS

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, and other assist-
ance for the prevention and prosecution of violence against women,
as authorized by the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3711 et seq.) (“the 1968 Act”); the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (Public Law
103-322) (“the 1994 Act”); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-647) (“the 1990 Act”); the Prosecutorial Remedies
and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children Today Act
of 2003 (Public Law 108-21); the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.) (“the 1974 Act”);
the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000
(Public Law 106-386) (“the 2000 Act”); the Violence Against Women
and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public
Law 109-162) (“the 2005 Act”); the Violence Against Women
Reauthorization Act of 2013 (Public Law 113—4) (“the 2013 Act”);
and the Rape Survivor Child Custody Act of 2015 (Public Law
114-22) (“the 2015 Act”); and for related victims services,
$481,500,000, to remain available until expended, of which
$326,000,000 shall be derived by transfer from amounts available
for obligation in this Act from the Fund established by section
1402 of chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98-473 (42 U.S.C.
10601), notwithstanding section 1402(d) of such Act of 1984, and
merged with the amounts otherwise made available under this
heading: Provided, That except as otherwise provided by law, not
to exceed 5 percent of funds made available under this heading
may be used for expenses related to evaluation, training, and tech-
nical assistance: Provided further, That of the amount provided—

(1) $215,000,000 is for grants to combat violence against
women, as authorized by part T of the 1968 Act;

(2) $30,000,000 is for transitional housing assistance grants
for victims of domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, or
sAexual assault as authorized by section 40299 of the 1994

ct;

(3) $3,000,000 is for the National Institute of Justice for
research and evaluation of violence against women and related
issues addressed by grant programs of the Office on Violence
Against Women, which shall be transferred to “Research,
Evaluation and Statistics” for administration by the Office of
Justice Programs;

(4) $11,000,000 is for a grant program to provide services
to advocate for and respond to youth victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking; assist-
ance to children and youth exposed to such violence; programs
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to engage men and youth in preventing such violence; and
assistance to middle and high school students through edu-
cation and other services related to such violence: Provided,
That unobligated balances available for the programs author-
ized by sections 41201, 41204, 41303, and 41305 of the 1994
Act, prior to its amendment by the 2013 Act, shall be available
for this program: Provided further, That 10 percent of the
total amount available for this grant program shall be available
for grants under the program authorized by section 2015 of
the 1968 Act: Provided further, That the definitions and grant
conditions in section 40002 of the 1994 Act shall apply to
this program;

(5) $53,000,000 is for grants to encourage arrest policies
as authorized by part U of the 1968 Act, of which $4,000,000
is for a homicide reduction initiative;

(6) $35,000,000 is for sexual assault victims assistance,
as authorized by section 41601 of the 1994 Act;

(7) $35,000,000 is for rural domestic violence and child
abuse enforcement assistance grants, as authorized by section
40295 of the 1994 Act;

(8) $20,000,000 is for grants to reduce violent crimes
against women on campus, as authorized by section 304 of
the 2005 Act;

(9) $45,000,000 is for legal assistance for victims, as author-
ized by section 1201 of the 2000 Act;

(10) $5,000,000 is for enhanced training and services to
end violence against and abuse of women in later life, as
authorized by section 40802 of the 1994 Act;

(11) $16,000,000 is for grants to support families in the
justice system, as authorized by section 1301 of the 2000 Act:
Provided, That unobligated balances available for the programs
authorized by section 1301 of the 2000 Act and section 41002
of the 1994 Act, prior to their amendment by the 2013 Act,
shall be available for this program,;

(12) $6,000,000 is for education and training to end violence
against and abuse of women with disabilities, as authorized
by section 1402 of the 2000 Act;

(13) $500,000 is for the National Resource Center on Work-
place Responses to assist victims of domestic violence, as
authorized by section 41501 of the 1994 Act;

(14) $1,000,000 is for analysis and research on violence
against Indian women, including as authorized by section 904
of the 2005 Act: Provided, That such funds may be transferred
to “Research, Evaluation and Statistics” for administration by
the Office of Justice Programs;

(15) $500,000 is for a national clearinghouse that provides
training and technical assistance on issues relating to sexual
assault of American Indian and Alaska Native women;

(16) $4,000,000 is for grants to assist tribal governments
in exercising special domestic violence criminal jurisdiction,
as authorized by section 904 of the 2013 Act: Provided, That
the grant conditions in section 40002(b) of the 1994 Act shall
apply to this program; and

(17) $1,500,000 for the purposes authorized under the 2015
Act.
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OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS
RESEARCH, EVALUATION AND STATISTICS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, and other assist-
ance authorized by title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 (“the 1968 Act”); the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 (“the 1974 Act”); the Missing
Children’s Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5771 et seq.); the Prosecutorial
Remedies and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children
Today Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-21); the Justice for All Act
of 2004 (Public Law 108-405); the Violence Against Women and
Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law
109-162) (“the 2005 Act”); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990
(Public Law 101-647); the Second Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law
110-199); the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98-473);
the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public
Law 109-248) (“the Adam Walsh Act”); the PROTECT Our Children
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-401); subtitle D of title II of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-296) (“the 2002
Act”); the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-180); the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act
of 2013 (Public Law 113-4) (“the 2013 Act”); and other programs,
$89,000,000, to remain available until expended, of which—

(1) $45,500,000 is for criminal justice statistics programs,
and other activities, as authorized by part C of title I of the
1968 Act, of which $5,000,000 is for a nationwide incident-
based crime statistics program;

(2) $39,500,000 is for research, development, and evaluation
programs, and other activities as authorized by part B of title
I of the 1968 Act and subtitle D of title II of the 2002 Act,
of which $4,000,000 is for research targeted toward developing
a better understanding of the domestic radicalization phe-
nomenon, and advancing evidence-based strategies for effective
intervention and prevention; and

(3) $4,000,000 is for activities to strengthen and enhance
the practice of forensic sciences, of which $3,000,000 is for
transfer to the National Institute of Standards and Technology
to support Scientific Area Committees.

STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, and other assist-
ance authorized by the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322) (“the 1994 Act”); the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (“the 1968 Act”); the
Justice for All Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-405); the Victims
of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-647) (“the 1990 Act”);
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-164); the Violence Against Women and Department
of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (“the
2005 Act”); the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of
2006 (Public Law 109-248) (“the Adam Walsh Act”); the Victims
of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (Public Law
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106—-386); the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-180); subtitle D of title II of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-296) (“the 2002 Act”); the Second
Chance Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-199); the Prioritizing Resources
and Organization for Intellectual Property Act of 2008 (Public Law
110-403); the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (Public Law 98-473);
the Mentally Il Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction
Reauthorization and Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
416); the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2013
(Public Law 113-4) (“the 2013 Act”); the Comprehensive Addiction
and Recovery Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-198) (“CARA”); and
other programs, $1,258,500,000, to remain available until expended
as follows—

(1) $396,000,000 for the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grant program as authorized by subpart 1 of part
E of title I of the 1968 Act (except that section 1001(c), and
the special rules for Puerto Rico under section 505(g) of title
I of the 1968 Act shall not apply for purposes of this Act),
of which, notwithstanding such subpart 1, $7,500,000 is for
the Officer Robert Wilson ITII Memorial Initiative on Preventing
Violence Against Law Enforcement Officer Resilience and
Survivability (VALOR), $5,000,000 is for an initiative to support
evidence-based policing, $2,500,000 is for an initiative to
enhance prosecutorial decision-making, $2,400,000 is for the
operationalization, maintenance and expansion of the National
Missing and Unidentified Persons System, $2,500,000 is for
a national training initiative to improve police-based responses
to people with mental illness or developmental disabilities,
$6,500,000 is for competitive and evidence-based programs to
reduce gun crime and gang violence, $2,000,000 is for a student
loan repayment assistance program pursuant to section 952
of Public Law 110-315, $2,500,000 is for the Capital Litigation
Improvement Grant Program, as authorized by section 426
of Public Law 108-405, and for grants for wrongful conviction
review, $10,500,000 is for prison rape prevention and prosecu-
tion grants to States and units of local government, and other
programs, as authorized by the Prison Rape Elimination Act
of 2003 (Public Law 108-79), and $20,000,000 is for the sole
purpose of providing reimbursement of extraordinary law
enforcement and related costs directly associated with protec-
tion of the President-elect incurred from November 9, 2016
until the inauguration of the President-elect as President: Pro-
vided, That reimbursement under the foregoing shall be pro-
vided only for costs that a State or local agency can document
as being over and above normal law enforcement operations
and directly attributable to the provision of protection described
herein: Provided further, That section 154 of the Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2017 (division C of Public Law 114-223),
as amended by the Further Continuing and Security Assistance
Appropriations Act, 2017 (Public Law 114-254), is amended 130 Stat. 1006.
by inserting after “$7,000,000” the following: , to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2017,”;

(2) $210,000,000 for the State Criminal Alien Assistance
Program, as authorized by section 241(1)(5) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1231(i)(5)): Provided, That no
jurisdiction shall request compensation for any cost greater
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than the actual cost for Federal immigration and other
detainees housed in State and local detention facilities;

(3) $45,000,000 for victim services programs for victims
of trafficking, as authorized by section 107(b)(2) of Public Law
106-386, for programs authorized under Public Law 109-164,
or programs authorized under Public Law 1134,

(4) $13,000,000 for economic, high technology, white collar
and Internet crime prevention grants, including as authorized
by section 401 of Public Law 110—403;

(5) $20,000,000 for sex offender management assistance,
as authorized by the Adam Walsh Act, and related activities;

(6) $22,500,000 for the matching grant program for law
enforcement armor vests, as authorized by section 2501 of
title I of the 1968 Act: Provided, That $1,500,000 is transferred
directly to the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s
Office of Law Enforcement Standards for research, testing and
evaluation programs;

(7) $1,000,000 for the National Sex Offender Public
Website;

(8) $73,000,000 for grants to States to upgrade criminal
and mental health records for the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System, of which no less than $25,000,000
shall be for grants made under the authorities of the NICS
Improvement Amendments Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-180);

(9) $13,000,000 for Paul Coverdell Forensic Sciences
Improvement Grants under part BB of title I of the 1968
Act;

(10) $125,000,000 for DNA-related and forensic programs
and activities, of which—

(A) $117,000,000 is for a DNA analysis and capacity
enhancement program and for other local, State, and Fed-
eral forensic activities, including the purposes authorized
under section 2 of the DNA Analysis Backlog Elimination
Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-546) (the Debbie Smith DNA
Backlog Grant Program): Provided, That up to 4 percent
of funds made available under this paragraph may be
used for the purposes described in the DNA Training and
Education for Law Enforcement, Correctional Personnel,
and Court Officers program (Public Law 108-405, section
303);

(B) $4,000,000 is for the purposes described in the
Kirk Bloodsworth Post-Conviction DNA Testing Grant Pro-
gram (Public Law 108-405, section 412); and

(C) $4,000,000 is for Sexual Assault Forensic Exam
Program grants, including as authorized by section 304
of Public Law 108-405;

(11) $45,000,000 for a grant program for community-based
sexual assault response reform;

(12) $9,000,000 for the court-appointed special advocate
program, as authorized by section 217 of the 1990 Act;

(13) $68,000,000 for offender reentry programs and
research, as authorized by the Second Chance Act of 2007
(Public Law 110-199), without regard to the time limitations
specified at section 6(1) of such Act, of which not to exceed
$6,000,000 is for a program to improve State, local, and tribal
probation or parole supervision efforts and strategies,
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$5,000,000 is for Children of Incarcerated Parents Demonstra-
tions to enhance and maintain parental and family relation-
ships for incarcerated parents as a reentry or recidivism reduc-
tion strategy, and $4,000,000 is for additional replication sites
employing the Project HOPE Opportunity Probation with
Enforcement model implementing swift and certain sanctions
in probation, and for a research project on the effectiveness
of the model: Provided, That up to $7,500,000 of funds made
available in this paragraph may be used for performance-based
awards for Pay for Success projects, of which up to $5,000,000
shall be for Pay for Success programs implementing the Perma-
nent Supportive Housing Model,

(14) 550,000,000 for the Comprehensive School Safety Ini-
tiative;

(15) $65,000,000 for initiatives to improve police-community
relations, of which $22,500,000 is for a competitive matching
grant program for purchases of body-worn cameras for State,
local and tribal law enforcement, $25,000,000 is for a justice
reinvestment initiative, for activities related to criminal justice
reform and recidivism reduction, and $17,500,000 is for an
Ed(vlvard Byrne Memorial criminal justice innovation program;
an

(16) $103,000,000 for comprehensive opioid abuse reduction
activities, including as authorized by CARA, and for the fol-
lowing programs, which shall address opioid abuse reduction
consistent with underlying program authorities—

(A) $43,000,000 for Drug Courts, as authorized by sec-
tion 1001(a)(25)(A) of title I of the 1968 Act;

(B) $12,000,000 for mental health courts and adult
and juvenile collaboration program grants, as authorized
by parts V and HH of title I of the 1968 Act, and the
Mentally I11 Offender Treatment and Crime Reduction
Reauthorization and Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law
110-416);

(C) $14,000,000 for grants for Residential Substance
Abuse Treatment for State Prisoners, as authorized by
part S of title I of the 1968 Act;

(D) $7,000,000 for a veterans treatment courts pro-
gram; and

(E) $14,000,000 for a program to monitor prescription
drugs and scheduled listed chemical products:

Provided, That, if a unit of local government uses any of the
funds made available under this heading to increase the number
of law enforcement officers, the unit of local government will achieve
a net gain in the number of law enforcement officers who perform
non-administrative public sector safety service.

JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS

For grants, contracts, cooperative agreements, and other assist-
ance authorized by the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
Act of 1974 (“the 1974 Act”); the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 (“the 1968 Act”); the Violence Against
Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-162) (“the 2005 Act”); the Missing Children’s
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5771 et seq.); the Prosecutorial Remedies
and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children Today Act
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of 2003 (Public Law 108-21); the Victims of Child Abuse Act of
1990 (Public Law 101-647) (“the 1990 Act”); the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-248)
(“the Adam Walsh Act”); the PROTECT Our Children Act of 2008
(Public Law 110—401); the Violence Against Women Reauthorization
Act of 2013 (Public Law 113—4) (“the 2013 Act”); and other juvenile
justice programs, $247,000,000, to remain available until expended
as follows—

(1) $55,000,000 for programs authorized by section 221
of the 1974 Act, and for training and technical assistance
to assist small, nonprofit organizations with the Federal grants
process: Provided, That of the amounts provided under this
paragraph, $500,000 shall be for a competitive demonstration
grant program to support emergency planning among State,
local and tribal juvenile justice residential facilities;

(2) $80,000,000 for youth mentoring grants;

(3) $14,500,000 for delinquency prevention, as authorized
by section 505 of the 1974 Act, of which, pursuant to sections
261 and 262 thereof—

(A) $4,000,000 shall be for gang and youth violence
education, prevention and intervention, and related activi-
ties;

(B) $500,000 shall be for an Internet site providing
information and resources on children of incarcerated par-
ents;

(C) $2,000,000 shall be for competitive grants focusing
on girls in the juvenile justice system; and

(D) $8,000,000 shall be for community-based violence
prevention initiatives, including for public health
approaches to reducing shootings and violence;

(4) $21,000,000 for programs authorized by the Victims
of Child Abuse Act of 1990;

(5) $72,500,000 for missing and exploited children pro-
grams, including as authorized by sections 404(b) and 405(a)
of the 1974 Act (except that section 102(b)(4)(B) of the PRO-
TECT Our Children Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-401) shall
not apply for purposes of this Act);

(6) $2,000,000 for child abuse training programs for judicial
personnel and practitioners, as authorized by section 222 of
the 1990 Act; and

(7) $2,000,000 for a program to improve juvenile indigent
defense:

Provided, That not more than 10 percent of each amount may
be used for research, evaluation, and statistics activities designed
to benefit the programs or activities authorized: Provided further,
That not more than 2 percent of the amounts designated under
paragraphs (1) through (4) and (6) may be used for training and
technical assistance: Provided further, That the two preceding pro-
visos shall not apply to grants and projects administered pursuant
to sections 261 and 262 of the 1974 Act and to missing and exploited
children programs.
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PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER BENEFITS

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For payments and expenses authorized under section 1001(a)(4)
of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968, such sums as are necessary (including amounts for adminis-
trative costs), to remain available until expended; and $16,300,000
for payments authorized by section 1201(b) of such Act and for
educational assistance authorized by section 1218 of such Act, to
remain available until expended: Provided, That notwithstanding Determination.
section 205 of this Act, upon a determination by the Attorney Transfer
General that emergent circumstances require additional funding authority.
for such disability and education payments, the Attorney General
may transfer such amounts to “Public Safety Officer Benefits” from
available appropriations for the Department of Justice as may
be necessary to respond to such circumstances: Provided further,
That any transfer pursuant to the preceding proviso shall be treated
as a reprogramming under section 505 of this Act and shall not
be available for obligation or expenditure except in compliance
with the procedures set forth in that section.

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES
COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For activities authorized by the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-322); the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (“the 1968 Act”); and
the Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthor-
ization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-162) (“the 2005 Act”),
$221,500,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That
any balances made available through prior year deobligations shall
only be available in accordance with section 505 of this Act: Provided
further, That of the amount provided under this heading—

(1) $10,000,000 is for anti-methamphetamine-related activi-
ties, which shall be transferred to the Drug Enforcement
Administration upon enactment of this Act;

(2) $194,500,000 is for grants under section 1701 of title
I of the 1968 Act (42 U.S.C. 3796dd) for the hiring and rehiring
of additional career law enforcement officers under part Q
of such title notwithstanding subsection (i) of such section:
Provided, That, notwithstanding section 1704(c) of such title Waiver.
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd—3(c)), funding for hiring or rehiring a career
law enforcement officer may not exceed $125,000 unless the
Director of the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services
grants a waiver from this limitation: Provided further, That
of the amounts appropriated under this paragraph, $5,000,000
is for community policing development activities in furtherance
of the purposes in section 1701: Provided further, That within
the amounts appropriated under this paragraph, $10,000,000
is for the collaborative reform model of technical assistance
in furtherance of the purposes in section 1701: Provided further,
That of the amounts appropriated under this paragraph
$35,000,000 is for regional information sharing activities, as
authorized by part M of title I of the 1968 Act, which shall
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Abortion.

Abortion.

be transferred to and merged with “Research, Evaluation, and
Statistics” for administration by the Office of Justice Programs:
Provided further, That of the amounts appropriated under this
paragraph, $7,500,000 is for activities authorized by the
POLICE Act of 2016 (Public Law 114-199);

(3) $7,000,000 is for competitive grants to State law enforce-
ment agencies in States with high seizures of precursor chemi-
cals, finished methamphetamine, laboratories, and laboratory
dump seizures: Provided, That funds appropriated under this
paragraph shall be utilized for investigative purposes to locate
or investigate illicit activities, including precursor diversion,
laboratories, or methamphetamine traffickers; and

(4) $10,000,000 is for competitive grants to statewide law
enforcement agencies in States with high rates of primary
treatment admissions for heroin and other opioids: Provided,
That these funds shall be utilized for investigative purposes
to locate or investigate illicit activities, including activities
related to the distribution of heroin or unlawful distribution
of prescription opioids, or unlawful heroin and prescription
opioid traffickers through statewide collaboration.

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. In addition to amounts otherwise made available
in this title for official reception and representation expenses, a
total of not to exceed $50,000 from funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Justice in this title shall be available to the Attorney
General for official reception and representation expenses.

SEC. 202. None of the funds appropriated by this title shall
be available to pay for an abortion, except where the life of the
mother would be endangered if the fetus were carried to term,
or in the case of rape or incest: Provided, That should this prohibi-
tion be declared unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdic-
tion, this section shall be null and void.

SEcC. 203. None of the funds appropriated under this title shall
be used to require any person to perform, or facilitate in any
way the performance of, any abortion.

SEC. 204. Nothing in the preceding section shall remove the
obligation of the Director of the Bureau of Prisons to provide escort
services necessary for a female inmate to receive such service out-
side the Federal facility: Provided, That nothing in this section
in any way diminishes the effect of section 203 intended to address
the philosophical beliefs of individual employees of the Bureau
of Prisons.

SEC. 205. Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation made
available for the current fiscal year for the Department of Justice
in this Act may be transferred between such appropriations, but
no such appropriation, except as otherwise specifically provided,
shall be increased by more than 10 percent by any such transfers:
Provided, That any transfer pursuant to this section shall be treated
as a reprogramming of funds under section 505 of this Act and
shall not be available for obligation except in compliance with
the procedures set forth in that section.

SEC. 206. None of the funds made available under this title
may be used by the Federal Bureau of Prisons or the United
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States Marshals Service for the purpose of transporting an indi-
vidual who is a prisoner pursuant to conviction for crime under
State or Federal law and is classified as a maximum or high
security prisoner, other than to a prison or other facility certified
by the Federal Bureau of Prisons as appropriately secure for
housing such a prisoner.

SEC. 207. (a) None of the funds appropriated by this Act may
be used by Federal prisons to purchase cable television services,
or to rent or purchase audiovisual or electronic media or equipment
used primarily for recreational purposes.

(b) Subsection (a) does not preclude the rental, maintenance,
or purchase of audiovisual or electronic media or equipment for
inmate training, religious, or educational programs.

SEC. 208. None of the funds made available under this title Certification.
shall be obligated or expended for any new or enhanced information
technology program having total estimated development costs in
excess of $100,000,000, unless the Deputy Attorney General and
the investment review board certify to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate that
the information technology program has appropriate program
management controls and contractor oversight mechanisms in place,
and that the program is compatible with the enterprise architecture
of the Department of Justice.

SEc. 209. The notification thresholds and procedures set forth Applicability.
in section 505 of this Act shall apply to deviations from the amounts
designated for specific activities in this Act and in the explanatory
statement described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division
A of this consolidated Act), and to any use of deobligated balances
of funds provided under this title in previous years.

SEcC. 210. None of the funds appropriated by this Act may
be used to plan for, begin, continue, finish, process, or approve
a public-private competition under the Office of Management and
Budget Circular A-76 or any successor administrative regulation,
directive, or policy for work performed by employees of the Bureau
of Prisons or of Federal Prison Industries, Incorporated.

SEcC. 211. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no funds
shall be available for the salary, benefits, or expenses of any United
States Attorney assigned dual or additional responsibilities by the
Attorney General or his designee that exempt that United States
Attorney from the residency requirements of section 545 of title
28, United States Code.

SEC. 212. At the discretion of the Attorney General, and in
addition to any amounts that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, with respect to funds appropriated
by this title under the headings “Research, Evaluation and Statis-
tics”, “State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance”, and “Juvenile
Justice Programs”—

(1) up to 3 percent of funds made available to the Office
of Justice Programs for grant or reimbursement programs may
be used by such Office to provide training and technical assist-
ance; and

(2) up to 2 percent of funds made available for grant
or reimbursement programs under such headings, except for
amounts appropriated specifically for research, evaluation, or
statistical programs administered by the National Institute
of Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics, shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with funds provided to the National
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Institute of Justice and the Bureau of Justice Statistics, to
be used by them for research, evaluation, or statistical purposes,
without regard to the authorizations for such grant or
reimbursement programs.

SEC. 213. At the discretion of the Attorney General, and in
addition to any amounts that otherwise may be available (or author-
ized to be made available) by law, up to 7 percent of funds made
available for grant or reimbursement programs—

(1) under the heading “State and Local Law Enforcement
Assistance” (except for funds made available under paragraphs
(1), (2), and (16) under such heading); and

(2) under the headings “Juvenile Justice Programs” (except
for funds made available under paragraph (5) under such
heading) and “Community Oriented Policing Services Pro-
grams”, to be transferred to and merged with funds made
available under the heading “State and Local Law Enforcement
Assistance”,

shall be available for tribal criminal justice assistance without
regard to the authorizations for such grant or reimbursement pro-
grams.

SEc. 214. Upon request by a grantee for whom the Attorney
General has determined there is a fiscal hardship, the Attorney
General may, with respect to funds appropriated in this or any
other Act making appropriations for fiscal years 2014 through 2017
for the following programs, waive the following requirements:

(1) For the adult and juvenile offender State and local
reentry demonstration projects under part FF of title I of the
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C.
3797w(g)(1)), the requirements under section 2976(g)(1) of such
part.

(2) For State, Tribal, and local reentry courts under part
FF of title I of such Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797w—2(e)(1)
and (2)), the requirements under section 2978(e)(1) and (2)
of such part.

(3) For the prosecution drug treatment alternatives to
prison program under part CC of title I of such Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 37979—3), the requirements under section 2904 of
such part.

(4) For grants to protect inmates and safeguard commu-
nities as authorized by section 6 of the Prison Rape Elimination
Act of 2003 (42 U.S.C. 15605(c)(3)), the requirements of section
6(c)(3) of such Act.

SEC. 215. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, section
20109(a) of subtitle A of title II of the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (42 U.S.C. 13709(a)) shall not
apply to amounts made available by this or any other Act.

SEC. 216. None of the funds made available under this Act,
other than for the national instant criminal background check
system established under section 103 of the Brady Handgun
Violence Prevention Act (18 U.S.C. 922 note), may be used by
a Federal law enforcement officer to facilitate the transfer of an
operable firearm to an individual if the Federal law enforcement
officer knows or suspects that the individual is an agent of a
drug cartel, unless law enforcement personnel of the United States
continuously monitor or control the firearm at all times.

SEC. 217. (a) None of the income retained in the Department
of Justice Working Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law
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102-140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be available
for obligation during fiscal year 2017, except up to $40,000,000
may be obligated for implementation of a unified Department of
Justice financial management system.

(b) Not to exceed $30,000,000 of the unobligated balances trans-
ferred to the capital account of the Department of Justice Working
Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102-140 (105 Stat.
784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) shall be available for obligation in fiscal
year 2017, and any use, obligation, transfer or allocation of such
funds shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds under section
505 of this Act.

(c¢) Not to exceed $10,000,000 of the excess unobligated balances
available under section 524(c)(8)(E) of title 28, United States Code,
shall be available for obligation during fiscal year 2017, and any
use, obligation, transfer or allocation of such funds shall be treated
as a reprogramming of funds under section 505 of this Act.

SEC. 218. Discretionary funds that are made available in this
Act for the Office of Justice Programs may be used to participate
in Performance Partnership Pilots authorized under section 526
of division H of Public Law 113-76, section 524 of division G
of Public Law 113-235, section 525 of division H of Public Law
114-113, and such authorities as are enacted for Performance Part-
nership Pilots in an appropriations Act for fiscal year 2017.

SeEc. 219. In addition to any other transfer authority available
to the Department of Justice, for fiscal years 2017 through 2022,
unobligated balances available in the Department of Justice
Working Capital Fund pursuant to title I of Public Law 102—
140 (105 Stat. 784; 28 U.S.C. 527 note) may be transferred to
the “Federal Bureau of Investigation, Construction” account, to
remain available until expended for the new Federal Bureau of
Investigation headquarters in the National Capital Region: Pro-
vided, That the cumulative total amount of funds transferred from
the Working Capital Fund from fiscal year 2017 through 2022
pursuant to this section shall not exceed $315,000,000: Provided
further, That transfers pursuant to this section shall not count
against any ceiling on the use of unobligated balances transferred
to the capital account of the Working Capital Fund in this or
any other Act in any such fiscal year: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to this section shall be treated as a reprogram-
ming under section 505 of this Act and shall not be available
for obligation or expenditure except in compliance with the proce-
dures set forth in that section.

This title may be cited as the “Department of Justice Appropria-
tions Act, 2017”.

TITLE III Science
Appropriations
SCIENCE Act, 2017.

OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PoLIiCY

For necessary expenses of the Office of Science and Technology
Policy, in carrying out the purposes of the National Science and
Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (42
U.S.C. 6601 et seq.), hire of passenger motor vehicles, and services
as authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, not
to exceed $2,250 for official reception and representation expenses,
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and rental of conference rooms in the District of Columbia,
$5,555,000.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
SCIENCE

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of science research and development activities,
including research, development, operations, support, and services;
maintenance and repair, facility planning and design; space flight,
spacecraft control, and communications activities; program manage-
ment; personnel and related costs, including uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of passenger motor
vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and operation
of mission and administrative aircraft, $5,764,900,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018: Provided, That the formulation
and development costs (with development cost as defined under
section 30104 of title 51, United States Code) for the James Webb
Space Telescope shall not exceed $8,000,000,000: Provided further,
That should the individual identified under subsection (c)(2)(E)
of section 30104 of title 51, United States Code, as responsible
for the James Webb Space Telescope determine that the develop-
ment cost of the program is likely to exceed that limitation, the
individual shall immediately notify the Administrator and the
increase shall be treated as if it meets the 30 percent threshold
described in subsection (f) of section 30104: Provided further, That,
of the amounts provided, $275,000,000 is for an orbiter and a
lander to meet the science goals for the Jupiter Europa mission
as outlined in the most recent planetary science decadal survey:
Provided further, That the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration shall use the Space Launch System as the launch
vehicle or vehicles for the Jupiter Europa mission, plan for an
orbiter launch no later than 2022 and a lander launch no later
than 2024, and include in the fiscal year 2018 budget the 5-year
funding profile necessary to achieve these goals.

AERONAUTICS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of aeronautics research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, operations, support, and serv-
ices; maintenance and repair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communications activities; program
management; personnel and related costs, including uniforms or
allowances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of
title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, mainte-
nance, and operation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$660,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018.

SPACE TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of space technology research and development
activities, including research, development, operations, support, and
services; maintenance and repair, facility planning and design;
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space flight, spacecraft control, and communications activities; pro-
gram management; personnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902
of title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, mainte-
nance, and operation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$686,500,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That $130,000,000 shall be for the RESTORE satellite serv-
icing program for continuation of formulation and development
activities for RESTORE and such funds shall not support activities
solely needed for the asteroid redirect mission.

EXPLORATION

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of exploration research and development activi-
ties, including research, development, operations, support, and serv-
ices; maintenance and repair, facility planning and design; space
flight, spacecraft control, and communications activities; program
management; personnel and related costs, including uniforms or
allowances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of
title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, mainte-
nance, and operation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$4,324,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That not less than $1,350,000,000 shall be for the Orion
Multi-Purpose Crew Vehicle: Provided further, That not less than
$2,150,000,000 shall be for the Space Launch System (SLS) launch
vehicle, which shall have a lift capability not less than 130 metric
tons and which shall have core elements and an Exploration Upper
Stage developed simultaneously: Provided further, That of the
amounts provided for SLS, not less than $300,000,000 shall be
for Exploration Upper Stage development: Provided further, That
$429,000,000 shall be for exploration ground systems: Provided
further, That the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Budget profile.
(NASA) shall provide to the Committees on Appropriations of the Deadline.
House of Representatives and the Senate, concurrent with the
annual budget submission, a 5-year budget profile for an integrated
budget that includes the Space Launch System, the Orion Multi-
Purpose Crew Vehicle, and associated ground systems, that will
meet the Exploration Mission 2 (EM-2) management agreement
launch date of no later than 2021 at a success level equal to
the Agency Baseline Commitment for EM—2 of the Orion Multi-
Purpose Crew Vehicle: Provided further, That $395,000,000 shall
be for exploration research and development.

SPACE OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of space operations research and development
activities, including research, development, operations, support and
services; space flight, spacecraft control and communications activi-
ties, including operations, production, and services; maintenance
and repair, facility planning and design; program management;
personnel and related costs, including uniforms or allowances
therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United
States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of passenger motor
vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance and operation
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of mission and administrative aircraft, $4,950,700,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018.

EDUCATION

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of aerospace and aeronautical education
research and development activities, including research, develop-
ment, operations, support, and services; program management; per-
sonnel and related costs, including uniforms or allowances therefor,
as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title 5, United States
Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire of passenger motor
vehicles; and purchase, lease, charter, maintenance, and operation
of mission and administrative aircraft, $100,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2018, of which $18,000,000 shall
be for the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research
and $40,000,000 shall be for the National Space Grant College
and Fellowship Program.

SAFETY, SECURITY AND MISSION SERVICES

For necessary expenses, not otherwise provided for, in the
conduct and support of science, aeronautics, space technology, explo-
ration, space operations and education research and development
activities, including research, development, operations, support, and
services; maintenance and repair, facility planning and design;
space flight, spacecraft control, and communications activities; pro-
gram management; personnel and related costs, including uniforms
or allowances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902
of title 5, United States Code; travel expenses; purchase and hire
of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed $63,000 for official recep-
tion and representation expenses; and purchase, lease, charter,
maintenance, and operation of mission and administrative aircraft,
$2,768,600,000, to remain available until September 30, 2018.

CONSTRUCTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND RESTORATION

For necessary expenses for construction of facilities including
repair, rehabilitation, revitalization, and modification of facilities,
construction of new facilities and additions to existing facilities,
facility planning and design, and restoration, and acquisition or
condemnation of real property, as authorized by law, and environ-
mental compliance and restoration, $360,700,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2022: Provided, That proceeds from leases
deposited into this account shall be available for a period of 5
years to the extent and in amounts as provided in annual appropria-
tions Acts: Provided further, That such proceeds referred to in
the preceding proviso shall be available for obligation for fiscal
year 2017 in an amount not to exceed $9,470,300: Provided further,
That each annual budget request shall include an annual estimate
of gross receipts and collections and proposed use of all funds
collected pursuant to section 20145 of title 51, United States Code.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General in
carrying out the Inspector General Act of 1978, $37,900,000, of
which $500,000 shall remain available until September 30, 2018.
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(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds for any announced prize otherwise authorized shall
remain available, without fiscal year limitation, until a prize is
claimed or the offer is withdrawn.

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation made available
for the current fiscal year for the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration in this Act may be transferred between such appro-
priations, but no such appropriation, except as otherwise specifically
provided, shall be increased by more than 10 percent by any such
transfers, except that “Construction and Environmental Compliance
and Restoration” may be increased up to 15 percent by such trans-
fers. Balances so transferred shall be merged with and available
for the same purposes and the same time period as the appropria-
tions to which transferred. Any transfer pursuant to this provision
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds under section 505
of this Act and shall not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in that section.

The spending plan required by this Act shall be provided by
NASA at the theme, program, project and activity level. The
spending plan, as well as any subsequent change of an amount
established in that spending plan that meets the notification
requirements of section 505 of this Act, shall be treated as a
reprogramming under section 505 of this Act and shall not be
available for obligation or expenditure except in compliance with
the procedures set forth in that section.

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

RESEARCH AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

For necessary expenses in carrying out the National Science
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), and Public Law
86—209 (42 U.S.C. 1880 et seq.); services as authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code; maintenance and operation
of aircraft and purchase of flight services for research support;
acquisition of aircraft; and authorized travel; $6,033,645,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2018, of which not to exceed
$544,000,000 shall remain available until expended for polar
research and operations support, and for reimbursement to other
Federal agencies for operational and science support and logistical
and other related activities for the United States Antarctic program:
Provided, That receipts for scientific support services and materials
furnished by the National Research Centers and other National
Science Foundation supported research facilities may be credited
to this appropriation.

MAJOR RESEARCH EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION

For necessary expenses for the acquisition, construction,
commissioning, and upgrading of major research equipment, facili-
ties, and other such capital assets pursuant to the National Science
Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including author-
ized travel, $209,000,000, to remain available until expended.
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EDUCATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES

For necessary expenses in carrying out science, mathematics
and engineering education and human resources programs and
activities pursuant to the National Science Foundation Act of 1950
(42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.), including services as authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code, authorized travel, and rental
of conference rooms in the District of Columbia, $880,000,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2018.

AGENCY OPERATIONS AND AWARD MANAGEMENT

For agency operations and award management necessary in
carrying out the National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C.
1861 et seq.); services authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United
States Code; hire of passenger motor vehicles; uniforms or allow-
ances therefor, as authorized by sections 5901 and 5902 of title
5, United States Code; rental of conference rooms in the District
of Columbia; and reimbursement of the Department of Homeland
Security for security guard services; $330,000,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $8,280 is for official reception and representation
expenses: Provided further, That contracts may be entered into
under this heading in fiscal year 2017 for maintenance and oper-
ation of facilities and for other services to be provided during
the next fiscal year: Provided further, That of the amount provided
for costs associated with the acquisition, occupancy, and related
costs of new headquarters space, not more than $40,700,000 shall
remain available until expended.

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD

For necessary expenses (including payment of salaries, author-
ized travel, hire of passenger motor vehicles, the rental of conference
rooms in the District of Columbia, and the employment of experts
and consultants under section 3109 of title 5, United States Code)
involved in carrying out section 4 of the National Science Founda-
tion Act of 1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863) and Public Law 86-209 (42
U.S.C. 1880 et seq.), $4,370,000: Provided, That not to exceed
$2,500 shall be available for official reception and representation
expenses.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of Inspector General as
authorized by the Inspector General Act of 1978, $15,200,000, of
which $400,000 shall remain available until September 30, 2018.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

Not to exceed 5 percent of any appropriation made available
for the current fiscal year for the National Science Foundation
in this Act may be transferred between such appropriations, but
no such appropriation shall be increased by more than 15 percent
by any such transfers. Any transfer pursuant to this paragraph
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds under section 505
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of this Act and shall not be available for obligation except in
compliance with the procedures set forth in that section.

This title may be cited as the “Science Appropriations Act,
2017”.

TITLE IV
RELATED AGENCIES
COMMISSION ON CIvIL RIGHTS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Commission on Civil Rights,
including hire of passenger motor vehicles, $9,200,000: Provided,
That none of the funds appropriated in this paragraph may be
used to employ any individuals under Schedule C of subpart C
of part 213 of title 5 of the Code of Federal Regulations exclusive
of one special assistant for each Commissioner: Provided further,
That none of the funds appropriated in this paragraph shall be
used to reimburse Commissioners for more than 75 billable days,
with the exception of the chairperson, who is permitted 125 billable
days: Provided further, That none of the funds appropriated in
this paragraph shall be used for any activity or expense that is
not explicitly authorized by section 3 of the Civil Rights Commission
Act of 1983 (42 U.S.C. 1975a).

EQuAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission as authorized by title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the
Equal Pay Act of 1963, the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990, section 501 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Civil Rights
Act of 1991, the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA)
of 2008 (Public Law 110-233), the ADA Amendments Act of 2008
(Public Law 110-325), and the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of
2009 (Public Law 111-2), including services as authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code; hire of passenger motor vehicles
as authorized by section 1343(b) of title 31, United States Code;
nonmonetary awards to private citizens; and up to $29,500,000
for payments to State and local enforcement agencies for authorized
services to the Commission, $364,500,000: Provided, That the
Commission is authorized to make available for official reception
and representation expenses not to exceed $2,250 from available
funds: Provided further, That the Commission may take no action Workforce
to implement any workforce repositioning, restructuring, or reorga- proposal.
nization until such time as the Committees on Appropriations of Notification.
the House of Representatives and the Senate have been notified
of such proposals, in accordance with the reprogramming require-
ments of section 505 of this Act: Provided further, That the Chair
is authorized to accept and use any gift or donation to carry out
the work of the Commission.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the International Trade Commission,
including hire of passenger motor vehicles and services as author-
ized by section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, and not to
exceed $2,250 for official reception and representation expenses,
$91,500,000, to remain available until expended.

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

For payment to the Legal Services Corporation to carry out
the purposes of the Legal Services Corporation Act of 1974,
$385,000,000, of which $352,000,000 is for basic field programs
and required independent audits; $5,000,000 is for the Office of
Inspector General, of which such amounts as may be necessary
may be used to conduct additional audits of recipients; $19,000,000
is for management and grants oversight; $4,000,000 is for client
self-help and information technology; $4,000,000 is for a Pro Bono
Innovation Fund; and $1,000,000 is for loan repayment assistance:
Provided, That the Legal Services Corporation may continue to
provide locality pay to officers and employees at a rate no greater
than that provided by the Federal Government to Washington,
DC-based employees as authorized by section 5304 of title 5, United
States Code, notwithstanding section 1005(d) of the Legal Services
Corporation Act (42 U.S.C. 2996(d)): Provided further, That the
authorities provided in section 205 of this Act shall be applicable
to the Legal Services Corporation: Provided further, That, for the
purposes of section 505 of this Act, the Legal Services Corporation
shall be considered an agency of the United States Government.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISION—LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

None of the funds appropriated in this Act to the Legal Services
Corporation shall be expended for any purpose prohibited or limited
by, or contrary to any of the provisions of, sections 501, 502,
503, 504, 505, and 506 of Public Law 105-119, and all funds
appropriated in this Act to the Legal Services Corporation shall
be subject to the same terms and conditions set forth in such
sections, except that all references in sections 502 and 503 to
1997 and 1998 shall be deemed to refer instead to 2016 and 2017,
respectively.

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Marine Mammal Commission
as authorized by title II of the Marine Mammal Protection Act
of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), $3,431,000.
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the United States Trade
Representative, including the hire of passenger motor vehicles and
the employment of experts and consultants as authorized by section
3109 of title 5, United States Code, $62,000,000, of which $1,000,000
shall remain available until expended: Provided, That of the total
amount made available under this heading, up to $15,000,000 may
be derived from the Trade Enforcement Trust Fund established
in subsection (a) of section 611 of the Trade Facilitation and Trade
Enforcement Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4405) for activities of the
United States Trade Representative authorized by subsection (d)
of such section, including transfers: Provided further, That any
transfer pursuant to paragraph (1) of such subsection (d) shall
be treated as a reprogramming under section 505 of this Act:
Provided further, That of the total amount made available under
this heading, not to exceed $124,000 shall be available for official
reception and representation expenses.

STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the State Justice Institute, as author-
ized by the State Justice Institute Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10701
et seq.) $5,121,000, of which $500,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided, That not to exceed $2,250 shall
be available for official reception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided further, That, for the purposes of section 505 of this Act,
the State Justice Institute shall be considered an agency of the
United States Government.

TITLE V
GENERAL PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS)

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEc. 501. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act
shall be used for publicity or propaganda purposes not authorized
by the Congress.

SEC. 502. No part of any appropriation contained in this Act
shall remain available for obligation beyond the current fiscal year
unless expressly so provided herein.

Sec. 503. The expenditure of any appropriation under this Contracts.
Act for any consulting service through procurement contract, pursu-
ant to section 3109 of title 5, United States Code, shall be limited
to those contracts where such expenditures are a matter of public
record and available for public inspection, except where otherwise
provided under existing law, or under existing Executive order
issued pursuant to existing law.
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SEC. 504. If any provision of this Act or the application of
such provision to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid,
the remainder of the Act and the application of each provision
to persons or circumstances other than those as to which it is
held invalid shall not be affected thereby.

SEc. 505. None of the funds provided under this Act, or provided
under previous appropriations Acts to the agencies funded by this
Act that remain available for obligation or expenditure in fiscal
year 2017, or provided from any accounts in the Treasury of the
United States derived by the collection of fees available to the
agencies funded by this Act, shall be available for obligation or
expenditure through a reprogramming of funds that: (1) creates
or initiates a new program, project or activity; (2) eliminates a
program, project or activity; (3) increases funds or personnel by
any means for any project or activity for which funds have been
denied or restricted; (4) relocates an office or employees; (5) reorga-
nizes or renames offices, programs or activities; (6) contracts out
or privatizes any functions or activities presently performed by
Federal employees; (7) augments existing programs, projects or
activities in excess of $500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less,
or reduces by 10 percent funding for any program, project or
activity, or numbers of personnel by 10 percent; or (8) results
from any general savings, including savings from a reduction in
personnel, which would result in a change in existing programs,
projects or activities as approved by Congress; unless the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations are notified 15 days
in advance of such reprogramming of funds.

SEC. 506. (a) If it has been finally determined by a court
or Federal agency that any person intentionally affixed a label
bearing a “Made in America” inscription, or any inscription with
the same meaning, to any product sold in or shipped to the United
States that is not made in the United States, the person shall
be ineligible to receive any contract or subcontract made with
funds made available in this Act, pursuant to the debarment,
suspension, and ineligibility procedures described in sections 9.400
through 9.409 of title 48, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b)(1) To the extent practicable, with respect to authorized
purchases of promotional items, funds made available by this Act
shall be used to purchase items that are manufactured, produced,
or assembled in the United States, its territories or possessions.

(2) The term “promotional items” has the meaning given the
term in OMB Circular A-87, Attachment B, Item (1)(f)(3).

SEC. 507. (a) The Departments of Commerce and Justice, the
National Science Foundation, and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration shall provide to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and the Senate a quarterly
report on the status of balances of appropriations at the account
level. For unobligated, uncommitted balances and unobligated, com-
mitted balances the quarterly reports shall separately identify the
amounts attributable to each source year of appropriation from
which the balances were derived. For balances that are obligated,
but unexpended, the quarterly reports shall separately identify
amounts by the year of obligation.

(b) The report described in subsection (a) shall be submitted
within 30 days of the end of each quarter.

(c) If a department or agency is unable to fulfill any aspect
of a reporting requirement described in subsection (a) due to a
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limitation of a current accounting system, the department or agency
shall fulfill such aspect to the maximum extent practicable under
such accounting system and shall identify and describe in each
quarterly report the extent to which such aspect is not fulfilled.

SEC. 508. Any costs incurred by a department or agency funded
under this Act resulting from, or to prevent, personnel actions
taken in response to funding reductions included in this Act shall
be absorbed within the total budgetary resources available to such
department or agency: Provided, That the authority to transfer
funds between appropriations accounts as may be necessary to
carry out this section is provided in addition to authorities included
elsewhere in this Act: Provided further, That use of funds to carry
out this section shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds
under section 505 of this Act and shall not be available for obligation
or expenditure except in compliance with the procedures set forth
in that section: Provided further, That for the Department of Com- Applicability.
merce, this section shall also apply to actions taken for the care
and protection of loan collateral or grant property.

SEC. 509. None of the funds provided by this Act shall be Tobaccoand
available to promote the sale or export of tobacco or tobacco prod- tobacco products.
ucts, or to seek the reduction or removal by any foreign country
of restrictions on the marketing of tobacco or tobacco products,
except for restrictions which are not applied equally to all tobacco
or tobacco products of the same type.

SEc. 510. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, amounts 42 USC 10601
deposited or available in the Fund established by section 1402 note.
of chapter XIV of title II of Public Law 98—473 (42 U.S.C. 10601)
in any fiscal year in excess of $2,573,000,000 shall not be available
for obligation until the following fiscal year: Provided, That notwith-
standing section 1402(d) of such Act, of the amounts available
from the Fund for obligation, $10,000,000 shall remain available
until expended to the Department of Justice Office of Inspector
General for oversight and auditing purposes.

SEC. 511. None of the funds made available to the Department Religion.
of Justice in this Act may be used to discriminate against or
denigrate the religious or moral beliefs of students who participate
in programs for which financial assistance is provided from those
funds, or of the parents or legal guardians of such students.

SEC. 512. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be transferred to any department, agency, or instrumentality of
the United States Government, except pursuant to a transfer made
by, or transfer authority provided in, this Act or any other appro-
priations Act.

SEC. 513. Any funds provided in this Act used to implement
E-Government Initiatives shall be subject to the procedures set
forth in section 505 of this Act.

SEC. 514. (a) The Inspectors General of the Department of Audits.
Commerce, the Department of Justice, the National Aeronautics Reports.
and Space Administration, the National Science Foundation, and Deadlines.
the Legal Services Corporation shall conduct audits, pursuant to
the Inspector General Act (5 U.S.C. App.), of grants or contracts
for which funds are appropriated by this Act, and shall submit
reports to Congress on the progress of such audits, which may
include preliminary findings and a description of areas of particular
interest, within 180 days after initiating such an audit and every
180 days thereafter until any such audit is completed.
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(b) Within 60 days after the date on which an audit described
in subsection (a) by an Inspector General is completed, the Sec-
retary, Attorney General, Administrator, Director, or President,
as appropriate, shall make the results of the audit available to
the public on the Internet website maintained by the Department,
Administration, Foundation, or Corporation, respectively. The
results shall be made available in redacted form to exclude—

(1) any matter described in section 552(b) of title 5, United
States Code; and

(2) sensitive personal information for any individual, the
public access to which could be used to commit identity theft
or for other inappropriate or unlawful purposes.

(c) Any person awarded a grant or contract funded by amounts
appropriated by this Act shall submit a statement to the Secretary
of Commerce, the Attorney General, the Administrator, Director,
or President, as appropriate, certifying that no funds derived from
the grant or contract will be made available through a subcontract
or in any other manner to another person who has a financial
interest in the person awarded the grant or contract.

(d) The provisions of the preceding subsections of this section
shall take effect 30 days after the date on which the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget, in consultation with
the Director of the Office of Government Ethics, determines that
a uniform set of rules and requirements, substantially similar to
the requirements in such subsections, consistently apply under
the executive branch ethics program to all Federal departments,
agencies, and entities.

SEC. 515. (a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise
made available under this Act may be used by the Departments
of Commerce and Justice, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, or the National Science Foundation to acquire a
high-impact or moderate-impact information system, as defined for
security categorization in the National Institute of Standards and
Technology’s (NIST) Federal Information Processing Standard
Publication 199, “Standards for Security Categorization of Federal
Information and Information Systems” unless the agency has—

(1) reviewed the supply chain risk for the information
systems against criteria developed by NIST and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to inform acquisition decisions
for high-impact and moderate-impact information systems
within the Federal Government;

(2) reviewed the supply chain risk from the presumptive
awardee against available and relevant threat information pro-
vided by the FBI and other appropriate agencies; and

(3) in consultation with the FBI or other appropriate Fed-
eral entity, conducted an assessment of any risk of cyber-
espionage or sabotage associated with the acquisition of such
system, including any risk associated with such system being
produced, manufactured, or assembled by one or more entities
identified by the United States Government as posing a cyber
threat, including but not limited to, those that may be owned,
directed, or subsidized by the People’s Republic of China.

(b) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available
under this Act may be used to acquire a high-impact or moderate-
impact information system reviewed and assessed under subsection
(a) }111nless the head of the assessing entity described in subsection
(a) has—
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(1) developed, in consultation with NIST, the FBI, and
supply chain risk management experts, a mitigation strategy
for any identified risks;
(2) determined, in consultation with NIST and the FBI,
that the acquisition of such system is in the national interest
of the United States; and
(3) reported that determination to the Committees on Determination.

Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate

and the agency Inspector General.

SEC. 516. None of the funds made available in this Act shall Torture.
be used in any way whatsoever to support or justify the use of
torture by any official or contract employee of the United States
Government.

SEC. 517. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or Exports and
treaty, none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available imports.
under this Act or any other Act may be expended or obligated glrlrrll:lén d
by a department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States unitions.
to pay administrative expenses or to compensate an officer or
employee of the United States in connection with requiring an
export license for the export to Canada of components, parts, acces-
sories or attachments for firearms listed in Category I, section
121.1 of title 22, Code of Federal Regulations (International Traf-
ficking in Arms Regulations (ITAR), part 121, as it existed on
April 1, 2005) with a total value not exceeding $500 wholesale
in any transaction, provided that the conditions of subsection (b)
of this section are met by the exporting party for such articles.

(b) The foregoing exemption from obtaining an export license—

(1) does not exempt an exporter from filing any Shipper’s

Export Declaration or notification letter required by law, or

from being otherwise eligible under the laws of the United

States to possess, ship, transport, or export the articles enumer-

ated in subsection (a); and

(2) does not permit the export without a license of—

(A) fully automatic firearms and components and parts
for such firearms, other than for end use by the Federal
Government, or a Provincial or Municipal Government of
Canada;

(B) barrels, cylinders, receivers (frames) or complete
breech mechanisms for any firearm listed in Category I,
other than for end use by the Federal Government, or
a Provincial or Municipal Government of Canada; or

(C) articles for export from Canada to another foreign
destination.

(¢) In accordance with this section, the District Directors of
Customs and postmasters shall permit the permanent or temporary
export without a license of any unclassified articles specified in
subsection (a) to Canada for end use in Canada or return to the
United States, or temporary import of Canadian-origin items from
Canada for end use in the United States or return to Canada
for a Canadian citizen.

(d) The President may require export licenses under this section President.
on a temporary basis if the President determines, upon publication Determination.
first in the Federal Register, that the Government of Canada has Canada.
implemented or maintained inadequate import controls for the arti-
cles specified in subsection (a), such that a significant diversion
of such articles has and continues to take place for use in inter-
national terrorism or in the escalation of a conflict in another



131 STAT. 224

Exports and
imports.
Arms and
munitions.

Commerce and
trade.

National security

letter.

Notifications.

Deadline.

Determination.

Contracts.
Grants.
Certification.
Time period.

PUBLIC LAW 115-31—MAY 5, 2017

nation. The President shall terminate the requirements of a license
when reasons for the temporary requirements have ceased.

SEc. 518. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no
department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States
receiving appropriated funds under this Act or any other Act shall
obligate or expend in any way such funds to pay administrative
expenses or the compensation of any officer or employee of the
United States to deny any application submitted pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2778(b)(1)(B) and qualified pursuant to 27 CFR section
478.112 or .113, for a permit to import United States origin “curios
or relics” firearms, parts, or ammunition.

SEC. 519. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be used to include in any new bilateral or multilateral trade agree-
ment the text of—

(1) paragraph 2 of article 16.7 of the United States—Singa-
pore Free Trade Agreement;

(2) paragraph 4 of article 17.9 of the United States—Aus-
tralia Free Trade Agreement; or

(3) paragraph 4 of article 15.9 of the United States—Morocco

Free Trade Agreement.

SEC. 520. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be used to authorize or issue a national security letter in contraven-
tion of any of the following laws authorizing the Federal Bureau
of Investigation to issue national security letters: The Right to
Financial Privacy Act of 1978; The Electronic Communications Pri-
vacy Act of 1986; The Fair Credit Reporting Act; The National
Security Act of 1947; USA PATRIOT Act; USA FREEDOM Act
of 2015; and the laws amended by these Acts.

SEc. 521. If at any time during any quarter, the program
manager of a project within the jurisdiction of the Departments
of Commerce or dJustice, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, or the National Science Foundation totaling more
than $75,000,000 has reasonable cause to believe that the total
program cost has increased by 10 percent or more, the program
manager shall immediately inform the respective Secretary,
Administrator, or Director. The Secretary, Administrator, or
Director shall notify the House and Senate Committees on Appro-
priations within 30 days in writing of such increase, and shall
include in such notice: the date on which such determination was
made; a statement of the reasons for such increases; the action
taken and proposed to be taken to control future cost growth of
the project; changes made in the performance or schedule milestones
and the degree to which such changes have contributed to the
increase in total program costs or procurement costs; new estimates
of the total project or procurement costs; and a statement validating
that the project’s management structure is adequate to control
total project or procurement costs.

SEC. 522. Funds appropriated by this Act, or made available
by the transfer of funds in this Act, for intelligence or intelligence
related activities are deemed to be specifically authorized by the
Congress for purposes of section 504 of the National Security Act
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3094) during fiscal year 2017 until the enactment
of the Intelligence Authorization Act for fiscal year 2017.

SEC. 523. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available by this Act may be used to enter into a contract in
an amount greater than $5,000,000 or to award a grant in excess
of such amount unless the prospective contractor or grantee certifies
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in writing to the agency awarding the contract or grant that,
to the best of its knowledge and belief, the contractor or grantee
has filed all Federal tax returns required during the three years
preceding the certification, has not been convicted of a criminal
offense under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and has not,
more than 90 days prior to certification, been notified of any unpaid
Federal tax assessment for which the liability remains unsatisfied,
unless the assessment is the subject of an installment agreement
or offer in compromise that has been approved by the Internal
Revenue Service and is not in default, or the assessment is the
subject of a non-frivolous administrative or judicial proceeding.

(RESCISSIONS)

SEC. 524. (a) Of the unobligated balances from prior year appro- Deadlines.
priations available to the Department of Commerce, the following
funds are hereby rescinded, not later than September 30, 2017,
from the following accounts in the specified amounts—

(1) “Economic Development Administration, Economic
Development Assistance Programs”, $10,000,000;

(2) “National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Operations, Research, and Facilities”, $18,000,000; and

(3) “National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Procurement, Acquisition and Construction”, $5,000,000.

(b) Of the unobligated balances available to the Department
of Justice, the following funds are hereby rescinded, not later than
September 30, 2017, from the following accounts in the specified
amounts—

(1) “Working Capital Fund”, $300,000,000;

(2) “United States Marshals Service, Federal Prisoner
Detention”, $24,000,000;

(3) “Federal Bureau of Investigation, Salaries and
Expenses”, $140,000,000 from fees collected to defray expenses
for the automation of fingerprint identification and criminal
justice information services and associated costs;

(4) “State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Office
on Violence Against Women, Violence Against Women Preven-
tion and Prosecution Programs”, $10,000,000;

(5) “State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Office
of Justice Programs”, $50,000,000;

(6) “State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Commu-
nity Oriented Policing Services”, $15,000,000;

(7) “Legal Activities, Assets Forfeiture Fund”, $503,196,000,
of which $201,196,000 is permanently rescinded;

(8) “Drug Enforcement Administration, Salaries and
Expenses”, $12,092,000;

(9) “Federal Bureau of Investigation, Salaries and
Expenses”, $51,600,000; and

(10) “Federal Prison System, Buildings and Facilities”,
$3,400,000.

(¢) The Departments of Commerce and Justice shall submit Reports.
to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report no later than September 1, 2017,
specifying the amount of each rescission made pursuant to sub-
sections (a) and (b).



131 STAT. 226 PUBLIC LAW 115-31—MAY 5, 2017

Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed.
Detainees.
Cuba.

Detainees.
Cuba.

SEC. 525. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be used to purchase first class or premium airline travel in con-
travention of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124 of title 41
of the Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 526. None of the funds made available in this Act may
be used to send or otherwise pay for the attendance of more than
50 employees from a Federal department or agency, who are sta-
tioned in the United States, at any single conference occurring
outside the United States unless such conference is a law enforce-
ment training or operational conference for law enforcement per-
sonnel and the majority of Federal employees in attendance are
law enforcement personnel stationed outside the United States.

SEC. 527. None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made
available in this or any other Act may be used to transfer, release,
or assist in the transfer or release to or within the United States,
its territories, or possessions Khalid Sheikh Mohammed or any
other detainee who—

(1) is not a United States citizen or a member of the
Armed Forces of the United States; and

(2) is or was held on or after June 24, 2009, at the United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by the Depart-
ment of Defense.

SEC. 528. (a) None of the funds appropriated or otherwise
made available in this or any other Act may be used to construct,
acquire, or modify any facility in the United States, its territories,
or possessions to house any individual described in subsection (c)
for the purposes of detention or imprisonment in the custody or
under the effective control of the Department of Defense.

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not apply to any
modification of facilities at United States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba.

(c) An individual described in this subsection is any individual
who, as of June 24, 2009, is located at United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and who—

(1) is not a citizen of the United States or a member
of the Armed Forces of the United States; and

(2) is—

(A) in the custody or under the effective control of
the Department of Defense; or
(B) otherwise under detention at United States Naval

Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

SEC. 529. The Director of the Office of Management and Budget
shall instruct any department, agency, or instrumentality of the
United States receiving funds appropriated under this Act to track
undisbursed balances in expired grant accounts and include in
its annual performance plan and performance and accountability
reports the following:

(1) Details on future action the department, agency, or
instrumentality will take to resolve undisbursed balances in
expired grant accounts.

(2) The method that the department, agency, or instrumen-
tality uses to track undisbursed balances in expired grant
accounts.

(3) Identification of undisbursed balances in expired grant
gccounts that may be returned to the Treasury of the United

tates.
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(4) In the preceding 3 fiscal years, details on the total Time periods.
number of expired grant accounts with undisbursed balances

(on the first day of each fiscal year) for the department, agency,

or instrumentality and the total finances that have not been

obligated to a specific project remaining in the accounts.

SeEc. 530. (a) None of the funds made available by this Act Contracts.
may be used for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration China.
(NASA) or the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP)
to develop, design, plan, promulgate, implement, or execute a
bilateral policy, program, order, or contract of any kind to partici-
pate, collaborate, or coordinate bilaterally in any way with China
or any Chinese-owned company unless such activities are specifi-
cally authorized by a law enacted after the date of enactment
of this Act.

(b) None of the funds made available by this Act may be
used to effectuate the hosting of official Chinese visitors at facilities
belonging to or utilized by NASA.

(¢) The limitations described in subsections (a) and (b) shall Consultation.
not apply to activities which NASA or OSTP, after consultation Certification.
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, have certified—

(1) pose no risk of resulting in the transfer of technology,

data, or other information with national security or economic

sec&n‘ity implications to China or a Chinese-owned company;

an

(2) will not involve knowing interactions with officials who Human rights.
have been determined by the United States to have direct
involvement with violations of human rights.

(d) Any certification made under subsection (¢) shall be sub- Deadline.
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, no later than 30 days prior to the activity in question and
shall include a description of the purpose of the activity, its agenda,
its major participants, and its location and timing.

SEC. 531. None of the funds made available by this Act may Exports and
be used to pay the salaries or expenses of personnel to deny, imports.
or fail to act on, an application for the importation of any model ﬁﬁﬁi?g}i
of shotgun if— '

(1) all other requirements of law with respect to the pro-
posed importation are met; and

(2) no application for the importation of such model of Time period.
shotgun, in the same configuration, had been denied by the

Attorney General prior to January 1, 2011, on the basis that

the shotgun was not particularly suitable for or readily adapt-

able to sporting purposes.

SEC. 532. (a) None of the funds made available in this Act Pornography.
may be used to maintain or establish a computer network unless
such network blocks the viewing, downloading, and exchanging
of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit the use of funds nec-
essary for any Federal, State, tribal, or local law enforcement agency
or any other entity carrying out criminal investigations, prosecution,
adjudication, or other law enforcement- or victim assistance-related
activity.

SEc. 533. The Departments of Commerce and Justice, the Spending plans.
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the National Deadline.
Science Foundation, the Commission on Civil Rights, the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission, the International Trade
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Contracts.

Reports.
China.

States.

Marijuana.

Poverty.

Definition.

Commission, the Legal Services Corporation, the Marine Mammal
Commission, the Offices of Science and Technology Policy and the
United States Trade Representative, and the State Justice Institute
shall submit spending plans, signed by the respective department
or agency head, to the Committees on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives and the Senate within 45 days after the date
of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 534. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be obligated or expended to implement the Arms Trade Treaty
until the Senate approves a resolution of ratification for the Treaty.

SEC. 535. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act,
none of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available by
this Act may be used to pay award or incentive fees for contractor
performance that has been judged to be below satisfactory perform-
ance or for performance that does not meet the basic requirements
of a contract.

SEC. 536. The Department of Commerce, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and the National Science
Foundation shall provide a quarterly report to the Committees
on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate
on any official travel to China by any employee of such Department
or agency, including the purpose of such travel.

SEC. 537. None of the funds made available in this Act to
the Department of Justice may be used, with respect to any of
the States of Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colo-
rado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois,
TIowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West
Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming, or with respect to the District
of Columbia, Guam, or Puerto Rico, to prevent any of them from
implementing their own laws that authorize the use, distribution,
possession, or cultivation of medical marijuana.

SEC. 538. None of the funds made available by this Act may
be used in contravention of section 7606 (“Legitimacy of Industrial
Hemp Research”) of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-
79) by the Department of Justice or the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration.

SEC. 539. Of the amounts made available by this Act, not
less than 10 percent of each total amount provided, respectively,
for Public Works grants authorized by the Public Works and Eco-
nomic Development Act of 1965 and grants authorized by section
27 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation Act of 1980
(15 U.S.C. 3722) shall be allocated for assistance in persistent
poverty counties: Provided, That for purposes of this section, the
term “persistent poverty counties” means any county that has had
20 percent or more of its population living in poverty over the
past 30 years, as measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial censuses
and the most recent Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates.

SEC. 540. For an additional amount for “National Aeronautics
and Space Administration—Construction and Environmental
Compliance and Restoration”, $109,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for repairs at National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) owned facilities that directly support
NASA’s mission which were damaged as a result of recent natural
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disasters: Provided, That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as an emergency requirement pursuant to section
251(b)(2)(A)({) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985.

EXCEPTION TO LIMITATION ON APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS AS
UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

SEC. 541. (a) IN GENERAL.—The limitation under section 141(b) 19 USC 2171
(4) of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2171(b)(4)) shall not apply note.
to the first person appointed, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, as the United States Trade Representative after
the date of the enactment of this Act, if that person served as
a Deputy United States Trade Representative before the date of
the enactment of the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1601 et seq.).
(b) LiMITED EXCEPTION.—This section applies only to the first Applicability.
person appointed as United States Trade Representative after the
date of enactment of this Act, and to no other person.
SEC. 542. For an additional amount for “Department of Justice,
State and Local Law Enforcement Activities, Office of Justice Pro-
grams, State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance”, $15,000,000
for emergency law enforcement assistance for events occurring
during fiscal years 2016 and 2017, as authorized by section 609M
of the Justice Assistance Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10501; Public
Law 98-473).
This division may be cited as the “Commerce, Justice, Science,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017”.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE Department of
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 Defense
Appropriations
TITLE I Act, 2017.
MILITARY PERSONNEL

MILITARY PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest
on deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel
(including all expenses thereof for organizational movements), and
expenses of temporary duty travel between permanent duty sta-
tions, for members of the Army on active duty (except members
of reserve components provided for elsewhere), cadets, and aviation
cadets; for members of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps; and
for payments pursuant to section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of Defense
Military Retirement Fund, $40,042,962,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, NAVY

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest
on deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel
(including all expenses thereof for organizational movements), and
expenses of temporary duty travel between permanent duty sta-
tions, for members of the Navy on active duty (except members
of the Reserve provided for elsewhere), midshipmen, and aviation
cadets; for members of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps; and
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for payments pursuant to section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of Defense
Military Retirement Fund, $27,889,405,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, MARINE CORPS

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest
on deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel
(including all expenses thereof for organizational movements), and
expenses of temporary duty travel between permanent duty sta-
tions, for members of the Marine Corps on active duty (except
members of the Reserve provided for elsewhere); and for payments
pursuant to section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as amended (42
U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of Defense Military Retire-
ment Fund, $12,735,182,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

For pay, allowances, individual clothing, subsistence, interest
on deposits, gratuities, permanent change of station travel
(including all expenses thereof for organizational movements), and
expenses of temporary duty travel between permanent duty sta-
tions, for members of the Air Force on active duty (except members
of reserve components provided for elsewhere), cadets, and aviation
cadets; for members of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps; and
for payments pursuant to section 156 of Public Law 97-377, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 402 note), and to the Department of Defense
Military Retirement Fund, $27,958,795,000.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, ARMY

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, gratuities, travel,
and related expenses for personnel of the Army Reserve on active
duty under sections 10211, 10302, and 3038 of title 10, United
States Code, or while serving on active duty under section 12301(d)
of title 10, United States Code, in connection with performing
duty specified in section 12310(a) of title 10, United States Code,
or while undergoing reserve training, or while performing drills
or equivalent duty or other duty, and expenses authorized by section
16131 of title 10, United States Code; and for payments to the
Department of Defense Military Retirement Fund, $4,524,863,000.

RESERVE PERSONNEL, NAVY

For pay, allowances, clothing, subsistence, gratuities, travel,
and related expenses for personnel of the Navy Reserve on active
duty under section 10211 of title 10, United States Code, or while
serving on active duty under section 12301(d) of title 10, United
States Code, in connection with performing duty specified in section
12310(a) of title 10, United States Code, or while undergoing reserve
training, or while performing drill