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technology, engineering, and math education, especially for tradition-
ally underrepresented groups. And we are fighting to ensure that 
innovators and startups have the resources and opportunities they need 
to build the future they seek. 

Our Nation brought the world everything from the light bulb to the 
Internet, and today—in laboratories and classrooms across America— 
our scientists and students carry forward this tradition as they work to 
develop new sources of energy and code the computer programs of to-
morrow. Less than seven decades after Orville and Wilbur’s flying ma-
chine lifted into the air, American ingenuity brought us to Tranquility 
Base—and as the lunar module touched down on the surface of the 
Moon, it carried with it pieces of the brothers’ historic airplane. Today, 
the Wright brothers’ spirit lives on in the aspirations of a resolute peo-
ple—to cure disease, walk on distant planets, and solve the biggest 
challenges of our time. 

On Wright Brothers Day, we lift up the scientists, entrepreneurs, inven-
tors, builders, and doers of today, and all those who reach for the fu-
ture. Let us recommit to harnessing the passion and creativity of every 
person who works hard in America and leading the world through an-
other century of discovery. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963, as 
amended (77 Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 143), has designated December 17 of 
each year as ‘‘Wright Brothers Day’’ and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of 
the United States to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 2014, as Wright 
Brothers Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9223 of December 23, 2014 

To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act and for Other Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. In Proclamation 8921 of December 20, 2012, I determined that the 
Republic of Guinea-Bissau (Guinea-Bissau) was not making continual 
progress in meeting the requirements described in section 506A(a)(1) 
of the Trade Act of 1974 (the 1974 Act) (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as 
added by section 111(a) of the African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(title I of Public Law 106–200) (AGOA). Thus, pursuant to section 
506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)), I terminated the des-
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ignation of Guinea-Bissau as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country 
for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 Act. 

2. Section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) 
as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country if the President deter-
mines that the country meets the eligibility requirements set forth in 
section 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well as the eligibility cri-
teria set forth in section 502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462). 

3. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, based on actions that 
the Government of Guinea-Bissau has taken over the past year, I have 
determined that Guinea-Bissau meets the eligibility requirements set 
forth in section 104 of the AGOA and section 502 of the 1974 Act, and 
I have decided to designate Guinea-Bissau as a beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African country. 

4. In Proclamation 8921 of December 20, 2012, I designated the Repub-
lic of South Sudan (South Sudan) as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country for purposes of section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. In Procla-
mation 7657 of March 28, 2003, the President designated the Republic 
of The Gambia (The Gambia) as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country for purposes of section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. 

5. Section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)), author-
izes the President to terminate the designation of a country as a bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African country for purposes of section 506A, if he 
determines that the country is not making continual progress in meet-
ing the requirements described in section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. 

6. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act, I have determined 
that South Sudan and The Gambia are not making continual progress 
in meeting the requirements described in section 506A(a)(1) of the 
1974 Act. Accordingly, I have decided to terminate the designation of 
South Sudan and The Gambia as beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
countries for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 Act, effective on 
January 1, 2015. 

7. On April 22, 1985, the United States and Israel entered into the 
Agreement on the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between the 
Government of the United States of America and the Government of 
Israel (USIFTA), which the Congress approved in the United States- 
Israel Free Trade Area Implementation Act of 1985 (the ‘‘USIFTA Act’’) 
(19 U.S.C. 2112 note). 

8. Section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act provides that, whenever the Presi-
dent determines that it is necessary to maintain the general level of re-
ciprocal and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel 
provided for by the USIFTA, the President may proclaim such with-
drawal, suspension, modification, or continuance of any duty, or such 
continuance of existing duty-free or excise treatment, or such addi-
tional duties, as the President determines to be required or appropriate 
to carry out the USIFTA. 

9. In order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and mutually ad-
vantageous concessions with respect to agricultural trade with Israel, 
on July 27, 2004, the United States entered into an agreement with 
Israel concerning certain aspects of trade in agricultural products dur-
ing the period January 1, 2004, through December 31, 2008 (the ‘‘2004 
Agreement’’). 
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10. In Proclamation 7826 of October 4, 2004, consistent with the 2004 
Agreement, the President determined, pursuant to section 4(b) of the 
USIFTA Act, that, in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal 
and mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided 
for by the USIFTA, it was necessary to provide duty-free access into 
the United States through December 31, 2008, for specified quantities 
of certain agricultural products of Israel. 

11. Each year from 2008 through 2013, the United States and Israel en-
tered into agreements to extend the period that the 2004 Agreement 
was in force for 1-year periods to allow additional time for the two 
governments to conclude an agreement to replace the 2004 Agreement. 

12. To carry out the extension agreements, the President in Proclama-
tion 8334 of December 31, 2008; Proclamation 8467 of December 23, 
2009; Proclamation 8618 of December 21, 2010; Proclamation 8770 of 
December 29, 2011; Proclamation 8921 of December 20, 2012; and 
Proclamation 9072 of December 23, 2013, modified the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) to provide duty-free access 
into the United States for specified quantities of certain agricultural 
products of Israel, each time for an additional 1-year period. 

13. On December 5, 2014, the United States entered into an agreement 
with Israel to extend the period that the 2004 Agreement is in force 
through December 31, 2015, to allow for further negotiations on an 
agreement to replace the 2004 Agreement. 

14. Pursuant to section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act, I have determined that 
it is necessary, in order to maintain the general level of reciprocal and 
mutually advantageous concessions with respect to Israel provided for 
by the USIFTA, to provide duty-free access into the United States 
through the close of December 31, 2015, for specified quantities of cer-
tain agricultural products of Israel. 

15. Section 1205(a) of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 (the ‘‘1988 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3005(a)), directs the United States 
International Trade Commission (the Commission) to keep the HTS 
under continuous review and periodically to recommend to the Presi-
dent such modifications to the HTS as the Commission considers nec-
essary or appropriate to accomplish the purposes set forth in that sub-
section. Among those purposes are to promote the uniform application 
of the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity De-
scription and Coding System (the ‘‘Convention’’) and to alleviate un-
necessary administrative burdens. 

16. The Commission conducted an investigation pursuant to section 
1205 of the 1988 Act (Investigation No. 1205–10) in order to make cer-
tain technical corrections to keep the HTS in conformity with inter-
national standards and to make certain reclassifications of chemical 
products that would alleviate unnecessary administrative burdens. 

17. In April 2013, the Commission published the results of Investiga-
tion No. 1205–10 pursuant to section 1205 of the 1988 Act (Rec-
ommendations to Modify Chapters 29, 30, 37, and 85 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States, USITC Publication 4392 
(corrected August 2013)), recommending specific changes to the HTS. 
Each of these recommended modifications would have little or no eco-
nomic effect on any industry in the United States. On August 2, 2013, 
this report was transmitted to the Congress. The report and layover re-
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quirements of section 1206(b) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3006(b)), were 
satisfied as of December 18, 2013. 

18. Section 1206(a) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3006(a)), authorizes the 
President to proclaim modifications to the HTS based on recommenda-
tions made by the Commission pursuant to section 1205 of the 1988 
Act, if he determines that the modifications are in conformity with 
United States obligations under the Convention and do not run counter 
to the national economic interest of the United States. I have deter-
mined that the modifications to the HTS recommended in USITC Pub-
lication 4392, as set forth in Annex II to this proclamation, are in con-
formity with United States obligations under the Convention and do 
not run counter to the national economic interest of the United States. 

19. Presidential Proclamation 8039 of July 27, 2006, implemented the 
United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement (USBFTA). The proclama-
tion implemented, pursuant to section 201 of the United States-Bahrain 
Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (the ‘‘USBFTA Act’’) (19 
U.S.C. 3805 note), the staged reductions in rates of duty that the Presi-
dent determined to be necessary or appropriate to carry out or apply 
certain provisions of the USBFTA, including Article 3.2.8. That procla-
mation incorporated by reference Publication 3830 of the U.S. Inter-
national Trade Commission, entitled Modifications to the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States to Implement the United States- 
Bahrain Free Trade Agreement. Annex I of Publication 3830 included 
a technical error that affected the tariff treatment of goods under head-
ing 9914.99.20 after December 31, 2015. I have determined that modi-
fications to the HTS pursuant to section 201(a) of the USBTFA Act are 
necessary to correct this error. 

20. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the Presi-
dent to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant provisions of 
that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions 
thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, or impo-
sition of any rate of duty or other import restriction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States of America, including but 
not limited to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, section 506A(a)(3) of 
the 1974 Act, section 4(b) of the USIFTA Act, section 1206(a) of the 
1988 Act, section 201(a) of the USBFTA Act, and section 604 of the 
1974 Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) Guinea-Bissau is designated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African 
country. 

(2) In order to reflect this designation in the HTS, general note 16(a) 
to the HTS is modified by inserting in alphabetical sequence in the list 
of beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries ‘‘Republic of Guinea- 
Bissau (Guinea-Bissau).’’ 

(3) The designations of South Sudan and The Gambia as beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African countries for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 
Act are terminated, effective on January 1, 2015. 

(4) In order to reflect in the HTS that beginning on January 1, 2015, 
South Sudan and The Gambia shall no longer be designated as bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries, general note 16(a) to the HTS is 
modified by deleting ‘‘Republic of South Sudan’’ and ‘‘Republic of The 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:18 Mar 18, 2020 Jkt 039194 PO 00000 Frm 00207 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\GSDD\STATUTES\2014\PROCS\39194PRC.000 39194PRCdk
ra

us
e 

on
 L

A
P

5T
8D

0R
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 L

O
C

A
T

O
R

S
 (

1)



128 STAT. 4308 PROCLAMATION 9223—DEC. 23, 2014 

Gambia’’ from the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries. 
Note 7(a) to subchapter II and note 1 to subchapter XIX of chapter 98 
of the HTS are modified to delete ‘‘The Gambia’’ from the list of bene-
ficiary countries. Further, note 2(d) to subchapter XIX of chapter 98 of 
the HTS is modified by deleting ‘‘The Gambia’’ from the list of lesser 
developed beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries. 

(5) In order to implement U.S. tariff commitments under the 2004 
Agreement through December 31, 2015, the HTS is modified as pro-
vided in Annex I to this proclamation. 

(6)(a) The modifications to the HTS set forth in Annex I to this proc-
lamation shall be effective with respect to eligible agricultural products 
of Israel that are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after January 1, 2015. 

(b) The provisions of subchapter VIII of chapter 99 of the HTS, as 
modified by Annex I to this proclamation, shall continue in effect 
through December 31, 2015. 

(7) In order to modify the HTS to promote the uniform application 
of the Convention and to alleviate unnecessary administrative burdens, 
the HTS is modified as set forth in Annex II to this proclamation. 

(8) The modifications to the HTS set forth in Annex II to this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to goods that are entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after the later of 
January 1, 2015, or the 30th day after publication of this proclamation 
in the Federal Register. 

(9) In order to make technical corrections necessary to provide the 
intended duty treatment under Article 3.2.8 of the USBFTA, the HTS 
is modified as set forth in Annex III to this proclamation. 

(10) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive Orders 
that are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are su-
perseded to the extent of such inconsistency. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
third day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 
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Proclamation 9224 of December 31, 2014 

National Mentoring Month, 2015 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In a Nation of limitless possibility, every child deserves the chance to 
unlock his or her potential. When young Americans have the support 
they need to make the most of themselves, they can achieve their 
dreams and strengthen our country, which has always moved forward 
by extending ladders of opportunity to the next generation. Every day, 
mentors play a vital role in this national mission by helping to broaden 
the horizons for our daughters and sons. This month, we celebrate 
these individuals who make it their cause to bring out the best in our 
young people, and we salute their spirit of service. 

Mentors and caring adults serve as essential sources of inspiration, lift-
ing up young people and positioning them to build the America of to-
morrow. That is why my Administration continues to expand opportu-
nities for mentoring and support the individuals who enable our future 
leaders. We are working with businesses to increase apprenticeship 
programs and connect groups traditionally underrepresented in 
science, technology, engineering, and math fields with role models in 
STEM careers. First Lady Michelle Obama’s Reach Higher initiative is 
encouraging campus groups and college students to connect with high 
schoolers and other near-peers who do not always see themselves com-
pleting higher education. Earlier this year, I also launched My Brother’s 
Keeper, an initiative that recognizes our responsibility to reach every 
young person regardless of who they are or where they come from. 

Every American shares in the obligation to widen the circle of oppor-
tunity for our young people. Our neighbors’ children are our chil-
dren—and our country must show them we care about and value their 
boundless potential. At the White House, the First Lady and I started 
mentoring initiatives, pairing local students with accomplished and 
caring professionals, and I am proud that members of my Administra-
tion are leading by example. To find ways to give back in your local 
community and participate in these critical, life-changing moments, I 
encourage all Americans to visit www.Serve.gov/Mentor. 
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