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every American to pursue their dreams and achieve their own full 
measure of happiness. 

Our fidelity to these timeless ideals binds us together as a Nation. As 
we celebrate Bill of Rights Day, let us recommit to the values that de-
fine us as a people and continue our work to broaden democracy’s 
reach by strengthening the freedoms with which we have been en-
dowed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Decem-
ber 15, 2014, as Bill of Rights Day. I call upon the people of the United 
States to mark this observance with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9221 of December 15, 2014 

70th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
By the winter of 1944, the United States and Allied forces had stormed 
the beaches of Normandy, thundered into Europe, and liberated Paris, 
turning the tide in the struggle against the forces of oppression. With 
the fate of freedom in peril, millions of Americans went to fight for 
people they had never met to defend ideals they could not live with-
out. But as Americans and our allies advanced through the Ardennes 
Forest region of Belgium and Luxembourg, German forces launched a 
desperate and massive assault, attacking the poorly-supplied and heav-
ily-outnumbered Allied front during the early hours of December 16, 
1944. Against improbable odds, patriots of exceptional valor and re-
markable courage beat back Hitler’s armies and achieved a crucial vic-
tory at the Battle of the Bulge, marking the beginning of the end of a 
world war. 

The Battle of the Bulge was one of the United States largest and blood-
iest encounters of the Second World War. Over the course of more than 
a month, some 500,000 American service members fought through 
snow and bitter winter conditions. In extraordinarily difficult cir-
cumstances, our Armed Forces faced down bullets and German tanks. 
From the grip of hatred and tyranny, they won a victory for liberty and 
freedom. But our triumph came at a tremendous cost; over 76,000 
Americans were killed, wounded, or missing in action. 

On the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge, we are called to do 
more than commemorate a victory. We must honor the sacrifice of a 
generation who defied every danger to free a continent from fascism. 
As we salute the unfailing dedication of a free people, we tell their 
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story so as to commit it to the memory of our Nation. The world will 
never forget the heroes who stepped forward to secure peace and pros-
perity far from home, and we will always remember those who gave 
their last full measure of devotion. 

The warriors who defended the promise of liberty during the Battle of 
the Bulge are an inspiring and heroic link in an unbroken chain that 
has made America the greatest force for freedom the world has ever 
known. Today, we lift up their memories and carry forward the proud 
legacy of the veterans who gave their all and in doing so, changed the 
course of human history. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Tues-
day, December 16, 2014, as the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Bulge. I encourage all Americans to observe this solemn day of remem-
brance with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9222 of December 16, 2014 

Wright Brothers Day, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
The United States has always been a land of exploration and innova-
tion. Determined to build a Nation where all things were possible, our 
country’s Founders crossed a vast ocean and launched an improbable 
experiment in democracy. Early pioneers pushed west across sweeping 
plains. Dreamers toiled with hearts and hands to build cities, lay rail-
roads, and power an automobile revolution. And on December 17, 
1903, two brothers from Dayton, Ohio, would write their own chapter 
in America’s long history of discovery and achievement. 

After years of painstaking research and careful engineering, Orville and 
Wilbur Wright accomplished what was once unthinkable: the world’s 
first powered flight. Above the sand dunes of Kitty Hawk, North Caro-
lina, they revolutionized modern transportation and extended the 
reach of humanity. Their inspiring feat opened the door to more than 
a century of progress and helped spark a new era of economic growth 
and prosperity. Today, we celebrate those 12 seconds of flight that 
changed the course of human events, and the determination and perse-
verance that made that moment possible. 

America has always succeeded because as a Nation, we refuse to stand 
still. As heirs to this proud legacy of risk takers and dreamers who 
imagined the world as it could be, we must constantly work to em-
power the next generation of inventors and entrepreneurs. That is why 
my Administration is investing in programs that encourage science, 
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