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Proclamation 9210 of November 14, 2014
American Education Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the United States, every young person deserves access to a world-
class education. In classrooms, lecture halls, and laboratories across
America, high-quality education helps unlock the limitless potential of
our Nation’s students and creates pathways for their success. It pre-
pares them for the jobs of tomorrow and the responsibilities of citizen-
ship. A strong school system bolsters our economy and strengthens our
democracy, and it is at the core of the American belief that with hard
work, anyone can get ahead. During American Education Week, we cel-
ebrate the devoted educators who instruct and inspire students of all
ages, and we continue our work to provide every person with the best
education possible.

My Administration is committed to widening the circle of opportunity
for more Americans and restoring middle-class security, and that starts
by supporting education for all. We know early education is one of the
best investments we can make in a child’s life, and that is why we are
striving to expand access to preschool to every girl and boy in Amer-
ica. To spur reform in our public schools and ensure students graduate
from high school prepared for achievement, we have directed billions
of dollars to States and school districts through the Race to the Top
initiative. My Administration is also dedicated to reestablishing Amer-
ica’s place as the world leader in college completion. We have ex-
panded grants, tax credits, and loans to help more families afford a col-
lege degree and invested in programs that help students manage and
reduce the burdens of debt after they graduate.

With grit and passion, America’s teachers give life to education’s prom-
ise. Our education-support professionals help ensure the health, well-
being, and success of our children. And in small towns and large cit-
ies, principals and district administrators cultivate communities that
value learning and share a common vision of academic excellence. To-
gether, these leaders encourage our students to reach higher and in-
spire them to achieve their dreams. Great educators and administrators
deserve all the tools and resources they need to do their job, including
chances for professional development and pay that reflects the con-
tributions they make to our country. They are the most critical ingredi-
ents in any school, and my Administration is working hard to support
them as they empower our Nation’s youth.

In a complex world, we must meet new and profound challenges. As
a Nation, we must prepare the next generation to face these issues and
the problems of their own time. An education equips the leaders of to-
morrow with the knowledge and vision they need to discover the solu-
tions of the future and build a better society for their children and
grandchildren. This week, we honor the teachers, mentors, and profes-
sionals who guide our kids as they explore the world. Let us recommit
to supporting a first-class education for all students, from the day they
start preschool to the day they start their career.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
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stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 16 through November 22, 2014, as American Education Week. I call
upon all Americans to observe this week by supporting their local
schools through appropriate activities, events, and programs designed
to help create opportunities for every school and student in America.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9211 of November 14, 2014
America Recycles Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation, we must do all we can to leave the next generation a
cleaner, safer, and more stable world. America’s young people are to-
morrow’s environmental stewards, and it is our responsibility to instill
in them a conservation ethic. Recycling reduces our country’s energy
consumption, decreases our greenhouse gas emissions, and conserves
our natural resources, and it is one of the first steps we can teach our
children and grandchildren to take as part of their everyday lives. It
also creates green jobs in America and provides essential resources to
our growing manufacturing sector. Today, we recognize the environ-
mental and economic benefits that recycling produces, and we cele-
brate all those who do their part to build a more prosperous and sus-
tainable future.

Americans generate approximately 250 million tons of municipal solid
waste every year. But more of this trash—from our homes, workplaces,
and classrooms—could be recycled or reused. Individuals can compost
their food waste and donate items that are no longer needed. The
choices we make as we shop can also help reduce waste. Families and
individuals can buy products that use less packaging, purchase goods
made with recycled resources, and avoid disposable materials when-
ever possible. To discover additional ways to shrink your environ-
mental footprint and to learn how and where to properly recycle com-
mon and uncommon household goods, visit www.EPA.gov/recycle.

Every American, every business, and every community can play a role
in increasing the rate of recycling. In small towns and big cities, recy-
cling programs are making a difference, and State and local govern-
ments can continue to do their part by promoting these programs, mak-
ing them convenient, and continuing to invest in their recycling infra-
structure. The Federal Government is leading by example, working to
reduce our environmental impact. And as American businesses con-
tinue to innovate, they too can find new ways to reflect their commit-
ment to recycling in their bottom line.

The actions we take today will determine what kind of world we will
pass on to our Nation’s young people. On America Recycles Day, we
embrace our role not only as custodians of the present, but also as
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