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our veterans, and we are committed to providing them with quality
health care, access to education, and the tools they need to find a re-
warding career. As a Nation, we must ensure that every veteran has the
chance to share in the opportunity he or she has helped to defend.
Those who have served in our Armed Forces have the experience,
skills, and dedication necessary to achieve success as members of our
civilian workforce, and it is critical that we harness their talent.

Across our country, veterans who fought to protect our democracy
around the globe are strengthening it here at home. Once leaders in the
Armed Forces, they are now pioneers of industry and pillars of their
communities. Their character reflects our enduring American spirit,
and in their example, we find inspiration and strength.

This day, and every day, we pay tribute to America’s sons and daugh-
ters who have answered our country’s call. We recognize the sacrifice
of those who have been part of the finest fighting force the world has
ever known and the loved ones who stand beside them. We will never
forget the heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice and all those who
have not yet returned home. As a grateful Nation, let us show our ap-
preciation by honoring all our veterans and working to ensure the
promise of America is within the reach of all who have protected it.

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service
members have made to the cause of peace and freedom around the
world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11
of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor our
Nation’s veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2014, as Veterans
Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of
our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private pray-
ers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of
the United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their com-
munities. I call on all Americans, including civic and fraternal organi-
zations, places of worship, schools, and communities to support this
day with commemorative expressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9209 of November 7, 2014
World Freedom Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

For nearly three decades, the Berlin Wall divided a nation and stood
as one symbol of a system that denied individuals the freedoms that

are the right of every person. It separated families and suppressed free
will and self-determination—but while it tried to contain the yearnings
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of a courageous and unwavering people for liberty and justice, it could
not crush them. Twenty-five years ago today, Germans from East and
West came together to tear down the Wall and begin the work of build-
ing an open and prosperous society. On World Freedom Day, we honor
a generation that refused to be defined by a wall, and we reaffirm our
commitment to stand with all those who seek to join the free world.

The images of this extraordinary event are seared in our memory and
enshrined in our history: brave crowds climbing atop an old barrier
and Berliners reuniting in city streets. But the victory of 1989 was not
inevitable. We will not forget those who risked bullets, dug through
tunnels, leapt from buildings, and crossed barbed wire, minefields, and
a mighty river in pursuit of freedom. In their struggle—and in the
memory of all those who did not live to see Berlin united and free—
Americans see our own past, as well as the spirit of citizens around
the world who long for opportunity and are willing to do the hard
work of building a democracy.

America stood with those on both sides of the Iron Curtain who held
fast to the belief that a better future was possible, and as the Berlin
Wall fell, it spurred a more integrated, more prosperous, and more se-
cure Europe. Today, Germany is one of our strongest allies. And as we
pay tribute to our shared past, we are reminded that upholding peace
and security is the responsibility of every nation. There is no progress
without sacrifice and no freedom without solidarity, and we cannot
shrink from our role of advancing the values in which we believe.

The story of Berlin shows us that with grit and determination, we have
the power to shape our own destiny, even in the face of impossible
odds. As we celebrate a triumph over tyranny, we also recognize that
the challenges to peace and human dignity continue in our complex
world and that complacency is not the character of great nations. Let
us resolve to extend a hand to those who reach for freedom still and
continue the pursuit of peace in our time.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Novem-
ber 9, 2014, as World Freedom Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities, reaffirming our dedication to freedom and democracy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of November, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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