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discussed America’s struggle to throw off the tyranny of an empire,
and in 1777, Pulaski crossed the Atlantic to stand with a small band
of patriots.

In America, Pulaski served with honor and distinction. During battle,
he aided George Washington and—because of his leadership and skill
on horseback—became known as the “Father of the American Cav-
alry.” But tragically in October of 1779, as Pulaski led his troops dur-
ing the siege of Savannah, Georgia, he was mortally wounded. While
he was not witness to the conclusion of the war, his memory is forever
enshrined in the pages of its history.

Pulaski’s life represents only one chapter in the Polish people’s long
and storied legacy of fighting for freedom. This year, we celebrated the
25th anniversary of an election where, for the first time, the people of
Poland had a choice. The culmination of centuries of struggle, it
marked the beginning of a new course for Poland—one that has ush-
ered in the return of democracy and demonstrated the enduring
strength of the ideals our two nations share. As we also recognize the
15th anniversary of Poland’s membership in NATO, we are proud to
call Poland one of our strongest and closest allies, and we are re-
minded that the blessings of liberty must be earned and renewed by
every generation.

On General Pulaski Memorial Day, we reflect on the beginnings of our
relationship with Poland. In the centuries since, Polish immigrants
have sought the opportunities in America that Pulaski helped secure,
and as they have, our nations’ bonds of friendship have grown strong-
er. As we renew our commitment to honoring all those who fought for
the freedom of our new Nation, let us resolve to stand with developing
democracies around the world and with all people yearning to be free.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October
11, 2014, as General Pulaski Memorial Day. I encourage all Americans
to commemorate this occasion with appropriate programs and activi-
ties paying tribute to Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those who de-
fend the freedom of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9193 of October 10, 2014
Columbus Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

When Christopher Columbus—a son of Genoa, Italy—set sail across the
Atlantic, no one could imagine the profound and lasting impact he
would have on the world. In search of a westward route to Asia, he
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instead spotted the Bahamas. As dawn broke on October 12, 1492, Co-
lumbus’s crew set foot on a Caribbean island and changed the course
of history. For much of Europe, this marked the discovery of the New
World, and it set in motion the more than five centuries that have fol-
lowed.

In a new world, explorers found opportunity. They endured unfor-
giving winters and early hardship. They pushed west across a con-
tinent, charting rivers and mountains, and expanded our under-
standing of the world as they embraced the principle of self-reliance.

In a new world, a history was written. It tells the story of an idea—
that all women and men are created equal—and a people’s struggle to
fulfill it. And it is a history shared by Native Americans, one marred
with long and shameful chapters of violence, disease, and deprivation.

In a new world, a Nation was born. A resolute people fought for de-
mocracy, liberty, and freedom from tyranny. They secured fundamental
rights to expression, petition, and free exercise of religion and built a
beacon of hope to people everywhere who cherish these ideals.

Columbus’s historic voyage ushered in a new age, and since, the world
has never been the same. His journey opened the door for generations
of Italian immigrants who followed his path across an ocean in pursuit
of the promise of America. Like Columbus, these immigrants and their
descendants have shaped the place where they landed. Italian Ameri-
cans have enriched our culture and strengthened our country. They
have served with honor and distinction in our Armed Forces, and
today, they embrace their rich heritage as leaders in our communities
and pioneers of industry.

On Columbus Day, we reflect on the moment the world changed. And
as we recognize the influence of Christopher Columbus, we also pay
tribute to the legacy of Native Americans and our Government’s com-
mitment to strengthening their tribal sovereignty. We celebrate the long
history of the American continents and the contributions of a diverse
people, including those who have always called this land their home
and those who crossed an ocean and risked their lives to do so. With
the same sense of exploration, we boldly pursue new frontiers of space,
medicine, and technology and dare to change our world once more.

In commemoration of Christopher Columbus’s historic voyage 522
years ago, the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30, 1934, and
modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as amended, has requested the Presi-
dent proclaim the second Monday of October of each year as “Colum-
bus Day.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 13, 2014, as Columbus
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also direct that the flag
of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the ap-
pointed day in honor of our diverse history and all who have contrib-
uted to shaping this Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9194 of October 10, 2014

Establishment of the San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Known as the crown to the Valley of Angels, the peaks of the San Ga-
briel Mountains frame the Los Angeles skyline. Over 15 million people
live within 90 minutes of this island of green, which provides 70 per-
cent of the open space for Angelenos and 30 percent of their drinking
water. Millions recreate and rejuvenate in the San Gabriels each year,
seeking out their cool streams and canyons during the hot summer
months, their snowcapped mountains in the winter, and their trail sys-
tem and historic sites throughout the year.

The San Gabriels are some of the steepest and most rugged mountains
in the United States. Situated adjacent to the mighty San Andreas
Fault, the mountains are geologically active, migrating northwest at an
average of 2 inches each year. Deep canyons, many with precious pe-
rennial streams, score the mountain peaks—north toward the arid Mo-
jave Desert and south to the temperate San Gabriel Valley.

The rich cultural history of these mountains echoes their striking geo-
logic features and ecological diversity. Cultural resources represent
successive layers of history, including that of Native Americans, Span-
ish missionaries and colonialists, Mexican rancheros, and Euro-Amer-
ican settlers and prospectors. Native American history runs deep, at
least 8,000 years, exemplified by the Aliso-Arrastre Special Interest
Area known for its heritage resource values, including several rock art
and cupules features, the concentration of which is unique to southern
California. Due to urban development and natural processes, this area
also contains the best preserved example of a Gabrielino pictograph
that characterizes the California Tradition of rock painting.

Early European explorers’ use of the area consisted mainly of early ex-
plorers traveling through the area. Over time, land grants, Spanish mis-
sions, and townsites surrounded the mountains, relying heavily on
them for water, building supplies, and game.

By the 1840s, gold prospectors poured into the mountains. Large placer
and lode mining operations were established in the San Gabriels, with
mixed success. The historic mining town of Eldoradoville, located
along the East Fork of the San Gabriel River, had at its peak in 1861
a population of over 500 miners, with general stores, saloons, and
dance halls along with numerous mining camps of tents, wooden
shacks, and stone cabins along the river.

In the early 20th century, responding to the burgeoning interest of
urban dwellers in backcountry hiking and weekend rambling, a num-
ber of trails, lodges, and camps—many of which were accessible only
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