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pate in these national pastimes and their contributions to the preserva-
tion of our land, water, and wildlife.

Our Nation’s natural bounty bolsters our economy, supports tourism
and recreation, and rejuvenates the human spirit. And as our parents
and grandparents did, we have a profound obligation to protect these
outdoor resources. Effective conservation ensures generations to come
will be able to enjoy the beauty of our expansive and unspoiled wilder-
ness. For decades, hunters and anglers have championed sustainable
practices and supported environmental stewardship through hunting
licenses and other small fees collected for the use of our public lands.
As they teach their children and grandchildren to track game through
the woods or wade into a cascading stream, they pass on our country’s
legacy of embracing our wild and scenic places.

As part of my Administration’s America’s Great Outdoors Initiative, we
are partnering with States, tribal governments, and communities to ad-
vance local conservation priorities and increase access to land and
water for the use and enjoyment of the American people. Since I took
office, I have designated more than 2 million acres of Federal wilder-
ness and thousands of miles of trails, protected over 1,000 miles of riv-
ers, and established or expanded 12 National Monuments. These acts
not only preserve our most treasured landscapes for posterity, but they
also make more land available for outdoor recreational activities, in-
cluding fishing and hunting. And we can do more—I continue to call
on the Congress to fully and permanently fund the Land and Water
Conservation Fund, a portion of which would further expand our pub-
lic spaces.

Today, as we reflect on the formative experiences of hunting and fish-
ing, let us renew our commitment to protecting these outdoor tradi-
tions and the vast American wild that sustains them.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 27, 2014, as National Hunting and Fishing Day. I call upon all
Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9175 of September 26, 2014
National Public Lands Day, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From sandy beaches to snow-capped mountain tops, America’s vast
and varied landscapes stretch the breadth of our continent. These treas-
ured spaces support outdoor recreation, serve as living classrooms and
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laboratories, and boost our local economies. Today, one-third of all our
Nation’s land is publicly owned—set aside for the use and enjoyment
of every American. As we celebrate the expansive and magnificent
beauty bequeathed to us by generations past, we recognize our pro-
found obligation as caretakers of this natural bounty, and we rededi-
cate ourselves to the important work of preserving and protecting our
land and environment in our own time.

National Public Lands Day is the largest single-day volunteer effort for
our country’s public lands. On this day, Americans of all ages will
help maintain and restore our Nation’s outdoor resources and eco-
systems at more than 2,200 sites across our country. Volunteers will
remove trash from our beaches and clear debris from our hiking trails;
from coast to coast, they will plant new trees, remove invasive species,
and complete large and small projects to beautify and preserve our
open spaces. This nationwide effort will help ensure these natural
places are managed for future generations to enjoy, and it offers an op-
portunity for all Americans to give back to their favorite local park,
beach, or outdoor retreat. In honor of this day of service, our National
Parks and many of our federally managed lands will offer free admis-
sion.

My Administration is committed to making land stewardship and out-
door conservation a year-round effort. Through our America’s Great
Outdoors Initiative, we are empowering local communities to protect
their own public spaces. We have also strengthened programs that con-
nect all Americans with the outdoors and launched the 21st Century
Conservation Service Corps, which will create more jobs preserving
and restoring our Nation’s lands and waters for young Americans and
returning veterans.

This weekend, as we carry forward a legacy of conservation and stew-
ardship, let us renew our commitment to protecting our environment
and building a cleaner world. Together, we can ensure our children
and grandchildren can enjoy the full splendor of our Nation’s public
and wild places.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 27, 2014, as National Public Lands Day. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to participate in a day of public service for our lands.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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