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liest days of our founding—the United States does not ever leave our
men and women in uniform behind. On National POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day, we express the solemn promise of a country and its people
to our service members who have not returned home and their fami-
lies: you are not forgotten.

My Administration remains dedicated to accounting as fully as pos-
sible for our Nation’s missing heroes, lost on battlefields where the
sounds of war ceased decades ago and in countries where our troops
are deployed today. Whether they are gone for a day or for decades,
their absence is felt. They are missed during holidays and around din-
ner tables, and their loved ones bear this burden without closure.
Americans who gave their last full measure of devotion deserve to be
buried with honor and dignity, and those who are still unaccounted for
must be returned to their families. We will never give up our search
for them, and we will continue our work to secure the release of our
citizens who are unjustly detained abroad. Today, we acknowledge
that we owe a profound debt of gratitude to all those who have given
of themselves to protect our Union and our way of life, and we honor
them by working to uphold this sacred trust.

On September 19, 2014, the stark black and white banner symbolizing
America’s Missing in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over
the White House; the United States Capitol; the Departments of State,
Defense, and Veterans Affairs; the Selective Service System Head-
quarters; the World War II Memorial; the Korean War Veterans Memo-
rial; the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; United States post offices; na-
tional cemeteries; and other locations across our country. We raise this
flag as a solemn reminder of our obligation to always remember the
sacrifices made to defend our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 19, 2014, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I urge all
Americans to observe this day of honor and remembrance with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9170 of September 19, 2014
National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our Nation, farmers and ranchers labor through difficult and
often dangerous conditions to write their chapter in the narrative that
sustains our Union. It is the story of hard work and ingenuity that built
our country—of a farmer who stretches the last moments of daylight
to tend his crops and a rancher who gathers her herd and teaches her
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son the family trade. It is the story of America’s agricultural sector,
which powers progress in our rural communities and moves our Na-
tion forward. As we recognize National Farm Safety and Health Week,
we pay tribute to our agriculturists and renew our efforts to ensure
their safety.

America depends on our farmers and ranchers to clothe our families,
feed our people, and fuel our cars and trucks. And with their deter-
mined spirit and know-how, they have bolstered our economy with the
strongest 5-year stretch of farm exports in our history. To support this
vital industry and build on its record growth, this year I signed the
Farm Bill, which lifts up small ranches and family farms by investing
in farmers markets and organic agriculture. It also provides crop insur-
ance, so that when disasters strike, our farmers do not lose everything
they have worked to build.

While our farmers and ranchers are the best in the world, agriculture
remains one of our country’s most hazardous industries. Producers and
their families are exposed to numerous safety and health dangers—
from vehicular fatalities and heat-related illnesses to injuries from falls
and sicknesses from exposure to pesticides and chemicals. With prepa-
ration and proper training, these risks can be limited and lives can be
saved. That is why my Administration continues to pursue innovative
and comprehensive ways to lessen these hazards. We have invested in
programs that improve youth farm safety, and last year, we announced
plans to support the development of a national safety training cur-
riculum for young agricultural workers.

This week, we salute all those who carry forward our Nation’s proud
tradition on sprawling ranches and cross-hatched fields. Let us recom-
mit to raising awareness of the dangers they face and doing our part
to protect their health and well-being. Together, we can ensure a safer
future for this great American industry.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 21 through September 27, 2014, as National Farm Safety and
Health Week. I call upon the agencies, organizations, businesses, and
extension services that serve America’s agricultural workers to
strengthen their commitment to promoting farm safety and health pro-
grams. I also urge Americans to honor our agricultural heritage and ex-
press appreciation to our farmers, ranchers, and farmworkers for their
contributions to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA
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