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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 15 through October
15, 2014, as National Hispanic Heritage Month. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, librarians, and all Americans to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9167 of September 12, 2014
National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In America, every child should have access to a world-class education.
Our Nation’s classrooms cultivate and challenge young minds and
build a skilled and competitive workforce, securing a brighter future
for our children and our country. Across America, Hispanic-Serving In-
stitutions (HSIs) provide essential education opportunities and play a
vital role in fulfilling our responsibility to the rising group of Hispanic
innovators, entrepreneurs, artists, and scholars. This week, we honor
these halls of learning and recommit ourselves to inspiring and pre-
paring the next generation of leaders.

Our Nation can strengthen our economy and have the highest propor-
tion of college graduates in the world by 2020, but achieving this goal
will require us to unlock the full talents and potential of every student.
Hispanic Americans represent the largest and one of the fastest grow-
ing minority groups in the United States, yet they are continually
underrepresented in our colleges and universities. HSIs—where more
than half of America’s Hispanic undergraduates attend—are critical to
increasing the college enrollment, retention, and graduation rates of
this expanding population. That is why the Federal Government is in-
vesting more than $1 billion over 10 years in these schools to renew,
reform, and expand higher education programs for Hispanics.

Today, the Hispanic dropout rate has fallen by more than half, and
more Hispanics are enrolled in college than ever before—but we have
more work to do to ensure that hardworking students are never priced
out of a higher education. My Administration has increased Pell
Grants, expanded pathways to earn degrees at our community colleges,
and offered new tuition tax credits and better student loan repayment
options to millions of people, and we will keep fighting to improve
college affordability throughout our country. By lowering the cost of
college for students and their parents and supporting HSIs, we can ex-
tend the promise of a college degree to an increasing number of His-
panics.

In a changing economy, a college education is one of the surest ways
into the middle class, and this week we celebrate institutions that help
improve the lives of their students and revitalize the communities
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where they serve. Let us never forget that the future belongs to the na-
tion that best educates its people. When we strengthen our HSIs, we
help ensure that all our children, no matter who they are or where they
come from, have the chance to achieve their dreams.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 14 through September 20, 2014, as National Hispanic-Serving
Institutions Week. I call on public officials, educators, and all the peo-
ple of the United States to observe this week with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities that acknowledge the many ways
these institutions and their graduates contribute to our country.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-ninth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9168 of September 16, 2014

Constitution Day and Citizenship Day, Constitution
Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Eleven years after a small band of patriots declared the independence
of our new Nation, our Framers set out to refine the promise of liberty
and codify the principles of our Republic. Though the topics were con-
tentious and the debate fierce, the delegates’ shared ideals and commit-
ment to a more perfect Union yielded compromise. Signed on Sep-
tember 17, 1787, our Constitution enshrined—in parchment and in the
heart of our young country—the foundation of justice, equality, dig-
nity, and fairness, and became the cornerstone of the world’s oldest
constitutional democracy.

For more than two centuries, our founding charter has guided our
progress and defined us as a people. It has endured as a society of
farmers and merchants advanced to form the most dynamic economy
on earth; as a small army of militias grew to the finest military the
world has ever known; and as a Nation of 13 original States expanded
to 50, from sea to shining sea. Our Founders could not have foreseen
the challenges our country has faced, but they crafted an extraordinary
document. It allowed for protest and new ideas that would broaden de-
mocracy’s reach. And it stood the test of a civil war, after which it pro-
vided the framework to usher in a new birth of freedom through the
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments.

America’s revolutionary experiment in democracy has, from its first
moments, been a beacon of hope and opportunity for people around
the world, inspiring some to call for freedom in their own land and
others to seek the blessings of liberty in ours. The United States has
always been a nation of immigrants. We are strengthened by our diver-
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