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help for themselves or their loved ones can call 1–800–662–HELP, or 
use the ‘‘Treatment Locator’’ tool at www.SAMHSA.gov. 

Substance use is a major public health concern, and my Administra-
tion is dedicated to promoting evidence-based strategies to combat it. 
Our 2014 National Drug Control Strategy promotes programs to stop 
substance use before it begins in our schools and workplaces. It sup-
ports policies that remove barriers and expand access to treatment, 
making recovery a reality for millions of people. And under the Afford-
able Care Act, more Americans are able to obtain quality, affordable 
health coverage, and companies participating in the Health Insurance 
Marketplace are required to cover mental health and substance use dis-
order treatment services as part of their essential health benefits. 

Recovery is a positive force that transforms individuals, families, and 
communities—but often it is a long and difficult journey. This month, 
we come together to spread its promise, and remind everyone strug-
gling with substance use that a better life is possible. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2014 as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. 
I call upon the people of the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9155 of August 29, 2014 

National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, pediatric cancer interrupts the childhood and limits the po-
tential of thousands of young Americans. It is estimated that almost 
16,000 of our daughters and sons under the age of 20 will be diagnosed 
with cancer this year, and it remains the leading cause of disease-re-
lated death for children. This month—in honor of these young patients, 
their loved ones, and all those who support them—we rededicate our-
selves to combating this devastation. 

Critical research has led to real progress in the fight against pediatric 
cancer. Improvements in treatment and increased participation in clin-
ical trials have helped decrease mortality rates for many types of child-
hood cancer by more than 50 percent over the past 30 years. These 
gains remind us of the importance of supporting scientific advances, 
and give us hope for a future free from cancer in all its forms. My Ad-
ministration continues to invest in long-term research efforts that will 
build on this progress. As part of this commitment, earlier this year I 
signed the Gabriella Miller Kids First Research Act, which established 
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the 10-Year Pediatric Research Initiative Fund. I continue to call on the 
Congress to invest the millions of dollars available in this Fund to sup-
port the urgent medical innovation that could lead to life-changing 
breakthroughs. 

As we continue to pursue medical advances, the Affordable Care Act 
is improving families’ access to quality, affordable health coverage. 
Childhood cancer can occur suddenly, with no early symptoms, and 
regular medical checkups can help detect pediatric cancer at an early 
stage. The Affordable Care Act helps millions of families access this es-
sential medical care, and new protections eliminate annual and life-
time dollar limits on coverage. Insurance companies are also prohibited 
from denying coverage due to a history of cancer, or any other pre-ex-
isting condition, and from denying participation in an approved clin-
ical trial for any life-threatening disease. 

During National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, our Nation 
comes together to remember all those whose lives were cut short by 
pediatric cancer, to recognize the loved ones who know too well the 
pain it causes, and to support every child and every family battling 
cancer each day. We join with their loved ones and the researchers, 
health care providers, and advocates who support them as we work to-
ward a tomorrow where all children are able to pursue their full meas-
ure of happiness without the burden of cancer. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sep-
tember 2014 as National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. I en-
courage all Americans to join me in reaffirming our commitment to 
fighting childhood cancer. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
ninth day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and thirty-ninth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9156 of August 29, 2014 

National Childhood Obesity Awareness Month, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Childhood obesity is one of the most urgent health issues we face in 
the United States. Nearly one in three American children are over-
weight or obese, putting them at risk for many immediate and long- 
term health problems—including high cholesterol, high blood pressure, 
heart disease, diabetes, and cancer. As a Nation, we have a responsi-
bility to ensure our children have every chance to fulfill their poten-
tial, and that starts by providing them with the opportunities to make 
healthy choices. Recent data show progress is possible: obesity rates 
have fallen by 43 percent among children ages two to five years old. 
But we must remain committed to improving the health of kids of all 
ages. This month, we build on our progress and raise awareness of the 
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