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startups to build their products here at home. Because science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) are essential to inven-
tion, we launched a decade-long national effort to train 100,000 excel-
lent STEM teachers. And we are expanding STEM AmeriCorps so that 
this summer, 18,000 low-income students will have learning opportu-
nities in these vital fields. 

As we observe this day, I am proud to host the first-ever White House 
Maker Faire. This event celebrates every maker—from students learn-
ing STEM skills to entrepreneurs launching new businesses to 
innovators powering the renaissance in American manufacturing. I am 
calling on people across the country to join us in sparking creativity 
and encouraging invention in their communities. 

Today, let us continue on the path of discovery, experimentation, and 
innovation that has been the hallmark not only of human progress, but 
also of our Nation’s progress. Together, let us unleash the imagination 
of our people, affirm that we are a Nation of makers, and ensure that 
the next great technological revolution happens right here in America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 
18, 2014, as National Day of Making. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this day with programs, ceremonies, and activities that encourage 
a new generation of makers and manufacturers to share their talents 
and hone their skills. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9144 of June 20, 2014 

70th Anniversary of the GI Bill of Rights 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In the Second World War, a generation risked their lives for people 
they had never met and ideals none of us could live without. As they 
fought to liberate a continent and safeguard the American way of life, 
our Nation resolved to serve them as well as they were serving us. 
After months of heated debate and hard-fought compromise, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944, better known as the GI Bill of Rights. 

When patriots who had left our shores as barely more than boys re-
turned as heroes, the GI Bill allowed them to launch their civilian 
lives. It provided unemployment benefits, home loan guaranties, and 
subsidies for a college education. This bill marked the first time higher 
education was available to large cross-sections of the American people. 
Because veterans took advantage of this unprecedented opportunity, 
our Nation developed the most talented workforce in history. Millions 
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excelled in their careers, started families, bought new homes, or even 
started new businesses, helping to build the greatest middle class the 
world has ever known. 

The GI Bill proved that America prospers when we put a good edu-
cation within the reach of those willing to work for it. Under the Post- 
9/11 GI Bill, our Nation has extended this chance to a new generation. 
This law has helped more than a million veterans, service members, 
and military families pursue a college education. And across our coun-
try, employers can tap into a vast pool of talent—men and women who 
are not only highly educated but have also served with honor in the 
most dangerous corners of the earth. 

Today, let us celebrate 70 years of opportunity. Let us remember our 
sacred debt to our veterans and recall that when we give them the 
chance to excel, there is no limit to what they might accomplish. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 
22, 2014, as the 70th Anniversary of the GI Bill of Rights. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth 
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9145 of June 26, 2014 

To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act and for Other Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. In Proclamation 8468 of December 23, 2009, I determined that the 
Republic of Madagascar (Madagascar) was not making continual 
progress in meeting the requirements described in section 506A(a)(1) 
of the Trade Act of 1974 (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)), as 
added by section 111(a) of the African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(title I of Public Law 106–200) (AGOA). Thus, pursuant to section 
506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)), I terminated the des-
ignation of Madagascar as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country 
for purposes of section 506A of the 1974 Act. 

2. Section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) 
as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country if the President deter-
mines that the country meets the eligibility requirements set forth in 
section 104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well as the eligibility cri-
teria set forth in section 502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462). 

3. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, based on actions that 
the Government of Madagascar has taken, I have determined that 
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