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against a seaborne invasion, lined the coast with mines, and planted 
sharpened poles to await allied paratroopers. On D-Day, American, 
British, and Canadian forces advanced through thickets of barbed wire 
and scaled heavily protected cliffs. They braved gales of bullets and ar-
tillery fire, taking heavy losses as they cut through Nazi defenses. 
Thousands gave their last full measure of devotion, and by the end of 
the day, the ground on which they died was free once more. 

Victory on D-Day dealt a significant blow to an ideology fueled by ha-
tred. It allowed America and our allies to secure a foothold in France, 
open a path to Berlin, and liberate a continent from the grip of tyranny. 
It made possible the achievements that followed the end of World War 
II—the Marshall Plan, the NATO alliance, and the shared prosperity 
and security that flowed from each. 

Seventy years later, we pay tribute to the service members who secured 
a beachhead on an unforgiving shore—the patriots who, through their 
courage and sacrifice, changed the course of an entire century. Today, 
as we carry on the struggle for liberty and universal human rights, let 
us draw strength from a moment when free nations beat back the forces 
of oppression and gave new hope to the world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 
6, 2014, as D-Day National Remembrance Day. I call upon all Ameri-
cans to observe this day with programs, ceremonies, and activities that 
honor those who fought and died so men and women they had never 
met might know what it is to be free. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9140 of June 6, 2014 

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Over farmlands and town squares, atop skyscrapers and capitol build-
ings, the American flag soars. It reminds us of our history—13 colonies 
that rose up against an empire—and celebrates the spirit of 50 proud 
States that form our Union today. On Flag Day and during National 
Flag Week, we pay tribute to the banner that weaves us together and 
waves above us all. 

For more than two centuries, Americans have saluted Old Glory in 
times of trial and triumph. Generations have looked to it as they 
steeled their resolve, and an unbroken chain of men and women in 
uniform has served under our flag. From the banks of Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor to European trenches and Pacific islands, from the deserts of 
Iraq to the mountains of Afghanistan, they have risked their lives so 
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we might live ours. When we lay our veterans to rest, many go draped 
with the stars and stripes upon them, and their families find solace in 
the folds of honor held tightly to their chest. Because of their sacrifice, 
our Nation is stronger, safer, and will always remain a shining beacon 
of freedom for the rest of the world. 

With a familiar design that has evolved along with a growing Nation, 
our flag stitches the ideals for which America was born to the reality 
of our times. It reminds us that fidelity to our founding principles re-
quires new responses to new challenges. As we prepare to meet the 
great tests of our age, let every American draw inspiration from this 
symbol of our past, our present, and our common dreams. 

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint reso-
lution approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated 
June 14 of each year as ‘‘Flag Day’’ and requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation calling for its observance and for the dis-
play of the flag of the United States on all Federal Government build-
ings. The Congress also requested, by joint resolution approved June 9, 
1966, as amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President annually issue a 
proclamation designating the week in which June 14 occurs as ‘‘Na-
tional Flag Week’’ and call upon citizens of the United States to dis-
play the flag during that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2014, as Flag Day and 
the week beginning June 8, 2014, as National Flag Week. I direct the 
appropriate officials to display the flag on all Federal Government 
buildings during that week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag 
Day and National Flag Week by displaying the flag. I also call upon 
the people of the United States to observe with pride and all due cere-
mony those days from Flag Day through Independence Day, also set 
aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor America, to 
celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and to pub-
licly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9141 of June 11, 2014 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, the international community renews its commitment to ad-
dressing a human rights issue that too often goes ignored—elder abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation. Elder abuse damages public health and 
threatens millions of our parents, grandparents, and friends. It is a cri-
sis that knows no borders or socio-economic lines. On World Elder 
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