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Proclamation 9136 of May 30, 2014

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month,
2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As progress spreads from State to State, as justice is delivered in the
courtroom, and as more of our fellow Americans are treated with dig-
nity and respect—our Nation becomes not only more accepting, but
more equal as well. During Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
(LGBT) Pride Month, we celebrate victories that have affirmed freedom
and fairness, and we recommit ourselves to completing the work that
remains.

Last year, supporters of equality celebrated the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to strike down a key provision of the Defense of Marriage Act, a
ruling which, at long last, gave loving, committed families the respect
and legal protections they deserve. In keeping with this decision, my
Administration is extending family and spousal benefits—from immi-
gration benefits to military family benefits—to legally married same-sex
couples.

My Administration proudly stands alongside all those who fight for
LGBT rights. Here at home, we have strengthened laws against violence
toward LGBT Americans, taken action to prevent bullying and harass-
ment, and prohibited discrimination in housing and hospitals. Despite
this progress, LGBT workers in too many States can be fired just be-
cause of their sexual orientation or gender identity; I continue to call
on the Congress to correct this injustice by passing the Employment
Non-Discrimination Act. And in the years ahead, we will remain dedi-
cated to addressing health disparities within the LGBT community by
implementing the Affordable Care Act and the National HIV/AIDS
Strategy—which focuses on improving care while decreasing HIV
transmission rates among communities most at risk.

Our commitment to advancing equality for the LGBT community ex-
tends far beyond our borders. In many places around the globe, LGBT
people face persecution, arrest, or even state-sponsored execution. This
is unacceptable. The United States calls on every nation to join us in
defending the universal human rights of our LGBT brothers and sisters.

This month, as we mark 45 years since the patrons of the Stonewall
Inn defied an unjust policy and awakened a nascent movement, let us
honor every brave leader who stood up, sat in, and came out, as well
as the allies who supported them along the way. Following their exam-
ple, let each of us speak for tolerance, justice, and dignity—because if
hearts and minds continue to change over time, laws will too.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June
2014 as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month. I call
upon the people of the United States to eliminate prejudice everywhere
it exists, and to celebrate the great diversity of the American people.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the
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Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9137 of May 30, 2014

National Caribbean-American Heritage Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Caribbean Americans are part of a great national tradition, descendants
of hopeful, striving people who journeyed to our lands in search of a
better life. They were drawn by a belief in the power of opportunity,
a belief that through hard work and sacrifice, they could provide their
children with chances they had never known. Thanks to these opportu-
nities and their talent and perseverance, Caribbean Americans have
contributed to every aspect of our society—from science and medicine
to business and the arts. During National Caribbean-American Heritage
Month, we honor their history, culture, and essential role in the Amer-
ican narrative.

It is also a time to renew our friendship with our Caribbean neighbors,
with whom we share both an ocean and a history. To this end, the
United States is expanding cooperation with our Caribbean partners as
we promote social justice, grow prosperity throughout the Americas,
and create new educational opportunities for young people across the
Caribbean basin, as well as for Caribbean Americans in our own com-
munities. We are also working to advance commonsense immigration
reform that will allow future generations of Caribbean Americans to
share their talents with our Nation.

As America celebrates our Caribbean heritage, let us hold fast to the
spirit that makes our country a beacon to the world. This month, let
us remember that we are always at our best when we focus not on
what we can tear down, but on what we can build up. And together,
let us strengthen the bonds that hold together the most diverse Nation
on earth.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June
2014 as National Caribbean-American Heritage Month. I encourage all
Americans to celebrate the history and culture of Caribbean Americans
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA
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