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standing and appreciation of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
I also invite veterans, civic leaders, and organizations to join in the ob-
servance of Armed Forces Day. 

Finally, I call upon all Americans to display the flag of the United 
States at their homes on Armed Forces Day, and I urge citizens to learn 
more about military service by attending and participating in the local 
observances of the day. I also encourage Americans to volunteer at or-
ganizations that provide support to our troops and their families. 

Proclamation 8984 of May 17, 2013, is hereby superseded. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9130 of May 19, 2014 

National Maritime Day, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
America’s open seas have long been a source of prosperity and 
strength, and since before our Nation’s founding, the men and women 
of the United States Merchant Marine have defended them. From se-
curing Atlantic routes during the naval battles of the Revolutionary 
War to supplying our Armed Forces around the world in the 21st cen-
tury and delivering American goods to overseas markets in times of 
peace, they have always played a vital role in our Nation’s success. 
During National Maritime Day, we celebrate this proud history and sa-
lute the mariners who have safeguarded our way of life. 

Today’s Merchant Marine upholds its generations-long role as our 
‘‘fourth arm of defense.’’ Yet they also go beyond this mission, trans-
porting food where there is hunger and carrying much-needed supplies 
to those in distress. Thanks to our dedicated mariners, people around 
the world continue to see the American flag as a symbol of hope. 

To create middle-class jobs and maintain our leading position in an 
ever-changing world, we must provide new marketplaces for our busi-
nesses to compete. As we expand commerce, we do so with confidence 
that the United States Merchant Marine will keep our supply lines se-
cure. Because just as America’s workers and innovators can rise to any 
challenge, our mariners have demonstrated time and again that they 
can meet any test. Today, let us reaffirm our support for their essential 
mission. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has des-
ignated May 22 of each year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue annually a proclamation 
calling for its appropriate observance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2014, as National Mari-
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time Day. I call upon the people of the United States to mark this ob-
servance and to display the flag of the United States at their homes and 
in their communities. I also request that all ships sailing under the 
American flag dress ship on that day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9131 of May 21, 2014 

Establishment of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 
National Monument 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
In southern New Mexico, surrounding the city of Las Cruces in the 
R[iacute]o Grande’s fertile Mesilla Valley, five iconic mountain ranges 
rise above Chihuahuan Desert grasslands: the Robledo, Sierra de las 
Uvas, Do[ntilde]a Ana, Organ, and Potrillo Mountains. These mountain 
ranges and lowlands form the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks area. 

The Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks area is important for its ruggedly 
beautiful landscape and the significant scientific, historic, and pre-
historic resources found there. The abundant resources testify to over 
10,000 years of vibrant and diverse human history of many peoples. 
Objects left behind by this multi-layered history and spread throughout 
this geologically and ecologically diverse landscape enhance the expe-
rience of visitors to the area and represent a vital resource for paleon-
tologists, archaeologists, geologists, biologists, and historians. 

Archaeologically rich, the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks area features 
hundreds of artifacts, rock art, dwellings, and other evidence of the Na-
tive peoples of the area. Three of the many rock art areas are in the 
Las Valles Canyon in the Sierra de las Uvas, the Providence Cone area 
in the Potrillo Mountains, and the Do[ntilde]a Ana Mountains. Scat-
tered Paleo Indian artifacts, including those from the Folsom and Clo-
vis cultures, represent the first people who lived in southern New 
Mexico and have been found in the Robledo and Potrillo Mountains 
as well as the Las Uvas Valley. The majority of the cultural items 
known to be in the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks area are from the 
Chihuahuan Archaic period between 8,000 and 2,000 years ago. Di-
verse rock art images, along with ceramic fragments, demonstrate that 
the area was the scene of many cross-cultural interactions as the re-
gion’s early occupants transitioned over time from roaming hunters to 
semi-permanent villagers. 

The deeply creviced peaks of the Organ Mountains, named in 1682 by 
early European explorers for their resemblance to organ pipes, conceal 
numerous ancient dwellings, including La Cueva, and other caves 
where smoke-blackened ceilings evidence long-extinguished campfires. 
The Native people of these mountains used natural overhangs for shel-
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