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unconditional love and support—during years past and in the years to
come.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat.
770), has designated the second Sunday in May each year as “Mother’s
Day”’ and requested the President to call for its appropriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2014, as Mother’s Day.
I urge all Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers every-
where, and I call upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this ninth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9125 of May 15, 2014
60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

May 17, 1954, marked a turning point in America’s journey toward a
more perfect Union. On that day, the Supreme Court handed down a
unanimous decision in Brown v. Board of Education, outlawing racial
segregation in our Nation’s schools. Brown overturned the doctrine of
“separate but equal,” which the Court had established in the 1896 case
of Plessy v. Ferguson. For more than half a century, Plessy gave con-
stitutional backing to discrimination, and civil rights organizations like
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People faced
an uphill battle as they sought equality, opportunity, and justice under
the law.

Brown v. Board of Education shifted the legal and moral compass of
our Nation. It declared that education ‘“must be made available to all
on equal terms” and demanded that America’s promise exclude no
one. Yet the Supreme Court alone could not destroy segregation. Brown
had unlocked the schoolhouse doors, but even years later, African-
American children braved mobs as they walked to school, while U.S.
Marshals kept the peace. From lunch counters and city streets to buses
and ballot boxes, American citizens struggled to realize their basic
rights. A decade after the Court’s ruling, Brown’s moral guidance was
translated into the enforcement measures of the Civil Rights Act and
the Voting Rights Act.

Thanks to the men and women who fought for equality in the court-
room, the legislature, and the hearts and minds of the American peo-
ple, we have confined legalized segregation to the dustbin of history.
Yet today, the hope and promise of Brown remains unfulfilled. In the
years to come, we must continue striving toward equal opportunities
for all our children, from access to advanced classes to participation
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in the same extracurricular activities. Because when children learn and
play together, they grow, build, and thrive together.

On the 60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education, let us heed
the words of Justice Thurgood Marshall, who so ably argued the case
against segregation, “None of us got where we are solely by pulling
ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got here because somebody . . .
bent down and helped us pick up our boots.” Let us march together,
meet our obligations to one another, and remember that progress has
never come easily—but even in the face of impossible odds, those who
love their country can change it.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
17, 2014, as the 60th Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education. 1
call upon all Americans to observe this day with programs, cere-
monies, and activities that celebrate this landmark decision and ad-
vance the causes of equality and opportunity for all.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9126 of May 16, 2014
National Safe Boating Week, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation’s lakes, rivers, and oceans provide havens for reflection
and offer boundless opportunities for recreation with loved ones. As
we mark National Safe Boating Week, we emphasize the importance of
taking precautions and practicing responsible behavior when embark-
ing on America’s waterways.

Before leaving shore, boaters can reduce their risks by taking a boating
safety course, conducting a vessel safety check, and filing a float plan
with family members or friends. Boaters should make sure they under-
stand the marine forecast and take note of any significant weather. To
prevent accidents, injury, and death, operators and passengers should
always wear life jackets and never consume alcohol or drugs.

During National Safe Boating Week, we also recognize the crucial work
of the United States Coast Guard to prevent boating accidents that
claim lives, cause injuries, and damage property. We thank their part-
ners across our Nation. And we recommit to taking the proper meas-
ures to keep America’s waterways safe and enjoyable for all.

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended,
has authorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the
7-day period prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘“National Safe Boating
Week.”
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