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tiative on AAPIs. The Initiative addresses disparities in health care,
education, and economic opportunity by ensuring Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders receive equal access to government programs and
services.

We are also determined to pass comprehensive immigration reform
that would modernize our legal immigration system, create a pathway
to earned citizenship for undocumented immigrants, hold employers
accountable, and strengthen our border security. These commonsense
measures would bring relief to Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
who have experienced this broken system firsthand, and they would
allow our country to welcome more highly skilled workers eager to
contribute to America’s success.

This month, as we recall our hard-fought progress, let us resolve to
continue moving forward. Together, let us ensure the laws respect ev-
eryone, civil rights apply to everyone, and everyone who works hard
and plays by the rules has a chance to get ahead.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
2014 as Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call
upon all Americans to visit www.WhiteHouse.gov/AAPI to learn more
about the history of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and thirty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9109 of April 30, 2014
Jewish American Heritage Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For thousands of years, the Jewish people have sustained their identity
and traditions, persevering in the face of persecution. Through genera-
tions of enslavement and years of wandering, through forced segrega-
tion and the horrors of the Holocaust, they have maintained their holy
covenant and lived according to the Torah. Their pursuit of freedom
brought multitudes to our shores, and today our country is the proud
home to millions of Jewish Americans. This month, let us honor their
tremendous contributions—as scientists and artists, as activists and en-
trepreneurs. And let all of us find inspiration in a story that speaks to
the universal human experience, with all of its suffering and all of its
salvation.

This history led many Jewish Americans to find common cause with
the Civil Rights Movement. African Americans and Jewish Americans
marched side-by-side in Selma and Montgomery. They boarded buses
for Freedom Rides together, united in their support of liberty and
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human dignity. These causes remain just as urgent today. Jewish com-
munities continue to confront anti-Semitism—both around the world
and, as tragic events mere weeks ago in Kansas reminded us, here in
the United States. Following in the footsteps of Jewish civil rights lead-
ers, we must come together across all faiths, reject ignorance and intol-
erance, and root out hatred wherever it exists.

In celebrating Jewish American Heritage Month, we also renew our un-
breakable bond with the nation of Israel. It is a bond that transcends
politics, a partnership built on mutual interests and shared ideals. Our
two countries are enriched by diversity and faith, fueled by innovation,
and ruled not only by men and women, but also by laws. As we con-
tinue working in concert to build a safer, more prosperous, more toler-
ant world, may our friendship only deepen in the years to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May
2014 as Jewish American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to
visit www.JewishHeritageMonth.gov to learn more about the heritage
and contributions of Jewish Americans and to observe this month, the
theme of which is healing the world, with appropriate programs, ac-
tivities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year two thousand fourteen, and of the Independ-

ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-
eighth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 9110 of April 30, 2014
National Building Safety Month, 2014

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s buildings do more than house people and goods. They em-
body innovation; inspire creativity; and provide foundations for fami-
lies, businesses, and communities. During National Building Safety
Month, we celebrate the dedicated professionals who keep our build-
ings secure, and we recommit to maintaining resilient, energy-efficient
infrastructure.

Because this is not a task for government alone, my Administration has
fostered partnerships between the public and private sectors. Joining
with building officials, design professionals, scientists, and engineers,
we continually develop new guidance and tools for increasing disaster-
resistance and meeting building standards. For additional information
and resources explaining simple steps people can take to better prepare
their homes or businesses for a disaster, visit www.Ready.gov.

As Americans, our spirit is strong and resilient, and our buildings
should match that spirit. From our homes to our high-rises, our muse-
ums to our malls, let us work to keep structures sound and up to code.
By doing so, we can conserve energy, protect the environment, and
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