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NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2014 as National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month. I 
urge all Americans to support survivors of sexual assault and work to-
gether to prevent these crimes in their communities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9098 of April 1, 2014 

World Autism Awareness Day, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each year, people across the globe take time to recognize the millions 
of people living on the autism spectrum, including 1 out of every 68 
American children. Americans with autism contribute to all aspects of 
society and are an essential thread in the diverse tapestry of our Na-
tion. On World Autism Awareness Day, we offer our support and re-
spect to all those on the autism spectrum. 

Because our whole Nation benefits when Americans with autism suc-
ceed, we must ensure our health care and education systems work for 
them. Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, insurers can no longer deny 
coverage to people because they have autism, and new plans must 
cover preventive services—including autism and developmental 
screenings—at no out-of-pocket cost to parents. My Administration re-
mains committed to eliminating discrimination against students with 
autism and to giving schools the resources to help them hone unique 
talents, overcome difficult challenges, and prepare for bright futures. 

We must also do more to improve our understanding of the autism 
spectrum, which is why I was proud to sign legislation that continued 
critical investments in research, early detection, and support services 
for children and adults with autism. Last year, I launched the Brain Re-
search through Advancing Innovative Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) Ini-
tiative, a program that aims to revolutionize our understanding of the 
human mind. By unlocking new knowledge of the brain, we can pave 
the way for myriad medical breakthroughs, including a greater appre-
ciation for the science of autism. 

What makes America exceptional are the bonds that hold together the 
most diverse Nation on earth. Today, let us celebrate our differences— 
but let us also acknowledge our responsibilities to each other and 
move forward as one. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2, 2014, World Autism Awareness Day. I encourage all Americans to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 11:18 Mar 18, 2020 Jkt 039194 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 8087 Sfmt 8087 G:\GSDD\STATUTES\2014\PROCS\39194PRC.000 39194PRCdk
ra

us
e 

on
 L

A
P

5T
8D

0R
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 L

O
C

A
T

O
R

S
 (

1)



128 STAT. 4130 PROCLAMATION 9099—APR. 4, 2014 

learn more about autism and what they can do to support individuals 
on the autism spectrum and their families. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand fourteen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9099 of April 4, 2014 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 2014 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks 30 years since the passage of the Victims of Crime Act 
and the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act, and two decades 
since the Violence Against Women Act became law. These milestones 
represented major steps toward upholding the rights of millions of 
Americans who become victims of crime each year—from women seek-
ing shelter after leaving abusive relationships to families demanding 
justice for a loved one’s murder to children struggling to rebuild their 
lives after escaping trafficking rings. During National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, we stand with these men, women, and children, and offer 
our support to crime victims everywhere. 

My Administration is taking action to prevent crime, especially against 
those most at risk. Every American should have a chance to pursue 
their education in peace and security, yet one in five women is sexu-
ally assaulted at college. Because this is unacceptable, I created the 
White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault. And 
to achieve justice for more survivors of sexual assault from every walk 
of life, my new budget proposes funding to help process rape kits, de-
velop units to pursue cold cases, and support victims throughout the 
process. 

We also know that young men of color are most likely to become vic-
tims of violent crime, and the odds are often stacked against them in 
ways that require targeted solutions. Earlier this year, I launched the 
My Brother’s Keeper initiative, a program focused on helping boys and 
young men of color stay on track through some of life’s most critical 
moments. With partners across the public and private sectors, we will 
give more young Americans the support they need as they face great 
obstacles, and we will work to decrease their chances of becoming vic-
tims of crime. 

This week, let us recommit to preventing crime and strengthening 
rights and services for all victims. Together, we can expand oppor-
tunity and build a safer, more just world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
6 through April 12, 2014, as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I 
call upon all Americans to observe this week by participating in events 
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