
70 THIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS. Sess . I. Ch . 166. 186 >.

June 21, 1860.

Certain entries 
of land by mail 
contractors con-
firmed.

1855, ch. 201, 
U-
Vol. x. p. 684.

Patents to issue.

Proviso.

No new rights 
to be acquired 
under the act of 
1855, ch. 201.

Repeal.

Mail stations on 
the routes from 
Mississippi to the 
Pacific, to be re-
served.

mento to Portland, with steamer service from Portland to Cowlitz, and 
from Cowlitz to Olympia by four-horse stages ; and the Postmaster Gen-
eral is directed to discontinue the ocean service from San Francisco to 
Olympia, via Portland and Astoria, Oregon, so soon as the service con-
templated by this act is established.

Appr ov ed , June 21, 1860.

Chap . CLXVI.— An Act confirming certain Land Entries under the third [prtwz'.so to 
the first] Section of the Act of third March, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled, 
‘'An Act making Appropriations for the Service of the Post-Office Department, during 
the fiscal Year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-six.”
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, That all entries which have 
heretofore been allowed by registers and receivers, and in regard to which 
no adverse claims have arisen under decisions of the Secretary of the 
Interior, or of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, setting aside 
such entries, under that portion of the third proviso to the first section of 
an act, approved third March, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, entitled 
“ An act making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Depart-
ment during the fiscal year ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and fifty-six,” in the following words: “ That each con-
tractor engaged, or to be engaged, in carrying the mails through any of the 
Territories west of the Mississippi, shall have the privilege of occupying 
stations at the rate of not more than one for every twenty miles of the 
route on which he carries a mail, and shall have a pre-emption right therein 
when the same shall be brought into market, to the extent of six hundred 
and forty acres, to be taken contiguously, and to include his improvements ; 
but no such pre-emption right shall extend to any pass in a mountain or 
other defile,” be, and the same are hereby, confirmed, subject to any bond 
fide claim under any law of the United States to the whole or any portion 
of the lands embraced in said entries or locations made prior or subsequent 
to the date of the selection thereof by the persons aforesaid; and the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office is hereby directed to issue a 
patent for the lands embraced in said entries, upon payment of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre for the land embraced in such patent: 
Provided, That each contractor shall satisfy the Secretary of the Interior 
that he has complied with the terms of his contract, and that said entries 
have been used and occupied as stations on the line of the route during 
the existence of his contract; and that the provisions of this act shall be 
restricted to one and the first bond fide set of pre-emptions on one and the 
same line of route.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That no rights, from and after the 
passage of this act, shall accrue under the provisions of the aforesaid act 
of third March, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, which provisions are 
hereby repealed, saving all rights heretofore acquired, or those provided 
for in the foregoing; and that for the purpose of facilitating the transpor-
tation of the public mails of the United States west of the Mississippi 
River to the Pacific Ocean, and intermediate points, the Secretary of the 
Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized, upon the application of the 
Postmaster-General, to reserve, as mail stations, for the use and occu-
pancy of mail contractors, during the existence of their contracts, a 
quantity of public lands, not exceeding the area of one section at any and 
all such localities as in his judgment are deemed necessary or advisable, 
to be taken where the public surveys have been made, according to the 
lines of those surveys ; but where stations have been or may hereafter be 
designated in advance of the public surveys, such stations shall be laid off, 
under the direction of the Postmaster-General, in a square form, with 
power to order the adjustment hereafter of such boundaries, to conform to 
the lines of the public surveys, if such adjustment be deemed advisable,
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which lands thus reserved as stations shall be held as permanent mail 
service reservations, not subject to the operation of any existing pre-
emption or other general land laws.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever, from any cause, 
any of the reservations made under the second section of this act, shall be 
no longer needed for the purposes originally intended, or the convenience 
of the service shall require a change of location, the reservation thus 
abandoned by the Postmaster-General shall be laid off into suitable lots or 
parcels, and sold at public sale to the highest bidder after at least three 
months’ public notice, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, 
and patents therefor shall issue as in the case of the sale of other public 
lands, and all laws, or parts of laws, heretofore passed, granting the pre-
emption privilege to mail contractors be, and the same are hereby, re-
pealed, but this repeal is not to affect any rights which may have actually 
vested under those laws before the passage of this act.

Appr ov ed , June 21, 1860.

Cha p. CLXVII.—An Act to confirm certain Private Land Claims in the Territory of 
New Mexico.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the private land claims 
in the Territory of New Mexico, as recommended for confirmation by the 
surveyor-general of that Territory, and in his letter to the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office, of the twelfth of January, eighteen hundred 
and fifty eight, designated as numbers one, three, four, six, eight, nine, 
ten, twelve, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen, and eighteen, and the 
claim of E. W. Eaton, not entered on the corrected list of numbers, but 
standing on the original docket and abstract returns of the surveyor-
general as number sixteen, be, and they are hereby, confirmed: Provided, 
That the claim number nine, in the name of John Scolley and others, 
shall not be confirmed for more than five square leagues; and that the 
claim number seventeen, in the name of Cornelio Vigil and Ceran St. 
Vrain, shall not be confirmed for more than eleven square leagues to each 
of said claimants.

Sec . 2. And be it further enacted, That in surveying the claim of said 
John Scol/?/ it shall be lawful for him to locate the five square leagues 
confirmed to him in a square body in any part of the tract of twenty-five 
square leagues claimed by him; and that in surveying the claims of said 
Cornelio Vigil and Ceran St. Vrain, the location shall be made as follows, 
namely: the survey shall first be made of all tracts occupied by actual 
settlers holding possession under titles or promises to settle, which have 
heretofore been given by said Vigil and St. Vrain, in the tracts claimed 
by them, and after deducting the area of all such tracts from the area 
embraced in twenty-two square leagues, the remainder shall be located in 
two equal tracts, each of square form, in any part of the tract claimed by 
the said Vigil and St. Vrain selected by them; and it shall be the duty 
of the surveyor-general of New Mexico immediately to proceed to make 
the surveys and locations authorized and required by the terms of this 
section.

Sec . 3. And be it further enacted, That the private land claims in the 
Territory of New Mexico, as recommended for confirmation by said sur-
veyor-general in his reports and abstract marked exhibit A, as communi-
cated to Congress by the Secretary of the Interior in his letter dated the 
third of February eighteen hundred and sixty, and numbered from twenty 
to thirty-eight, both inclusive, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed, 
with the exception of the claim numbered twenty-six, in the name of 
Juan B. Vigil, which claim, numbered twenty-six, is not confirmed.

Sec . 4. And be it further enacted, That the foregoing confirmation shall
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