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Treaty betwees, the United States of Ameriea and the Republic of Liberia.
Commerce and Navigation. Coneluded at London, October 21, 1862.
Ratifications exchanged, February 10, 1863. Proclaimed by the Presi- i
dent of the United States, March 18, 1863. |

|

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES O AMERICA : October 21, 1862 |
A PROCLAMATION.

WaeRrEAS a treaty between the United States of America and the Preamble.
Republic of Liberia was concluded and signed by their respective pleni-
potentiaries, at London, on the twenty-first day of October last, which
treaty is, word for word, as follows :

The United States of America and the Republic of Liberia, desiring Contracting
to fix, in a permanent and equitable manner, the rules to be observed in parties.
the intercourse and commerce they desire to establish between their '
respective countries, have agreed, for this purpose, to conclude a treaty

|

of commerce and navigation, and have judged that the said end cannot be
better obtained than by taking the most perfect equality and reciprocity
for the basis of their agreement ; and to effect this they have named as
their respective plempotenlmne-, that iz to say: the President of the
United States of America, Charles Francis Adams, envoy extraordi-
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America at
the court of St. James; and the Republic of Liberia, His Excellency
Stephen Allen Benson, President thereof, who, after having eommuni-
cated to each other their respective full powers, found in good and due
| ©rm, have agreed upon the following articles:

ArricLe I There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between Peace and
the United States of America and the Republic of Liberia, and also friendship. ‘

. between the citizens of both countries. -

ArticLE II. There shall be reciprocal freedom of commerce be- Reciprocal |
tween the United States of America and the Republic of Liberia. freedom of
The citizens of the United States of America may reside in, and trade ™" |
to, any part of the territories of the Republic of Liberia to which any |
other foreigners are or shall be admitted. They shall enjoy full pro- -
tection for their persons and properties ; they shall be allowed to buy |
from and to sell to whom they like, without being restrained or prej-
udiced by any monopoly, contract, or exclusive privilege of sale or
purchase whatever; and they shall, moreover, enjoy all other rights and
]JIIVIl(EgQ‘:: which are or may be rrmnted to any other foruonerﬁ, sub-
jects, or citizens of the most hwurmi nation. The ecitizens of the
Republic of Liberia shall, in return, enjoy similar protection and priv-
ileges in the United States of America and in their territories.

ARTICLE III. No tonnage, import, or other duties or charges shall = Tonnage,
be levied in the Republic of Liberia on United States vessels, or on \mrorand
goods imported or exported in United States vessels, beyond what are
or may be levied on national vessels, or on the like goods imported
or exported in national vessels; and in like manner no tonnage, import,
or other duties or charges shall be levied in the United States of America

| and their territories on the vessels of the Republic of Liberia, or on goods

| imported or exported in those vessels, beyond what arve or may be

levied on national vessels, or on the like goods imported or exported

in national vessels, |
ArticLe 1V. Merchandise or goods coming from the United States Goods in |

of America in any vessels, or imported in United States vessels from any United States ;
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country, shall not be prohibited by the Republic of Liberia, nor be sub
Jject to higher duties than are levied on the same kinds of merchandise
or goods coming from any other foreign country or imported in any other
foreign vessels. All articles the produce of the Republic of Liberir may
be exported therefrom by citizens of the United States and United States
vessels, on as favorable terms as by the citizens and vessels of any other
foreign country.

In like manner all merchandise or go.ds coming from the Republie of
Liberia in any vessels, or imported in Liberian vessels from any country,
shall not be prohibited by the United States of Ameriea, nor be subject
to higher duties than are levied on the :ame kinds of merchandise or
goods coming from any other foreign eountry or imported in any other
foreign vessels. All articles the produce of the United States, or of their
territories, may be imported therefrom by Liberian citizens and Liberian
vessels on as favorable terms as by the citizens and vessels of any other
foreign eountry.

ArticLE V. When any vessel of either of the contracting parties
shall be wrecked, foundered, or otherwise damaged on the coasts, or
within the territories of the other, the respective citizens shall receive the
greatest possible aid, as well for themselves as for their vessels and effects.
All possible aid shall be given to protect their property from being plun-
dered and their persons from ill treatment.  Should a dispute arise as to
the salvage, it shall be settled by arbitration, to be chosen by the parties
respectively.

ArricLe VI. It being the intention of the two contracting parties to
bind themselves by the present treaty to treat each other on the footing
of the most favored mation, it is herehy agreed between them that any
favor, privilege, or immunity whatever in matters of commerce and navi-
gation, which either contracting party has actually granted, or may here-
after grant, to the subjects or eitizens of any other state, shall be extended
to the citizens of the other contracting party, gratuitously, if the concession
in favor of that other state shall have been gratuitous, orin return for a
compensation as nearly as possible of proportionate value and effect, to
be adjusted by mutual agreement, if the concession shall have been con-
ditional.

ArticLe VII. Each contracting party may appoint consuls for the
protection of trade, to reside in the dominions of the other; but no such
congul shall enter upon the exercise of his funetions until he shall have
been approved and admitted, in the usual form, by the government of the
country to which he is sent.

ArticLe VIII. The United States Government.engages never fo
interfere, unless solicited by the Government of Liberia, in the affairs
between the aboriginal inhabitants and the Government of the Republic
of Liberia, in the jurisdiction and territories of the Republiec. Shounld any
United States citizens suffer loss, in person or property, from violence by
the aboriginal inhabitants, and the Government of the Republic of Libe-
ria should not be able to bring the aggressor to justice, the United States
Government engages, a requisition having been first made therefor by the
Liberian Government, to lend such aid as may be required. Citizens of
the United States residing in the territories of the Republic of Liberia
are desired to abstain from all such intercourse with the aboriginal inhab-
itants as will tend to the violation of law and a disturbance of the peace
of the country.

ArticLe IX. The present treaty shall be ratified, and the ratifica-
tions exchanged at London, within the space of nine months from the
date hereof.

In testimony whereof, the plenipotentiaries before mentioned have
hereto subseribed their names and affixed their seals.




TREATY WITH LIBERIA. Ocrtoser 21, 1862.

Done at London, the twenty-first day of October, in the year one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.
CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, [SrAL.
STEPHEN ALLEN BENSON, [SI&AI.%

And whereas the said treaty has been duly ratified on both parts, and
the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged at London, on the
tenth ultimo, by Charles Francis Adams, Esquire, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of St.
James, and Gerard Ralston, Esquire, Consul-General and Commissioner
for and on behalf of the Republic of Liberia, on the part of their respec-
tive governments :

Now, therefore, be it known that I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, have caused the said treaty to be
made public, to the end that the same, and every clause and article
thereof, may be observed and fulfilled, with good faith, by the United
States and the citizens thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal
of the United States to be aflixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this eighteenth day of March,

[1. 5] in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

* 7d  sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States
the eighty-seventh,
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

By the President :

WirLiam H. SEwWARD, Secretary of State.
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