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In addition to their many professional achievements, German Ameri-
cans have influenced American culture. From Christmas trees to kin-
dergartens, the United States has adopted many German traditions and
institutions. By celebrating and sharing their customs and traditions,
German Americans help to preserve their rich heritage and enhance the
cultural diversity of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 6,
2003, as German-American Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize
the contributions to the liberty and prosperity of the United States of
our citizens of German descent.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7716 of October 6, 2003

Child Health Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America

Parents, teachers, and mentors play a critical role in helping children
learn to make healthy choices in life. On Child Health Day, we empha-
size our commitment to teaching our children the benefits of good
health.

The safety and well-being of our children is a priority shared by all
Americans. As children grow and develop, they face many risks and
dangers. Through the HealthierUS Initiative and the President’s Chal-
lenge, my Administration is working to help children learn the benefits
of a healthy body and mind.

Across our country, parents and caregivers can play a vital part in cre-
ating a more healthy America by teaching children good nutrition and
important safety procedures. We can all help young Americans im-
prove their health by encouraging them to eat healthy foods and to get
regular exercise. Good nutrition can improve students’ ability to con-
centrate and help them succeed in the classroom. Families must en-
courage our young people to avoid harmful activities. Families can also
protect their children by ensuring that they are immunized against pre-
ventable diseases and making sure that homes, day care centers, and
schools have been checked for potential hazards. Parents can help pre-
vent accidents and injuries by securing infants, toddlers, and small
children in child safety seats and booster seats, checking consumer
safety warnings, and making sure young people wear protective gear
during recreational activities.

By teaching our children to make safe, healthy decisions, families and
all Americans can help our young people reach their full potential, be-
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come responsible leaders in their communities, and make our Nation
better.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 18, 1928, as amend-
ed (36 U.S.C. 105), has called for the designation of the first Monday
in October as ‘‘Child Health Day’’ and has requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Monday, October 6, 2003, as
Child Health Day. I call upon families, schools, child health profes-
sionals, communities, and governments to help all our children dis-
cover the rewards of good health and wellness.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7717 of October 8, 2003

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Across our country, domestic violence traumatizes victims, endangers
children, harms families, and threatens communities. According to the
most recent report from the Department of Justice, there were almost
700,000 incidents of domestic violence in 2001. Approximately one-
third of women who are murdered each year are killed by their current
or former husband or partner. Children who are subjected to domestic
violence too often grow up to inflict violence on others, creating a
cycle of violence that must be stopped. During National Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Month, we renew our Nation’s commitment to pre-
vent and punish the perpetrators of this despicable crime and bring
hope and healing to those affected by it.

In some communities across our country, law enforcement, medical,
and legal services for domestic violence victims are fragmented, requir-
ing victims to travel to several different places to receive the help and
treatment they need. Comprehensive service centers for domestic vio-
lence victims and their dependents enable health and justice profes-
sionals to better serve those in need. My Administration supports ef-
forts to provide a wide variety of victim services in one location, in-
cluding medical care, counseling and social services, law enforcement
and legal resources, faith-based services, employment assistance, and
housing assistance.

Local nonprofit and faith-based programs and their volunteers also
offer critical assistance and support to victims in need—help that may
not otherwise be available. In August of this year, the dedicated advo-
cates at the Federally supported National Domestic Violence Hotline
answered their one millionth call for help. Volunteers who want to
help victims in the local community can find more information at the
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