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ple of the United States to join me in saluting all American POWs who
valiantly served this great country. I call upon Federal, State, and local
government officials and private organizations to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7708 of September 25, 2003
National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Almost half of the land in the United States is used for agricultural
production, and our Nation depends on our hard-working farm and
ranch families for food, fiber, and the good stewardship of our environ-
ment. As we celebrate National Farm Safety and Health Week, we give
thanks for their dedication, sacrifice, and contributions to our country,
and we renew our commitment to the health and livelihoods of Amer-
ican farm and ranch families.

America must continue to promote the safety of our farmers and ranch-
ers. Farming and ranching can be dangerous work; in 2002, the agri-
culture industry had the second-highest rate of deaths due to accidents.
Proper education and training are critical to protecting the safety of
farmers and ranchers. By working together to encourage careful use of
equipment and facilities, America helps our farm and ranch families
remain healthy and more productive than any other farmers in the
world.

This year’s theme for National Farm Safety and Health Week, “Secure
Your Farming through Safety and Health,” also encourages farmers and
ranchers to focus on farm security issues. Farm and ranching commu-
nities play a vital role in protecting America’s food supplies, water re-
sources, and farm chemicals. Their efforts are important to the safety
and security of our citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
21 through September 27, 2003, as National Farm Safety and Health
Week. I call upon the agencies, organizations, and businesses that serve
America’s agricultural workers to strengthen their commitment to pro-
moting farm safety and health programs. I also urge all Americans to
honor our agricultural heritage and to recognize our farmers and ranch-
ers for their remarkable contributions to our Nation’s vitality and pros-

perity.
IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of
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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7709 of September 25, 2003
Gold Star Mother’s Day, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As members of America’s Armed Forces now protect our country by
engaging the enemies of freedom in Iraq, in Afghanistan, and on other
fronts in the war against terrorism, they carry on a noble legacy. Today,
Americans and millions around the world enjoy freedom because of
the service and sacrifice of our military men and women.

The cost of America’s freedom is often personal. Few pay more dearly
than our Gold Star Mothers, who have endured the death of a son or
daughter in service to our country.

More than 75 years ago, one mother’s determination to transform her
personal loss into good works led to the creation of the American Gold
Star Mothers. After receiving notice of her son’s death in aerial combat
during World War I, Grace Darling Seibold devoted her energy to vol-
unteering in a local hospital. She began reaching out to other mothers
whose sons had died in military service to the Nation. She organized
a group of these special mothers to help them comfort each other and
care for hospitalized veterans. Their organization was named after the
gold star service flag that families hung in their windows in honor of
family members who had died in military service. After years of plan-
ning, it became a national organization in 1928. Since then, brave
women have continued to come together as Gold Star Mothers to ease
the burden of their loss and to serve others.

Today, numerous chapters of Gold Star Mothers across our Nation offer
important programs and services to enhance the lives of veterans and
provide support for their families. Their civic education programs and
help for those in need honor the lives of their sons and daughters and
strengthen America.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936 (49 Stat.
1895 as amended), has designated the last Sunday in September as
“Gold Star Mother’s Day,” and has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, September 28, 2003, as
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call upon all Government officials to display
the flag of the United States over Government buildings on this solemn
day. I also encourage the American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate meetings in their homes, places of worship, or other suit-
able places as a public expression of the sympathy and respect that our
Nation holds for our Gold Star Mothers.
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