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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7704 of September 12, 2003

Small Business Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The success of small businesses in America reflects the innovation, de-
termination, and hard work of the American people. During Small
Business Week, we celebrate the entrepreneurs and business people
who create goods, services, and jobs, and bring opportunity and eco-
nomic prosperity to communities throughout our country. We also re-
affirm our commitment to helping more small business owners and
their employees realize the American Dream.

Small businesses create the majority of new jobs in our Nation and ac-
count for more than half of the output of our economy. They lead the
way in generating new ideas and creating new technologies, goods, and
services for our country and for the world.

Small businesses also reflect the diversity of America. Nearly 40 per-
cent of small companies in the United States are owned by women.
There are also more than 3 million minority-owned small businesses
across the country.

Because small businesses are vital to our Nation’s prosperity and re-
flect the hard work of the American people, my Administration has
taken important steps to assist small businesses and the people they
employ. We have reduced taxes, encouraged investment, and removed
obstacles to growth. The Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act
of 2003 I signed into law will provide 23 million small business own-
ers with tax cuts averaging more than $2,200 each. The Act also quad-
rupled the amount that small businesses can expense for new capital
investments, encouraging new investment in technology, machinery,
and other equipment. This new technology and equipment will in-
crease productivity and create new jobs, thereby contributing to the
overall strength of our economy.

We are also seeking to permanently eliminate the death tax. With the
repeal of this tax, small business men and women will be able to pass
their life’s work to the next generation without having to pay a puni-
tive tax that in many cases forces the sale of the business or many of
its assets. And I support legislation that would make it easier for small
businesses to offer health coverage options to their employees.
Through Association Health Plans, small businesses could pool to-
gether to offer group plans to all of their employees, like those avail-
able to large businesses. In addition, we are working to streamline
small business regulations and paperwork. To this end, I issued an Ex-
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ecutive Order that requires all Federal regulatory agencies to minimize
these burdens on our Nation’s small businesses.

The Small Business Administration (SBA), which helps American
innovators and risk-takers launch and build their businesses, celebrates
its 50th anniversary this year. By helping small businesses succeed, the
SBA continues to strengthen America.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
14 through September 20, 2003, as Small Business Week. I call upon
all the people of the United States to observe this week with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs that celebrate the achieve-
ments of small business owners and their employees and encourage
and foster the development of new small businesses.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7705 of September 16, 2003

Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

In the summer of 1787, representatives from the States met in Philadel-
phia to establish a new Constitution that would unite America. They
intended the Constitution to achieve six purposes: ‘‘to form a more per-
fect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for
the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.’’ Their work was
successful and enduring. For more than two centuries, the American
people have honored the foresight and wisdom of the Framers by re-
specting and defending our Constitution.

Our Constitution and our country have grown stronger over the last
216 years—through wars, searing internal conflicts, and great social,
economic, and technological change. In the last 2 years, America has
again been tested, this time by terrorist attacks designed to strike at our
people, our institutions, and our constitutional government. In the
wake of those attacks, we have renewed and strengthened our commit-
ment to a more perfect Union and common defense, to justice and do-
mestic tranquility, to the general welfare and the blessings of liberty.

On Citizenship Day and during Constitution Week, we remember those
who have fought and those who have died to preserve, protect, and de-
fend the Constitution. We recall and reiterate the vow of President
Abraham Lincoln that these ‘‘dead shall not have died in vain—that
this Nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not per-
ish from the earth.’’
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