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African Americans continued to influence popular music through the
1940s and 50s, with the emergence of rhythm and blues and rock and
roll. These revolutionary styles built upon various forms of African-
American music, fusing elements of jazz, blues, and gospel.

African-American music continues to influence the American music
scene today with styles such as rap and hip-hop. As we celebrate the
many creative and inspiring African-American artists whose efforts
have enhanced our Nation, we recognize their enduring legacy and
look to a future of continued musical achievement.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2003
as Black Music Month. I encourage Americans of all backgrounds to
learn more about the heritage of black musicians, and to celebrate the
remarkable role they have played in our history and culture.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7688 of June 30, 2003

Death of James Strom Thurmond

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of James Strom Thurmond, the
longest serving member and former President pro tempore of the
United States Senate, I hereby order, by the authority vested in me as
President of the United States by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, that on the day of his interment, the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and
upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval
stations, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Territories
and possessions until sunset on such day. I also direct that the flag
shall be flown at half-staff for the same period at all United States em-
bassies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, includ-
ing all military facilities and naval vessels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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To Modify Duty-Free Treatment Under the Generalized
System of Preferences

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A), and 503(c)(1) of title V of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2461,
2463(a)(1)(A), and 2463(c)(1)), the President may designate or with-
draw designation of specified articles provided for in the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) as eligible for preferential
tariff treatment under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
when imported from designated beneficiary developing countries.

2. Pursuant to section 503(a)(1)(B) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(a)(1)(B)), the President may designate articles as eligible articles
only for countries designated as least-developed beneficiary developing
countries under section 502(a)(2) (19 U.S.C. 2462(a)(2)), if the President
determines that such articles are not import-sensitive in the context of
imports from such least-developed beneficiary developing countries.

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)), beneficiary developing countries, except those des-
ignated as least-developed beneficiary developing countries or bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(D)
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive
need limitations on the preferential treatment afforded under the GSP
to eligible articles.

4. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)), pro-
vides that a country that is no longer treated as a beneficiary devel-
oping country with respect to an eligible article may be redesignated
as a beneficiary developing country with respect to such article if im-
ports of such article from such country did not exceed the competitive
need limitations in section 503(c)(2)(A) during the preceding calendar
year.

5. Section 503(c)(2)(F) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)), pro-
vides that the President may disregard the competitive need limitation
provided in section 503(c)(2)(A)(I)(II) (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A){)(D))
with respect to any eligible article from any beneficiary developing
country if the aggregate appraised value of the imports of such article
into the United States during the preceding calendar year does not ex-
ceed an amount set forth in section 503(c)(2)(F)(ii) (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(F)(ii)).

6. Pursuant to section 503(d) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(d)), the
President may waive the application of the competitive need limita-
tions in section 503(c)(2)(A) with respect to any eligible article from
any beneficiary developing country if certain conditions are met.

7. (a) Pursuant to sections 501 and 503(a)(1)(A) of the 1974 Act, and
after receiving advice from the International Trade Commission in ac-
cordance with section 503(e) (19 U.S.C. 2463(e)), I have determined to
designate certain articles, previously designated under section
503(a)(1)(B), as eligible articles when imported from any beneficiary
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