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contributed to the ongoing war on terror by helping families and com-
munities prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies. Across our
Nation, our citizens are recognizing that everyone can do something to
help and that serving those in need benefits the volunteer also.

My Administration has taken several steps to build on this progress
and continue the momentum created by these millions of acts of serv-
ice. Most recently, I formed the President’s Council on Service and
Civic Participation, and charged them with creating a nationwide rec-
ognition program called the President’s Volunteer Service Awards.
These awards will be given to individuals and organizations engaged
in a variety of volunteer services who have made a sustained commit-
ment to service over the course of 1 year, and enhance our ability to
pay tribute to volunteers and the impact their service has on our com-
munities and our country.

National Volunteer Week offers each of us the opportunity to recognize
one of the true strengths of our Nation—the compassionate spirit of our
citizens. I urge all Americans to continue to uphold this spirit and an-
swer the call to service to help ensure that all our citizens realize the
promise of America. Together, we can achieve a hopeful future for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 27
through May 3, 2003, as National Volunteer Week. I call on all Ameri-
cans to join together to celebrate the invaluable work that volunteers
perform every day across our country, and to commit themselves to do
more for their neighbors in need through the many volunteer programs
available in their communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7668 of April 30, 2003

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America is strengthened by the rich cultural diversity of our people,
and we are blessed to be a Nation that welcomes individuals of all
races, religions, and cultural backgrounds. The values and traditions of
the Asian/Pacific-American community—love of family, entrepreneur-
ship, excellence in education, and community service—have strength-
ened us as a Nation. During Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month,
we celebrate the contributions of these talented and hard-working citi-
zens and recognize their rich legacy of ingenuity, perseverance, and
achievement.

Many Asian/Pacific immigrants came to America to discover the prom-
ise of our Nation and to realize their dreams. Their contributions were
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critical in establishing a robust economy. Asian/Pacific Americans also
worked tirelessly to build our national railroad infrastructure, paving
the way for our western expansion and growth as a world leader. Gen-
erations of Asian/Pacific Americans have proudly served our Nation
with honor and courage in wars and conflicts, including most recently
in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. Today,
as in the past, their dedication and service to advancing peace in a
troubled world upholds the values that make our country strong.

Asian/Pacific Americans are also helping to shape America’s future. As
entrepreneurs, artists, educators, public servants, scientists, and explor-
ers, they challenge the minds of our next generation, expand commerce
and innovation, probe the frontiers of space, and search for cures for
the world’s diseases. Our children are also inspired by the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of dedicated individuals such as inventor An
Wang, experimental physicist Chien-Shiung Wu, Challenger astronaut
Ellison Onizuka, Columbia astronaut Kalpana Chawla, and sculptor
Isamu Noguchi.

Since the earliest days of America, people from all cultures have trav-
eled to our Nation seeking the promise of freedom, opportunity, and
justice. As an integral part of our society, Americans of Asian and Pa-
cific heritage share in the pursuit of this American Dream. I join with
all Americans in celebrating this rich and diverse culture, and I en-
courage every citizen to recognize the role of Asian/Pacific Americans
in building and sustaining our Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pacific Americans, the Congress
by Public Law 102–450 as amended, has designated the month of May
each year as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May 2003 as Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month. I call upon our citizens to learn more about
the history of Asian/Pacific Americans and how they have contributed
to the culture and heritage of our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-seventh.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7669 of April 30, 2003

Older Americans Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Advances in medicine, public health, science, and technology are
keeping Americans healthier and adding years to our lives. As our pop-
ulation of senior citizens continues to grow, our Nation remains dedi-
cated to fulfilling our promises to these valuable members of our soci-
ety. This year’s observance of Older Americans Month, ‘‘What We Do
Makes A Difference,’’ recognizes the important contributions of older
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