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to adopt the democratic system when declaring America's liberty, just 
as the Greek Constitution enshrines democracy as the governing rule 
of the Hellenic Republic. 

It is one of history's great ironies that Greece, the birthplace of democ­
racy, was subject for centuries to foreign domination, culminating in 
almost four hundred years of political suppression by the Ottoman Em­
pire. The Greeks' age-old love of liberty remained strong, however, and 
in 1821, Greece began its successful struggle for self-determination. 

Today, as we commemorate the one hundred and seventy-fifth anniver­
sary of Greek independence, the citizens of Greece and the United 
States remember that with democracy come great responsibilities—to 
seek peaceful solutions to civil differences, to foster freedom and 
human rights in all nations, and to ensure that our laws continue to 
build upon our strong democratic foundation. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder, Americans and Greeks fought for these 
principles on the battlefields of World War II and through the dark 
days of the Cold War. Today, while we celebrate Greek independence, 
we also remember all those around the world who still endure oppres­
sion and are denied economic, social, or political freedom. In recent 
years we have seen many nations break the bonds of tyranny, and we 
must continue to support others who seek to embrace democracy's 
promise. In doing so, we look forward to a day when people every­
where enjoy the rights and liberties that Greeks and Americans are so 
proud to share. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 
1996, as Greek Independence Day: A National Day of Celebration of 
Greek and American Democracy. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sec­
ond day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine­
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6874 of March 27, 1996 

Death of Edmund Sixtus Muskie 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Edmund Sixtus Muskie, one 
of our Nation's foremost public servants, I hereby order, by the author­
ity vested in me as President of the United States of America by sec­
tion 175 of title 36 of the United States Code, that the flag of the Unit­
ed States shall be flown at half-staff upon all public buildings and 
grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all naval ves­
sels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions on 
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Saturday, March 30, 1996. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at 
half-staff on that day at all United States embassies, legations, consular 
offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and 
naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev­
enth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine­
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twentieth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6875 of March 29, 1996 

Cancer Control Month, 1996 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Research and the prompt application of research results have proved 
to be the strongest weapons we have against cancer. And we are mak­
ing great strides in the study of this deadly disease. Indeed, the under­
standing of the processes by which a normal cell is transformed into 
a cancer cell is one of the great achievements of cancer research. Ge­
netic studies are leading to better understanding of many cancers and 
improving our ability to intervene and stop their spread. While the im­
plications of some findings are still unclear, we know that further 
progress hinges on continued scientific inquiry, and we understand 
that basic research must remain a national priority. In addition, all of 
us can act on information already at hand to make lifestyle choices that 
reduce the risk of developing cancer. 

Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States 
and contributed to nearly one-third of all cancer deaths in our Nation 
last year. In addition to causing 400,000 deaths, smoking left others liv­
ing with cancer, respiratory illness, heart disease, and other illnesses. 
Despite the clear link between smoking and these illnesses and deaths, 
each day 3,000 young Americans begin to smoke—a habit that will 
shorten the lives of 1,000 of them. We must address this problem. That 
is why the Food and Drug Administration proposed ways to limit 
young people's access to tobacco, as well as ways to limit the advertis­
ing that is so appealing to our youth. That is also why this Administra­
tion published the Synar regulation—to ensure that States have and en­
force laws prohibiting sales of tobacco to young people. 

Scientific evidence has also led to an increased understanding of the 
links between the foods we eat and certain types of cancer. By reduc­
ing dietary fat, increasing fiber intake, consuming a variety of fruits 
and vegetables, and avoiding obesity, every American can take steps to 
reduce the risk of cancer. The National Cancer Institute, in collabora­
tion with the food industry, sponsors "5 A Day For Better Health," a 
national program that encourages people to eat five or more servings 
of ft-uits and vegetables daily. And researchers continue to investigate 
nutrition programs that may have the potential to prevent cancer. 

Mammography is another resource that can make a vital contribution 
to cancer control efforts, helping doctors detect breast tumors at an 
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