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Cirap. XXVI — An Act to amend the Aet in addition to certain Acts granting Bounty
Land to certain Officers and Soldiers who have been engaged in the Militavy Service of
the United States, approved Murch thivd, eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That in all eases where a cer-
tificate or warrant for bounty land for any less quantity than one hundred
and sixty acres, shall have been issued to any officer or soldier, or to the
widow or minor child or children of any officer or soldier, under existing
laws, the evidence upon which such certificate or warrant was issued
shall be reeeived to establish the service of such officer or soldier in the
application of himself, or of his widow or minor child or children, for a
certificate or warrant for so much land as may be required to make up
the full sum of one hundred and sixty acres, on proof of the identity of
such officer or soldier, or in case of his death, of the marriage and identity
of his widow, or in case of her death, of the identity of his minor child or
children: Provided, nevertheless, That if, upon a review of such evidence,
the Commissioner of Pensions shall not be satisfied that the former cer-
tificate: or warrant was properly granted, he may require Rlditional evi-
dence, as well of the term as of the fact of service.

Sue. 2. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where a pension
has been granted to any officer or soldier, the evidence upon which such
pension was aranted shall be received to establish the serviee of such
officer or soldier in his application for bounty land under existing laws;
and upon proot of his identity as such pensioner, a certifieate or warrant
may. be issued to him for the quantity of land to which he shall be
entitled ; and in case of the death of such pensioned officer or soldier; his
widow shall be entitled to a certificate or warrant for the same quantity
of land to which her husband would have been entitled, if living, npon
proof that she is such widow, and in case of the death of such officer or
soldier, leaving a minor child or children and no widow, or where the
widow may have deceased before the issuing of any certificate or warrant,
such minor child or children shall be entitled to a certificate or warrant
for the same quantity of land as the father would have been entitled fo
receive if living, upon proof of the decease of father and mother: Pro-
vided, nevertheless, That if, upon a review of such evidenece, the Commis-
sioner of Pensions shall not be satisfied that the pension was properly
granted, he may require additional evidence, as well of the term as of the
fact of service.

Suc. 5. And be it further enacted, That so much of the third section
of the “Aect in addition to certain acts granting bounty land to certain
officers and soldiers who have been entaged in the military service of the
United States,” approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-five,
as requires the party elaiming a certificate or warrant, under the proyis-
ions of said aet, to establish his or her right thereto, by record evidence
of ' the service for which such’ certificate or warrant has been or may be
claimed, be, and the same is hereby, repealed, and parol evidence, where
no record evidence exists, may be admitted to prove the service per-
formed, under such rules and regulations as the Commissioner of Pensions
may preseribe. .

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the eighth section of the act
above mentioned, approved the third day of March, in the year eighteen
hundred and fifty-five, shall be construed as embracing officers, marines,
seamen, and other persons engaged in the naval service of the United
States during the revolutionary war, and the widows and minor children
of all such officers, marines, seamen, and other persons engaged as
aforesaid.

Sto. 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the said act
ghall extend to all persons who have served as volunteers with the armed
forces of the United States, subject to military orders, for the space of
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fourteen days, in any of the wars specified in the first section of the eaid
act, whether such persons were or were not mustered into the service of
the United States.

SEC. 6. And be ot further enacted, That the widows and minor children
of all such persons as are specified in the last preceding section of this
act, and are now dead, shall be entitled to the same privileges as the
widows and minor children of the beneficiaries named in the act to which
this is an amendment. .

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That when any company, battalion,
or regiment, in an organized form, marched more than twenty miles to
the place where they were mustered into the service of the United States,
or were discharged more than twenty miles from the place where such
company, battalion, or regiment was organized, in all such cases, in com-
puting the length of¥service of the officers and soldiers of any such com-
pany, battalion, or regiment, there shall be allowed one day for every
twenty miles from the place where the company, battalion, or regiment
was organized to the place where the same was mustered into the service
of the United States, and also one day for every twenty miles from the
place where such company, battalion, or regiment was discharged, to the
place where it was organized, and from whence it marched to enter the
gervice : Provided, That such march was in obedience to the command
or divection of the President of the United States, or some general officer
of the United States, commanding an army or department, or the chief
executive officer of the State or Territory by which such company, bat-
talion, or regiment was called into service.

ArPROVED, May 14, 1856-

Crar. XX VIIL — Anr Act making a Grant of Lands {o the State of fowa, in alternate
Seclions to aid in the Construction of certain Railroads in said State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That there be and is hereby
granted to the State of Towa, for the purpose of aiding in the construetion
of railroads from Burlington, on the Mississippi River, to a point on the
Missouri River near the mouth of the Platte River; from the city of
Davenport, via Iowa City and Fort Des Moines, to Council Bluffs; from
Lyons City northwesterly to a point of intersection with the main line of
the Towa Central Air Line Railroad, near Maquoketa, thence on said
main line, running as near as practicable to the forty-second parallel
across the said State to the Missouri River, from the city of Dubuque to
a point on the Missouri River near Sioux City, with a branch from the
mouth of the Tete Des Morts to the nearest point on said road, to be
completed as soon as the main road is completed to that point, every
alternate section of land, designated by odd numbers, for six sections in
width on each side of each of said roads. But in case it shall appear
that the United States have, when the lines or routes of said roads are
definitely fixed, sold any sections, or any parts thereof, granted as afore-
said, or that the right of preémpiion has attached to the same, then it
shall be lawful for any agent or agents, to be appointed by the governor
of said State, to select, subject to the approval of the Secretary to the
Interior, from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of sec-
tions above specified, so much land, in alternate sections, or parts of sec-
tions, as shall be equal to such lands as the United States have sold or
otherwise appropriated, or to which the rights of preémption have
attuched as aforesaid; which lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold
and [to] which preémption rights have attached, as aforesaid, together
with the sections, and parts of sections. designated by odd numbers as
aforesaid, and appropriated as atoresaid) shall be held by the State of
Towa for the use and purpose aforesaid : Provided, That the land to be
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