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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

A PROCLAMATION.

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING :

Wher eas  a treaty was made and concluded at Table Creek, in the 
Territory of Nebraska, on the twenty-fourth day of September, one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, between the United States of America, 
by James W. Denver, commissioner duly authorized thereto, and the 
Chiefs and Head-men of the four confederate bands of Pawnee Indians, 
viz: Grand Pawnees, Pawnee Loups, Pawnee Republicans, and Pawnee 
Tappahs, and generally known as the Pawnee Tribe, which treaty is in 
the following words, to wit:

Articles of agreement and convention made this twenty-fourth day of 
September, A. D. 1857, at Table Creek, Nebraska Territory, between 
James W. Denver, commissioner on behalf of the United States, and the 
Chiefs and Head-men of the four .confederate bands of Pawnee Indians, 
viz: Grand Pawnees, Pawnee Loups, Pawnee Republicans, and Pawnee 
Tappahs, and generally known as the Pawnee Tribe.

Art ic le  I. The confederate bands of the Pawnees aforesaid, hereby 
cede and relinquish to the United States, all their right, title, and interest 
in and to all the lands now owned or claimed by them, except as hereinafter 
reserved, and which are bounded as follows, viz: on the east by the lands 
lately purchased by the United States from the Omahas; on the south by 
the lands heretofore ceded by the Pawnees to the United States; on the 
west by a line running due north from the junction of the North with the 
South Fork of the Platte River, to the Keha-Paha River; and on the 
north by the Keha-Paha River to its junction with the Niobrara, L’eauqui 
court, or Running Water River, and thence, by that river, to the western 
boundary of the late Omaha cession. Out of this cession the Pawnees 
reserve a tract of country, thirty miles long from east to west, by fifteen 
miles wide from north to south, including both banks of the Loup fork of 
the Platte River; the east line of which shall be at a point not further 
east than the mouth of Beaver Creek. If, however, the Pawnees, in con-
junction with the United States agent, shall be able to find a more suit-
able locality for their future homes, within said cession, then, they are to 
have the privilege of selecting an equal quantity of land there, in lieu of the 
reservation herein designated, all of which shall be done as soon as prac-
ticable ; and the Pawnees agree to remove to their new homes, thus re-
served for them, without cost to the United States, within one year from 
the date of the ratification of this treaty by the Senate of the United 
States, and, until that time, they shall be permitted to remain where they 
are now residing, without molestation.

Arti cle  II. In consideration of the foregoing cession, the United 
States agree to pay to the Pawnees the sum of forty thousand dollars per 
annum, for five years, commencing on the first day of January, A. D. 
eighteen hundred and fifty-eight; and, after the end of five years, thirty 
thousand dollars per annum, as a perpetual annuity, at least one half of 
which annual payments shall be made in goods, and such articles as may 
be deemed necessary for them.
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Art ic le  III. In order to improve the condition of the Pawnees, and 
teach them the arts of civilized life, the United States agree to establish 
among them, and for their use and benefit, two manual-labor schools, to 
be governed by such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 
President of the United States, who shall also appoint the teachers, and, 
if he deems it necessary, may increase the number of schools to four. In 
these schools, there shall be taught the various branches of a common 
school education, and, in addition, the arts of agriculture, the most useful 
mechanic arts, and whatever else the President may direct. The Pawnees, 
on their part agree that each and every one of their children, between the 
ages of seven and eighteen years, shall be kept constantly at these schools 
for, at least, nine months in each year; and if any parent or guardian shall 
fail, neglect, or refuse to so keep the child or children under his or her 
control at such school, then, and in that case, there shall be deducted from 
the annuities to which such parent or guardian would be entitled, either 
individually or as parent or guardian, an amount equal to the value, in 
time, of the tuition thus lost; but the President may at any time change 
or modify this clause as he may think proper. The chiefs shall be held 
responsible for the attendance of orphans who have no other guardians; 
and the United States agree to furnish suitable houses and farms for said 
schools, and whatever else may be necessary to put them in successful 
operation; and a sum not less than five thousand dollars per annum shall 
be applied to the support of each school, so long as the Pawnees shall, in 
good faith, comply with the provisions of this article; but if, at any time, 
the President is satisfied they are not doing so, he may, at his discretion, 
discontinue the schools in whole or in part

Art ic le  IV. The United States agree to protect the Pawnees in the 
possession of their new homes. The United States also agree to furnish 
the Pawnees:

First, with two complete sets of blacksmith, gunsmith, and tinsmith tools, 
not to exceed in cost seven hundred and fifty dollars; and erect shops at 
a cost not to exceed five hundred dollars; also five hundred dollars an-
nually, during the pleasure of the President, for the purchase of iron, steel, 
and other necessaries for the same. The United States are also to furnish 
two blacksmiths, one of whom shall be a gunsmith and tinsmith; but the 
Pawnees agree to furnish one or two young men of their tribe to work 
constantly in each shop as strikers or apprentices, who shall be paid a fair 
compensation for their labor.

Second. The United States agree to furnish farming utensils and stock, 
worth twelve hundred dollars per annum, for ten years, or during the 
pleasure of the President, and for the first year’s purchase of stock, and 
for erecting shelters for the same, an amount not exceeding three thousand 
dollars, and also to employ a farmer to teach the Indians the arts of agri-
culture.

Third. The United States agree to have erected on said reservation a 
steam-mill, suitable to grind grain and to saw lumber, which shall not ex-
ceed in cost six thousand dollars, and to keep the same in repair for ten 
years; also, to employ a miller and engineer for the same length of time, 
or longer, at the discretion of the President; the Pawnees agreeing to 
furnish apprentices, to assist in working the mill, who shall be paid a fair 
compensation for their services. 

Fourth. The United States agree to erect dwelling-houses for the in-
terpreter, blacksmiths, farmer, miller and engineer, which shall not exceed 
in cost,five hundred dollars each; and the Pawnees agree to prevent the 
members of their tribe from injuring or destroying the houses, shops, ma-
chinery, stock, farming utensils, and all other things furnished by the gov-
ernment, and if any such shall be carried away, injured, or destroyed, by 
any of the members of their tribe, the value of the same shall be deducted 
from the tribal annuities. Whenever the President shall become satisfied 
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that the Pawnees have sufficiently advanced in the acquirement of a prac-
tical knowledge of the arts and pursuits to which this article relates, then, 
and in that case, he may turn over the property to the tribe, and dispense 
with the services of any or all of the employees herein named.

Art ic le  V. The Pawnees acknowledge their dependence on the gov-
ernment of the United States, and promise to be friendly with all the 
citizens thereof, and pledge themselves to commit no depredations on the 
property of such citizens, nor on that of any other person belonging to any 
tribe or nation at peace with the United States. And should any one or 
more of them violate this pledge, and the fact be satisfactorily proven 
before the agent, the property taken shall be returned, or in default thereof, 
or if injured or destroyed, compensation may be made by the government 
out of their annuities. Nor will they make war on any other tribe, except 
in self-defence, but will submit all matters of difference between them and 
other Indians to the government of the United States, or its agent, for 
decision, and abide thereby. ,

Art ic le  VI. The United States agent may reside on or near the 
Pawnee reservation; and the Pawnees agree to permit the United States 
to build forts and occupy military posts on their lands, and to allow the 
whites the right to open roads through their territories; but no white per-
son shall be allowed to reside on any part of said reservation unless he or 
she be in the employ of the United States, or be licensed to trade with 
said tribe, or be a member of the family of such employe or licensed 
trader; nor shall the said tribe, or any of them, alienate any part of said 
reservation, except to the United States; but, if they think proper to do 
so, they may divide said lands among themselves, giving to each person, 
or each head of a family, a farm, subject to their tribal regulations, but in 
no instance to be sold or disposed of to persons outside, or not themselves 
of the Pawnee tribe.

Arti cle  VII. The United States agree to furnish, in addition to the 
persons heretofore mentioned, six laborers for three years, but it is ex-
pressly understood that while these laborers are to be under the control, 
and subject to the orders, of the United States’ agent, they are employed 
more to teach the Pawnees how to manage stock and use the implements 
furnished, than as merely laboring for their benefit; and for every laborer 
thus furnished by the United States, the Pawnees engage to furnish at least 
three of their tribe to work with them, who shall also be subject to the 
orders of the agent, and for whom the chiefs shall be responsible.

Art ic le  VIII. The Pawnees agree to deliver up to the officers of 
the United States all offenders against the treaties, laws, or regulations 
of the United State’s, whenever they may be found within the limits of 
their reservation; and they further agree to assist such officers in dis-
covering, pursuing, and capturing any such offender or offenders, any-
where, whenever called on so to do; and they agree, also, that, if they 
violate any of the stipulations contained in this treaty, the President may, 
at his discretion, withhold a part, or the whole, of the annuities herein 
provided for.

Art ic le  IX. The Pawnees desire to have some provision made for the 
half-breeds of their tribe. Those of them who have preferred to reside, 
and are now residing, in the nation, are to be entitled to equal rights and 
privileges with other members of the tribes, but those who have chosen to 
follow the pursuits of civilized life, and to reside among the whites, viz : Bap-
tiste Bayhylle, William Bayhylle, Julia Bayhylle, Frank Tatahyee,. Wil-
liam Nealis, Julia Nealis, Catharine Papan, Politte Papan, Rousseau Pa-
pan, Charles Papan, Peter Papan, Emily Papan, Henry Geta, Stephen 
Geta, James Cleghorn, Eliza Heroine, are to be entitled to scrip for one 
hundred and sixty acres, or one quarter section, of land for each, provided 
application shall be made for the same within five years from this time, 
which scrip shall be receivable at the United States land-offices, the same
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as military bounty land-warrants, and be subject to the same rules and 
regulations.

Arti cle  X. Samuel Allis has long been the firm friend of the Pawnees, 
and in years gone by has ministered to their wants and necessities. When 
in distress, and in a state of starvation, they took his property and used it 
for themselves, and when the smallpox was destroying them, he vaccinated 
more than two thousand of them; for all these things, the Pawnees desire 
that he shall be paid, but they think the government should pay a part. 
It is, therefore, agreed that the Pawnees will pay to said Allis one thou-
sand dollars, and the United States agree to pay him a similar sum of one 
thousand dollars, as a full remuneration for his services and losses.

Art ic le  XI. Ta-ra-da-ka-wa, head chief of the Tappahs band, and 
four other Pawnees, having been out as guides for the United States 
troops, in their late expedition against the Cheyennes, and having to return 
by themselves, were overtaken and plundered of everything given them by 
the officers of the expedition, as well as their own property, barely escap-
ing with their lives; and the value of their services being fully acknowl-
edged, the United States agree to pay to each one of them one hundred 
dollars, or, in lieu thereof, to give to each a horse worth one hundred dol-
lars in value.

Art ic le  XII. To enable the Pawnees to settle any just claims at pres-
ent existing against them, there is hereby set apart, by the United States, 
ten thousand dollars, out of which the same may be paid, when presented, 
and proven to the satisfaction of the proper department; and the Pawnees 
hereby relinquish all claims they may have against the United States under 
former treaty stipulations.

In testimony whereof, the said James W. Denver, Commissioner, as 
aforesaid, and the undersigned, chiefs and head-men of the four confederate 
bands of Pawnee Indians, have hereunto set their hands and seals, at the 
place and on the day and year hereinbefore written.

JAMES W. DENVER,
U. S. Commissioner.

PE-TA-NA-SHARO, or the Man and the Chief, 
his x mark. [l . s .]

SA-RA-CHERISH, the Cross Chief, his x mark.
[l . s .] Grand 

TE-RA-TA-PUTS, he who Steals Horses, his x Pawnees.
mark. [l . s .]

LE-RA-KUTS-A-NASHARO, the Grey Eagle
Chief, his x mark. [l . s .]

LA-LE-TA-RA-NASHARO, the Comanche Chief,
his x mark. [l . S.]

TE-STE-DE-DA-WE-TEL, the Man who Distrib-
utes the Goods, his x mark. [l . s .]  Pawnee

LE-TA-KUTS-NASHARO, the Grey Eagle Chief,            Loups.
his x mark. [l . S.]

A-SA-NA-SHARO, the Horse Chief, his x mark.
[l . s.]

NA-SHARO-SE-DE-TA-RA-KO, the one the Great
Spirit smiles on, his x mark. [l . S.]

NA-SHARO-CHA-HICKO, a Man, but a Chief, his
x mark. [l . s .] Pawnee

DA-LO-LE-KIT-TA-TO-KAH, the Man the Enemy  Republicans.
steals from, his x mark. [l . s .]

DA-LO-DE-NA-SHARO, the Chief like an Eagle, 
his x mark. [l . s .]
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KE-WE-KO-NA-SHARO, the Buffalo Bull Chief,
his x mark. [l . s.]

NA-SHARO-LA-DA-HOO, the Big Chief, his x  , ’   Pawnee
mar<’ [l . s.]   TappahsNA-SHARO, the Chief, his x mark. [l . s.] 

DA-KA-TO-WA-KUTS-O-RA-NA-SHARO, the
Hawk Chief,  his x mark. [l . s.]

Signed and sealed in presence of—
Wm . W. Den ni son , U. S. Indian Agent,
A. S. H. Whi te , Secretary to Commissioner.
N. W. Tuck er ,
Wil l . E. Har ve y .
O. H. Iri sh ,
Sam ue l  Alli s , Interpreter.
J. Ster li ng  Mort on .

Submitted to 
Senate.

Amendment.

And whereas the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of 
the United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on 
the thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, 
advise and consent to the ratification of the same by a resolution and with 
an amendment in the words and figures following, to wit:

In  Exec uti ve  Sessi on ,
Sen at e  of  th e  Uni ted  Sta tes , March 31, 1858.

Resolved, (two-thirds of the senators present concurring,) That the 
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the treaty between the 
United States and the Pawnee Indians, made the 24th day of September, 
1857, with the following

Amendment:
At the end of the 2d (second) article, add: “ And it is further agreed 

that the President may, at any time, in his discretion, discontinue said per-
petuity, by causing the value of a fair commutation thereof to be paid to, 
or expended for the benefit of, said Indians, in such manner as to him 
shall seem proper.”

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary.
By W. HICKEY, Chief Clerk.

And whereas the foregoing amendment having been fully interpreted 
and explained to the chiefs and head-men of the Pawnee tribe as afore-
said, they did thereunto, on the third day of April, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-eight, in thd city of Washington, give their free and 
voluntary assent, in words and figures as follows, to wit:

We, the undersigned, chiefs and head-men of the Pawnee tribe of In-
dians, with full powers so to do, hereby give our free and voluntary assent 
to the amendment made by the Senate of the United States on the thirty- 
first day of March, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, to 
the treaty concluded between the United States and our tribe on the twenty-
fourth day of September, A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, 
after having the same interpreted and fully explained to us.

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names and 
affixed our seals, at the city of Washington, this third day of April, A. D. 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight.

PE-TA-NA-SHARO, the Man and the Chief, his x 
mark. [l . s.]

NA-HOC-TARO-NA-SHARO, the Pipe Chief, his  Grand 
x mark.  [l . s.]   Prawnees.

TE-DA-WAT-KA-ROKE, the Man that makes the
Enemy poor, his x mark. [l . s.]

KE-WE-EKE, Buffalo Bull, his x mark. [l . s.]
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LE-ITS-A-NA-SHARO, the Sword Chief, his x 
mark. [l . s.]

LE-TA-KUTS-NA-SHARO, the Grey Eagle Chief,  
his x mark. [l . s.]

TE-STE-DE-DA-WE-TEL, the Man that Distrib-
utes Goods, his x mark. [l . s .]

NA-SHARO-SE-DE-TA-RA-KO, the one the Great
Spirit smiles on, his x mark. [l . s .]

NA-SHARO-CHO-HICKO, a Man, but a Chief, 
his x mark. [l . s.]

NA-SHARO-RA-D A-A-CO ATS, Chief and a Brave,  
his x mark. [l . s.]

LA-LA-WE-KU-WA-RA, the Man always at War, 
his x mark. [l . s.]

DA-KA-TO-WA-KUTS-O-RA-NA-SHARO, the
Hawk Chief, his x mark. [l . s.]

NA-SHARO-LAD-A-HOO, the Big Chief, his x 
mark. [l . s .]

PAW-NEE-KI-EKE, Principal Chief, his x mark.
[l . s.]

LAD-O-NA-SHARO-KA-CHA, a Man that Defeats 
his Enemy in the Water, his x mark. [l . s.]

Signed and sealed in presence of—
Wm . W. Den ni so n , U. S. Indian Agent.
J. New to n  Sea rs ,
Jame s  R. Roch e ,
D. C. Dav is , 
Samue l  All is , U. S. Interpreter. 
C. A. Steu ar t .

Now, therefore, be it known that I, JAMES BUCHANAN, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, as expressed in their resolution of the thirty-first day 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, accept, ratify, and 
confirm said treaty, with the amendment as aforesaid.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to 
be hereto affixed, having signed the same with my hand.

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-sixth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred arid fifty- 

[l . s .] eight, and of the independence of the United States the 
eighty-second.

JAMES BUCHANAN.
By the President:

Lew is  Cas s , Secretary of State.
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