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Oct. 17, 1855.

Title.

Peace to exist 
with. U. States.

Peace to exist 
with each other 
and with certain 
other tribes.-

Blackfoot Ter-
ritory recognized 
as common hunt-
ing ground.

FRANKLIN PIERCE,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

TO ALL PERSONS TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING :

Whe re as , a treaty was made and concluded at the council ground on 
the Upper Missouri, near the mouth of the Judith River, in the territory 
of Nebraska, on the seventeenth day of October, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-five, between A. Cumming and Isaac I. 
Stevens, commissioners on the part of the United States, and the Black-
foot and other tribes of Indians, which treaty is in the words and figures 
following, to wit:—

Articles of agreement and convention made and concluded at the coun-
cil ground on the Upper Missouri, near the mouth of the Judith River, 
in the territory of Nebraska, this seventeenth day of October, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, by and between A. Cumming 
and Isaac I. Stevens, commissioners duly appointed and authorized, on 
the part of the United States, and the undersigned chiefs, headmen, and 
delegates of the following nations and tribes of Indians, who occupy, for 
the purposes of hunting, the territory on the Upper Missouri and Yellow 
Stone Rivers, and who have permanent homes as follows: East of the 
Rocky Mountains, the Blackfoot nation; consisting of the Piegan, Blood, 
Blackfoot, and Gros Ventres tribes of Indians. West of the Rocky Moun-
tains, the Flathead nation; consisting of the Flathead, Upper Pend 
d’Oreille, and Kootenay tribes of Indians, and the Nez Percé tribe of 
Indians, the said chiefs, headmen and delegates, in behalf of and acting 
for said nations and tribes, and being duly authorized thereto by them.

Art ic le  1. Peace, friendship and amity shall hereafter exist between 
the United States and the aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, parties 
to this treaty, and the same shall be perpetual.

Art ic le  2. The aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, parties to this 
treaty; do hereby jointly and severally covenant that peaceful relations 
shall likewise be maintained among themselves in future ; and that they 
will abstain from all hostilities whatsoever against each other, and culti-
vate mutual good-will and friendship. And the nations and tribes afore-
said do furthermore jointly and severally covenant, that peaceful relations 
shall be maintained with and that they will abstain from all hostilities 
whatsoever, excepting in self-defence, against the following named na-
tions and tribes of Indians, to wit: the Crows, Assineboins, Crees, 
Snakes, Blackfeet, Sans Arce, and Aunce-pa-pas bands of Sioux, and 
all other neighboring nations and tribes of Indians.

Arti cle  3. The Blackfoot nation consent and agree that all that por-
tion of the country recognized and defined by the treaty of Laramie as 
Blackfoot territory, lying within lines drawn from the Hell Gate or 
Medicine Rock Passes in the main range of the Rocky Mountains, in an 
easterly direction to the nearest source of the Muscle Shell River, thence 
to the mouth of Twenty-five Yard Creek, thence up the Yellow Stone 
River to its northern source, and thence along the main range of the 
Rocky Mountains, in a northerly direction, to the point of beginning, 
shall be a common hunting-ground for ninety-nine years, where all the 
nations, tribes and bands of Indians, parties to this treaty, may enjoy 
equal and uninterrupted privileges of hunting, fishing and gathering fruit, 
grazing animals, curing meat and dressing robes. They further agree 
that they will not establish villages, or in any other way exercise exclu- 
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sive rights within ten miles of the northern line of the common hunting-
ground, and that the parties to this treaty may hunt on said northern 
boundary line and within ten miles thereof.

Provided, That the western Indians, parties to this treaty, may hunt 
on the trail leading down the Muscle Shell to the Yellow Stone; the 
Muscle Shell River being the boundary separating the Blackfoot from 
the Crow Territory.

And provided, That no nation, band or tribe of Indians, parties to this 
treaty, nor any other Indians, shall be permitted to establish permanent 
settlements, or in any other way exercise, during the period above men-
tioned, exclusive rights or privileges within the limits of the above-
described hunting-ground.

And provided further, That the rights of the western Indians to a 
whole or a part of the common hunting-ground, derived from occupancy 
and possession, shall not be affected by this article, except so far as said 
rights may be determined by the treaty of Laramie.

Art ic le  4. The parties to this treaty agree and consent, that the tract 
of country lying within lines drawn from the Hell Gate or Medicine 
Rock Passes, in an easterly direction, to the nearest source of the Muscle 
Shell River, thence down said river to its mouth, thence down the chan-
nel of the Missouri River to the mouth of Milk River, thence due north 
to the forty-ninth parallel, thence due west on said parallel to the main 
range of the Rocky Mountains, and thence southerly along said range to 
the place of beginning, shall be the territory of the Blackfoot nation, over 
which said nation shall exercise exclusive control, excepting as may be 
otherwise provided in this treaty. Subject, however, to the provisions of 
the third article of this treaty, giving the right to hunt, and prohibiting 
the establishment of permanent villages and the exercise of any exclusive 
rights within ten miles of the northern line of the common hunting-
ground, drawn from the nearest source of the Muscle Shell River to the 
Medicine Rock Passes, for the period of ninety-nine years.

Provided also, That the Assiniboins shall have the right of hunting, in 
common with the Blackfeet, in the country lying between the aforesaid 
eastern boundary line, running from the mouth of Milk River to the 
forty-ninth parallel, and a line drawn from the left bank of the Missouri 
River, opposite the Round Butte north, to the forty-ninth parallel.
 Art ic le  5. The parties to this treaty, residing west of the main range 
 of the Rocky Mountains, agree and consent that they will not enter the 
 common hunting-ground, nor any part of the Blackfoot Territory, or re-
turn home, by any pass in the main range of the Rocky Mountains to 
the north of the Hell Gate or Medicine Rock Passes. And they further 
agree that they will not hunt or otherwise disturb the game, when visit-
ing the Blackfoot Territory for trade or social intercourse.

Art ic le  6. The aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, parties to 
 this treaty, agree and consent to remain within their own respective coun- 
 tries, except when going to or from, or whilst hunting upon, the “com-
mon hunting-ground,” or when visiting each other for the purpose of 
trade or social intercourse.
 Art ic le  7. The aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians agree that 
 citizens of the United States may live in and pass unmolested through the 
 countries respectively occupied and claimed by them. And the United 
 States is hereby bound to protect said Indians against depredations and 
 other unlawful acts which white men residing in or passing through their 
country may commit.
 Arti cle  8. For the purpose of establishing travelling thoroughfares 
 through their country, and the better to enable the President to execute 
 the provisions of this treaty, the aforesaid nations and tribes do hereby 
consent and agree, that the United States may, within the countries 
respectively occupied and claimed by them, construct roads of every 
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description ; establish lines of telegraph and military posts ; use materials 
of every description found in the Indian country ; build houses for agen-
cies, missions, schools, farms, shops, mills, stations, and for any other 
purpose for which they may be required, and permanently occupy as 
much land as may be necessary for the various purposes above enumer-
ated, including the use of wood for fuel and land for grazing, and that 
the navigation of all lakes and streams shall be forever free to citizens of 
the United States.

Art ic le  9. In consideration of the foregoing agreements, stipulations, 
and cessions, and on condition of their faithful observance, the United 
States agree to expend, annually, for the Piegan, Blood, Blackfoot, and 
Gros Ventres tribes of Indians, constituting the Blackfoot nation, in addi-
tion to the goods and provisions distributed at the time of signing this 
treaty, twenty thousand dollars, annually, for ten years, to be expended 
in such useful goods and provisions, and other articles, as the President, 
at his discretion, may from time to time determine; and the superin-
tendent, or other proper officer, shall each year inform the President of 
the wishes of the Indians in relation thereto : Provided, however, That if, 
in the judgment of the President and Senate, this amount be deemed 
insufficient, it may be increased not to exceed the sum of thirty-five 
thousand dollars per year.

Art ic le  10. The United States further agree to expend annually, for 
the benefit of the aforesaid tribes of the Blackfoot nation, a sum not ex-
ceeding fifteen thousand dollars annually, for ten years, in establishing 
and instructing them in agricultural and mechanical pursuits, and in edu-
cating their children, and in any other respect promoting their civiliza-
tion and Christianization: Provided, however, That to accomplish the 
objects of this article, the President may, at his discretion, apply any or 
all the annuities provided for in this treaty: And provided, also, That the 
President may, at his discretion, determine in what proportions the said 
annuities shall be divided among the several tribes.

Arti cle  11. The aforesaid tribes acknowledge their dependence on 
the government of the United States, and promise to be friendly with all 
citizens thereof, and to commit no depredations or other violence upon 
such citizens. And should any one or more violate this pledge, and the 
fact be proved to the satisfaction of the President, the property taken 
shall be returned, or, in default thereof, or if injured or destroyed, com-
pensation may be made by the government out of the annuities. The 
aforesaid tribes are hereby bound to deliver such offenders to the proper 
authorities for trial and punishment, and are held responsible in their tribal 
capacity, to make reparation for depredations so committed.

Nor will they make war upon any other tribes, except in self-defence, 
but will submit all matters of difference between themselves and other 
Indians to the government of the United States, through its agent, for 
adjustment, and will abide thereby. And if any of the said Indians, 
parties to this treaty, commit depredations on any other Indians within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, the same rule shall prevail as that 
prescribed in this article in case of depredations against citizens. And 
the said tribes agree not to shelter or conceal offenders against the laws 
of the United States, but to deliver them up to the authorities for trial.

Art ic le  12. It is agreed and understood, by and between the parties 
to this treaty, that if any nation or tribe of Indians aforesaid, shall violate 
any of the agreements, obligations, or stipulations, herein contained, the 
United States may withhold for such length of time as the President and 
Congress may determine, any portion or all of the annuities agreed to be 
paid to said nation or tribe under the ninth and tenth articles of this 
treaty.

Art ic le  13. The nations and tribes of Indians, parties to this treaty, 
desire to exclude from their country the use of ardent spirits or other 
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intoxicating liquor, and to prevent their people from drinking the same. 
Therefore it is provided, that any Indian belonging to said tribes who is 
guilty of bringing such liquor into the Indian country, or who drinks 
liquor, may have his or her proportion of the annuities withheld from him 
or her, for such time as the President may determine.

Art ic le  14. The aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, west of the 
Rocky Mountains, parties to this treaty, do agree, in consideration of the 
provisions already made for them in existing treaties, to accept the guar-
antees of the peaceful occupation of their hunting-grounds, east of the 
Rocky Mountains, and of remuneration for depredations made by the 
other tribes, pledged to be secured to them in this treaty out of the annu-
ities of said tribes, in full compensation for the concessions which they, in 
common with the said tribes, have made in this treaty.

The Indians east of the Mountains, parties to this treaty, likewise 
recognize and accept the guarantees of this treaty, in full compensation 
for the injuries or depredations which have been, or may be committed 
by the aforesaid tribes, west of the Rocky Mountains.

Art ic le  15. The annuities of the aforesaid tribes shall not be taken 
to pay the debts of individuals.

Art ic le  16. This treaty shall be obligatory upon the aforesaid nations 
and tribes of Indians, parties hereto, from the date hereof, and upon the 
United States as soon as the same shall be ratified by the President and 
Senate.

In testimony whereof the said A. Cumming and Isaac I. Stevens, com-
missioners on the part of the United States, and the undersigned chiefs, 
headmen, and delegates of the aforesaid nations and tribes of Indians, 
parties to this treaty, have hereunto set their hands and seals at the place 
and on the day and year hereinbefore written.
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A. CUMMING. [l . s .] 
ISAAC I. STEVENS, [l .s .]

Piegans.

NEE-TI-NEE, or “ the only chief,” now
called the Lame Bull, his x mark. [L.S] 

MOUNTAIN CHIEF, his x mark. [l .s .]
LOW HORN, his x mark.   [L.S] 
LITTLE GRAY HEAD, his x mark.   [l .s .]
LITTLE DOG, his x mark.   [l .s .]
BIG SNAKE, his x mark.   [l .s .]
THE SKUNK, his x mark.   [l . s ]
THE BAD HEAD, his x mark.   [l .s .]
KITCH-EEPONE-ISTAH, his x mark.   [L.s.]
MIDDLE SITTER, his x mark.   [l .s .]

Bloods.
ONIS-TAY-SAY-NAH-QUE-IM, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE FATHER OF ALL CHILDREN, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE BULL’S BACK FAT, his x mark. [l . s .]
HEAVY SHIELD, his x mark. [l . s .]
NAH-TOSE-ONISTAH, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE CALF SHIRT, his x mark. [l . s .]

Gros Ventres.
BEAR’S SHIRT, his x mark. [l . s .]
LITTLE SOLDIER, his x mark. [l . s .]
STAR ROBE, his x mark. [l . s .]
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SITTING SQUAW, his x mark. [l . s .]
WEASEL HORSE, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE RIDER, his x mark. [l . s .]
EAGLE CHIEF, his x mark. [l . s .]
HEAP OF BEARS, his x mark. [l . s .]

Blackfeet.

THE THREE BULLS, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE OLD KOOTOMAIS, his x mark. [l . s .]
POW-AH-QUE, his x mark. [l . s .]
CHIEF RABBIT RUNNER, his x mark. [l . s .]

Nez Percés.

SPOTTED EAGLE, his x mark. [l . s .]
LOOKING GLASS, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE THREE FEATHERS, his x mark. [l . s .]
EAGLE FROM THE LIGHT, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE LONE BIRD, his x mark. [l . s .]
IP-SHUN-NEE-WUS, his x mark. [l . s .]
JASON, his x mark. [l . s .]
WAT-TI-WAT-TI-WE-HINCK, his x mark. [l . s .]
WHITE BIRD, his x mark. [l . s .]
STABBING MAN, his x mark. [l . s .]
JESSE, his x mark. [l . s .]
PLENTY BEARS, his x mark. [l . s .]

Flathead Nation.

VICTOR, his x mark. [l . s .]
ALEXANDER, his x mark. [l . s .]
MOSES, his x mark. [l . s .]
BIG CANOE, his x mark. [l . s .]
AMBROSE, his x mark. [l . s .]
KOOTLE-CHA, his x mark. [l . s .]
MICHELLE, his x mark. [l . s .]
FRANCIS, his x mark. [l . s .]
VINCENT, his x mark. [l . s .]
ANDREW, his x mark. [l . s .]
ADOLPHE, his x mark. [l . s .]
THUNDER, his x mark. [l . s .]

Piegans.

RUNNING RABBIT, his x mark. [l . s .]
CHIEF BEAR, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE LITTLE WHITE BUFFALO, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE BIG STRAW, his x mark. [l . s .]

Flathead.

BEAR TRACK, his x mark. [l . s .]
LITTLE MICHELLE, his x mark. [l . s .]
PALCHINAH, his x mark. [l . s .]

Floods.

THE FEATHER, his x mark. [l . s .]
THE WHITE EAGLE, his x mark. [l . s .]
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Executed in presence of—
Jame s Doty , Secretary.
Alf re d  J. Vau gh an , Jr.
E. Alw . Hat ch , Agent for Blackfeet.
Tho mas  Adam s , Special Agent Flathead Nation.
R. II. Lan sda le , Indian Agent Flathead Nation.
W. II. Tappan , Sub-Agent for the Nez Percés.
Ja mes  Bir d , )
A. Culb ert son , >- Blackfoot Interpreters.
Ben j . Dero che , )
Benj . Kis er , his x mark, 

Witness, Jame s Dot y ,  Flat Head Interpreters.
Gust av us  Soh on , 
W. Cra ig , 
Del aw ar e Jim , his x mark,  Nez Percé Interpreters.

Witness, Jame s Doty , 
A Cree  Chi ef , (Bro ke n  Arm ,) his mark.

Witness, Jame s  Dot y .
A. J. Hoee keo rsg ,
Jame s Cro ke ,
E. S. Wil son ,
A. C. Jac ks on ,
Cha rl es  Shuc et te , his x mark.
Chr ist . P. Hig gi ns ,
A. H. Rob ie ,
S. S. For d , Jr.

And whereas, the said treaty having been submitted to the Senate of 
the United States for its constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on 
the fifteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, advise and con-
sent to the ratification of the same, by a resolution in the words and 
figures following, to wit:

In  Exec uti ve  Sessi on , Sen at e  of  th e  Uni te d  Sta te s ,
April 15, 1856.

Resolved, (two thirds of the Senators present concurring,) That the • 
Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the articles of agree-
ment and convention made and concluded between the United States and 
the Blackfeet and other tribes of Indians, at the council ground on the 
Upper Missouri River, October seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
five.

Attest: ASBURY DICKINS, Secretary.

Now, therefore, be it known, that I, FRANKLIN PIERCE, President 
of the United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and 
consent of the Senate, as expressed in their resolution of the fifteenth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, accept, ratify, and 
confirm the said treaty.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to 
be hereto affixed, having signed the same with my hand.

Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-fifth day of April, 
 A. D. one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, and of the 

[l .s .] independence of the United States the eightieth. 

FRANKLIN PIERCE.
By the President:

W. L. Mar cy , Secretary of State.
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