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Treaty between the United States of America and the Wyandott Nation of 
Indians.*

JOHN TYLER,
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING :

Whe re as , a treaty was made and concluded at Upper Sandusky, 
Crawford county, Ohio, on the seventeenth day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, between John Johnston, 
commissioner on the part of the United States, and the chiefs, counsellors, 
and headmen of the Wyandott nation of Indians, in full council assembled, 
on the other part:

And whereas said treaty having been submitted to the Senate for its 
constitutional action thereon, the Senate did, on the seventeenth day of 
August one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, advise and consent to 
the ratification of said treaty with certain amendments :

And whereas, the said Indians did, by their chiefs and counsellors, in 
full council assembled, on the sixteenth day of September, one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two, give their free and voluntary assent to the 
amendments made by the Senate in the resolution aforesaid ; which treaty, 
resolution of the Senate making the amendments to said treaty, and the 
assent of the Indians to said amendments, are in the words following, to wit:

JOHN TYLER, President of the United States of America, by 
John Johnston, formerly Agent for Indian Affairs, now a citizen of the 
State of Ohio, commissioner duly authorized and appointed to treat with the 
Wyandott nation of Indians for a cession of all their lands lying and being 
within the States of Ohio and Michigan; and the duly constituted chiefs, 
counsellors, and headmen of the said Wyandott nation, in full council assem-
bled, on the other part; have entered into the following articles and con-
ditions, viz:

Art ic le  I. The Wyandott nation of Indians do hereby cede to the 
United States all that tract of land situate lying and being in the county 
of Crawford and State of Ohio, commonly known as the residue of the 
large Reserve, being all of their remaining lands within the State of Ohio, 
and containing one hundred and nine thousand one hundred and forty- 
four acres, more or less. The said nation also hereby cedes to the United 
States all their right and title to the Wyandott Reserve on bqth sides of 
the River Huron, in the State of Michigan, containing four thousand nine 
hundred and ninety-six acres, be the same more or less, being all the re-
maining lands claimed or set apart for the use of the Wyandotts within 
the State of Michigan; and the United States hereby promises to pay the 
sum of five hundred dollars towards the expenses of removing the Indians 
of the River Huron to Upper Sandusky, but before the latter clause of 
this article is binding on the contracting parties, the consent of the head-
men of the River Huron Wyandotts is to be had in writing.

Art ic le  II. In consideration of the foregoing cession, the United States 
hereby grant to the aforesaid Wyandott nation, a tract of land west of the 
Mississippi River, [in a square or oblong form, as the chiefs of said nation 
may prefer,] to contain one hundred and forty-eight thousand acres, and to 
be located upon any lands owned by the United States, now set apart, or
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dated February 9, 1859.

Grant by the 
U. S. to the Wy-
andotts.

Part in [ ] 
stricken out by 
the amendment.

Post, p. 584.

Cession of 
lands to the U. S.

Negotiators.

Preamble.

March 17, 1842.



582 TREATY WITH THE WYANDOTT INDIANS. Mar ch  17, 1842.

may in future be set apart for Indian use, and not already assigned to any 
other tribe or nation, [and the United States having reserved three sections 
of land of six hundred and forty acres each, within the Shawanoese ter-
ritory, immediately below the junction of the Kanza River with the Mis-
souri, for the purposes of erecting a fort thereon, and it being no longer 
necessary to be retained for that use, they are hereby ceded to the said 
Wyandott nation, both of these cessions to be made in fee simple to the 
Wyandotts, and to their heirs forever.]

Arti cle  III. The United States agree to pay the Wyandott nation a 
perpetual annuity of seventeen thousand five hundred dollars in specie, the 
first payment to be made within the present year, 1842, to enable the 
nation the more speedily to remove to their new home in the west;—this 
includes all former annuities.

Art ic le  IV. The United States agree to make a permanent provision 
of five hundred dollars per annum, for the support of a school, to be under 
the direction of the chiefs, and for no other purpose whatever, the first 
payment to be made three years hence, and afterwards at the payment of 
the annuity in each succeeding year.

Art ic le  V. The United States agree to pay the Wyandotts the full 
value of their improvements in the country hereby ceded by them in 
Ohio and Michigan, which valuation shall be made by two persons to be 
appointed by the President of the United States, who shall be sworn faith-
fully to do justice to the parties, the amount of such valuation to be paid 
at any time after the 1st day of April, 1843, as shall be acceptable to the 
Wyandott chiefs, to meet their arrangements for emigrating.

Art ic le  VI. The United States hereby agree to pay the debts due by 
members of the Wyandott nation to citizens of the United States, amount-
ing to * dollars in conformity to a schedule hereto annexed.

Art ic le  VII. The Wyandotts shall be allowed the use and occupancy 
of their improvements until the 1st of April, 1844, on the condition that they 
nor any persons claiming or occupying under them by lease or otherwise 
shall not commit waste or damage on the premises hereby ceded, but this 
is not to prevent the United States from surveying and selling the land at 
any time previous to the said 1st day of April, 1844.

Art ic le  VIII. The United States engage to provide and support a 
blacksmith and an assistant blacksmith for the Wyandott nation, and to 
furnish annually a sufficient quantity of iron, steel, coal, files, tools, and all 
other things necessary and proper in such an establishment, and to erect a 
suitable shop and house or houses for the residence of the blacksmith and 
his assistant.

Art ic le  IX. The United States engage to maintain and support a sub-
agent and interpreter to reside among the Wyandotts, to aid them in the 
protection of their persons and property, and to manage their intercourse 
with the Government and citizens of the United States.

Art ic le  X. The buildings and farm occupied by the mission of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, shall remain in possession of the present in-
cumbents until the 1st day of April, 1844, and permission is hereby given to 
harvest and remove the crop of fall grain which may be then sown.

Arti cle  XI. All persons identified as members of the Wyandott 
nation, and their heirs, and who may emigrate to the west, shall participate 
equally in the benefits of the annuity, and all other national privileges, 
and it is expressly understood that those who do not emigrate, and any 
that may hereafter cease to remain with the nation, will not be entitled to 
the benefits and privileges aforesaid.

Arti cle  XII. Whereas by the 8th article of the treaty of Miami 
Rapids of September 29th, 1817, there was granted unto Horonu, or
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Cherokee Boy, a Wyandott chief, one section of land to contain six hun-
dred and forty acres, and whereas the said Horonu did, during his life-
time, sell and convey to James Whitaker one quarter-section of said land 
containing 160 acres, which sale was confirmed by the President of the 
United States. The said Horonu died in the month of March, 1826, 
having by his last will bequeathed the remaining three quarter-sections, 
containing 480 acres, to Squeendehtee and Sooharress, or Isaac Williams, 
they being the nearest of kin to the deceased, now to the intent that the 
purposes of the testator may be fully complied with, it is hereby agreed 
the 480 acres of land, as aforesaid, shall be immediately sold under the 
directions of the President of the United States, and the nett proceeds, 
after deducting all expenses, be paid over to the heirs aforesaid.

Art ic le  XIII. The chiefs of the Wyandott nation hereby agree to re-
move their whole people to the west of the Mississippi River without any 
other cost to the United States than the sum of ten thousand dollars ; five 
thousand dollars of which is to be paid the said chiefs when the first 
detachment of their people sets out on their journey to the west, and the 
remaining five thousand dollars on the arrival of the whole nation at the 
place of their destination in the west.

Art ic le  XIV. The United States agree to grant by patent in fee simple 
to each of the following named persons, and their heirs, all of whom are 
Wyandotts by blood or adoption, one section of land of six hundred and 
forty acres each, out of any lands west of the Mississippi * River set apart 
for Indian use, not already claimed or occupied by any person or tribe, 
viz: Silas Armstrong, John M. Armstrong, Matthew R. Walker, William 
Walker, Joel Walker, Charles B. Garrett, George Garrett, George J. 
Clark, Irwin P. Long, Ethan A. Long, Joseph L. Tennery, Robert Rob- 
ertaile, Jared S. Dawson, Joseph Newell, John T. Walker, Peter D. Clark, 
James Rankin, Samuel McCulloch, Elliot McCulloch, Isaiah Walker, Wil-
liam M. Tennery, Henry Clay Walker, Ebenezer Z. Reed, and Joel Walker 
Garrett, and to the following chiefs and councillors one section each, Fran-
cis A. Hicks, James Washington, Squeendehtee, Henry Jaques, Tauroonee, 
Doctor Grey Eyes, George Armstrong, Warpole, John Hicks, Peacock, 
and George Punch. The lands hereby granted to be selected by the 
grantees, surveyed and patented at the expense of the United States, but 
never to be conveyed by them or their heirs without the permission of the 
President of the United States.

Arti cle  XV. The United States agree to pay to William Walker and 
Joel Walker, each, the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars, and to John 
M. Armstrong the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, for services ren-
dered as interpreters in the progress of the negotiation ; and. to Warpole, 
a former chief of the Wyandott nation, one hundred and fifty dollars, 
money expended by him as one of the party who accompanied Joseph 
McCutchen, a former commissioner of the United States, to the city of 
Washington in September, 1839.

Art ic le  XVI. In the year 1812 the houses, barns, stables, fences, horses, 
cattle, and hogs, with farming utensils and household furniture, to a large 
amount, the property of the late William Walker, of Brownstown, in the 
Territory of Michigan, was destroyed by the enemy, while in the occu-
pancy of the United States forces; and by reason of his attachment to 
the cause of his country, being a native citizen, taken prisoner in early life 
by the Wyandott Indians, intermarried, and ever after living among them, 
the evidence of all which is ample and conclusive. There is therefore 
granted unto Catharine Walker, widow of the said William Walker, and 
to his heirs, the sum of three thousand dollars, in full satisfaction of their 
claim, to be paid by the United States to her or them, after the ratification 
of this treaty.
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Art ic le  XVII. There shall be reserved from sale, and forever devoted 
to public use, two acres of ground as near as can be in a square form, to 
include the stone meeting-house and burying-ground near to and north of 
Upper Sandusky, one acre to include the burying-ground on the bank near 
the council-house at Upper Sandusky, and one half acre to include the 
burying-ground on the farm of Silas Armstrong, which several lots of 
ground shall forever remain open and free to all persons for the purpose 
of interment, and houses of worship, and for no other purposes whatever.

Arti cle  XVIII. This treaty shall take effect and be obligatory on the 
contracting parties, as soon as the same shall be ratified by the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof.

In testimony whereof the said John Johnston, commissioner as aforesaid, 
and the chiefs and councillors and headmen of the Wyandott nation in 
open council, at the council-house at Upper Sandusky in the county of 
Crawford, and the State of Ohio, on the seventeenth day of March, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, have set their 
names.

[sea l .] JOHN JOHNSTON.
FRAN. A. HICKS, Principal Chief. 
JAMES WASHINGTON, x 
SQUEENDEHTEE, x 
HENRY JAQUIS, x 
TAUROONE, x
GEORGE ARMSTRONG, x 
DOCTOR GREY EYES, x

Signed in presence of us,

Joh n  W. Bea r , Sub Indian Agent, 
Jame s  Rank in , U. S. Interpreter, 
G. C. Wor th , 
Joh n  Car y , 
Samu el  Newe ll , 
Ste phe n  Fow le r , 
Char le s Gra ha m , 
Joh n  Wal ke r , 
Che ste r  Wel ls , 
I. Dud dl eso n , 
And re w  Gar dn er , jur., 

 Joh n  Just us .

In  th e  Sen at e  of  th e  Uni te d  Sta te s ,

August 17, 1842.
Resolved, (two thirds of the senators present concurring therein,) That 

the Senate advise and consent to the ratification of the treaty between the 
United States of America and the Wyandott nation of Indians, concluded 
at Upper Sandusky, Crawford county, Ohio, on the 17th March, 1842, 
with the following amendments :—

Arti cle  II. Lines 4 and 5, strike out the words “ in a square or oblong 
form as the chiefs of said nation may prefer.”

Art icl e  II. From the word nation in line 10, strike out to the end of 
that article the following words: “ and the United States having reserved 
three sections of land of six hundred and forty acres each, within the 
Shawnoese territory, immediately below the junction of the Kanza River 
with the Missouri, for the purpose of erecting a fort thereon; and it being 
no longer necessary to be retained for that use, they are hereby ceded to

Amendments.
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the said Wyandott nation, both of these cessions to be made in fee simple 
to the Wyandotts and to their heirs forever.”

Art ic le  VI. Insert in the blank line 4, the following words: “ twenty- 
three thousand eight hundred and sixty.”

Arti cle  XIV. Line 6, strike out “ Mississippi,” and insert Missouri.
Attest: (Signed) ASBURY DICKINS,

Secretary.
We, the undersigned, chiefs and counsellors of the Wyandott nation of 

Indians, residing in the State of Ohio, and representing also the Wyan-
dotts of the River Huron, in Michigan, do hereby give our free and vol-
untary assent to the foregoing amendments made by the Senate of the 
United States on the 17th day of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-two, to the treaty concluded by us with the United States on the 17th 
day of March, 1842, the same having been submitted and fully explained 
to us by John Johnston, commissioner on the part of the United States for 
that purpose, in full council assembled.

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands and affixed our 
seals, respectively, at Upper Sandusky, Ohio, the sixteenth day of Septem-
ber, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, 1842.

HENRY JACQUES, Principal Chief, 
this year, his x mark. [l .s .]

JAMES WASHINGTON, his x mark. [l . s .]
DOCTOR GREY EYES, his x mark. [l .s .]
GEORGE PUNCH, sen., his x mark. [l . s .]
TAUROOMEE, his x mark. [l . s .]
JAMES BIG TREE, his x mark. [l . s .]
FRANCIS A. HICKS, [l .s .]

In presence of us,
John  Joh nst on , U. S. Commissioner,
Jame s  Rank in , U. S. Interpreter,
Joh n  Car y ,
Jose ph  Cha ffe e ,
Jam es  Whe el er , Missionary to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

Wyandotts,
Wil li am  M. Bue ll ,
Cha s . Gra ha m , 
H. J. Sta rr .

Now therefore, be it known, that I, JOHN TYLER, President of the 
United States of America, do, in pursuance of the advice and consent of 
the Senate, as expressed in their resolution of the seventeenth day of 
August, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, accept, ratify, and con-
firm the said treaty, with the amendments set forth in the said resolution.

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the United States to be 
hereunto affixed, having signed the same with my hand.

Done at the City of Washington, the fifth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty- 

[l .s .] two, and of the Independence of the United States the sixty-
seventh. *

JOHN TYLER.
By the President:

Fle tc he r  Web ste r , Acting Secretary of State.
vo l . xi. Trea t .—77

Ratification 
Oct. 5, 1842.
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