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fl;lzbdhéo Law 102-538
ngress
An Act

To authorize appropriations for the National Telecommunications and Information  Oct. 27, 1992
Administration, and for other purposes. [H.R. 6180]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, CT:&unimmm

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. Authorization

This Act may be cited as the “Telecommunications Authoriza- * ° %%
tion Act of 1992”.

TITLE I—NATIONAL TELECOMMUNI- Netions!

Tele-

CATIONS AND INFORMATION ADMIN- communications
ISTRATION Administraton
PART A—ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 47 USC 901 note.

This title may be cited as the “National Telecommunications
and Information Administration Organization Act”.

SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS; FINDINGS; POLICY. 47 USC 901.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this title, the following definitions apply:

(1) The term “NTIA” means the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration.

(2) The term “Assistant Secretary” means the Assistant
Secre for Communications and Information.

(3) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of Commerce.

(4) The term “Commission” means the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

(6) The term “Corporation” means the Communications
Satellite Corporation authorized in title III of the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 (47 U.S.C. 731 et seq.).

(b) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the following:

(1) Telecommunications and information are vital to the
{Iublic welfare, national security, and competitiveness of the

nited States,

(2) Rapid technoll-:fwnl advances being made in the tele-
communications and information fields make it imperative that
the United States maintain effective national and international
policies and programs capable of taking advantage of continued
advancements.

(3) Telecommunications and information policies and rec-
ommendations advancing the strategic interests and the inter-
national competitiveness of the United States are essential
aspects of the Nation's involvement in international commerce.

(4) There is a critical need for competent and effective
telecommunications and information research and analysis and
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national and international policy development, advice, and
advocacy by the executive branch of the Federal Government.

(5) As one of the largest users of the Nation’s telecommuni-
cations facilities and resources, the Federal Government must
manage its radio spectrum use and other internal communica-
tions l:'i)perm;ir.ma in the most efficient and effective manner
possible.

(6) It is in the national interest to codify the authority
of the National Telecommunications and Information Adminis-
tration, an agency in the Department of Commerce, as the
executive branch ncy principally ::?onaible for advising
the President on telecommunications information policies,
and for ing out the related functions it currently performs,
as reflected in tive Order 12046.

(c) PoLicy.—The NTIA shall seek to advance the following

policies:

(1) Promoting the benefits of technological development
in the United States for all users of telecommunications and
information facilities.

2 F i national safety and security, economic
prosperity, and the delivery of critical social services through
telecommunications.

(3) Facilitating and contributing to the full development
of competition, efficiency, and the flow of commerce in
domestic and international telecommunications markets.

(4) Fostering full and efficient use of telecommunications
resources, including effective use of the radio spectrum by
the Federal Government, in a manner which encourages the
most beneficial uses thereof in the public interest.

(56) Furthering scientific knowledge about telecommuni-
cations and information.

47 USC 902. SEC. 103. ESTABLISHMENT; ASSIGNED FUNCTIONS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) ADMINISTRATION.—There shall be within the Depart-
ment of Commerce an administration to be known as the
National Telecommunications and Information Administration.

(2) HEAD OF ADMINISTRATION.—The head of the NTIA shall
be an Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Communications
and Information, who shall be appointed by the President,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

(b) AsSSIGNED FUNCTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to section 105(d), the Secretary
shall assign to the Assistant Secretary and the NTIA respon-
gibility for the performance of the Secretary’s communications
and information functions.

(2) COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION FUNCTIONS.—Sub-
ject to section 105(d), the functions to be assigned by the

tary under ph (1) include (but are not limited
to) the followi pmmf\mcﬁom transferred to the by
- ization Number 1 of 1977 and Executive Order

(A) The authority delegated by the President to the
Secretary to assign frequencies to radio stations or classes
of radio stations belonging to and operated by the United
States, including the authority to amend, modify, or revoke
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such assignments, but not including the authority to make

final dismition of appeals from ncy assignments.

(B) authority to authorize a foreign government
to construct and operate a radio station at the seat of
Government of the United States, but only upon rec-
ommendation of the Secretary of State and after consulta-
tion with the Attorney General and the Chairman of the
Commission.

(C) Functions relating to the communications satellite
system, includiﬁeauthority vested in the President by sec-
tion 201(a) of Communications Satellite Act of 1962
(47 U.S.C. 721(a)) and delegated to the Secretary under
Executive Order 120486, to—

(i) aid in the planning and development of the
co ial communications satellite system and the
execution of a national program for the operation of

a system;

(ii) conduct a continuous review of all phases of
the development and operation of such system, includ-
ing the activities of the Corporation;

(iii) coordinate, in consultation with the Secre
of State, the activities of governmental agencies wi
responsibilities in the field of telecommunications, so
as to ensure that there is full and effective compliance
at all times with the policies set forth in the Commu-
nications Satellite Act of 1962;

(iv) make recommendations to the President and
others as appropriate, with respect to steps necessary
to ensure availability and appropriate utilization
of the communications satellite system for general
governmental purposes in consonance with section
201(a)6) of the Communications Satellite Act of 1962
(47 U.S.C. 721(a)6));

(v) help attain coordinated and efficient use of
the electmmz%netic spectrum and the technical
compatibility of the communications satellite system
with existing communications facilities both in the
United States and abroad;

(vi) assist in the preparation of Presidential action
documents for consideration by the President as may
be appropriate under section 201(a) of the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 (47 U.8.C. 721(a)), make
necessary recommendations to the President in connec-
tion therewith, and keep the President informed with
respect to the ing out of the Communications
Satellite Act of 1962;

(vii) serve as the chief point of liaison between
the President and the Corporation.

(D) The authority to serve as the President’s principal
adviser on telecommunications policies pertaining to the
Nation's economic and technological advancement and to
the nig)\uation of the telecommunications indusgy.

(E) The authority to advise the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget on the development of policies
relating to the procurement and management of Federal
telecommunications systems.
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(F) The authority to conduct studies and evaluations
concerning telecommunications research and development

concerning the initiation, improvement, expansion,
testing, operation, and use of Federal telecommunications
systems and advising agencies of the results of such studies
and evaluations.

(G) Functions which involve—

(i) developing and setting forth, in coordination
with the Secretary of State and other interested agen-
cies, plans, policies, and programs which relate to inter-
national telecommunications issues, conferences, and
negotiations;

(ii) coordinating economic, technical, operational,
and related preparations for United States participa-
tion in international telecommunications conferences
and negotiations; and

(iii iding advice and assistance to the Sec-
retary of State on international telecommunications
policies to s en the position and serve the best
interests of the United States in support of the Sec-
m of State’s responsibility for the conduct of foreign

(H) The authority to provide for the coordination of
the telecommunications activities of the executive branch
and assist in the formulation of policies and standards
for those activities, including (but not limited to) consider-
ations of interoperability, privacy, security, spectrum use,
and emergency readiness.

(I) The authority to develop and set forth telecommuni-
cations policies pertaining to the Nation’s economic and
technological advancement and to the regulation of the
talaeommumcatwns industry.

(J) The nsibility to ensure that the views of the
executive b on telecommunications matters are effec-
tively presented to the Commission and, in coordination
with the Director of the Office of Manngament and Budget,
to the Congress.

(K) The authority to establish d?olmes concerning spec-
trum assignments and use by radio stations belonging to
and operated by the United States.

(L) F‘unctmns which involve—

@) developmﬁ in cooperation with the Commission,

a comprehens: t'all - ive long-range plan for improved manage-

ment o ectmmagnehc spectrum resources;

(ii) performing analysis, engineering, and adminis-

trative Egnctmna, mclud.mg the maintenance of nec-

essary files and data bases, as necessary for the

performance of assigned functions for the management
of electromnﬁnetle spectrum resources

(iii) ucting research and analysm of electro-
mn‘fnenc propagatxon, radio systems characteristics,

rating techniques affecting the utilization of

Po tic spectrum in coordination with

spemahsed related research and analysis performed

bt!; other Federal agencies in their areas of responsibil-
1ty; an
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(iv) conducting research and analysis in the gen-
eral field of telecommunications sciences in support
of assigned functions and in support of other Govern-
ment agencies.

(M) The authority to conduct studies and make rec-
ommendations concerning the impact of the convergence
of computer and communications technology.

The authority to coordinate Federal telecommuni-

cations assistance to State and local governments.

(O) The authority to conduct and coordinate economic
and technical analyses of telecommunications policies,
gictivitiea, and opportunities in support of assigned func-

ons

(P) The authonty to contract for studies and reports
relating to any of assigned functions.

(Q) The au b:i; to icipate, as appropriate, in
evaluating the capability of telecommunications resources,
in recommending remedial actions, and in developing policy
options.

(R) The authority to participate with the National
Se::iu;lt Counulp%tha%;ectorofth:&?uof&eg&a
and Technology Policy as they carry ou ir responsibil-
ities under sections 4-1, 4-2, and 4-3 of Executive Order
12046, with respect to emergency functions, the national
communication system, and telecommunications planning
functions.

(S) The authority to establish coordinating committees
pursuant to section 10 of Executive Order 11556.

(T) The authority to establish, as permitted by law,
such interagency committees and working gx::;n!)a
g i d?pt;:::neof e o luammmltmg
wi nts an as may necessary
for the effective performance :i ed functions.

(3) ADDITIONAL OOHMUNICATIONB AND INFORMATION FUNC-
TIONS.—In addition to the functlom described in paragraph
(2), the Secretary under h (1)—

(A) may assign to the performance of func-
tions under section 504(a) of the Communications Satellite
Act of 1962 (47 U.S.C. 753(a)); and

(B)shallmig'ntotheNTIAt.headministrationof
the Public Telecommunications Facilities Program under
sections 390 through 393 of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 390-393), and the National Endowment
for Children’s Educational Television under section 394
of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 394).

SEC. 104. SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES. 47 USC 903,
(a) REVISION OF REGULATIONS.—Within 180 days after the date Federal

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce and the ﬂeﬁ"."";o
NTIA shall amend the De t of Commerce spectrum manage- B
ment document entitled ual of t.lons and Procedures

for Federal Radio Frequen Mnnmn prove Federal s
trum management actl\ntlz and pubhsh in the Federal lﬁ-
ister changes in the regulations in such document.

UIREMENTS FOR REVISIONS.—The amendments required

(b)
by subsection (a) shall

59-194 0—93——26: QL 3 (Pt. 4)
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(1) provide for a period at the beginning of each meeting
of the Interdepartmental Radio Advisory Committee to be open
to the public to make presentations and receive advice, and
provide the public with other meaningful opportunities to make
presentations and receive advice;

(2) include provisions that will require (A) publication in
the Federal Register of major policy proposals that are not
classified and that involve spectrum management, and (B) ade-
quate opportunity for ¢ review and comment on -those

po for publi d th
ropnaalg'

(3) include provisions that will require publication in the
Federal Register of major policy decisions that are not classified
and that involve spectrum management;

spectourn TeRSESMAC tllsiitian bo. made Svalaiie to the
managemen ormation made available to the
public, incl access to electronic databases; and

(5) establish procedures that provide for the 80 pt and
impartial consideration of requests for access to Government
spectrum by the pubhc, which procedures shall include provi-
sions that will require the disclosure of the status and ultimate
disposition of any such request.

(c) CERTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Commerce
shall certify to Congress that the Secretary has complied with
this section.

(d) RADIO SERVICES.—

(1) ASSIGNMENTS FOR RADIO SERVICES.—In assigning fre-
E}t:netes for mobile radio services and other radio services,

Secretary of Commerce shall promote efficient and cost-
effective use of the spectrum to the maximum extent feasible.

(2) AUTHORITY TO WITHHOLD ASSIGNMENTS.—The Secre
of Commerce shall have the authority to withhold or refuse
to assign uencies for mobile radio service or other radio
service in order to further the goal of making efficient and
cost-effective use of the

(3) SPECTRUM PLAN.—By October 1, 1993, the Secretary
of Commerce shall adopt and commence i Jrlementatmn of
a plan for Federal agencies with existing mobile radio systems
to use more s -efficient technologies that are at least
as spectrum-efficient and cost-effective as readily available
commercial mobile radio systems. The plan include a
time schedule for implementation.

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—By October 1, 1993, the Sec-
retary of Commerce shall submit to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Represent-
atives a report summarizing the plan adopted under paragraph
(3), including the lmplementat.lon schedule for the plan.

47 USC 904. SEC. 105. GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) INTERAGENCY FUNCTIONS.—

(1) AGENCY CONSULTATION.—Federal I:%enmes shall consult
with the Assistant Secretary and the TA to ensure that
the conduct of telecommunications activities by such agencies
is consistent with the policies developed u.nder section
103(bX2XK).
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(2) REPORT TO PRESIDENT.—The Secm::{ shall timely sub-
mit to the President each year the report (i uding evaluations
and recommendations) provided for in section 404(a) of the
Communications Sat.elhte Act of 1962 (47 U.S.C. 744(a)).

(3) COORDINATION WITH SECRETARY OF STATE.—The Sec-
retary shall coordinate with the Secretary of State the orm
ance of the functions described in section 103(bX2XC). The

rovide
the Secretary with such assistance, documents, other
mpemmhonumﬂennhleﬂ:eSmtarytowrryoutthm
ns
(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS WITH
MumY-TothemttheAmnta;tlSmtaxydeemsc;tna;
essary to continue terdepartmental Radio Advisory Commi
such Committee shall serve as an advi committee to the
Asamtant Secretary and the NTIA. As permi by law, the Assist-
ant Secretary may establish one or more telecommunications or
information advisory committees (or both) composed of experts in
the telecommunications and/or information areas outside the
Government. The NTIA may also informally consult with industry
as appropriate to carry out the most effective performance of its
functions.
(c) GENERAL PROVISIONS.—
t‘:h(l) Rmmnona.—'lb'l;e Secretary and mthemﬁg issue
su ations as may be necessary to carry out ctions
under this title.

2) SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FROM OTHER AGENCIES.—AIl
executive Nmnmes are authorized and directed to cooperate
with the and to furnish it with such information, support,
and assistance, not inconsistent with law, as it may require
in the performance of its functions.

(8) EFFECT ON VESTED FUNCTIONS.—Nothing in this title
reassigns any function that is, on the date of enactment of
thmAct vested by law or executive order in the Commission,
or the Department of State, or any officer thereof.

(d) REORGANIZATION.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO REORGANIZE.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary maim reassign to another unit of the Department
of Commerce ction (or portion thereof) required to be

to the NTIA by section 103(b).

2) LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may not
make any reassignment of a function (or portion thereof)
requlredtobeamgnedtotheNTIAbymhon 103(b) unless

the Secretary submits to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives a statement

descnb thepmpoaedrem:gnmantandcontmmnganexp]a

the reasons for the mugme
angosuch function (or portion reoD sha]l be effective
until 90 legislative days after the Secretary aubmlta that state-

ment to such Committees. For “J::rpoeea ph,

the term “legislative days” incl onlydqysonw both

Houses of Congress are in session.

(e) LIMITATION ON SOLICITATIONS.—Notwithstanding section 1
of the Act of October 2, 1964 (15 U.S.C. 1522), neither the Secre
theAsmstantBecretary nor any officer or employee of the
shall solicit any gift or bequest of property, bot.ll:] real and personal
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from entity for the purpose of furthering the authorized func-
tions of the if such solicitation would create a conflict of
interest or an appearance of a conflict of interest.

Part B—Special and Temporary Provisions

SEC. 131. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION.

There are authorized to be appropriated for the administration
of the NTIA $17,600,000 for ﬁscag year 1992 and $17,900,000 for
fiscal year 1993, and such sums as may be necessary for increases
resulting from adjustments in pay, retirement, other
employee benefits required by law, and other nondiscretionary costs.

SEC. 132. NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR CHILDREN'S EDUCATIONAL
TELEVISION.

Section 394(h) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
394(h)) is amended—
(1) by striking “1991 and” and inserting in lieu thereof
“1991,”; and
(2) by inserting “, $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1993, and
$6,000,000 for fiscal year 1994” immediately after “1992”.

SEC. 133. PEACESAT PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 2(a) of the Act entitled “An Act to
authorize appropriations for activities of the National Telecommuni-
cations ﬂnclp ormation Administration for Fiscal Years 1990 and
1991”, approved November 15, 1990 (Public Law 101-555; 104
Stat. 2758), is amended—

(1) in parag'raﬁh (2) by striking “the Soviet Union and”;

@ ) b tl:'lkslslé_“ i 1988, signi t has

8 since 3 mfmﬁcan TOgTess
been” and inserting in lieu thereof “in years 1988
and 1989, significant , progress was”; and
(B) by striking “negotiating to acquire” and inserting
in lieu thereof “ag}lu.iring”; and

(3) by striking after parag'raﬂl: (8) and inserting in
lieu thereof the following new pargaap :

“(9) because these activities usted the funds previously
appropriated for the PEACESAT program, Congress authorized
to be appropriated $1,000,000 for g;cal year 1990 and such
sums as nacessniyh:ur fiscal year 1991 for use by the Secretary
of Commerce in negotiation for and acquisition of satellite
capacity and equipment under subsection (cX1) of this section
and the management and operation of satellite communications
services under subsection (¢)(2) of this section;

“(10) while no funds were appropriated for fiscal year
1990 because of the availability of carry-over funds, Congress
appropriated $1,000,000 for fiscal year 1991 for the ongoing
maintenance and operation of the GOES-3 satellite, for the
administration of the PEACESAT program, for the acquisition
and installation of earth stations and the training of engineers
to operate the Earth stations, and for the s of a long-
term solution to the satellite needs of the PEACESAT program;

“(11) with these funds, the PEACESAT program been
reestablished, over 20 new Earth terminals have been installed
(some at the nse of the individual user groups), and the
use of the PEACESAT network is expanding;
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“(12) while the PEACESAT program has now been reestab-
lished, additional funding continues to be necessary for the
i adm:mntrahw and operational expenses of the
pmamandespeemllyforthemqmmhonof:at-
elhtempau

%la)thnmmmﬁthePEACESATprngrmtothe
ucational and cultural communications in the Pacific Ocean
region makes it imperative that the of Commerce
and the PEACESA' uuruoxploreaverya option for
long-term satellite capacity, including the pmblhty of using
foreign-owned satellites or in joint ventures with for-
eigne:t;t‘it::latouhafythm -term needs for transmisgion
capaci
“(14) whether or not a domestic or foreign-owned satellite
%‘worw 1t1tshamha]tothanh1evemnt
of Uni policy goals headquarters, manage-
ment, and o tion of the PEACESAT program be located
and cond in the United States.”.
(b) AU'I'HOR:IZATION .—The first sentence of section 2(d) of such
Act of November 15, 1990 (104 Stat. 2758), is amended by striking
all through “fiscal {:ar 1991” and i in lieu thereof “There
are authorized to be appropriated $400, for fiscal year 1992
and $1,500,000 for fiscal year 1993”.

SEC. 134. COMMUNICATIONS FOR RURAL HEALTH PROVIDERS. 4‘211280 254r

(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this section to improve the
ability of rural health provi to use communications to obtain
health information and to consult with others eoncarmnlgbtdl:e deliv-
ery of patient care. Such enhanced communications ity may

(1) im and extending the training of rural health
pmfemon:llm
(2) improving the continuity of patient care in rural areas.

(b) ADV1SORY PANEL.—The Secretary of Commerce, in eomunc- Establishment.
honmththeSauetaryofHoalthandHumanSeﬂwu, estab-
lish an advisory panel (hereafter in this section referred to as
the "Panel") to dwelop recommendations for the improvement of
rural health care through the collection of information needed by

iders and the improvement in the use of communications to
glmammtemchmfomahon.

(c) CoMPOSITION OF PANEL.—The Panel shall be eomposed of
individuals from organizations with rural constituencies
mctmoneru from health care disci , representatives of t.he

of Medicine, an repreaantatim of different
healt.hpmfewonslchooh mcludmg nurse itioners.

(d) SELECTION OF CONSULTANTS.—The Panel may select consult-
antatoproudeadneetothe?amlregardmgthetypuofinforma—
tion that rural health care practitioners need procedures to

thermddlmmahluchmfo&mnm:ndthe ofmmmu—
health care

(e) REPORT TO Oomonnsa.—Not later t.han 1 year after the

Pnnoluutnbhahedundermhom(b %
mdpnpmmdlubmt,toﬁnCommtteeon

and the Committee on Labor and
HummRmureuoftheSemhmdthaCommtteeonEnersy
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and Commerce of the House of Representatives, a report summariz-
ing the recommendations made by the Panel under subsection (b).
(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is authorized
to_be appropriated to the Secre! of Commerce to carry out
this section $1,000,000 to remain available until expended.
SEC. 135. REPORT ON THE ROLE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN HATE
CRIMES.,

(a) REQUIREMENT OF REPORT.—Within 240 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the NTIA, with the assistance of the
Commission, the nt of Justice, and the United States
Commission on Civi Rightn,aha]lgﬂreparenra rt on the role
of telecommunications in crimes of hate and violent acts against
ethnic, religious, and racial minorities and shall submit such report
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate.

(b) ScopE oF REPORT.—The report required by subsection (a)

(1) analyze information on the use of telecommunications,
including broadcast television and radio, cable television, public
access television, computer bulletin boards, and other electronic
media, to advocate and encourage violent acts and the commis-
sion of crimes of hate, as described in the Hate Crimes Statistics
act (28 U.S.C. 534), against ethnic, religious, and racial minori-

es.

(2) include any recommendations deemed appropriate and
necessary by the Nﬁ‘IA.

TITLE II-FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

SEC. 201. TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM.

Section 4(gX2)D) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
:.}?4(3)}2)&13%;18 amended by striking “1992” and inserting in lieu
ereof “ .

SEC. 202, HAWAII MONITORING STATION.

Section 9a) of the Federal Communications Commission
Authorization Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-594; 102 Stat. 3024)
is amended by striking “1989, 1990, 1991, and 1992” and inserting
in lieu thereof “1991, 1992, 1993, and 1994”.

SEC. 203. CLARIFICATION OF COMMISSION REFUND AUTHORITY.

Section 204(a)(1) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
20“&)(1)()1??% d ch d inserting in li
y 8 g “an increase arge” and i ing in lieu
thereof “a revised charge”;
(2) by striking “or increased” and inserting in lieu thereof
“or(3).b”;atriking“in ased charges” and inserting in li
y cre and inse in lieu
thereof “revised 3
(4) by striking “ increased, or sought to be increased”
and inserting in lieu reof “new or revised charge, or a
proposed new or revised charge”; and



PUBLIC LAW 102-538—OCT. 27, 1992 106 STAT. 3543

(5) by striking “increased charge” and inserting in lieu
thereof “new or revised charge”.

SEC. 204. ELECTRONIC FILING OF APPLICATIONS.

(a) WAIVER OF FREQUENCY OR SPECTRUM CLAIM.—Sections 304
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 304) is amended

by st.nkmg “signed a waiver of” and inserting in lieu thereof

(b) SIGNING OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS.—Section 308(b) of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 308('b)) is amended by
inse; “in any manner or form, including by electronic means,
as the ission may prescribe by regulation” mmedmtely before
the period at the end.

(c) SIGNING OF CONSTRUCTION PERMIT APPLICATIONS. —-Sectlon
319(a) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 319(a)) is
amended by inserting “in any manner or form, including by elec-
tronic means, as the Commission may prescribe by regulation”
immediately before the period at the end.

SEC. 205. LICENSED OPERATORS.

Section 318 of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.

B s e striking “(3) stati in broadeasting othe

stations e T

than those e primarily in the (:t.mnof1.'el::rt:radl:m;‘tmg ting
the s%nals of broadcast stations)”; and

(2) by striking “(4)” and inserting in lieu thereof “(3)".

SEC. 208. STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR FORFEITURE PROCEEDINGS.

Section 503(b)6) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
503(b)6)) is amended—

(1) by striking “so long as such violation occurred within
3 J&m prior to date of issuance of such required notice”;
an

_(2) by addmg at the end the fo : “For purposes of

paragraph te of commencement thae current term

ofsuchhcenae meanathedateofcommeneementofthelast
term of license for which the licensee has been granted a
license by the Commission. A separate license term shall not
be deemed to have commenced as a result of continuing a
license in effect under section 307{1:) ‘pending decision on an
application for renewal of the license.”.

SEC. 207. TELEPHONE OPERATOR SERVICES.

Usgectmn d%ﬁ);;lm of the Cummmucahnns Act of 1934 (47
226( is am inserting “and aggregators”
immediately after “operator servwes’y

SEC. 208. GIFT AND BEQUEST AUTHORITY.

Section 4(g) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
154{{3) is amended by adding at the end the following new para-

“(SXAJ Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in further-
ance of its functions the Commission is authorized to t, hold,
administer, and use unconditional glﬁa donatums and uests
of real, personal and other pro thnnr.l:x voluntaqr and
uncompensated services, as au by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code).
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Regulations.

47 USC 303 note.

“(B) The Commission, for purposes of providing radio club and
military-recreational call mEna, may l:mhze the vulunta.ry
uncompensated, and unreimbursed services of amateur
organizations authorized by the Commission that have tnx-exempt.
itgastém under section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code of

“C) Fur the purpose of Federal law on income taxes, estate
taxes, and g1.ﬂ;taxea rty or services accep ted under the author-
ity ofsubp Age bedeemadtobeaglft,bequest
or devise to the mted States.

“(D) The Commission shall te regulations to carry
out the provisions of this parag'mp regulations shall include
provisions to preclude the acceptance of any gift, t, or dona-

tion that would create a conflict of interest or the appearance
of a conflict of interest.”.

SEC. 209, CHANGES TO SCHEDULE OF CHARGES,
(a) FEEs FOR LOW-EARTH ORBIT SATELLITE SYSTEMS.—The

Schedule of C under section 8(g) of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 158{g)} is amended lgnmer at the end
of the matter under the heading “Common ices” the
following:
“22. Low-Earth Orbit Satellite Systems
a. Anthont}r to Construct (per system of tech-
b. honformnntytohunchlndOpeﬂte( system o
; identical satellites). i 210,000.00
i or (?ur request) 6,000.00
d. M (per 15,000.00
e.Spauanempu[nry or Waiver of Prior Construction 1.800.00
f. Amendment of (ﬂ 3,000.00
g- Extension of Conslrm:hnn it/Launch Authorization (per
request). 1,600.00".

(b) FEE FOR INSPECTION OF GREAT LAKES VESSELS.—The matter
under the heading “MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES” in the Schedule
of Charges for section 8(g) of the Communications Act of 1934
(47 US.C. 158(g)) is amended by striking “360.00” in item 3.c.
(relating to the inspection of vessels under the Great Lakes Agree-
ment) and inserting in lieu thereof “75.00”,

SEC. 210. TOWER SAFETY ACCOUNTABILITY.

(a) LiaBiLrry EXTENDED TO TOWER OWNERS.—Section 303(
of the Commumutlons Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 303(q)) is amen
by inserting “ andthetowerowmrmanymmwhmhthe
owneh risnotthepermtteeorheonsee immediately after “permittee
or licensee”.
(b) LIABILITY FOR FORFEITURE.—Section 503(bX5) of the
Commuttlf}ntgyom Act of 193;;47 Ustg_ 533(1:)55» is amended—
striking “sys or” and inserting in lie
thereof moperator,", :}
(2)b inserting “, or in the case of violations of section
tL,u the person involved is a nonlicensee tower owner
previously received notice of the obligations imposed
by section 303(q) from the Commission or ittee or
gom'z( - who uses that tower” immediately “gection
e
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by subsection
[Aagtshnlltakeoﬂ‘ectSOdaysaﬁerthedateofenactmantofthia
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SEC. 211. REVIEW OF LICENSE TRANSFER.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR HEARING.—The Federal Communications
Commission shall not approve any assignment or transfer of control
of a license held by any eorgoration identified in subsection (b)
without first holding a full hearing on the record, with notice
and opportunity for comment.

) APPLICABILITY.—Subsection (a) adl:glies to any corporation
holding a television broadcast license, transfer of which was
approved by the Federal Communications Commission on November
14, 1985, and which is a corporation owned or controlled directly
or indirectly bgea corporation organized pursuant to the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.).

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Federal Communications
Commission shall submit a reﬁrt to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate concerning
the proposed transfer 30 days prior to authorizing any such transfer.
The report required this subsection shall include a review of
the consistency of transfer with the Commission’s minority
ownership policies.

(d) WAIVER.—The requirements of subsections (a) and (c) shall
not apply in any case in which the Native Regional corporation
identified in subsection (b) requests in writing that this section
be waived by the Federal Communications Commission.

SEC. 212. COMMUNICATIONS SUPPORT FROM OLDER AMERICANS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR GRANTS AND COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—
Section 6(a) of the Federal Communications Commission Authoriza-
tion Act of 1988 (47 U.S.C. 154 note) is amended—

(1) by striking “1988, 1989, 1990, and 1991” and inserting
in lieu thereof “1992 and 1993”; and
(2) by inserting “designated by the of Labor under

title V of the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3056

et seq.)” immediately after “private nonprofit organizations”.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—Section 6(b) of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission Authorization Act of 1988 (47 U.S.C. 154 note)
is amended—

(1) by adding “or” at the end of paragraph (2);
(2) by striking paragraph (3); and
(3) by redesignating paragraph (4) as paragraph (3).

SEC. 213. TELEPHONE RATES FOR MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES
DEPLOYED ABROAD.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Communications Commission
shall make efforts to reduce telephone rates for Armed Forces
personnel in the following countries: Germany, Japan, Korea, Saudi
Arabia, Great Britain, Italy, Philippines, Panama, Spain, Turkey,
Iceland, the Netherlands, Greece, Cuba, Belgium, Portugal, Ber-
muda, Diego Garcia, Egypt, and Honduras.

(b) FAcTrors To CONSIDER.—In making the efforts described
in subsection (a), the Federal Communications Commission, in
coordination with the Department of Defense, Department of State,
and the National Telecommunications and Information Administra-
tion shall consider the cost to military personnel and their families
of placing telephone calls by—

47 USC 201 note.
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(1) evaluating and analyzing the costs to Armed Forces
mrsonaxlx’erlozfd such telephone calls to and from American military

uchm) evaluate methods of reducing the rates imposed on
8 Cau!

(3) determine the extent to which it is feasible for the
Federal Communications Commission to encourage the carriers
to adopt flexible billing procedures and policies for members
of the Armed Forces and their families for telephone calls
to and from the countries listed in subsection (a); an

(4) advise executive branch agenclea of methods for the
United States to persuade fo governments to reduce the
surcharges that are often placed on such telephone calls.

47 USC 303 note. SEC, 214. AM RADIO IMPROVEMENT STANDARD.

The Federal Communications Commission shall—

(1) within 60 days after the date oi' enactment of this
Act, initiate a to adopt a % radio stereo-
phonic transmitting equipment standard that spec:ﬁes the com-
position of the transmitted stereophonic signal; and

(2) within one year after such date of enactment, adopt
such standard.

Approved October 27, 1992.
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