PUBLIC LAW 102-533—OCT. 27, 1992 106 STAT. 3515
Public Law 102-533

102d Congress
An Act
To authorize appropriations for the National Railroad Passenger Corporation, and Oct. 27, 1992
for other purposes. [H.R. 4250]
Beuemwdbythc&mteandeofRepmnmumof
the United States of America in Congress assembled, Amtrak

Authorization
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. and

This Act may be cited as the “Amtrak Authorization and Devel- SeyeloPment

opment Act”. 45 USC 501 note.
SEC. 2. SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS,
Title VIII of the Rail Passenger Service Act (45 U.S.C. 642
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following new section:
“SEC. 811. RAIL AT-GRADE CROSSINGS. 45 USC 650.
“(a) ELIMINATION.—The Secretary, in consultation with the
States along the main line of the No Corridor, shall develop

a plan by September 30, 1993, for the elimination of all highway
at-grade crossings of such main line by December 31, 1997.
“(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The plan developed under subsection (a) may
rovnde that the elimination of a wway at-grade crossing not
uired if ehmmnm:ﬁ such crossing is impracticable or unneces-
saryandtheuseof e crossing will be consistent with such
conditions as the considers appropriate to ensure safety.
“c) FUNDING.—The ention shall pay 20 percent of the
cost of the elimination of highway at- crossing pursuant
to the plan.”.
SEC. 3. EXPERIMENTATION WITH NEW TECHNOLOGIES.

; 'I'lt)le{Vl]Iofthell:aalP o SemeeAz;y(ﬁ USCtBtﬁg
et seq.) (as amended by section 2) is amended adding a
end the following new section:

“SEC. 812. EXPERIMENTATION WITH NEW TECHNOLOGIES. 45 USC 650b.

“(a) PLAN.—The Corporation shall develop a plan for the dem-
onstration of new technologies in rail passenger elmpmant. Such
plan shall provide that any new eqmpment procured
honthatmugmﬁeany npeedsmrmsnngrall
facilities be demonstrated, to the extent practicable, through-
out the national intercity rail passenger system.

“(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Corporation shall, not later
than September 30, 1993, submit to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a um

summarizing the lande under subsection (a), incl
its goals, locatlons for te(:hno ogy demonstration, and a schedule
for lmplemenmtmn of the plan.

“(c) COOPERATION.— ;Eo in order to facilitate
efforts to increase train speeds ughout tha nahonal intercity

rail passenger system, shall, upon request by eligible applicants,
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45 USC 856.

consult and cooperate, to the extent feasible, with such apcrlicanta
proposing technology demonstrations authorized and funded pursu-
ant to Federal law.”.

SEC. 4. NORTHEAST CORRIDOR PROGRAM MASTER PLAN.

(a) AMENDMENT.—Title VII of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 851 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:

“SEC. 708. PROGRAM MASTER PLAN.

“Within 1 year after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary, in consultation with the Corporation and the com-
muter and freight railroads operating over the Northeast Corridor
main line between Boston, Massachusetts, and New York, New
York, shall develop and submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a program
master plan for a coordinated p of improvements to such
main line that will permit the establishment of regularly scheduled,
safe, and dependable rail passenger service between Boston,
Massachusetts, and New York, New York, including appropriate
intermediate stops, in 3 hours or less. Such plan lea]l include—

“(1) a description of the implications of such improvements
for the regional transportation system, including the probable
effects on general travel trends and on travel volumes in other
transportation modes, and the implications for State and local
governments in attaining compliance with the Clean Air Act;

“(2) an identification of the coordinated program of improve-
ments and the specific dprojacta that comprise that program,
including their estimated costs, schedules, timing, and relation-
ship with other projects;

“(3) an identification of the financial responsibility for the
sgeciﬁc mjm that comprise the program, and the sources
of those funds;

“(4) an operating plan for the period of construction of
the improvements demonstrating a coordinated approach to
scheduling intercity and commuter trains;

“(6) an operating plan, for the period after completion of
the program, for the coordinated scheduling of intercity and
commuter trains, including the provision of priority scheduling,
dispatching, and occupancy of tracks for appropriately frequent,
regnlaﬂ{escheduled intercity rail passenger service of 3 hours
or less between Boston, Massachusetts, and New York, New
York, with appropriate intermediate stops;

“(6) a comprehensive plan to control future congestion on
the Northeast Corridor attributable to increases in intercity
and commuter rail passenger service;

“(7) an assessment of long-term operational safety needs
and a list of specific projects designed to maximize operational
safety; and

(B) any comments the Corporation submits to the Secretary
regarding the contents of the ;En

The Secretary shall submit to the Co ss any modifications made
to the grogram master plan, along with any comments the Corpora-
tion submits to the Secretary rega.rdj%‘ such modifications.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of contents for the
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 is
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amended by inserting after the item relating to section 707 the
following new item:

“Sec. 708. Program master plan.”, :

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF PREFERRED STOCE.

Section 304(c) of the Rail Passenger Service Act (45 U.S.C.
Mg}lsammdedbyaddmgattheendthefollmngnewpara

grap!

“(4) No amendment to the articles of incorporation of the Cor-
poration shall be mredfortheuuunneeoftheprefermdstock
mqmredtobemuedpunuanttothmmbmhon :

SEC. 6. PROPERTY FINANCING.

Section 306(n) of the Rail Paasenger Service Act (45 U.S.C.
Wﬁ)))ﬁ?ﬁl‘he%m ti “all?all tberequn‘ed addi-
“(n ration no any
homltamasaeg:aquemeoﬁtsaxpendxtumofﬁxgghmm
or improve real pmpert.y[ eqmpment, faulmesE or right-of-way mate-

rials or structures the provision of
rail passenger service. For P this subaachon, ‘additional
taxes’ memtaxesorfm(ggontheaeqmmuon improvement,
°"3?§§“"' e e
an on es or on a

of real , or on the value of real y which is not
attributable to improvements made, or operation of such

improvements, bytheC ration.

“2) For %o this subsection, the term ‘Corporation’
includes the rporahons railroad subsidiaries and any lessors
and lessees of the Corporation or its railroad subsidiaries.”.

SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS —Sechon 601 of the
Ra}lul:’aasenger Service Act (45 US.C. 601) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 601. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“(a) CAPITAL ACQUISITION AND CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT.—
“(1) NORTHEAST CORRIDOR.—There are authorized to be

a riated to the Secre for the benefit of the ration
fol:'pg‘ghng capital expendlugres under title VII of tﬁg?:ﬂmad

Revitalization and Reg‘ulatnry Improvement Act of 1976 (45

US.C. 85letse
:2 0000001‘0rﬁscalyear1993 and
“B) 50000000forﬁscalyear1
“(2) GENERAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES .—There are author-
medtobeappro iated to the Secretary for the benefit of
the Corpora n making capital expenditures under this

2250,000.000 for fiscal year 1993; and
) $250,000,000 for fiscal year 1994.
“(3) NEW CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the amounts appropriated pursu-
ant to paragraphs (1) and (2), not more than 15 percent
of each amount shall be made available for projects
described in subparagraphs (B) and (C) of this paragraph.

“(B) CORRIDORS BETWEEN DENSELY POPULATED
CITIES.—(i) Except as provided in clause (ii), funds made
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available under subparagraph (A) shall be used to develop

new intercity rail passenger service on corridors—

“(I) between cities undergoing significant popu-
lation growth; and

“(II) where such service can reasonably be expected
to provide travel times comparable with other surface

R e Al s ded for the

ii ounts s n or purposes
described in clause (i) only ifex service is requested by

a State or States and the Corporation and such State

or States that—

at least 90 percent of the cost of the acquisition
of rolling stock for such service shall be paid by the

Corporation; and

“(II) at least 90 percent of the cost of improvements
in the right-of-way, including track structure, signal
systems, passenger station facilities, highway and
pedestrian grade ings, and other safety equipment
or facilities, shall be paid by the State or States.

“(iii) Service described in clause (i) shall be subject
to section 403(b) with respect to operating expenses.

“(C) LONG DISTANCE RAIL PASSENGER CORRIDOR DEVEL-
OPMENT.—(i) Except as provided in clause (ii), funds made
available under subparagraph (A) shall be used to initiate
new long distance intercity rail passenger service.

“(ii) Amounts shall be eﬁnded for the purposes
described in clause (i) only if service is requested by
a State or States and the Corporation and such State
or States that—

“d;atleant 75 percent of the cost of the isition
of rolling stock for such service shall be paid by the
Corporation; and

“(II) at least 90 percent of the cost of improvements
in the right-of-way, including track structure, signal
systems, passenger station anc:hl}seséfeht;ghway anctl'
pedestrian grade crossings, an r en
or facilities, ahaﬂbepm%ytheStateorSta&?l e

- “(m)Serm;ed&smbedzadaﬂuhallbesubject

section 403(b) with respect to operai expenses.

“(b) OPERATING EXPENSES.—

“(1) CorRE SYSTEM.—There are authorized to be appro-
Pﬁat.ad to the Secretary for the benefit of the Corporation

or operatixgi nses—
! E?f,ooo,ooo for fiscal year 1993; and
“(B) $381,000,000 for fiscal year 1994.

Of the amounts appropriated in sub phs (A) and (B),
r ymen opera expenses under section 403(b
of this & for service in operation as of September 30, 1992.
“(2) NEW STATE-SUPPORTED SERVICE.—There are authorized
to be appropriated to the Secretary for the benefit of the Cor-
ration for operating losses under section 403(b) of this Act
r service commencing after September 30, 1992—
“(A) $7,500,000 for fiscal year 1993; and
The exponditure by the Corporadionof funds appropriaed f
e expenditure ration a ria or
opemﬁngloamundersechon%)ofthinxct or service
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commencing after September 30, 1992, shall not be considered

tobeanoperaﬁngexpenseforpumaesnfcalmlatingthe

revenue-to-operating expense ratio of the Corporation.

“(c) MANDATORY PAYMENTS.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated to the Secretary $150,000,000 for fiscal year 1993, and
suchsumsumaybeneoauaryforﬁscalyear 1994, for the payment

of—

“(1) tax liabilities under section 3221 of the Internal Reve-
nue Code of 1986 due in such fiscal in excess of amounts
needed to fund benefits for individuals who retire from the
Corporation and for their beneficiaries;

“(2) obligations of the Corporation under section 8(a) of

Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act (45 U.S.C. 358(a))
due in such fiscal years in excess of its obligations calculated
on an experience-rated basis; and

“(3) obligations of the do;?amtxon due under section 3321
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

Funds appropriated under this subsection shall not be considered
a Federal subsidy of the Corporation,

“(d) ADMINISTRATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Funds appropriated
ursuant to this section shall be made available to the Secretary
urin%othe fiscal year for which appropriated, except that appﬂaria-

tions for capital acquisitions and improvements lmxabe made in
an appropriations Act for a fiscal year p i fiscal year
in wﬁu:h the appropriation is to be available for obligation. Funds
appropriated are authorized to remain available until expended.
Appropriated sums shall be paid by the Secretary to the Corporation
for expenditure by it in accordance with the Secretary’s budget
request as approved or modified by Congress at the time of appro-
priation. Payments by the Secretary to the Corﬁoration of appro-
riated funds shall made no more frequently than every 90
ys, unless the Corporation, for good cause, requests more frequent
payment before the expiration of any 90-day .

“(e) SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS.—In each fiscal year in which
funds are authorized to be appropriated under this section, pag;
ments by the Set:retuﬁv to the Corporation of appropriated fun
shall be made on the following basis—

“(1)50pemntontheﬁrstdayofaﬁsca]gear;

“(2) 25 percent on the first day of the second quarter
of a fiscal year; and

“(3)25Pemntontheﬁmtdayofthethirdquarterof
a fiscal year.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 403(b)X1)XBXiii) of the
Rail Passe Service Act (45 U.S.C. 563(b)1)XB)iii)) is amended
by striking “and 50 percent of the associated capital costs” and
inserting in lieu thereof “and, except as provided in section 601(a),
50 percent of the associated capital costs”.

(¢) REPEAL.—Section 602 of the Rail Passenger Service Act
(45 U.S.C. 602) is repealed.

SEC. 8. DEFINITION.

Section 103 of the Rail Passenger Service Act (45 U.S.C. 502)
" (1) by redesignating paragraphs (13) through (17) as para:
as -
graphs (14) through ﬁ'fél respectively; and
(2 b{ inserting after paragrapil (12) the following new
paragrapn:
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45 USC 650c.

45 USC 6560d.

“(13) ‘Northeast Corridor’ has the meaning given such term
in section 701(c) of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 851(c)).”.

SEC. 9. HIGH SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT.

Title VIII of the Rail Passenger Service Act (45 U.S.C. 642
et seq.) (as amended by section 3) is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 813. HIGH SPEED RAIL CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT.

“(a) ENCOURAGEMENT AND ASSISTANCE.—The Corporation shall,
upon reasonable request by States, political subdivisions, regional
partnerships, Lsrivate sector representatives, and other qualified
?ersons, consult and cooperate with such parties to the extent
easible to assist the efforts of such parties to achieve high-speed
rail service through equipment upgrades, grade-crossing safety
improvements, and incremental infrastructure improvements on
existing railroad facilities utilized by the Corporation, other than
the Northeast Corridor.

“(b) REPORT.—The Corporation shall submit a written report
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of gp—
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate by September 30, 1993, on the Cor-
poration’s efforts under subsection (a{”.

SEC. 10. DISCONTINUATION, MODIFICATION, OR ALTERATION OF CER-
TAIN RAIL PASSENGER SERVICES.

Section 403(d) of the Rail Passenger Service Act (456 U.S.C.
563(d)) is amended by inserting at the end the following: “Notwith-
standing the second sentence of this subsection, on any date
between October 1, 1993, and September 30, 1995, if the service
operated pursuant to this paragraph on a route during the previous
6-month period has a short-term avoidable loss, the Corporation
may elect to consider discontinuance, modification, or adjust.ment
of such service. If such election is made, the Corporation shall
solicit public comment on alternatives to discontinuance, modifica-
tion, or adjustment of such service. The public comment period
shall be at least 30 days. Within 60 days after the expiration
of that comment period, the Corporation may discontinue, modify,
or ac}iust such service so that there is no short-term avoidable
loss for operation of service pursuant to this subsection on the
route. For ses of this paragraph the calculation of short-
term avoidable loss shall not include the cost of providing passenger
equipment required to operate such service.”,

SEC. 11. EMERGENCY TRAINING AND RESPONSE.

Title VIII of the Rail Passenger Service Act (45 U.S.C. 642
et seq.) (as amended by section 9) is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 814. EMERGENCY TRAINING AND RESPONSE.

“(a) TASK FORCE.—The Corporation, together with representa-
tives from each of the on-bo service and operating crafts and
unions, shall form a task force ;o egfnsider reu}mmmona for
improving emergency training and performance of on- service
and operating crewcljlraembers. A representative of the Federal Rail-
road ﬁministration shall serve on the task force. The task force
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shall convene its first meeting within 90 days following the date
of enactment of this section.

“(b) MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED.—The task force formed under
subsection (a) shall consider, at a minimum—

“(1) whether the Corporation’s e training and drill
program as presently constituted is ﬂ unte,andlfnot in
what ways it can be augmented or im

“(2) whether medical first-aid training, including
cardxopulmonary raausc:tanon. should be required for all on-
board service crew mi
= "‘(3)‘ whether the gﬁrtf::a!tgmns requirements w:ltol:l respect

employee responsi or passenger evacua emer-
communications, crew coordination, and disaster response
d be coordinated; and
"‘(4) whether certification of the Corporation’s e emergency
demtrand evacuation p ures by the Federal
I de the :tt;on mmwmm hs (1) through
n considering matters in paragrap
(4), the task force shall address relevant g:llgr recommendations
and findings by the National Transportation
“(c) REPORT.—Not later than June 1, 1993, taak force shall
reporttot.heCommitteeonEnergyandCommerce of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate on its findings in subsection (b),
together with a summary of actions lmplemented to date and rec-
ommendations for future action.”.

SEC. 12. COLUMBUS AND GREENVILLE RAILWAY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title V of the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 U.S.C. 821 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:

“SEC. 518. COLUMBUS AND GREENVILLE RAILWAY. 45 USC 838.

“(a) LIMITATION OF UNITED STATES INTEREST.—Notwithstand-
ing any other provision of this title, the Secretary shall limit the
interest of the United States in debt of the Columbus and
Greenville Railway under sections and 511 of this title to
an interest wh:ch attaches to such debt in the event of (1) bank-
m tey, or (2] substanha] sale or liquidation of the assets of the

of which are not reinvested in the operations
oft.herulroad The Secretary may substitute for the evidence
of such debt contingency notes payable solely from the railroad
tﬁ:rat.l.ng assets then securing such debt, incl remvestment:
reof, or such other con notes as the
appro riate and which conform to t.ermumthmsectwn.

) HIGHER PRIORITY FOR NEW DEBT.—If the interest of the
United States is limited under subsection (a) of this section, any
newdebtmuedbyluchmlroadsubeelt:enththemsmoeof
the debt described in such subsection may have such higher priority
in the event of bankruptcy, hqmdatlon, or abandonment of the
ass&:: of such a :.lg'oad than the de deacrihad in such subsection
as the Secretary railroad agree.

(b) CONFORMING Amn%—m table of contents in the
first section of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform
Act of 1976 is amended by inserting immediately after the item
relating to section 517 the following new item:

“Sec. 518. Columbus and Greenville Railway.”.
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45 USC 650e.

Reports.

Regulations.

Regulations.

SEC. 13. NEW YORK CITY STATION FACILITIES.

Title VIII of the Rail Passenger Service Act (456 U.S.C. 642
et seq.) (as amended by section 11) is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“SEC. 815. NEW YORK CITY STATION FACILITIES.

“The Corporation shall develop a plan for new or redeveiﬂ:ed
station facilities in New York City, New York, to accommodate
the intercity rail passenger service requirements of the Corporation,
along with needs of the commuter rail services currently using
New York Penn Station. In devalox: the plan, the Corgoratinn
shall consider use of the James mi‘arley Post Office building
as the pri facility for handling intercity Ksengers, shall evalu-
ate sources of State, local, and private funding therefor, and shall
determine the future allocation of s and costs in the existing
New York Penn Station and new facilities among all transportation
services using the facilities. The plan shall be predicated upon
completing the project without Federal funds appropriated for the
Corporation. The Corporation shall submit a report to the Commit-
tee on Energy and Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate on such plan no later than April 1, 1993.”.

SEC. 14. LOCOMOTIVE CONSPICUITY.

Section 202 of the Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970 (45
U.S.C. 431) is amended by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(u) LocoMOTIVE CONSPICUITY.—

“(1) The Secretary shall conduct a review of the Department
of Trans; tion’s rules with respect to locomotive conspicuity
and shall complete the Department’s current locomotive con-
zgicuit.y research no later than December 31, 1993. As

this review, the Secretary shall collect relevant data from
operational experience by railroads having enhanced conspicu-
ity measures in service.

. l‘(2.) No[; later thm:i Deea;:llber..‘}l., lggﬁﬁﬁeﬁmetary shall

issue interim regulations iden crossing

lights, strobe lights, and osci!latinglllingits as interim locomotive
conspicuity measures, and authorizing and encouraging
installation and use of such measures. The interim regulations
and amendments thereto shall be adopted without r?.ﬁe.d

to sual:lcyhapter II of chapter 5 of title 5, United States .

Any locomotive equip with such interim conspicuity meas-

ures on the date of issuance of final regulations under para-

mh (3) shall be considered in full compliance with such
regulations until 4 years after issuance of such final
regulations.

“3) Not later than June 30, 1994, the Secretary shall
initiate a ing p ing to issue final regulations
requiring substanti enhanced motive conspicuity meas-
ures. In such rule ing proceeding, the Secretary shall con-
sider, at a minimum—

“(A) revisions to the existing locomotive headlight
standard, including standards for placement and intensity;

“(B) requiring use of reflective materials to enhance
locomotive conspicuity:
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“(C) requiring use of additional alerting lights (includ-

ing ditch, crossing, atmb& :nd

“(D) requiring use uxiliary lights to enhance loco-

motive conspicuity when viewed from the side;

“E) the effect of any enhanced conspicuity measures
on the vision, health, and safety of train crew members;

“(F) separate standards for self- ed, ush-puli
and multi-unit passenger operations wi t a icated
head-end locomotive.

“(4) In mmmﬂatmns under paragraph (3), the Sec-

retary may

from specific conspicuity requirement

and category of trains or operations if the Secretary deter-
mines that such an exclusion is in the public interest and
is consistent with rail a:{ztﬁ (including grade-crossing safety).

issue final regulations requiring Regulations.

enhanced locomotive eonsx’:uuity measures no later than June

30, 1995. The Secretary

require that all locomotives not

excluded from the regulations be equi}:ped with interim

conspicuity measures under paragraph (2

or the conspicuity

measures mandated by final tions issued under this para-

graph, no later than December 31, 1997.

“(6) As used in this subsection, the term ‘locomotive con-
:?n:mtﬂomeams the enhancement of day and night visibility
the front-end unit of a train, by means of lighﬁnﬁ;::ﬂecﬁve
i tion to

materials, or other means, with particular consi

thsviaihili!:yandperspecﬁveofdﬁversofmotorvehiclesat

grade crossings.”.
Approved October 27, 1992.
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