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Proclamation 6364 of October 24, 1991
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Despite all we have learned about prevention, despite all of the ad-
vances that have been made in its diagnosis and treatment, breast
cancer continues to kill thousands of American women each year.
Stopping this tragic loss of life will require continued research as well
as the sustained cooperation of scientists, health care professionals,
educators, insurance providers, individual women, and other concerned
Americans.

According to the American Cancer Society, women in the United States
have never been at greater risk for breast cancer: an estimated one in
nine women will develop the disease at some point in their lives. Fortu-
nately, however, scientists across the country also note that much
progress has been made in controlling breast cancer. Better and earlier
treatment has helped more and more women who have contracted
breast cancer to survive the disease.

Today we continue to rely on basic research to identify and develop
improved means of preventing, diagnosing, and treating breast cancer.
However, the knowledge yielded by basic research is only as helpful as
our willingness and our ability to use it. If women are to benefit from
advances in the diagnosis of breast cancer—and if physicians are to
succeed with early intervention and treatment—then regular screenings
for the disease are vital. Some scientists estimate that mortality from
breast cancer could be reduced by almost one-third if women obtained
mammograms as often as recommended by the National Cancer Insti-
tute. Women between the ages of 40 and 50 should have 2 mammogram
every 1 to 2 years, and women over the age of 50 should have a mam-
mogram annually. Screening mammography helps doctors to detect
breast cancer at its earliest and most treatable stages. Women whose
breast cancer is detected early also have more options to choose from
when making crucial decisions about treatment.

During the past decade, we have welcomed many advances in the
treatment of breast cancer, and more are on the horizon. The National
Cancer Institute alone is supporting more than 70 breast cancer treat-
ment studies at hospitals across the country. Pharmaceutical compa-
nies, academic institutions, and other organizations are funding addi-
tional studies. This month, we recognize the many dedicated women
and men who are using their knowledge and skills to enhance our un-
derstanding of breast cancer; we salute the business owners who have
provided breast cancer screening for employees; and we applaud the
courage of the many women who have made public their experiences
in dealing with breast cancer, thereby helping other victims.

To enhance public awareness of breast cancer and the importance of
regular screenings for the disease, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso-
lution 95, has designated the month of October 1991 as “National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month” and has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this month.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the month of October 1991 as National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I also ask health care professionals,
insurance providers, and employers—indeed, all Americans—to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America
the two hundred and sixteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6365 of October 25, 1991
National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America, 1991

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since we introduced our first National Drug Control Strategy in 1989,
our Nation has made significant progress in the fight against illicit drug
use. Through education and prevention programs in both the public and
private sectors, we have taken important strides in reducing the
demand for drugs. Indeed, recent figures from the National Institute on
Drug Abuse show that, over an 18-month reporting period, overall drug
use in the United States fell by slightly more than 10 percent. Cocaine
use fell even more dramatically, by about 29 percent. Through more
vigorous law enforcement and interdiction efforts, we have also less-
ened the deadly trade of drug traffickers. They are no match for a
united, determined America.

However, while these and other trends are encouraging, we know that
we are only just beginning to win the war against drugs. That is why I
urge all Americans to join in observing this National Red Ribbon Week
for a Drug-Free America. Through the widespread display of the red
ribbon, let us demonstrate our refusal to tolerate illicit drug use and
our resolve to build a safer, healthier future for the United States.
Indeed, with this simple gesture, each of us can set a positive example
for others while sending a clear and unequivocal message to the mer-
fqhi?lnu of death who deal drugs—a message that says “This scourge
stop!”

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 340, has designated the period
beginning October 19, 1991, and ending October 27, 1991, as “National
Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America” and has authorized and
requ:sted the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this
week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the period of October 19 through Octo-
ber 27, 1991, as National Red Ribbon Week for a Drug-Free America. I
urge all Americans to observe this week by supporting community sub-
stance abuse prevention efforts. I also encourage every American to
wear a red ribbon during this week as an expression of his or her com-
mitment to a healthy drug-free lifestyle.
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