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By the end of this year, Americans will have used commercial aircraft
more than 475 million times to travel around the country and around
the world. Only 86 years after the Wright brothers took to the skies
with their bold yet tentative flight, we are able to travel millions of
miles with confidence and ease.

On Wright Brothers Day, we salute all the courageous pioneers who,
with vision and determination, have made these great advances possi-
ble. In so doing, they have not only helped make American aviation a
model for the world but also led the way to the exploration of our uni-
verse,

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved December 17, 1963 (77
Stat. 402; 36 U.S.C. 169), has designated the 17th day of December of
each year as “Wright Brothers Day" and requested the President to
issue annually a proclamation inviting the people of the United States
to observe that day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim December 17, 1989, as Wright Brothers
Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6085 of January 3, 1990
Earth Day, 1990

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The world's natural resources sustain not only the economic and social
development of nations, but the entire spectrum of life on Earth. In our
natural surroundings, we find breathtaking beauty and order—reflec-
tions of the magnificent designs of our Creator. Environmental prob-
lems, on the other hand, reveal the tragic consequences of our failure to
cherish and protect these wonderful gifts.

Twenty years ago, on January 1, 1970, then-President Nixon signed the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 into law. This legislation
signalled our Nation's growing concern about the state of the environ-
ment and set forth important Federal policy goals. Today, another
decade is unfolding before us—the third since America's strengthened
commitment to protecting our natural resources. As we enter the 1990s,
it is fitting that we pause once again to assess the state of our environ-
ment.

Tremendous progress has been made during the past 20 years in ad-
dressing environmental problems, yet great challenges remain. Many
scientists are concerned that a buildup of certain gases in the atmos-
phere may cause significant climate changes with serious, widespread
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consequences, and there is growing evidence that the stratospheric
ozone layer is gradually being depleted. Problems such as acid rain, de-
forestation, ocean pollution, and the improper disposal of toxic wastes
also pose threats to the health of our planet. That is why, as we wel-
come the promise of a new decade, we must strengthen and renew our
commitment to environmental protection.

While some of the challenges before us have changed, our responsibil-
ities are the same today as those recognized 20 years ago. As a nation,
we must acknowledge that our environment and economy are interde-
pendent. We must also go beyond the traditional regulatory role of gov-
ernment and continue to seek solutions that embrace all sectors of so-
ciety in preventing pollution and ecological damage before they occur.

The first Earth Day helped increase dramatically public awareness of
ecological issues. Across the country, millions ol people rallied to ex-
press their concerns about pollution and to learn how they could help
clean up and protect the environment. Thanks to the educational pro-
grams and volunteer programs established since then, many Americans
now are more faithful stewards of our precious natural resources.

Today the United States is a leader in environmental protection. We
have made important progress toward improving air quality through en-
forcement of the Clean Air Act, the phasing out of leaded gasoline, and
more stringent fuel efficiency standards for automobiles. We have ex-
panded our parks, wildlife refuges, and wilderness areas. We have
made major advances in protecting our lakes, rivers, and streams; and
we have begun to clean up once-neglected toxic waste sites. The
United States has also been a leader in the worldwide effort to study
and address global climate change. Through our participation in the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, we are working to pro-
mote environmental safeguards not only at home but also abroad.

Today we vow to press on with this vital work. On the day he signed
the National Environmental Policy Act, President Nixon said the 1970s
“must be the years when America pays its debt to the past by reclaim-
ing the purity of its air, its waters, and our living environment.” Today
I say the 1990s must be the years when we not only pay our debt to the
past, but also fulfill our obligation to protect this earthly home for gen-
erations yet unborn.

To heighten public awareness of the need for active participation in the
protection of the environment and to promote the formation of an inter-
national alliance that responds to global environmental concerns, the
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 159, has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim Sunday, April 22, 1990, as Earth Day. I
call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities designed to promote
greater understanding of ecological issues. I also ask the American
people to rededicate themselves—in their practices as consumers and
citizens—to protecting the environment.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
January, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety, and of
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the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Jan. 3, 1990, on signing Proclamation 8085, see
the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 26, p. 6). For the President's re-
marks to participants in the Columbia River Gorge Earth Day 20 Rally, see the Weekly
Compilation of Presidential Documents, (vol. 26, p. 619).

Proclamation 6086 of January 3, 1990
National Law Enforcement Training Week, 1990

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our Nation's law enforcement officers are entrusted with the responsi-
bility of maintaining law and order in our communities and protecting
the lives and property of their fellow Americans. It is a tremendous re-
sponsibility, one that often entails great personal risk and sacrifice.
Tragically, during the past 10 years alone, more than 1,500 law enforce-
ment officers have been killed in the line of duty.

The selfless men and women who serve our Nation as law enforcement
officers are on the front lines in the war against crime. As they work to
fight illicit drug trafficking and other crimes, law enforcement officers
are obligated to conduct their activities within the rule of law, ensuring
the public safety while, at the same time, respecting the constitutional
rights of private citizens. Their success is made possible, in large part,
by the knowledge and professionalism officers gain as a result of ex-
tensive training.

Law enforcement training focuses on how officers can identify crimi-
nals and bring them to justice through improvements in administrative
procedures, investigative methods, and technical capabilities. Scientific
training in the use of computers, in ballistics, toxicology, auditing pro-
cedures, psychological profiling, and other disciplines has helped in-
crease the accuracy and effectiveness of efforts to identify persons en-
gaged in criminal conduct. Recent advances in technology and the
study of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) have the potential to yield still
more reliable means of identifying—beyond a doubt—the perpetrators
of criminal acts. These exciting advances can also help law enforce-
ment officers exonerate the innocent.

Such sophisticated methods and technology are vital in the fight
against today's sophisticated, complex crime. By equipping officers
with the knowledge and skills they need, law enforcement training
helps them to protect our homes, businesses, and communities. This
week, we recognize the dedicated men and women who provide this
training, as well as the hardworking individuals who participate in it.

The Congress, by Public Law 101-59, has designated the week of Janu-
ary 7, 1990, through January 13, 1990, as “National Law Enforcement
Training Week” and has authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this week.
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